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PREFACE. 

The  first  of  these  Sermons  will  be  found  to 
contain  a  suflScient  explanation  of  the  circum- 
stances which  led  to  their  delivery.  In  consent- 
ing to  publish  them/  I  yield  to  the  desire  of 
those  who  had  the  best  right  to  express  a  wish 
on  the  subject. 

I  would  that  this  little  Volume  might  be 
regarded  as  a  token  of  the  gratitude  which  I 
shall  always  feel  for  the  kindness  of  a  Congre- 
gation to  which  it  has  been  a  privilege  to  be 
permitted  even  temporarily  to  minister. 

Expository  Sermons  labour  under  many  dis- 
advantages both  in  the  hearing  and  still  more 

^  The  whole  course  consisted  of  thirty  Sermons,  eighteen  of 
which  have  been  selected  for  publication. 
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in  the  reading.  It  is  difficult  to  make  them 
lucid:  it  is  still  more  difficult  to  make  them 
attractive.  But  are  they  not  needed  ?  Do 
they  not  lay  the  most  solid  basis  of  Christian 
instruction?  Do  they  not  contain  the  best 
antidote  to  error  ?  Are  we  not  then  most 
sure  that  we  are  rightly  proportioning  the  Word 
of  truth,  when  we  take  it  as  it  stands  in  the 
pages  of  Revelation,  and  seek  only  to  illustrate, 
to  enforce,  and  to  apply  it  ? 

In  so  doing,  we  shall  find  it  necessary  to  vary 
in  many  cases  the  language  of  the  Authorized 
Version.  Sometimes  for  the  sake  of  precision, 
sometimes  for  the  sake  of  clearness,  sometimes 
for  the  very  purpose  of  arresting  the  attention 
by  a  change  of  terms,  by  a  departure  from  the 
too  familiar  form  even  where  it  is  impossible  to 
improve  it,  the  expositor  of  Scripture  must  claim 
and  exercise  the  right  of  immediate  access  to  the 
original,  and  bear  the  responsibility,  always  a 
grave  one,  of  declaring  to  his  Congregation  that 
the  sense  of  God's  Word  is,  to  the  best  of  his 
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judgment,  this  and  not  that.  They  will  be 
thankful  for  any  honest  eflFort  to  make  the 
language  of  Inspiration  more  real  to  them,  and 
certainly  neither  the  preacher  nor  the  hearer 
will  feel  the  less  admiration  or  the  less  thank- 
fulness for  that  "  form  of  sound  words  "  which 
has  been  famOiar  to  them  from  chndhood  in 
the  English  Version  of  the  Bible. 

No  one  can  be  more  conscious  of  the  incom- 
parable force  and  beauty  of  that  Translation  than 
one  who  makes  the  attempt  to  vary  it.  The  gain  of 
an  authorized  Revision  of  it  could  scarcely  equal 
the  loss.  Beyond  a  very  few  passages,  in  which 
all  scholars  would  agree  in  sanctioning  the  cor- 
rection, it  may  be  doubted  whether  an  ordinary 
reader  would  be  benefited  by  change,  whether 
indeed  the  meaning  of  the  change  itself  would 
be  readily  intelligible  to  him. 

Yet,  while  leaving  the  Authorized  Version 
almost  or  altogether  intact,  as  substantially  cor- 
rect, as  uniformly  grave  and  simple,  as  eminently 
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graceful,  harmonions,  and  beautiful,  as  invested 
by  the  associations  of  two  centuries  and  a  half 
with  a  sanctity  scarcely  inferior  to  that  of  the 
original  itself,  we  may  stiU  hail  with  gratitude 
any  subsidiary  elucidations,  whether  in  the  more 
fragmentary  form  of  expositions  from  the  Pulpit, 
or  in  the  more  systematic  and  elaborate  shape  of 
a  retranslation  of  the  whole. 

.  I  have  prefaced  each  of  the  following  Sermons 
with  a  careful  Version  of  the  whole  passage  in 
which  the  text  is  found.^  In  so  doing,  I  have 
aimed  at  nothing  but  exactness.  I  have  intro- 
duced expressions,  not  only  far  less  beautiful 
than  those  of  the  Authorized  Version,  but,  in 
some  cases,  quite  inconsistent  with  its  style. 
My  one  object  has  been  faithfulness  to  the  ori- 
ginal text.  And,  in  the  hope  that  my  purpose 
would  not  be  misconceived,  that,  at  all  events, 
this  protest  against  such  misconception  would  be 
received  as  sincere,  I  have  aimed  only  at  the 


^  The  text  which  I  have    usually  followed   is    that    of 
TischendorTs  second  edition. 
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benefit  of  those  who  may  be  willing  to  accept  a 
very  careful  and  anxious  effort  of  this  nature — 
how  careful  and  anxious  none  can  know  without 
making  the  experiment — as  a  help,  slight  and 
inadequate,  I  know,  but  not,  I  trust,  quite 
superfluous,  in  the  patient  study  of  the  re- 
vealed mind  of  God. 

Perhaps  a  similar  translation  (with  brief 
explanatory  notes)  of  continuous  portions,  or 
of  the  whole,  of  the  New  Testament,  might 
not  be  without  its  use,  if  it  were  distinctly 
understood  to  be  designed  only  as  the  com- 
panion of  the  Authorized  English  Version,  not 
as  a  substitute  for  it.  To  those  who  are  un- 
acquainted with  the  language  of  the  original,  it 
might  be  a  satisfaction  to  have  in  their  pos- 
session as  close  and  accurate  a  rendering  of 
the  text  of  the  Greek  Testament  as  the  English 
idiom,  with  some  sacrifice  of  taste  and  beauty, 
could  be  made  to  bear.  The  portions  of 
Scripture  here  presented  may  be  regarded  as 
specimens  of  such  a  work.     But  the  labour  of 
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the  undertaking  would  be  far  beyond  anything 
that  an  inexperienced  person  could  suppose. 
To  do  it  as,  if  done  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  and 
must  be  done,  would  be  a  task  not  of  weeks  or 
months,  but  of  some  devoted  years.  And  at  last 
it  would  disappoint  those  who  might  expect  in 
it  such  a  result  as  cannot  be  produced  by  man 
for  his  brother.  The  Bible,  to  be  understood, 
must  be  searched,  pondered,  and  prayed  over : 
with  this,  an  imperfect  translation  will  suffice 
for  illumination;  vdthout  this,  no  version  can 
give  it. 
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CONFORMITY  AND  TRANSFORMATION. 


EPISTLE    FOR    THE    FIRST    SUNDAY    AFTER    THE 

EPIPHANY. 

Romans  xii.  1 — 5. 

1  /  BESEECH  you  therefore,  brethren,  by  the  mercies  of  God, 
to  present  your  bodies  a  living  sacrifice,  holy,  acceptable 

2  to  God,  which  is  your  reasonable  service.  And  be  not 
fashioned  according  to^  this  age;  but  be  ye  transformed  by 
the  renewing  of  the  mind,  that  ye  nrny  prove  what  is  the  vrill 
of  God,  even  that  which  is  good  and  acceptable  and  perfect 

8  For  I  say,  through  the  grace  which  was  given  me,  to  every 
one  that  is  among  you,  7wt  to  be  high-minded  beyond  what 
he  ought  to  be  minded,  but  to  be  minded  so  as  to  be  sober- 
minded,  according  as  God  dealt  to  each  one  a  measure  of 

4  faith.     For  as  in  one  body  we  have  mxuny  members,  ajid  all 

5  the  members  have  not  the  same  office;  so  we,  the  many,  are 
one  body  in  Christ,  and,  regarded  one  by  one,  each  other's 
members. 


»  1  Pet.  i.  14. 
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CONFORMITY  AND  TRANSFORMATION. 


Romans  xn.  2. 
Be  not  conformed  to  this  world. 

The  work  of  a  Christian  minister,  my  brethren,  is    Sbrmon 

not  easy.     He  has  the  common  difliculties  of  all  men '■ — 

in  maintaining  a  right  conversation  and  a  clear  con- 
science, and  he  has  others  all  his  own.  That  public 
ministry  which  is  often  regarded  as  a  mere  matter  of 
course ;  those  sermons  to  which  his  hearers  often  give 
little  heed ;  that  exposition  of  revealed  truth,  and  that 
application  of  the  truth  to  practical  life,  which  is  often 
treated  as  if  any  one  could  utter,  as  if  every  one  knew 
it;  these  things  cause  no  little  anxiety,  involve  no 
little  exertion,  to  one  who  would  make  full  proof  of 
his  ministry,  and  desires  not  only  to  be  instant  in 
season  and  out  of  season,  but  also  to  be  wise  in  the 
choice  of  subjects,  and  successful  in  the  enforcement 
of  the  truth  upon  the  consciences  of  those  who  hear. 

b2 
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Sermon  The  will  of  God  has  deprived  you  for  a  time — I 
i hope  and  believe  but  for  a  time — of  the  public  exer- 
cise of  that  faithful  ministry  which  you  have  long 
and,  I  am  sure,  thankfully  enjoyed.  Most  unex- 
pectedly, and  in  some  senses  most  unwillingly,  I 
have  been  called  to  stand  before  you  in  another's 
room.  In  all  sincerity  and  in  all  humility  I  would 
ask  you,  my  brethren,  to  join  your  prayers  this  day 
with  mine,  as  for  the  restoration  to  health  and  activity 
of  him  who  is  now  laid  aside,  so  also  for  an  especial 
blessing  on  that  subsidiary  and  temporary  ministry 
by  which  it  is  sought  to  fill  the  void. 

In  many  respects,  the  teaching  of  a  temporary 
instructor  must  be  most  deficient.  He  cannot  know, 
in  detail,  the  cases  and  the  circumstances  of  those 
to  whom  he  is  to  minister.  He  must,  to  a  great 
extent,  draw  his  bow  at  a  venture.  But  there  are 
two  considerations  which  may  lawfully  encourage 
him. 

One  is,  that  the  human  heart  is  not  many,  but  one. 
As  face  an8v>ereth  toface,  so  the  heart  of  man  to  heart 
If  a  man  knows  one  heart  well,  even  his  own  ;  much 
more,  if  he  have  had  any  enlarged  intercourse  with 
other  minds  and  lives,  though  it  may  have  been  else- 
where and  under  different  circumstances ;  he  may 
hope  that,  by  God's  blessing,  his  words  will  not  be 
altogether  vague,  nor  his  aim  wholly  missed :  let  him 
speak  as  a  man  to  men,  let  him  speak  to  them  that 
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are  bound  as  bound  with  them,  to  them  that  suffer  Sebkoit 
adyersity  as  being  himself  also  in  the  body,  to  them  —L- 
that  are  tempted  as  himself  liable  to  temptation,  to 
them  that  are  struggling  as  himself  in  the  conflict,  to 
them  that  would  win  heayen  as  haying  himself  also 
that  hope  and  aim,  to  them  that  are  sinful  and  weak 
and  often  stumbling  as  himself  also  in  like  case  with 
them;  and  he  may  rely  upon  it  that  an  echo  will 
come  back  to  him  from  the  souls  addressed,  they  will 
recognize  a  brother's  yoice,  and  giye  it  entrance  into 
their  hearts. 

The  other  encouragement  is  this,  that  the  Word  of 
God  suits  all  cases,  and  is  the  same  in  eyery  place. 
The  office  of  the  Christian  instructor  is  to  preach  the 
Word ;  not  his  own  word,  but  God's.  Let  him  do  that 
— with  all  plainness  of  speech,  with  all  closeness  of 
interpretation,  with  all  explicitness,  with  all  fulness ; 
let  him  explain  it,  let  him  apply,  let  him  aim,  let  him 
enforce  it ;  and  He  from  whom  the  Word  comes  wiU 
carry  it  home :  Gt)d  desires  the  edification,  the  pro- 
gress, the  comfort,  the  salyation,  of  the  souls  here 
present  before  Him ;  He  desires  these  things,  and  He 
has  giyen  His  own  Word,  in  all  its  variety  and  in  aU 
its  compass,  to  effect  them :  therefore,  if  a  man  mis- 
trusts himself,  let  him  turn  there;  let  him  throw 
himself  upon  the  purpose  as  well  as  the  promise  of 
Him  in  whose  name  he  speaks;  and  he  may  be 
assured  that  some  fruit  will  follow,  something  'wYA&Yl 
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RMON    is  real  and  shall  be  permanent,  as  well  as  much  to 

— remind  him  that  both  he  and  his  hearers  are  sinful 

men,  and  that  all  which  is  man's  only  must  waste  and 
fail  and  perish. 

It  is  my  purpose  to  st^nd  as  much  aside  as  possible, 
and  to  let  the  Word  of  God  have  free  course  and  be 
glorified.  The  Scriptures  which  furnish  the  regular 
instruction  for  each  Sunday,  more  especially  the 
Epistle  and  the  Gospel  for  the  day,  shall  be  brought 
before  you  in  due  order,  and  we  will  seek  to  learn 
together  out  of  them.  We  will  begin  to-day.  The 
Epistle  for  this  day  shall  be  our  morning  subject, 
and  the  Gospel  for  this  day  our  evening  subject. 
And  may  God  Himself  by  his  Holy  Spirit  be  the 
inward  teacher  and  light  of  each  one  of  us. 

I  will  read  you  the  Epistle  once  again,  with  a  brief 
word  or  two  of  elucidation,  and  then  turn  your 
thoughts  to  the  especial  topic  suggested  by  the  text. 

We  are  celebrating  at  this  season  the  Epiphany  or 
Manifestation  of  Christ,  typified  by  the  visit  of  the 
wise  men  from  the  east  to  the  lowly  cradle  of  the 
infant  Saviour ;  realized  in  fact  by  that  proclamation 
of  His  name  to  all  nations,  which  began  in  the  con- 
version of  the  first  Gentile,  Cornelius,  and  is  still 
(though  too  faintly  and  intermittently  prosecuted)  the 
work  and  oflSce  of  the  age  in  which  we  live ;  hereafter 
to  be  perfected  and  consummated  in  that  glorious 
season  to  which  faith  looks  forward,  when  the  earth 
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shall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  as  the    Sermoit 
waters  cover  the  sea.  '. — 


At  this  season  it  is  appropriate  that  we  should  be 
reminded,  as  we  are  in  the  chosen  services  of  our 
Church,  what  Christ  Himself  was  in  His  earthly  life, 
and  what  we  must  be  who  would  hereafter  see  Him 
as  He  is.  The  Gospel  for  each  Sunday,  speaking 
generally,  gives  us  the  one,  in  some  special  phase  of 
its  manifestation ;  the  Epistle  gives  us  the  other. 
Listen  to  its  teaching. 

/  beseech  you  therefore^  brethren.  The  words  follow.  Verse  1. 
in  the  place  from  which  they  come,  a  large  disclosui'e 
of  the  truth  of  Redemption ;  its  basis,  a  work  of  pro- 
pitiation and  atonement ;  its  condition,  a  hearty 
acceptance  by  faith  in  Christ ;  its  compass  as  coex- 
tensive with  the  world ;  its  effect,  in  each  individual 
who  receives  it,  a  life  of  inward  peace,  of  inward 
strength,  of  assured  hope,  of  final  glory.  Such  is  the 
force  of  the  word  therefore.  Since  God  has  done 
these  great  things  for  us;  since  such  is  the  safety, 
such  the  happiness,  such  the  hope,  such  the  present 
and  such  the  future,  of  every  one  who  will  have  Christ 
for  his  Saviour ;  /  beseech  you,  as  the  first  and  natural 
consequence  of  these  things,  and  by  the  mercies  of 
God,  as  my  argument  and  your  motive,  to  present 
your  bodies  a  living  sdcrifice ;  to  set  yourselves, 
your  living  selves,  with  every  power  of  action  and 
service,  as  it  were  beside  the  altar  of  God,  for  Jeawa 


Sbbmon   Christ  your  great  High  Priest  to  offer  up  daily  to  His 
'■ Father,  making  that  surrender  acceptable  through  His 


own  most  precious  blood.  A  Jiving  sacrifice ;  not, 
like  those  offered  under  the  Law,  one  of  dead  victims : 
holy,  that  is,  consecrated  and  set  apart  from  all  pro- 
fane uses  for  God^s  u^e  only :  and  further,  cux^table 
unto  God,  through  his  Son :  which  is  your  reaaonahle 

Verse  2.  service.  And  he  not  fdshioned  according  to  this  age 
—we  will  return  to  this  clause  tpresently — but  be 
ye  transformed  by  the  renewing  of  the  mind:  that  is 
where  the  work  must  begin,  with  the  mind;  the 
act  will  follow :  the  renewing  of  yowr  wind;  the 
renovation,  as  by  an  twt  of  new  creation,  of  your 
whole  spirit  and  inward  being  by  the  indwelling 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God.  That  ye  "may  prove,  put 
to  the  test  of  personal  trial  and  experience,  what  the 
wUl  of  Ood  is,  even,  that  which  is  good,  and  accept- 
able,  and  perfect;  that  you  may  not  only  know,  as 
a  matter  of  theory  or  of  sound  doctrine,  what  God 
would  have  you  to  do  and  to  be,  but  may  put  it,  as  it 
were,  to  the  test,  by  setting  yourselves  to  do  it. 
The  Apostle  proceeds  to  illustrate  this  will  of  God 

Y^'K  8.  in  some  special  points  of  duty.  For  I  say,  through  the 
grace  which  wa^  given  me,  in  virtue  of  that  undeserved 
{jEtvour  of  Gt)d  which  made  me  an  Apostle,  to  every 
one  that  is  among  you,  not  to  be  high-minded  beyond 
what  he  ought  to  be  minded,  but  to  be  minded  so  as 
to  be  sober-minded;  according  as  God,  in  the  dis« 
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tribution  of  His  gifta — and  the  especial  reference   Sermon 

I 
is  to  the  gifts  of  His  Holy  Spirit  following  upon '- 


Baptism  and  the  laying  on  of  the  Apostles'  hands 
— dealt  to  each  one  a  measure  of  faith:  that  is,  accor- 
ding to  that  measure  of  faith  which  Grod  assigned 
to  each.  Each  one  of  us  is  to  see  in  himself,  not 
an  isolated  being,  possessed  of  independent  gifts, 
which  he  may  boast  of  as  his  own  and  vaunt  as 
superior  to  those  .of  another:  such  a  view  of  our 
Christian  standing  is  as  false  as  it  is  mischievous. 
For  as  in  one  hody^  in  one  natural  human  body,  we  Vene  4. 
have  many  mjefmberSy  and  all  the  members  have  not  the 
saws  office ;  so  we,  the  many,  we  collectively,  are  one  Verse  5. 
body  in  Christ,  and,  regarded  one  by  one,  individually, 
each  others  members;  fellow-members,  that  is,  of  the 
same  body.  Instead  of  being  all  isolated,  independent, 
and  self-contained,  we  are  mutually  related,  mutually 
dependent,  mutually  interested  and  concerned,  even  as 
a  human  body,  in  which  the  eye  and  the  hand,  the  foot 
and  the  head,  have  indeed  each  one  its  own  work  and 
function,  but  cannot  exercise  that  function,  any  one  of 
them,  without  the  energy  and  cooperation  of  all  the  rest. 

There  the  Epistle  for  this  day  ends,  and  certainly 
not  without  having  suggested  matter  enough  for 
reproof  6nd  for  correction,  as  well  as  for  doctrine  and 
instruction  in  righteousness. 

But  of  all  the  topics  here  suggested,  could  I  have 
selected  one  more  suitable  to  the  wants  of  this  con- 
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Sermon   gregation  than  that  read  as  the  text,  Be  not  conformed 
' '■ —  to  this  world? 


How  familiar  the  words  I  The  world,  conformity 
to  the  world,  are  phrases  often  on  the  lips  of  religious 
teachers :  and  well  they  may  be.  But  let  us  be 
quite  sure  that  we  first  understand  them. 

There  are  two  terms  in  the  original  language  for 
this  expression,  the  world.  One  of  them  regards  the 
things  that  now  are  in  reference  to  time,  the  other  in 
reference  to  space.  The  one  means  the  things  that 
are  seen,  this  material  world,  with  all  its  enjoyments 
and  gratifications,  its  riches,  pleasures,  and  honours  ; 
the  other  means  the  time  or  age  to  which  these  things 
belong,  and  by  which  they  are  limited  and  circum- 
scribed ;  the  period,  longer  or  shorter — we  know  not 
its  duration,  but  God  knoweth — previous  to  what  we 
are  taught  to  designate  as  the  end  of  all  things ;  that 
consummation  of  the  old,  that  introduction  of  the 
new,  which  shall  be  the  concomitant  of  the  second 
Advent  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  consequence  of  that  second 
and  greater  Epiphany  for  which  the  Church  on  earth 
and  in  heaven  is  ever  waiting  and  watching. 

The  two  terms  are  often  employed  separately,  and 
once  at  least  in  the  Scriptures  they  are  combined. 
Eph.  ii.  2.  The  phrase,  nccording  to  the  course  of  this  worlds 
is  an  example  of  that  combination.  Ye  walked  in 
sin,  according  to,  following  the  rule  and  direction  of, 
the  age,  or  period,  of  this  present  world. 
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In  the  passage  before  us,  the  term  rendered  world    Sermon 
means  properly  the  period  or  age  that  now  is.     The '- 


same  word,  and  its  opposite — the  contrast  of  the  two 
being  always  implied  where  it  is  not  expressed — are 
found  in   direct  opposition  in  a   single  passage  to 
which  I  will  refer  vou,  in  St.  Luke's  Gospel :   The  Luke  xx. 
children  of  this  world,  of  this  age  or  period,  marry  and 
are  given  in  marriage  :  but  they  that  shall  be  counted 
worthy  to  obtain  that  worlds  that  age  or  period,  what 
we  designate    as   eternity   in    contrast  with    time, 
and  the  resurrection  from  the  dead,  neither  marry  nor 
are  given  in  m.arriage  ;  neither  can  they  die  any  more, 
for  they  are  equftl  with  the  angelsy  and  are  the  children 
of  Ood,  being  the  children  of  the  resurrection.     I  call 
your  attention  to  this  passage,  because  it  sets   so 
clearly  before  us  what  is  really  intended  by  the  world 
spoken  of  in  the  text ;  namely,  the  period  of  time 
prior  to   the  resurrection;   the   duration  of  earthly 
interests  and  of  earthly  life  as  a  whole ;  the  age  of 
things  temporal,  as  opposed  to  the   age   of  things 
eternal. 

Now  therefore.  Be  not  conformed  to  this  world, 
becomes  equivalent  to,  Be  not  conformed  to  time,  but 
rather  to  eternity.  Wear  not  the  fashion  of  persons 
who  belong  to  time,  and  have  nothing  to  do  with 
eternity.  Let  not  the  garb  of  your  souls,  let  not  the 
habit  of  your  lives,  be  that  which  befits  persons 
whose  home,  whose  dwelling-place,  whose  all,  la  m 
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Sermon  the  passing  unreal  scene  which  we  call  human  life, 
and  who  have  no  part  nor  lot  in  the  pennanent  un- 
changing realities  of  the  new  heaven  and  new  earth, 
which  shall  come  into  view  with  the  return  of  Christ 
and  the  resurrection  of  the  just  Wear  not  the  garb 
of  time,  but  invest  yourselves  already  With  the 
fashion  of  eternity. 

O,  my  brethren,  how  large,  how  elevating,  how 
magnificent  a  view  is  here  opened !  How  different 
from  those  poor  narrow  rules  which  would  prescribe 
to  a  Christian  exactly  what  he  shall  allow  himself  of 
human  pleasure,  and  firom  what  particular  kinds  of 
recreation  he  shall  of  necessity  turn  aside!  The 
world  here  does  not  designate  particular  circles  of 
society,  or  particular  modes  of  occupation  or  of 
amusement  The  text  says  to  each  of  us,  Brother, 
sistCT,  made  of  God  for  Himself,  redeemed  of  Christ 
for  glory,  object  of  Divine  love,  temple  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  live  not  for  time,  live  for  eternity.  Let  it  not 
appear  from  your  manner  of  life,  let  it  not  be  inferred 
from  your  tone  of  conversation,  let  it  not  be  gathered 
from  your  evident  frivolity,  your  prevailing  vanity,  or 
self-indulgence,  or  eagerness  after  the  pleasures  or 
advantages  of  this  world,  that  you  are  one  of  those 
for  whom  this  life  is  all,  and  who  are  not  looking  for 
any  blessed  hope  beyond  the  grave  to  which  you  are 
hastening.  Do  not  so  great  an  injustice  to  yourself, 
do  not  so  great  an  injury  to  others,  as  to  leave  it  in 


» 
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anj  doubt  where  your  re^  home  is,  your  heart,  your    Sebmok 

treasure.     When  two  things  come  into  competition, '- 

the  opinion  of  men  and  the  will  of  God,  let  it  be 
well  seen  which  you  prefer.  If  any  particular  occu- 
pation or  any  particular  amusement,  if  any  parti- 
cular firiendship  or  any  particular  affection,  be  found 
by  you,  on  trial,  to  be  unfavourable  to  your  growth 
in  gtace,  to  have  a  direct  tendency  to  make  you  forget 
your  soul,  forget  heaven,  forget  your  Saviour,  forget 
your  Grod,  suspect  that  thing,  forego  it  if  you  can, 
not  as  a  painful  sacrifice,  but  with  a  cheerful  and  a 
willing  heart,  as  one  who  loves  something  else  far 
above  alL  When  any  question  arises  of  right  and 
wrong,  of  reverence  or  of  irreverence,  of  charity  or 
harshness,  of  faith  or  unbelief,  let  none  doubt  for  one 
instant  on  which  side  you  are.  When  others  look  to 
you  for  the  sanction,  by  word  or  by  silence,  of  an 
ungodly  principle,  of  a  worldly  maxim,  of  an  un- 
charitable judgment,  show  them,  instantly  and  boldly, 
that  you  withhold  it  out  of  love  to  God.  When  the 
advantages  of  this  life  are  spoken  of  as  all-important, 
when  liie  chastisements  of  God  are  regarded  as  un- 
mixed evils,  when  His  providence  is  set  aside  or  His 
mercy  doubtfed  in  your  hearing,  when  the  death  of 
the  Christian  is  too  much  lamented,  or  the  death  of  the 
unbeliever  treated  as^  a  happy  release ;  when  in  any 
of  these  or  the  like  ways  Christ's  brightest  promises 
are  virtually  denied,  and  His  most  solemn  warnings 
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Jermon    dealt  with  as  if  they  were  ngt ;  then  be  not  conformed 

— '■ to  this  world :  let  not  your  part  be  taken  with  time, 

but  show  yourself  to  belong  to  the  eternity  beyond. 

Be  not  conformed  to  time.     How  brief  a  rule,  yet 
how  wide,  how  difficult,  in  its  application  I 

Alas  1  my  brethren,  many  things  might  be  said 
against  us  untruly,  or  truly  perhaps  of  one  and  not 
truly  of  another,  or  of  the  same  person  truly  at  one 
time  and  not  truly  at  another;  but  this  too  truly, 
though  it  be  in  different  degrees,  of  all,  that  we  are 
too  much  conformed  to  time.  Is  it  not  the  very  latest 
of  all  Christian  attainments,  that  a  man  shall  really 
and  consistently  live,  act,  speak,  and  feel,  as  if  he 
belonged  not  to  time  but  to  eternity  ?  Where  is  he 
who  constantly  keeps  in  view  his  connection  with  that 
within  the  veil  ?  Where  is  he  whose  affections  are 
really  set  on  the  place  where  Christ  dwells,  and  who 
really  feels,  and  lives  as  if  he  felt,  that  his  life,  his 
>1.  iii.  3.  true  life,  is  hid  with  Christ  in  Ood?  If  we  did  this, 
could  we  be  thus  vexed  with  life's  cares  ?  could  we 
be  thus  sensitive  to  the  world's  opinion?  could  we 
be  thus  hurt  by  a  slight,  thus  agitated  by  a  rumour, 
thus  upset  and  shattered  by  an  adverse  incident? 
should  we  not  have  at  once  an  interest  and  a  safe- 
guard independent  of  chance  and  change ;  a  humble 
yet  sure  looking  for  of  a  rest  already  secured,  only 
waiting  to  be  disclosed,  to  be  revealed,  to  be  unveiled  ? 
But  we  are  honest  with  ourselves,  and  therefore  we 
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cannot  say  that  we  have  yet  felt  this.  We  confess,  some    Sermon 
of  us  sadly  and  sorrowfully,  that  we  are  still  conformed '- 


to  time.     We  see  how  the  Apostles,  how  the  first 
Christians,  felt  abont  earth  and  heaven ;   how  they 
were  marked  out  from  all  else  by  the  brightness  of 
their  hope,  no  less  than  by  the  purity  of  their  life  ; 
how  they  made  it  one  half  of  their  whole  practice  to  l  These,  i. 
wait  for  the  Son  of  God  from  heaven  ;  how  they  had 
even  a  desire  to  depart  and  to  he  with  Christy  which  Phil.  i.  28. 
they  knew  to  be  far  better.   But  in  all  this  we  cannot 
resemble  them.    And  the  first  question  for  us  all  is, 
Why  not  ?    And  the  second  question  for  us  all  is, 
How  can  we  learn  to  do  so  ?    We  will  end  with  a 
brief  answer  to  each  of  these. 

No  one  can  be  conformed  to,  can  fashion  himself 
according  to,  that  which  he  knows  not.  We  are  con- 
formed to  this  world,  not  because  it  satisfies  us,  not 
because  It  makes  us  happy,  not  because  we  find  rest 
or  peace  in  living  by  its  rules  and  principles,  but 
because  it  is  the  only  world  that  we  know,  the  only 
world  (let  me  say)  in  which  we  know  any  one.  The 
early  Christians  were  conformed  to  the  other  world 
because  One  whom  they  knew  well,  and  whom  they 
loved  above  all,  lived  there ;  because  they  .had  a 
Friend,  trusted  in  and  ever  communed  with,  in  that 
other  world ;  and  because,  where  He  was,  there  their 
hearts  were.  The  way  to  escape  from  our  worldliness 
is  not  so  much  to  struggle  with  it  hand  to  hand,  but 
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Sraxos  to  supersede  it,  as  it  were,  by  the  entmnce  into  ns  of 

L 
a  new  affection ;  bj  giving  our  hearts  to  another, 

even  to  Him  who  has  abeady  enfeied  for  ns  within 
the  veil,  and  who  now  and  ever  liveth  to  be  onrinter* 
cessor  and  onr  life.  In  proportion  as  we  enter  more 
deeply  into  the  knowledge  of  ourselves  by  caiefbl  self* 
examination,  we  shall  more  deeply  feel  onr  need  of  a 
Saviour  out  of  ourselves ;  and  in  proportion  as  we 
more  simply  and  more  humbly  throw  ourselves  upon 
the  mercy  and  help  of  Grod  in  Christ,  we  shall  be 
more  strongly  drawn  towards  Him  in  whom  alone  we 
find  real  relief,  real  rest,  real  strength,  and  real  peace. 
As  soon  as  ever  the  moments  which  we  spend  on  our 
knees  before  Grod  in  prayer  become,  as  they  surely 
will  become  to  all  who  try  the  experiment,  the  most 
refreshing,  the  most  invigorating,  and  the  most  com- 
forting, of  the  whole  day ;  as  soon  as  we  begin  to 
look  forward  to  them  as  our  chief  help,  and  back  to 
them  as  our  chief  solace ;  we  shall  have  learned  one 
great  part  of  the  lesson  of  non-conformity  to  the 
world,  because  we  shall  have  begun  to  take  a  personal 
interest  in,  and  to  feel  a  personal  connection  with,  the 
woiid  above  and  the  world  beyond.  We  shall  have 
begun  to  learn  something,  though  it  be  as  yet  bul 
litde,  of  the  mind  of  those  who  belonged  to  eternity, 
not  to  time,  because  Jesus,  their  hope  and  their  life, 
had  passed  already  through  death  into  the  world  oi 
resurrection  and  of  immortality. 
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Thus  it  is  written,  Be  not  conformed  to  this  world.    Sermon 
but  be  ye  transformed  by  the  renewing  of  your  mind,  '- 


Intercourse  with  Christ,  and  with  God  through  Him, 
by  the  Holy  Spirit,  is  the  infusing  of  a  new  element, 
a  new  character,  into  the  heart  which  practises  it.  It 
is  this  which  is  to  transform  us  from  the  likeness  of 
the  one  world  into  the  likeness  of  the  other.  It  is 
this  which  must  make  us  unworldly.  It  is  this  which 
must  make  us  heavenly.  God  grant  us  this;  this 
renewing  of  the  mind  by  communion  with  Christ,  by 
the  communication  of  His  Spirit ;  and  then  all  will  be 
ours.  No  amount  of  exertion  in  the  cause  of  benevo- 
lence or  of  charity  will  do  anything  for  us  without 
earnest,  frequent,  cherished  intercourse  with  God 
through  Christ  in  prayer.  No  degree  of  scrupulosity 
in  avoiding  worldly  society,  or  denying  ourselves 
worldly  pleasure,  will  do  anything  for  us  without  this 
positive  access,  as  of  mind  to  mind,  and  spirit  to  spirit, 
to  the  presence  of  Jesus  Christ  Himself,  and  of  God 
with  whom  He  is  one.  Through  Him  we  both  have  Eph.  ii.  18. 
access  by  one  Spirit  unto  the  Father,  Abide  in  we,  John  xv.  4 
and  I  in  you.  As  the  branch  cannot  bear  fruit  of  itself 
except  it  abide  in  the  vine,  no  more  can  ye  eocc^t  ye 
abide  in  me.     Without  me  ye  can  do  nothing. 


SERMON  II. 


SYMPATHY  AND  CONDESCENSION. 


c  2 


EPISTLE   FOR   THE   SECOND   SUNDAY   AFTER   THE 

EPIPHANY. 

Romans  xn.  6 — 16. 

6       And  having  giJU  different  according  to  the  grace  which 

toas  given  to  tu,  whether  prophecy,  let  us  use  it  according 

1  to  the  proportion  of  the  faith;  or  ministry,  let' us  he^  in 

8  our  ministry ;  or  he  that  tecu^heth,  in  his  teaching;  or  he 
that  exhorteth,  in  his  exhorting :  he  that  imparteth,  let  him 
do  it  in  liberality ;  he  that  rtdeth,  in  earnestness ;  he  that 

9  showeih  mercy ,  in  cheerfulness.  Let  your  love  be  without 
hypocrisy:  abhorring  that  which  is  evU;  cleaving  to  that 

10  which  is  good:  in  brotherly  love  affectionate  one  to  another; 

11  in  honour  esteeming  each  other  before  j^ourselves  ;  in  earnest- 
ness not  slothful;  in  spirit  fervent;   to   the  Lord  doing 

12  service  ;  in  hope  rejoicing  ;  in  affliction  enduring  ;  in  prayer 

13  persevering ;    to  the  wants  of  the  saints  communicating ; 

14  hospitality  pursuing.     Bless  them  that  persecute  you  ;  bless, 

15  and  curse  not.     Rejoice  with  men  refoicing;^  weep  with  men 

16  weeping :  being  of  the  sams  mind  towards  each  other :  not 
minding  high  things,  but  condescending  to  those  that  are 
humhU. 


1  In  1  Tim.  {▼.  15,  the  words,  give  ihytdf  ulhoUy  to  them,  are 
literally,  he  in  them, 

•  If  any  rejoicCf  rejoice  with  them:  if  any  weep,  weep  with  them. 


SERMON  II. 


SYMPATHY  AND  CONDESCENSION. 


Romans  zii.  15, 16. 

Rejoice  with  them  that  do  rejoice,  and  weep  with  them  that  weep.  ,  .  • 
Mind  not  high  things,  btU  condescend  to  men  of  low  estate. 


In  the  prosecution  of  a  plan  proposed  last  Sondaj^    Sermon 

we  reach  to-day  a  portion  of  Scripture  which  almost '- — 

baffles  us.  So  various  are  its  topics,  so  important,  so 
attractive,  yet  requiring  so  much  of  explanation,  and 
admitting  so  much  of  enforcement,  that  the  compass 
of  one  sermon  is  wholly  inadequate  to  the  task  now 
presented  to  it.  Let  us  give  our  whole  minds^  my 
brethren,  to  the  work  before  us.  And  let  us  not,  by 
God's  help  and  blessing,  be  left  altogether  poor  in 
the  midst  of  such  abundance. 

We  have,  as  before,  first  to  sketch  rapidly  the 
meaning,  and  to  express  briefly  the  force,  of  the  whole 
passage  read  as  the  Epistle  for  this  Second  Sunday 
after  the  Epiphany;  and  then,  in  the  second  place, 
to  dwell  somewhat  more  fully  upon  the  two  topics 
suggested  by  the  text  for  special  exhortation. 
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Sermon        The  close  of  last  Sunday's  Epistle  had  introduced 

'■ —  one  of  St.  Paul's  favourite  and  characteristic  doctrines, 

that  of  the  unity  in  variety,  the  one  and  the  many, 

in  what  he  has  taught  us  to  speak  of  so  familiarly  as 

the  Christian  body,  to  which  we  all  belong.   As  in  one 

body  we  have  many  members^  and  all  those  members 

have  not  the  same  office,  so  we  collectively  are  one  body 

in   Christ,  and  individtially  members  one  of  another. 

The  human  body  is  a  whole  made  up  of  parts,  each 

one  of  which  parts  has  a  different  function  from  all 
•  •  • 

the  rest,  and  which  yet  form  in  their  completeness, 
not  a  number  of  discordant  units,  but  a  harmonious 
and  eflScient  unity.  Even  so  is  it  with  that  com- 
munity, that  society,  that  assembly  of  the  faithful, 
which  Christ  came  upon  earth,  died,  and  rose  again, 
to  gather  and  to  cement.  The  Christian  congregation, 
whether  viewed  in  each  of  its  local  organizations,  or 
regarded  as  existing  on  the  face  of  the  whole  earth, 
is  a  body ;  a  body  composed  of  members,  designed  to 
work  together  without  jar  or  confusion,  for  a  great 
common  end,  the  manifestation  of  God's  glory,  and 
the  highest,  the  eternal,  happiness  of  God's  creatures. 
To-day  the  subject  is  further  illustrated.  I  read 
from  the  sixth  verse,  slightly  varying  the  authorized 
version  where  it  appears  in  any  respect  to  fall  short 
of  the  sense  or  force  of  the  original. 
Verse  6.  And  having  gifts,  different  according  to  the  grace 

which  was  given  to  us;  according  to  the  measure  of 
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that  Divine  favour  and  blessing  which  was  bestowed    Sermon 

upon  each  of  us  in  the  assignment  of  our  several  posts '■ — ► 

and  oflSces.  And  then  these  are  exemplified  from  the 
various  duties  and  functions  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in 
those  earliest  times.  Whetfier  prophecy :  a  spiritual 
gift  of  which  we  read  much  in  the  first  Epistle  to  the 
Corinthians,  and  especially  in  the  fourteenth  chapter 
of  that  Epistle ;  from  which  we  gather  with  much  cer- 
tainty that  it  was  not  a  power  of  prediction,  but  (to 
express  it  in  modem  phraseology)  rather  of  preaching ; 
not  of  foretelling,  but  of  forthtelling :  and  St.  Paul 
speaks  of  it  as  the  most  desirable  of  all  supernatural 
gifts,  because,  unlike  the  gift  of  tongues,  it  conveyed 
instruction,  exhortation,  and  comfort  to  the  congre- 
gation ;  was  a  sign,  not  to  the  unbelieving,  but  to  the 
believing,  hearer ;  was  the  means  of  disclosing  to  a 
listener  the  very  secrets  of  his  heart,  and  thus  of 
bringing  him  to  conviction  and  faith :  adding,  that, 
although  exercised  under  a  direct  and  special  revela- 
tion, it  was  yet  capable  of  control  by  the  possessor, 
and  might  therefore  be  made  the  subject  of  such  a 
caution  as  is  here  given.  If  prophecy  he  our  gift,  let  vs 
exercise  it  according  to  the  proportion  of  the  faith;  with 
due  regard,  that  is,  to  the  proportion  and,  if  we  might 
so  paraphrase  it,  the  balance  of  the  Gospel :  let  our 
instructions  be  so  shaped,  and  timed,  and  ordered,  as 
that  each  part  and  each  side  of  the  truth  may  have  its 
turn  in  our  hands  ;  let  us,  to  use  an  expression  found 
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Sermon    in  one  of  St.  PauPs  Epistles,  rightly  divide  the  word 
of  truth;  let  us  have  no  favourite  doctrines,  to  the 


ir. 


15/  '  exclusion  or  neglect  of  others,  but  let  the  whole 
Acts  XX.  counsel  of  God,  not  a  few  isolated  fragments  of  it,  be 
our  study  and  our  subject.  Need  I  say,  my  brethren, 
how  deeply  important  a  rule  is  here  laid  down,  appli- 
cable at  least  as  much  to  modem  preaching  as  to 
primitive  prophesying  ?  Is  it  not,  in  fact,  from  the 
disregard  of  this  divine  maxim,  in  this  direction  or  in 
that,  that  all  heresy,  all  fanaticism,  all  error,  has 
sprung? 
Verse  7.  Or  ministry.     In  contrast  with  prophecy,  we  shall 

understand  this  more  particularly  to  refer  to  minis- 
trations to  the  poor  in  the  distribution  of  the  alms  of 
the  congregation ;  perhaps  even  to  that  office  which  in 
the  original  language  bears  the  name  here  employed, 
that  of  the  deacon,  the  institution  of  which  is  recorded 
in  the  sixth  chapter  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  If 
this,  then,  be  our  office,  let  us,  to  use  the  forcible 
phrase  of  the  Apostle's  own  language,  he  in  it;  let  us 
exist  in  and  for  that  office,  be  absorbed  in  and  en- 
grossed by  it,  as  though  it  were  the  whole  of  life  to 
us.  Or  he  that  teacheth,  he  who  exercises  any  office 
of  teaching,  whether  public  or  private,  whether  for 
young  or  old,  in  the  Christian  body,  let  him  be  in  his 
Verse  8.  teaching,  in  the  sense  already  explained ;  or  he  that 
exhorteth,  he  whose  duty  it  is  to  cheer  others  on  to 
the  attainment  of  grace  or  the  execution  of  duty  by 
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his  ministry  as  an  exhorter,  let  htm  be  in  that  ex-    Sermon 
horting:  he  that  imparteth  to  the  necessities  of  others, '■ — 


let  him  do  it  in  liberality;  literally,  in  simplicity 
or  singleness  of  aim  and  motive,  with  self-forgetful- 
ness,  and  therefore  also  with  ungrudging  bounty: 
he  that  rulethy  whether  as  the  head  of  a  congregation 
or  the  master  of  a  family,  let  him  do  it  in  earnest- 
nessy  with  zeal,  not  with  indifference ;  with  exertion, 
not  in  languor  of  spirit :  he  that  showeth  mercy ^  he 
who  exercises  compassion  towards  the  suffering,  let 
him  do  it,  not  with  distaste^  not  in  a  spirit  of  bondage, 
but  in  cheerfulness. 

There    follow    several    brief   but    comprehensive 
principles  of  Christian  feeling  and  conduct. 

Let  your  love  be  without  hypocrisy;    genuine,  not  Fene  9. 
affected ;  according  to  St.  John's  charge  in  his  first 
Epistle,  My  little  children^  let  us  not  love  in  word,  l  John  m. 

18 

neither  in  tongue,  Jmt  in  deed  and  in  truth.  Abhorring 
that  which  is  evil;  cleaving  to  that  which  is  good.  Do 
not  trifle  or  tamper  with  anything  wrong ;  do  not  go 
to  the  edge  of  temptation ;  do  not  only  refrain  from 
sin,  but  abhor,  hate,  abominate  it,  because  it  is  sin. 
On  the  other  hand,  do  not  sit  loose  to  what  is  right ; 
do  not  coldly  and  tamely  practise  it  as  a  thing  to 
which  you  are  in  heart  indifferent,  but  cleave  to  it; 
be  glued  toiiyia  the  original  expression ;  grasp  it  as  a 
thing  from  which  nothing  shall  part  or  sever  you. 
In  brotherly  love  affectionate  one  to  another  ;  in  honour  YtT*t\'^. 
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Sermon    esteeming  each  other  before  yourselves ;  as  it  is  else- 
where written,  in  lowliness  of  mind  let  each  esteem 


Phil.  iL  3. 


other  better  than  themselves.    Tliat  is  the  extent  of  the 
charge  here :  not  only  prefer  one  another^  as  by  an  act 
of  voluntary  self-denial,   when   anything   is   to   be 
enjoyed  by  one  which  cannot  be  enjoyed  by  both; 
but  really  and  honestly  think   others   better   than 
yourselves,  more  deserving,  more  worthy  of  honour 
or  advancement :  begin  there,  with  the  thought,  and 
then  your  humility  will  be,  not  assumed — ^for  some- 
times what  is  called  humility  is  only  masked  pride — 
but  ready,  consistent,  and  as  it  were  natural. 
Versell,         -^  earn£stness  not  slothful;  in  spirit  fervent ;  to  the 
Lord  doing  service.    I  pass  over  unwillingly  the  many 
remarks  which  suggest  themselves  upon  this  com- 
bination of  weighty  maxims,  this  threefold  cord  of 
Verse  12.     Christian  duty.   In  hope  rejoicing;  in  affliction  endur^ 
Verse  13.     ing ;  in  prayer  persevering ;  to  the  wants  of  the  saints 
(that  is,   of  Christians)   communicating;    hospitality 
Verse  14.    pursuing.     Bless  them  that  persecute  you;   bless,  and 
Verse  15.     curse  not     If  any  rejoice^  rejoice  with  them;  if  any 
Verse  16.     weep,  weep  with  them:  being  of  the  same  mind  towards 
each  other:  not  minding  high  things,  but  condescending 
to  those  that  are  humile. 

It  is  to  two  of  these  latest  directions  that  I  desire 
now  for  a  few  moments  to  turn  your  thoughts. 

1.  Rejoice  with  them  that  do  rejoice,  and  weep  with 
them  that  weep. 
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The  words  are  very  familiar  to  us ;  but  is  the  thing    Sermon 
which  they  signify?  '- — 

It  is  a  call,  you  observe,  to  sympathy.  That  lies 
on  the  surface.  But  notice  what  St.  Paul  meant  by 
sympathy ;  how  he  describes  it.  Was  any  definition 
of  sympathy  ever  equally  perfect? 

Take  it  in  its  two  parts.  Bejoice  with  them  that  do 
rejoice.  It  is  an  old  remark,  that  this  is  more  difficult 
than  to  weep  with  them  that  weep.  Human  nature, 
&llen  and  unrenewed,  is  said  to  find  even  in  the  mis- 
fortunes of  Mends  something  not  wholly  unpleasing. 
And,  without  dwelling  upon  that  worst  development 
of  the  feeling,  at  least  we  may  say  that  the  prosperity 
of  others  is  sometimes  difficult  to  rejoice  in;  that, 
though  congratulation,  more  or  less  formal,  more  or 
less  hearty,  is  generally  ready,  it  does  not  always 
imply  fellow-joy^  community  of  rejoicing ;  and  that 
there  is  a  point  beyond  which  the  happiness  of  others 
becomes  actually  provoking  to  us ;  there  is  a  joy,  the 
sight  of  which  wearies  and  at  last  irritates ;  a  fulness 
of  success,  and  honour,  and  wealth,  which  we  either 
compare  invidiously  with  our  own  lot,  or  else  grudge 
to  its  possessor. 

My  brethren,  let  us  practise  ourselves  in  this  rule, 
that  we  rejoice  with  them  that  do  rejoice.  It  is  as 
much  a  Christian  duty  as  the  maxim  which  follows  it. 
Let  us  endeavour,  in  little  matters,  'within  our  own 
doors  first  of  all — for  there  the  grace  is  best  learned — 
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Sermon    to  be  glad  when  another  is  glad,  to  feel  another's  joy 
— - —  as  our  joy,  to  be  not  wilUng  only,  but  thankful,  that 


another  should  have,  even  though  that  other's  gain 
may  be  outwardly  our  own  loss.  Try  this,  and,  I  do 
not  say  we  shall  find  it  easy — ^no  Christian  grace,  as 
distinguished  from  natural  disposition,  is  easy — ^yet, 
on  the  other  hand,  to  them  that  believe  in  Christ  and 
in  the  Holy  Spirit  every  Christian  grace  is  possible, 
and  it  is  their  happiness,  no  less  than  their  duty,  to 
strive  after  each. 

This  particular  attainment  is,  in  a  marked  manner, 
its  own  reward.  Once  let  another's  happiness, 
another's  honour,  another's  enjoyment,  become  really 
ours  by  a  sincere  and  hearty  sympathy,  and  it  is 
quite  evident  that  the  happiness  of  our  own  life  must 
be,  not  doubled,  but  multiplied  a  thousand-fold.  The 
chances  of  marked  joy,  if  I  might  so  express  it,  are 
perhaps,  for  any  one  given  person,  less  than  one  to  a 
million ;  but  the  chances  of  some  one  whom  we  know 
thus  rejoicing  are  infinitely  greater;  and,  if  it  once 
matters  not  to  us  whether  the  cause  of  rejoicing  be 
in  another's  lot  or  in  our  own,  then,  from  some  source 
or  other,  we  are  quite  sure  of  joy :  he  who  can  rejoice 
with  them  that  rejoice  must  be  a  happy  man :  the 
waves  of  personal  accident  beat  upon  the  rocks  far 
below  him :  he  himself  dwells  in  the  region  above, 
JolmiiL29.  where  eternal  sunshine  settles  and  gladdens.  He  that 
hath  the  bride  is  the  bridegroom  :  but  the  friend  of  the 
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brtdeffroom,  which  atandeth  and  heareth  htm,  rejoiceth    Sermon 
greatly  because  of  the  bridegrooms  voice:   this  my '. 


joy  therefore  is  fulfilled. 

And  weep  with  them  that  weep.  Said  we  that  this 
was  an  easier  rule  ?  Look  into  it,  and  we  shall  find 
that  it  also  has  its  difficulties. 

Many  persons  in  this  generation — and  we  may  well 
thank  God  for  it — exert  themselves  in  ministering 
to  human  suffering.  It  is  a  first  Christian  duty.  It 
is  made  the  very  test  of  Christian  discipleship.     In-  Matt.  xxv. 

40. 

asmtich  as  ye  have  done  it — ministered,  that  is,  to  the 
sick,  the  hungry,  the  prisoner — unto  one  of  the  least 
of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me.  And, 
amongst  equals  in  social  position,  we  count  any  one 
heartless  whp  does  not  in  some  way,  by  word  or  act, 
show  sympathy  with  sorrow.  But  again,  even  here, 
I  would  say  that  it  is  far  easier  to  do  these  things 
than  really  to  know  anything  of  fellotv-sorrow,  of 
community  in  sorrowing,  of  weeping  with  them  that 
weep.  • 

Much  of  what  passes  for  ministration  to  the  poor 
fails  in  this  point,  on  this  account.  A  Christian 
minister,  or  a  Christian  visitor,  sits  by  the  bedside  of 
the  sick,  or  enters  the  home  of  poverty  or  bereave- 
ment. It  is  well.  He  discharges  a  duty  in  so  doing. 
But  how?  in  what  spirit?  Has  he  left  self  behind 
him  in  that  visit  ?  Does  he  forget  himself  as  he  sits 
there  ?    Does  Jie  throw  his  whole  mind  into  the  mmd 
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Sermon    of  him  to  whom  he  is  ministering?     Or  does  he 

'. utter    the    commonplaces   of   Christian   consolation 

with  a  mere  official  propriety,  with  a  self-centred, 
unsy mpathizing,  unsorrowing  heart  ?  You  will  won- 
der at  the  question:  the  act  itself,  you  say,  shows 
sympathy  with  sorrow :  why  is  he  there  if  he  does 
not  feel  for  the  sufferer  ?  Yes,  he  may  feel  for  him, 
but  does  he — ^for  that  is  the  question — does  he  feel 
with  him  ?  Some  persons  visit  the  afflicted  as  if  for 
the  purpose  of  inverting  the  Apostle's  direction,  and 
rejoicing  with  them  that  weep ;  as  if  the  duty  of  the 
comforter  were  to  ignore  the  suffering  which  he  is  to 
console;  as  if  he  were  sent  to  disparage  the  woe 
which  summoned  him,  and  to  deny  the  wounds  which 
he  came  to  heal.  The  first  requisite  in  all  human 
consolation — might  I  not  say,  the  Scriptures  being 
my  guide,  in  all  Divine  consolation  also — is  sympathy, 
fellow-feeling,  the  appreciation  of  the  calamity,  what- 
ever it  be,  in  its  breadth  and  in  its  depth.  Do 
not  obtrude  upon  me,  exclaims  the  stricken  spirit, 
considerations  of  which  you  yourself  feel  not  the 
appropriateness.  You  say  that  God's  chastisements 
all  work  for  good :  I  hope  it,  I  know  it.  He  has  said 
so :  but  do  not  you  repeat  such  assurances  to  me 
unless  you  understand  first  what  the  chastisement 
is.  Show  me,  by  voice  or  sign,  that  you  measure  my 
woe,  and  then  I  can  listen  to  you :  then  I  can  take 
you  to  my  heart,  and  let  your  words  in. 
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O  there  is  a  depth  of  meaning  in  the  rule,  Weep    Sebmon 

II. 


with  them  that  weep,  which  they  in  this  congregation 
who  have  ever  truly  mourned   can  well  and  truly 

estimate.     To  whom  do  we  turn  in  sorrow?     Is  it 

-I 

to  the  most  voluble  talker?  Is  it  to  the  best-read 
divine?  Is  it,  alas  I  always,  to  the  most  advanced 
Chrifltian-meaBuring  advancement  hj  my  usual 
standard  ?  Is  it  not  to  the  most  loving  heart  ?  Is 
it  not  to  the  person  who,  we  know,  has  himself  sor- 
rowed ?  Is  it  not  to  the  tenderest,  the  gentlest,  the 
most  soothing  voice  that  we  know,  even  if  it  be  that 
of  an  inferior,  of  a  servant,  of  one  more  ignorant 
than  ourselves,  if  only  we  be  assured  that  in  that 
heart  our  sorrow  is  its  own  ? 

Here  then,  as  in  the  former  half  of  the  rule,  I 
would  say,  we  must  practise  this  healing  art ;  prac- 
tise it  as  a  difficult  art ;  practise  it,  as  we  would  any 
other  difficult  attainment,  by  care,  by  pains,  by 
prayer,  by  studying  our  Saviour's  example,  by 
watchful  self-forgetfulness ;  practise  it,*  not  as  a 
thing  to  be  assumed — sorrow  is  quick-sighted,  and 
will  soon  find  out  the  pretence  of  sympathy — but 
rather  as  a  thing  to  be  inspired  into  us  by  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  God,  who  can,  by  His  mighty 
working,  turn  the  stoniest,  the  most  selfish  heart 
into  a  very  fountain  of  sympathy  and  of  tenderness. 
Of  all  the  designations  which  a  human  being,  under 
Christ's  teaching,  can  acquire,  none  is  so  valuabl^^ 


( 
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Sermon   in  the   estimate  of  a  truly  Christian  ambition,   as 
this,  a  son  of  consolation. 


Acts  iy.  36. 

2.  I  pass  to  my  latest  topic  of  remark  for  this 
morning.  Min^  not  high  things^  hut  condescend  to  men 
of  low  estate,  I  think  it  probable  that  the  more 
correct  rendering  of  the  words  would  be,  Condescend 
to  those  things  which  are  lowly.  We  see  a  reference 
Ps.cxxxll. here  to  the  words  of  the  Psalmist:  iorrf,  /  am  not 
high-minded:  I  have  no  proud  looks.  I  do  not 
exercise  myself  in  great  matters^  which  are  too  high 
for  we.  But  I  refrain  my  soul,  and  keep  it  low,  like 
as  a  child  that  is  weaned  from  his  mother, 

I  am  quite  sure  that,  thus  understood,  or  under- 
stood indeed  in  either  sense,  it  is  a  rule  of  the  utmost 
importance,  everywhere,  and  not  least  in  a  congrega- 
tion like  this.  There  are  many  whose  Christian 
life  is  ruined  by  neglecting  it. 

Is  it  not  just  the  neglect  of  this  rule,  which  makes 
the  chief  evil  of  what  is  called  society?  Not  even  , 
frivolity,  not  even  waste  of  time,  not  even  dissipation 
of  thought,  not  even  disregard  of  duty,  is  a  more 
serious  charge  against  a  professedly  Christian  world 
in  its  mode  of  social  intercourse,  than  this ;  that  it 
will  set  its  heart  on  high  things,  and  will  not  con- 
descend either  to  persons  or  to  things  of  low  degree. 
It  is  a  constant  pursuit  of  high  things ;  a  struggle  to 
rise  one  step  higher,  and  then  one  yet  higher,  on  the 
ladder  of  ambition,  whatever  its  particular  ambition 
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be ;  it  may  be  of  rank,  it  may  be  of  fame,  it  may  be    Sermon 

of  fashion,  it  may  be  of  excitement  generally ;  most '- — 

often  it  is,  in  some  shape  or  other,  the  ambition  of 
distinction ;  but,  whatever  the  particular  aim,  it  is 
briefly  to  be  described  as  a  minding  of  high  things, 
and  the  proper  remedy  for  it  is  that  here  prescribed 
by  St.  Paul,  Condescend  to  things  that  are  lowly. 

How  great  a  work  might  true  charity  do  in  this 
respect,  in  relation  to  society  I  Even  in  its  choice  of 
associates :  why  call  only  to  thy  feasts  the  rich, 
the  great,  the  intellectual?  why  not  remember 
sometimes  those  to  whom  to  visit  would  be  a  pleasure 
received  rather  than  given;  to  whom  the  sight  of 
a  new  face,  the  hearing  of  a  new  voice,  would  be  of 
itseK  a  luxury  and  a  progress?  And  how  good 
would  it  be  for  all  who  are  much,  of  necessity  or  by 
choice,  in  what  we  call  briefly  the  world,  to  force 
themselves  sometimes  into  a  totally  opposite  scene  : 
let  them  learn  by  their  own  observation  what  human 
life  is  to  a  different  and  far  larger  part  of  their  race  : 
let  them  look  in  upon  the  abodes  of  poverty,  of 
privation,  of  sickness,  of  unhappiness,  which  sur- 
round here  on  every  side  the  dwellings  of  luxury 
and  of  abundance :  let  them  listen  sometimes  to  the 
history  of  such  a  life ;  its  tale  of  gradual  deterioration 
or  of  sudden  sin,  of  early  neglect,  of  vicious  example, 
of  total  disregard  on  the  part  of  those  who  ought  to 
have  instructed  and  remonstrated  and  warned,  atlsi^t 
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Sermon   of  utter  hopelessness,  of  despair  for  both  worlds  :  let 

II. 
'- —  them  hear  and  ponder  these  things,  condescending, 

with  humility,  and  surely  with  thankfulness  to  Him 

who  has  made  them  to  differ,  to  persons  and  things 

of  low  degree;  and  assuredly  they  will  return  into 

their  own  circle  of  life  wiser  if  sadder  men ;  set  upon 

redeeming  the  time ;  set  upon  remembering  God  and 

their  brethren;  set  upon  raising  the  tone,  both  in 

point  of  religion  and  of  charity,  of  those  with  whom 

they  associate ;  set  upon  doing  good,  while  they  live, 

with  the  talents,  material,  mental,  and  spiritual,  with 

which  God  has  so  largely,  so  distinctively,  endowed 

them. 

And,  for  us  all,  whether  in  the  world  (so  called)  or 

•    out  of  it ;    for  persons,   more   especially,   who   live 

much  alone ;  above  all,  for  deep  thinkers  and  large 

readers,  for  persons  who  enter  into  abstruse  doctrines 

whether  of  science,  philosophy,  or  religion ;  how  wise 

a  rule  is  that  which  bids  them  not  always  to  be 

minding  high   things,  but  to  take   care  that  they 

condescend  also  to  things  as  well  as  to  persons  of 

low  degree.       There  is  a  narrowing  effect,  as  well 

as  a  widening,  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge,  yes,  even 

of  Divine  knowledge,  if  that  knowledge  be  chiefly 

intellectual.      A  man  who  lives  much  in  study  must 

be  to  a  great  degree  a  solitary  man  ;  and  a  solitary 

man  must  be,  in  some  most  important  respects,  a 

narrow    man.      His    charities   become    contracted; 
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the  ties  of  sympathy  with  his  fellows,  except  a  few    Sermon 
chosen  associates,  become  weaker ;  and,  where  these '- — 


things  are  feeble,  the  minding  of  high  things  is  at 
once  perilous ;  perilous  even  to  the  search  for  truth  ; 
perilous,  yet  more  surely,  to  the  growth  of  grace. 
How  many  a  man,  with  every  desire  to  be  right,  with 
the  most  patient  and  earnest  pursuit  of  the  highest 
truth,  has  ended  his  course  a  doubter  or  a  disbeliever, 
mainly,  we  may  well  believe,  for  this  reason,  that  he 
never  forced  himself  to  condescend  to  the  humble, 
never  sought  in  the  poor  man's  cottage  a  deeper 
wisdom  than  was  dreamed  of  in  his  philosophy,  never 
communed  with  the  suffering  and  the  xmhappy,  never 
saw  for  himself  what  truth  is  alone  applicable  to  the 
sick-chamber  and  the  dying-bed,  never  discovered 
that  the  true  way  to  knowledge  is  through  love ;  that, 
if  any  man  love  God,  the  same  is  known  of  Him;  and  lCor.viii.S. 
therefore,  taking  a  wrong  turning  in  his  journey,  never 
reached  its  end,  but  lived  ignorant  of  a  Saviour,  and 
died  doubtful  of  a  heaven.  If  he  had  learned  be- 
times to  condescend  to  things  lowly,  he  would  have 
entered  at  length,  with  a  true  insight,  into  the  things 
which  transcend  knowledge. 

My  brethren,  if  we  have  been  humbled,  as  we 
surely  must  have  been,  by  the  teaching  of  this  day's 
Epistle,  let  us  not  depart  without  a  thankful  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  truth  and  value  of  that  teaching, 
and  an  earnest  prayer  that  He  who  alone  can,  m\\.\i^ 

d2 
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Sermox    pleased  to  write  it  on  our  hearts.     The  tccrd  that  I 
hare  spoken j  our  Lord  said,  the  same  shall  Judge  hhn 


John  xii. 

43.  in  the  last  day.  Let  us  not  form  the  habit  of  putting 
that  word  from  us  now,  to  meet  it  again  at  the  great 
day  as  our  accuser  and  our  judge.  Let  us  begin  by 
putting  into  practice  its  wise  yet  simple  lessons,  as 
we  learn  them  from  Sunday  to  Sunday.  Let  us  gather 
now  around  Christ's  Table,  to  seal  our  allegiance  to 
Him  as  our  Divine  Teacher  as  well  as  our  Almighty 
and  most  merciful  Saviour.  Let  this  coming  week 
see  in  all  of  us  some  fruit  of  God's  instruction  to- 
day. And  let  us  come  together,  week  by  week,  as 
persons  who  need  and  expect  that  instruction ;  as 
1  Pet  ii.  2.  persons  desiring^  to  use  St.  Peter  s  expression,  the 
sincere  milk  of  the  xcord,  that  ice  may  grow  therehy. 


SERMON  III. 


THE  DOCTRINE  OF  OBEDIENCE. 


EPISTLE    FOR    THE    FOURTH    SUNDAY    AFTER     THE 

EPIPHANY. 

Romans  xin.  1 — 7. 

1  Let  every  soul  submit  to  superior  authorities :  for  there  is 
no  authority  hut  from  God,  and  those  that  are  have  been 

2  appointed  hy  God  :  so  that  he  who  resists  the  authority 
withstands  the  arrangermnt  of  God  ;  and  they  that  vnthstand 

8  shall  receive  for  theTosdves  judgment.  For  rulers  are  not  a 
terror  to  the  good  work,  but  to  the  evil.  And  wouldest  thou 
not  fear  the  authority  ?   do  that  which  is  good,  and  thou 

4  shalt  have  praise  from  it  :  for  it  is  a  minister  of  God  to  thee 
for  that  which  is  good.  But,  if  thou  do  that  which  is  evil, 
fear  it :  foi'  not  in  vain  it  bears  the  sword :  for  it  is  a 
minister  of  God,  an  avenger  for  vrrath  to  him  thai,  doeth  that 

5  which  is  evil,  Wlierefore  there  is  a  necessity  to  suhmit,  not 
only  on  accou/nt  of  the  vrrath,  but  also  for  the  sake  of  the 

6  conscience.  For  for  this  cause  ye  pay  tribute  also:  for  they 
are  officers  of  God,  constantly  engaged  upon  this  vei^y  thing, 

7  Render  to  all  their  dues  :  to  him  to  whom  you  ovje  tribute, 
tribute  ;  to  whom  ci^tom,  custom ;  to  whom  fear,  fear  ;  to 
whom  honour,  honour. 


SERMON  IIIJ 


THE  DOCTRINE  OF  OBEDIENCK 


KOMANS  xnL  7. 

Bender  therefore  to  all  their  dues :  trihtUe  to  whom  tribute  is  due  ; 
custom  to  whom  custom;  fear  to  whom  fea/r;  honour  to  whom 
honowr. 

The   various   precepts   of   the   twelfth   chapter   are    Sermon 
ended.     The  principle  has  been  laid  down :  we  are ! 


to  present  ourselves  to  God  as  a  living- sacrifice.  We 
are  to  live  as  persons  belonging  to  a  different  world 
from  this  in  which  we  live ;  belonging  to  eternity, 
not  to  time.  In  carrying  out  this  principle,  we  are, 
first  of  all,  to  be  humble ;  meaning  by  humility  not 
"voluntary  humility,"  not  condescension,  of  our 
own  free  will,  to  a  place  lower  than  that  which  we, 
all  along,  feel  to  belong  to  us ;  but  a  sober  and 
therefore  a  low  estimate  of  our  own  powers,  our  own 
merits,  and  our  own  rights.  In  the  next  place,  we 
are  to  recognise  our  membership  in  a  body ;  we  are 
to  think  of  ourselves  as  parts,  as  items,  not  as  totals ; 
we  are  to  do  that  which  we  are  set  to  do,  and  quali- 
fied to  do,  with  the  same  undivided  attention,  and  the 
same  simplicity  of  duty,  with  which  an  eye  or  a  hand 

1  A  collection  was  made  after  this  Sermon  for  the  Pimlico  Dis- 
pensary. 
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Sermon    does  its  part  in  a  human  body,  neither  priding  itself 
'- —  upon  its  own  work,  nor  intruding  into  another's.     In 


the  next  place,  amongst  a  multitude  of  separate 
duties,  we  are  never  to  lose  sight  of  love  as  the  great 
and  comprehensive  office  of  every  one ;  love,  showing 
itself  in  kindness ;  love,  showing  itself  in  sympathy ; 
love,  showing  itself  in  forbearance;  love,  showing 
itself  in  returning  good  for  evil,  and  in  conquering 
evil  by  good. 

To-day  we  reach  a  further  rule  of  Christian  duty ; 

Verse  1.  that  of  obedience  to  constituted  authority.  Let  every 
soul,  every  living  person,  submit  to  superior  autho- 
rities:  for  there  is  no  authority  but  Jrom  God:  and 
those  that  are  in  existence  have  been  appointed  by  Ood, 

Terse  2.  So  that  he  who  resists  the  authority,  the  particular 
authority  under  which  he  is  placed  in  any  respect, 
withstands  the  arrangement,  the  ordinance  or  appoint- 
ment, of  God ;  and  they  that  so  withstand  shall  receive 
for  themselves  judgment ;  punishment  here,  and  God's 

Verse  Z.  disapprobation  and  displeasure  with  it.  For  rulers 
are  not  a  terror  to  the  good  work,  to  the  well-doer, 
but  to  the  evil.  And  wouldest  thou  not  fear  the 
authority,  have  no  cause  to  dread  the  power  of  the 
human  ruler?   do  that  which  is  good,   and,    instead 

Verse  4.      of  punishment,    thou  shall  have  praise  from  it :  for 
it  is  a  minister  of  God  to  theej-or  that  which  is  good ; 
to  bring  thee   safety,  honour,  and  peace.     But,   if 
thou  do  that  which  is  evil,  fear  it ;  thou  hast  cause 


^ 
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to  do  so;  for  not  in  vam  it  bears  the  sword;  that    Sermon 

III. 
sword  which  is  the  emblem  of  the  power  to  punish ; '- — 


fiyr  itj  the  authority  of  the  human  ruler,  is,  in 
this  case  also,  a  minister  of  God ;  and  charged  with 
a  very  different  office  from  that  which  it  exercises 
towards  the  good;  namely,  that  of  an  avenger  for 
wrathj  to  assign  punishment,  to  him  that  doeth  that 
which  is  evil.  Wherefore  there  is  a  necessity  to  submit,  V^'^e  5. 
to  be  submissive  and  obedient,  not  only  on  account  of 
the  wrath,  that  wrath  of  which  the  foregoing  verse 
spoke,  but  also  for  the  sake  of  the  conscience,  to  keep 
it  clear  and  without  offence  in  the  sight  of  God.  For  Verse  0. 
for  this  cause  ye  pay  tribute  also  :  it  is  this  considera- 
tion which  justifies  the  imposition  of  pecuniary 
burdens  upon  the  subject:  namely,  because  they, 
human  rulers,  are  officers  of  Ood,  constantly  engaged 
upon  this  very  thing  ;  upon  God's  work  in  one  of  its 
definite  departments.  Render  therefore,  give  back —  Verte  7. 
it  is  an  act  of  simple  restitution ;  not  of  merit,  but 
of  honesty  and  equity — to  all  their  dues;  whatever  it 
be  to  which  they  are  entitled  at  your  hands :  to  him 
to  whom  you  owe  tribute,  tribute;  to  whom  custom, 
custom ;  the  former  word  probably  denoting  all  pay- 
ments levied  upon  persons,  whether  by  a  foreign 
power,  or  in  the  form  of  direct  taxation  at  home ;  and 
the  latter,  custom,  all  duties  upon  things,  whether  in 
the  form  of  toll,  custom,  or  duty;  to  whom  fear ,  fear ; 
to  whom  honour,  honour. 
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Sermon        And  now,  my  brethren,  having  read  to  you  once 

III 
'- —  again   this  important,   though  often  neglected   and 

sometimes  misapplied,  passage  of  the  Holy  Word  of 

God,  I  would  ask  you  to  go  on  with  me  into  one  or 

two  considerations,  first  upon  the  passage  itself  as  a 

whole,  and  then  in  reference  to  our  own  conduct  and 

circumstances.     We  shall  find,  in  so  doing,  that  the 

special  practical  request  with  which  my  sermon  is  to 

conclude  has  not  been  lost  sight  of  nor  put  aside. 

1.  First,  then,  I  would  notice,  as  suggested  by 
the  passage  generally,  the  breadth  and  largeness  of  the 
Gospel  precepts. 

The  Bible  contains  nothing  of  what  is  commonly 
called  casuistry.  It  does  not  deal  in  cases  of  con- 
science. It  supposes  the  minds  of  its  readers  to  be 
capable  of  treating  it  rationally ;  of  exercising  good 
sense  and  sound  judgment  in  its  adaptation  to 
varying  and  sometimes  trying  conjunctures. 

People  say,  on  reading  this  passage,  St.  Paul 
makes  no  exceptions  here.  He  lays  down  a  principle 
too  broad  for  literal  obedience.  He  says  nothing 
here,  for  example,  of  bad  rulers.  He  does  not  intro- 
duce, after  the  charge  to  obey  human  authorities,  the 
words,  "  So  far  as  their  own  character  is  decently 
good,  or  their  commands  not  clearly  opposed  to  the 
law  of  justice  and  right."  He  does  not  say,  **  When 
conscience  clashes  with  authority,  then  you  must  obey 
God  rather  than  men."     No,  he  does  not  say  this. 
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And  why  ?    Because  he  is  writing  to  Christian  men,    Sermon 

who  know  this  well  enough  already.     He  is  writing '- — 

to  those  who  showed  by  their  lives,  by  their  con- 
stancy (in  many  cases)  even  unto  death,  that  they 
were  well  aware  that,  if  the  emergency  should  arise, 
they  must  be  prepared  to  make  any  sacrifice,  even 
that  of  life  itself,  rather  than  obey  the  command  of 
a  human  ruler  to  dishonour  or  deny  their  Saviour. 

Nor  does  St  Paul  enter  here  into  the  case  which 
has  sometimes  proved  so  perplexing,  that  of  persons 
living  in  disturbed  times,  and  called  to  witness,  or 
even  to  take  part  in,  a  transfer  of  power,  a  change 
of  dynasty,  a  period  of  revolution,  or  of  usurpation. 
He  has  aid  down  no  rule  as  to  the  precise  point 
at  which  authority  becomes  established;  at  which 
adhesion  to  the  old  becomes  a  senseless  fanaticism, 
and  aUegiance  to  the  new  a  rational  and  therefore 
also  a  Christian  duty.  These  things  have  been  found 
by  experience  to  be  not  merely  matters  of  anxiety 
and  of  peril,  but  questions  too  of  right  and  wrong, 
upon  which  it  was  easy  to  err,  and  in  which  eri'or  was 
of  no  trivial  import  But  here  also  the  precept  must 
be  broadly  stated,  and  the  application  of  it  to  circum- 
stances left  to  the  individual  judgment.  St.  Paul 
knew  that  the  Bible  is  not  God's  only  gift  to  man. 
There  is  the  gift  of  conscience  too.  There  is  the 
gift  of  intelligence  and  of  practical  wisdom.  There 
is  the  gift,  above  all,  of  His  Holy  Spirit,  whose  bright 
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SERifOH   shining  within,  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  believe, 
IIL       .  . 
is  a  guide  not  less  amidst  the  difficulties  of  God's 


Word   than  in   the  intricacies   of  human  life  and 
circumstance. 

Nor  does  St  Paul  in  this  passage  enter  into  any  of 
those  distinctions,  which  sometimes  have  to  be  made, 
between  the  Christian's  duty  to  particular  rulers,  and 
his  duty  to  those  higher  laws  by  which  they  rule. 

Prov.  viiL  No  particular  authority  stands  entirely  isolated.  By 
me  Icings  reign.  The  power  of  every  sovereign  is 
limited  by  some  law ;  if  not  by  constitutional  law, 
yet  at  least  by  human  and  by  Divine  law;  by  those 
restrictions  of  common  humanity  and  of  religious 
responsibility,  which  are  in  one  point  of  view  checks 
upon  the  ruler,  and  in  another  point  of  view  rights  of 
the  subject.  St  Paul  himself  did  not  consider  that 
he  was  precluded  from  urging  his  rights  as  a  citizen 

Acts  xxH.  in  bar  of  inhumanity  and  injustice.  As  they  hound 
him  with  thongSy  Paul  said  unto  the  centunon  that 
stood  by,  Is  it  lawful  for  you  to  scourge  a  man  that  is 
a  Moman,  and  uncondemned?  He  was  not  one  of 
those  who  court  martyrdom,  though  he  met  it  bravely 
when  it  came  to  him.  The  preservation  of  life  is  a 
duty  in  its  place.  The  maintenance  of  rights  is  a 
duty  in  its  place.  It  is  an  act  of  suicide  to  disregard 
the  one,  and  it  is  an  act  of  treason  to  be  indifferent  to 
the  other.  When  St.  Paul  speaks  here  of  constituted 
authorities,   he  includes  those   higher  laws    under 
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which  all  human  rulers  act,  as  well  as  the  special  and    Sermon 

III. 
lower  laws  made  under  them.     It  is  one  of  the  most '■ — 

anxious  questions  for  a  Christian  in  certain  times,  • 
how  far  he  is  justified  in  waiving  rights  which  are  a 
national  birthright,  in  deference  to  edicts  which  derive 
their  binding  force  from  the  very  constitution  which 
they  violate.  And  nothing,  assuredly,  contained  in 
this  chapter,  calls  upon  any  man  to  forego  the  exer- 
cise of  powers  conferred  upon  him  by  his  own 
citizenship,  and  which  as  truly  come  under  the 
description  oi  powers  that  be,  of  authorities  ordained 
of  God,  as  the  prerogatives  of  princes  or  the  majesty 
of  a  throne. 

But  the  remark  at  present  made  is  upon  the  absence 
of  any  such  express  exceptions  and  limitations  with 
reference  to  the  precept  here  enforced.  The  broad 
principle  is  stated ;  obedience  to  lawful  power.  The 
application  of  it  is  left  to  reason,  to  conscience,  to  the 
inward  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  And  which  of 
us  may  not  thankfully  acknowledge  that  for  us,  at 
all  events,  the  absence  of  exceptions  makes  the  pas- 
sage only  the  more  suitable  ?  We  live  in  times  which 
need  no  such  limitations.  Our  duty  is  clear  and  plain. 
There  is  no  conflict,  for  us,  between  authority  and  con- 
science. There  is  no  question,  for  us,  of  disputed  or 
divided  allegiance.  There  is  no  restriction  attempted, 
for  us,  upon  the  rights  of  the  subject,  the  freedom  of 
thought  or  the  freedom  of  discussion.    In  t\i^  «>ai£i^ 
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Sermon    degree  we  recognize  here  the  adaptation  of  the  Bible 
, '. —  to  all  times,  arising,  in  great  part,  out  of  the  breadth 


.   of  its  precepts  and  the  largeness  of  its  principles. 

2.  I  would  notice  briefly,  in  the  second  place, 
what  I  may  describe  as  the  wholesomeneas  of  the 
Oospel  teaching. 

There  is  nothing  morbid  in  the  Bible.  It  is  writ- 
ten, in  one  sense,  for  the  diseased ;  but,  if  so,  it  is 
written  to  bring  them  to  health.  It  is  written  for 
the  sinful,  for  the  weak,  for  the  tempted,  for  the  often 
troubled  and  distressed :  but  it  is  not  written  for  the 
perverse,  for  the  crooked-minded,  for  the  ingenious 
self-tormentor  or  the  sophistical  speculator. 

Take  an  example  from  this  day's  Epistle.  What  a 
sound,  healthy,  profitable  principle  is  here  laid  down ! 
If  you  are  a  Christian,  remember,  you  are  not  of  this 
world.  In  it  you  are ;  of  it  you  are  not.  Christ's 
John  xviii.  Mngdom  is  not  of  this  world.  What  then  ?  Does 
the  being  a  Christian  set  you  loose  from  the  restraints 
of  human  society  ?  Does  it  give  you  licence  to  say, 
I  am  above  these  things;  I  can  look  down  upon 
them ;  I  can  judge  for  myself  how  far  they  are  for 
me,  and,  as  I  judge,  I  shall  either  obey  or  rebel  ? 
No ;  the  Christian's  being  above  all  these  things  is 
only  a  reason  why  it  should  be  easier  to  him  to 
acquiesce  in  them:  if  he  knows  that  this  world  is 
but  a  shadow,  its  restrictions,  as  well  as  its  vexations, 
ought  to  be  the  lighter  and  more  tolerable :  if  he  has 
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a  Master,  a  Lord,  a  King,  above,  he  must  show  it  by    Sermon 

being  the  most  orderly,  the  most  loyal,  the  most  re '■ — ^ 

spectful,  the  most  reverent,  of  all  the  subjects  of  that 
throne  on  earth  which  derives  its  authority  over  him 
from  the  throne  in  heaven.  Every  one  of  Christ's 
precepts — ^this  one  first  of  all — tends  to  make  earth 
a  scene  of  order  and  tranquillity  in  the  very  same 
degree  in  which  it  teaches  men  to  regard  earth  as 
a  small  and  insignificant  portion  of  the  whole  of  their 
space  and  the  whole  of  their  time. 

3.  But  now  I  must  pass,  in  the  third  place,  to  a 
few  practical  suggestions  upon  the  principle  here  laid 
down. 

i.  Amongst  these  I  must  place  foremost  the  charge 
to  carry  it  out  consistently  in  all  departments  of  life. 
Do  not  imagine  that  you  have  obeyed  this  inspired 
rule  when  you  have  refrained  frx)m  disobedience  or 
disloyalty  towards  the  throne.  Which  of  us  is 
tempted  to  such  acts?  But  observe  how  wide  the 
charge  is.  Let  every  soul  be  subject  to  superior  aur- 
tkorities :  for  there  is  no  authority  save  from  God : 
the  authorities  that  exist  are  all  ordained  of  God.  Is 
not  parental  authority  included  here?  Is  not  the 
authority  of  the  master  of  a  family  recognized  here? 
Is  not  the  authority  of  every  person  towards  whom 
we  stand  in  a  position  of  dependence  or  subordination 
asserted  here  ?  Does  not  the  Clergyman  read  here  the 
Divine  warrant  for  the  authority  of  his  Biahop  m  iW. 


( 
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Sermon    things  indifferent  and  in  all  things  lawful?    Does  not 

III.  .  .  . 

^ *- —  every  Englishman  read  here  the  Divine  warrant  for 

the  authority  of  Parliament ;  none  the  less  because  he 
himself  may  possess  in  the  expression  of  that  autho- 
rity either  a  suggesting  or  at  least  a  controlling  voice  ? 
St.  Paul  wrote  under  a  despotic  government :  he 
asserts  for  a  Nero  the  Divine  right  to  rule :  would  he 
not  have  claimed  at  least  the  same  amount  of  Chris- 
tian loyalty  for  a  constitutional  throne,  and  would  he 
not  have  included  in  that  claim  (in  due  place  and 
degree)  every  one  of  the  adjuncts  and  complements 
of  the  royal  power,  whether  in  the  form  of  adminis- 
tration or  of  legislation,  whether  exercised  through 
the  State,  the  Church,  or  the  family  ? 

ii.  Again,  let  us  remember  —  in  a  congregation 
like  this  well  may  we  be  reminded  of  it — that  every 
relative  duty  has  its  correlative  :  if  it  is  the  duty  of 
one  to  obey  reverently,  it  must  be  the  duty  of  an- 
other to  rule  well.  Whatever  be  our  position,  how- 
ever humble  it  may  be  in  some  aspects,  yet,  so  far  as 
it  is  one  of  authority,  if  it  be  but  over  a  few  servants, 
each .  one  of  us  is,  in  the  sense  here  designed,  *'  a 
minister  of  God,"  "an  officer  of  God."  There  is 
nothing  presumptuous  in  taking  that  title.  We  do 
a  great  injury  to  ourselves  when  we  restrict  that  title 
to  one  particular  calling;  to  those  who  officiate  in 
the  Church  as  pastors  and  teachers.  Every  head  of 
a  fa^mily  is  a  minister  of  God,     Every  parent  is  a 


OBEDIENCE.  49 

minister    of   God.     Every    employer   of  workmen,    Sermon 
every  instructor  of  the  young,  every  superintendent  '■ — 


of  an  office,  is  a  minister  of  God.  In  a  yet  higher 
sense  is  every  one  who  holds  office  in  the  State, 
every  one  who  presides  over  a  department,  every  one 
who  has  a  place  in  the  Legislature,  a  minister  of  God. 
It  is  not  that  we  over-estimate  our  positions :  that  is 
not  the  danger  against  which  we  need  to  be  warned : 
it  is  rather  that  we  undervalue  them ;  we  think  it 
a  part  of  humility  to  do  so :  in  reality  it  is  often  a 
cloke  for  worldliness,  an  excuse  for  shirking  respon- 
sibility and  avoiding  those  serious  thoughts  which  a 
sense  of  responsibility  brings  after  it  Of  ourselves 
we  cannot  think  too  meanly;  but  we  have  the 
example  and  authority  of  St.  Paul  himself  for 
magnifying  our  office,  Rom.xi.l8. 

iii  Again^  we  must  act  upon  the  charge  before 
us  in  small  details.     I  will  mention  two  of  these. 

Cheerfulness  in  bearing  the  burdens  imposed  upon 
us  for  the  State-service.  The  laws  of  the  country,  in 
theory  at  leasts  give  to  the  people  a  veto  upon  tax- 
ation. There  is  nothing  wrong  therefore  in  the 
constitutional  and  orderly  exercise  of  that  controlling 
power.  But,  when  discussioi^  is  ended,  and  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Legislature  has  decided  upon  a  particular 
amount  and  form  of  impost,  then  there  ought  to  be, 
on  the  part  of  all  Christian  subjects,  a  cheerfulness  in 
paying.    We  ought  to  regard  the  burden  aa  de&iitdj 


3  THB   DOCTRINE   OP 

Sermon    and  directly  occasioned  by  God's  gift  to  us  of  a  con- 

lU.         .     .  ^  « 
'- —  stitutional  government. 

The  other  point  I  would  mention  is,  respectful 
language  at  all  times  about  those  in  authority.  A 
general  loyalty  of  feeling  is  often  made  compatible 
with  a  great  want  of  respect,  in  private  conversation, 
towards  the  royal  house,  if  not  towards  the  royal  per- 
son. This  is  much  to  be  regretted.  As  Christians, 
we  ought  not  to  allow  this  in  ourselves.  The  habit 
of  retailing  disrespectful  and  disparaging  anecdotes, 
still  more  of  imputing  tmworthy  intentions  and 
motives,  as  it  is  at  all  times  a  breach  of  the  law  of 
charity,  so,  in  this  particular  application  of  it,  is  a 
breach  also  of  the  rule  of  loyalty. 

iv.  Once  more,  we  are  bound  at  all  times  to 
cherish,  and  from  time  to  time  more  earnestly  to 
express,  a  spirit  of  thankfulness  to  Grod  Himself  for 
what  I  have  just  called  His  gift  to  us  of  government. 
Any  government  is  better  than  none.  Any  evils  in 
government  are  less  than  the  least  of  those  evils 
from  which  the  worst  of  governments  releases  us. 
No  tyranny  can  be  comparable  in  wretchedness  to 
anarchy.  St.  Paul  taught  Christians  to  be  thankful 
for  the  rule  of  a  licentious,  a  cruel,  and  a  heathen 
Emperor,  What  would  he  have  prescribed  to  us  as 
the  due  measure  of  gratitude  for  a  constitutional  and 
a  free  government?  for  a  throne  of  spotless  purity  in 
example,  and  of  deep  and  lively  sympathy  with  the 
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people's  joys  and  woes?   for  laws  which  recognize    Sermow 

religion,  maintain  order,  secure  liberty,  and  coerce '- — 

where  they  cannot  extirpate  crime  ?  To  give  thanks 
to  God  for  these  things  is  the  duty  of  every  heart 
which  is  not  most  ungratefal. 

V.  I  add  one  concluding  word  of  exhortation. 
And  this  is,  that  we  take  a  more  lively  interest 
than  is,  I  fear,  common  amongst  us,  in  those  parts  of 
our  PubUc  Worship  which  have  a  direct  reference  to 
the  persons  of  our  rulers  and  to  the  deliberations  of 
our  Legislature.  We  are  all  apt  to  slur  over  these 
portions  of  the  service,  these  (as  they  are  sometimes 
unhappily  designated)  State^prayers.  Some  persons 
complain  of  them  as  too  long,  too  frequent.  How 
cold  is  often  the  "  Amen  "  which  closes  the  Prayer 
for  the  Queen,  the  Prayer  for  the  Eoyal  Family,  the 
Prayer  for  the  Houses  of  Parliament!  These  things, 
my  brethren,  ought  not  so  to  be.  St.  Paul,  if  he 
were  amongst  us,  would  reprove  such  indifference. 
The  Holy  Spirit,  who  is  still  amongst  us,  has  caused 
the  admonition  to  come  home,  I  doubt  not,  to  some 
hearts.  No  blessing,  depend  upon  it,  is  more  cer- 
tain than  that  which  attends  what  may  be  truly 
called  disinterested  petitions;  prayers  for  others; 
prayers  which  really  do  forget  ourselves,  and  take 
a  wider  and  less  selfish  range.  But  the  prayers  of 
wluch  I  now  speak,  if  in  one  sense  disinterested, 
can  scarcely  be  so  described  in  every  sense,    ^^ 

E  2 
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Sermon    are  deeply  concerned  in  them.     In  the  example  set 
'■ —  by  our  rulers — most  of  all,  I  say  it  deliberately,  in 


the  example  set  by  our  Court — ^we  are  all  directly 
and  personally  concerned.     We  know  not  what  we 
owe  to  it,  in  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  land,  in 
the  privacy  of  our  humblest  homes  as  well  as  in  our 
influence  upon  surrounding  nations.     In  the  adminis- 
tration of  our  rulers,  in  the  legislation  of  our  Parlia- 
ment, I  need  not  stay  to  show  that  we  are  most 
distinctly  interested.     But  on  all  accounts,  whether 
for  our  own  sake,  or  not  for  our  own  sake  at  all,  we 
are  bound  to  pray  these  prayers  with  all  our  hearts. 
lTim.u.  1. 1  exhort  therefore,  wrote  the  same  inspired  Apostle  to 
his  beloved  disciple  whom  he  had  left  in  charge  of 
the  Ephesian  congregations,  that,  first  of  all,  supplica-- 
tionSy  prayers,  intercessions^  and  giving  of  thanks,  be 
made  for  all  men;  for  hingSy  and  for  all  that  are  in 
authority  ;  that  we  may  had  a  quiet  and  peaceable  life 
in  all  godliness  and  honesty :  for  this  is  good  and 
acceptable  in  the  sight  of  God  our  Saviour, 

4.  And  now,  finally,  I  have  to  give  a  yet  wider 
scope  to  the  words  of  the  text.  Render  therefore  to 
all  their  dues.  I  have  to  remind  you  that,  besides 
the  dues  of  princes,  there  are  also  dues  of  the  humble. 
lPet.iLl7.  Honour  all  men,  St.  Peter  says:  and  therefore 
the  words  of  the  text,  fionour  to  whom  honour,  may 
be  made  to  embrace  even  the  poor.  •  But  you  will 
not  ask  me  for  a  text  to  justify  that  act  of  kindness 
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to  which  you  are  invited  to-day.     You  feel  in  your     Sermon 

hearts,  as  well  as  know  in  your  understandings,  that '■ — 

they  to  whom  God  has  been  so  bountiful  in  His  out- 
ward gifts  as  He  has  been  to  us,  do  owe  some  ac- 
knowledgment of  this  undeserved  difference  to  those 
who  have  been  less  favoured.  And  of  all  the  ways 
in  which  this  can  be  done,  there  is  none  more  plainly 
useful  than  the  supply  of  help,  skilful  help,  in  time 
of  sickness.  Sickness  is  a  serious  thing  to  the  rich : 
what  must  it  be  to  the  poor  I  Those  who  have  no 
access  of  their  own  to  the  physician,  and  no  means 
of  paying  for  medicine  even  if  they  could  obtain 
advice,  must  become,  at  such  times,  helpless  and 
hopeless  indeed.  It  is  to  meet  such  distress,  that 
sort  of  distress  which  makes  the  most  marked,  and 
one  of  the  most  real,  of  all  the  differences  between  the 
rich  man  and  the  poor,  that  the  present  call  is  ad- 
dressed to  you.  The  words  of  the  preacher  on  such 
an  occasion  are  not  needed.  Nothing,  on  such  a 
topic,  can  be  so  eloquent  as  facts.  I  may  briefly 
state  to  you  that,  whereas  upwards  of  seven  thousand 
cases  of  accident  or  disease  were  ministered  to  by 
this  charity  during  the  past  year,  being  an  increase 
of  one  thousand  cases  upon  the  year  preceding,  the 
expenses  during  the  same  period  exceeded  the  income 
by  almost  seventy  pounds.  I  am  sure  it  is  only  needful 
to  state  this  fact  in  order  to  secure  your  ready  and 
hearty  interposition.   You  will  take  care  that  this  debt 
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Sermon    IS  forthwith  discharged.     Bat  I  have  to  add  that  help 

IIL  ... 
of  a  larger  and  more  expensive  kind  is  also  urgently 


needed.  The  premises  of  this  Dispensary  are  small 
and  unhealthy.  During  the  hours  of  daily  applicar 
tion,  the  rooms  in  which  the  poor  patients  await 
their  tnm  of  ministration  are  crowded  to  overflowing, 
and  the  hot  air,  charged  with  disease,  is  working  new 
mischief  in  those  who  are  seeking  relief  from  former 
ills.  If  the  charity  is  not  to  defeat  its  own  aim, 
there  must  be  a  large  and  a  prompt  addition  to  the 
buildings  themselves.  I  say  once  again  that^  when 
you  know  these  things,  you  will,  I  am  quite  sure,  be 
prompt  in  meeting  them.  You  will  recognize  here  a 
want  which  it  is  in  your  power,  as  I  know  that  it  is  in 
your  will,  to  supply.  You  will  secure  for  yourselves 
the  happiness  of  feeling  that  your  enjoyment  of  life 
is  not  selfish,  not  uncharitable,  not  unblessed ;  but 
rather  that  of  those  who  consider  the  poor  and  needy, 
and  know,  that  in  ministering  to  them,  it  is  their 
privilege  and  their  happiness  to  minister  to  Christ. 

Yes,  to  minister  to  Christ.  In  rendering  other 
dues,  readily  and  cheerfully,  we  must  not  forget  the 
Matt  xxil  highest  of  all.  Render  therefore  unto  Ccesar  the  things 
which  are  Ccesar  8,  and  unto  Ood  the  things  that  are 
God's.  The  claim  of  God  upon  us  is  one  which  we 
can  never  discharge.  Yet  the  thankful  heart  "by 
owing  owes  not,  but  still  pays,  at  once  indebted  and 
discharged."     Thankfulness,  by  God's  grace,  we  can 
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give  Him.    Let  it  not  be  withheld.    And  thankM-    Sermon 
ness  to  Grod  will  ever  show  itself  in  charity  to  man. '- — 


We  love  Htm.  because  He  first  loved  us.     And  this  l  John  ir. 

.  19  21 

commandment  have  we  from  Him,  That  he  who  loveth 
God  love  his  brother  also. 


I 


SERMON  IV. 

VAGUE  RUNNmG  AND  IKEFFECTITE 

FIGHTIKG. 


» 


EPISTLE  FOR  SEPTUAGESIMA  SUNDAY. 
1  Corinthians  ix.  24 — 27. 

24  Know  ye  not  thai  they  who  run  in  a  course  all  run, 
hit  (me  receiveth  the  prize  ?     So  run,  that  ye  may  obtain, 

25  And  every  one  who  contends  for  a  prize  controls  himself  in 
all  things  :    they  then,  tliat  they  may  receive  a  perishable 

26  wreath;  hut  we,  an  imperishable,     I  therefore  so  run,  a« 

27  not  vaguely  ;  so  combat,  as  not  beating  air :  but  I  buffet 
my  body,  and  bring  it  into  servitude ;  lest  by  any  means, 
after  making  proclamation  to  others,  I  myself  sJiould  prove 
rejected. 


SERMON  IV. 


VAGUE  RUNNING  AND  INEFFECTIVE  FIGHTING. 


1  CoBniTHiAirs  IX.  26. 

/  iherefwt  80  ran,  not  as  tmcerfainly  :  so  fight  I,  not  as  one  thai 

hetUeth  the  air. 


The  general  sabject  of  this  chapter  is  St.  Paul's    Sermon 
voluntary  cession  of  certain  rights  which  belonged  to '- — 


him  as  an  Apostle.  He  might  have  claimed  an  entire 
exemption  from  all  labours  for  his  own  support.  He 
might  have  urged  in  his  own  behalf  the  universal 
right  of  all  teachers  of  the  Gospel,  to  "  live  of  the 
Gospel;"  to  receive  a  maintenance  from  the  con- 
gregations to  which  they  minister.  But  he  had 
not  done  so.  He  blames  no  one  for  accepting  such 
a  maintenance :  but  it  was  a  sort  of  pride  with  him, 
what  he  calls  a  matter  of  "  glorying,"  not  to  accept 
a  maintenance  himself.  He  hoped  to  make  his 
Gospel  more  acceptable  by  removing  out  of  its  way 
the  suspicion,  however  unfounded,  however  un- 
reasonable, that  it  was  either  idleness  or  covetousness 
which   prompted  him  to  proclaim  it     In  short,  in 
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Sermon    this,  as  in  all  things,  lie  kept  his  eye  steadily  fixed 

IV 

'. —  on  an  object;    and  that  object  was,  to  "gain"  all 


2  Cor.  xii.  men,  /  seek  not  yours  but  you,  was  the  motto  of  his 
ministry.  Gain,  with  him,  was  success  in  winning 
souls.  And  he  thought  no  sacrifice  too  great,  and 
no  skill  and  ingenuity  misplaced,  in  effecting  this 
work.  He  sought  to  adapt  himself  to  every  variety 
of  natural  character  and  of  religious  circumstance, 
that  he  might  succeed  in  bringing  Christ  home  to 
each,  and  in  rescuing  and  saving  souls  for  Him. 

0  that  this,  my  brethren,  were  still  the  one  sole 
object  of  all  who  undertake,  in  our  days,  the  like 
oflGice!  What  trifles  should  we  then  esteem  all  the 
little  ornaments  and  appendages  of  religion  on  which 
some  of  us,  as  it  is,  spend  so  much  thought  and 
argument !  How  dreadful  should  we  then  think  it, 
to  be  putting  stumbling-blocks  in  the  way  of  our 
own  ministry,  by  appearing  to  give  importance  to 
things  at  best  indifferent,  whether  in  the  way  of 
ceremonial  or  of  doctrine  I 

Verse  23.  And  this  I  do,  he  proceeds  to  ssij,for  the  GospeVs 
saTce^  that  I  might  he  partaker  thereof  with  you. 
This  is  the  starting-point  of  the  Epistle  for  this 
day.     /  seek  you,  hut  I  must  not  forget  myself     It 

Luke  X.  20.  would  be  a  poor  thing  for  me  to  have  seen  spirits 
subject  to  me,  if  at  last  it  should  be  found  that  my 
own  name  was  never  written  in  heaven.  It  would 
be  a  heartless  and  a  hollow  service,  if,  while  carrying 
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the    Gospel  to  you,   I  were  not  myself  to  be    a    Sermon 
partaker  of  it.     In  short,  we  all,  you  and  I  alike, '- — 


are  engaged  in  a  life-long  contest,  which  has  a 
very  precise  aim,  and  which  demands  a  very  severe 
and  continued  exertion. 

Know  ye  not  that  they  who  run  in  a  course  all  Verse  24. 
run,  hut  one  receiveth  the  prize  ?  Ye  inhabitants 
of  Corinth,  who  have  so  often  flocked  together  from 
your  city  to  your  far-famed  Stadium,  to  witness, 
in  company  with  all  Greece,  your  own  Isthmian 
games;  have  you  never  noticed,  have  you  never 
read  the  meaning  of,  that  intense,  that  concentrated 
energy,  with  which  the  runners  in  the  foot-race 
strain  every  nerve  to  be  the  first  to  reach  the  goal  ? 
All  run,  though  but  one  can  attain.  Each  runs  in 
the  hope  of  being  that  one.  The  slightest  relaxation 
of  the  tension  of  one  muscle,  a  momentary  failure 
of  the  very  utmost  speed,  would  be  fatal  to  the 
chance  of  one  of  those  eager  runners.  80,  even  so, 
even  with  that  intense  eagerness,  even  with  that 
vigorous  determination,  even  so  run  ye,  in  order 
that  ye  may  obtain.  Such  be  your  zeal,  such  your 
earnestness,  such  your  sustained  constancy,  in  order 
that  you  may  obtain  that  prize  which  is  the  object 
of  the  Christian  runner. 

But  remember  one  other  thing.     Every  one  who  Verse  25, 
contends  for  a  prize — not  the  runner  only,  but  every 
one  who  takes  part  in  any  of  these  athletic  coivt.^^1'^ 
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Sermon    which  are  the  pride  of  Greece,  which  form  so  large 
'- — ^a  part  in  the  education  of  every  citizen — controls 


himself,  practises  self-restraint,  in  aU  things;  has 
to  submit,  for  many  months  beforehand,  to  a 
system  of  the  most  rigid  training:  every  habit  of 
life,  every  ftmction  of  the  body,  is  subjected  to 
rule  and  discipline  of  a  severe  and  irksome  strict- 
ness, to  give  him  the  slightest  chance  of  success 
in  the  competition  to  which  he  is  looking  forward: 
remember  this,  ye  Christian  combatants,  and 
remember  also  the  disparity,  as  well  as  the 
resemblance,  between  you  and  them:  they  then 
submit  to  their  discipline  that  they  may  receive  a 
corruptible  crown,  a  perishable  garland,  like  that 
which  was  the  prize  in  the  games  of  Greece,  of  a 
few  leaves  of  bay  or  olive,  of  pine  or  parsley ;  but 
we  an  incorruptible,  an  imperishable,  a  heavenly 
prize. 
Terse  26.  /  therefore — for  in  this  I  am  one  of  you ;  I  have 
no  exemption  from  the  personal  anxieties,  as  well 
as  the  personal  responsibilities,  of  the  Christian 
conflict ;  rather  would  I  be  your  example  in  bearing 
and  in  facing  all ;  /  therefore  so  run,  as  not  uncer- 
tainly ;  not  vaguely,  is  the  exact  sense :  so  fight  I 
— but  the  figure  thus  expressed  is  derived,  in  the 
original,  from  one  particular  department  of  the 
Grecian  games,  the  encounter  of  the  pugilists — 
so  fight  I,  as  not  beating  air  ;  as  one  who  does  not 
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allow  his  blows  to  fall  short  of  his  antagonht,  but  who    Sermoit 

.            IV. 
takes  care  that  each  One  shall  tell,  and  tell  heavily : '- — 


but  I  buffet  my  body — ^the  metaphor  is  still  from  Verse  27. 
the  same  subject :  the  word  is  properly,  /  cover  my 
body  ttnth  bruises  :  my  own  body,  with  its  appetites, 
desires^  and  slothfalnesses,  is  my  chief  antagonist 
in  this  daily  contest:  through  it,  if  not  from  it, 
come  all  the  perils  and  all  the  conflicts  of  this 
mortal  life :  its  infirmities  make  us  sluggish,  its 
lusts  tempt,  its  wants  enchain  us  to  earth,  its 
vanities  puff  us  up,  its  selfishnesses  make  us 
quarrelsome :  it  is,  as  elsewhere  expressed,  the  flesh  OaL  v.  24. 
with  its  affecticnvs  and  lusts  which  they  that  are 
Chrisis  have  to  crucify:  I  buffet  therefore  my 
body  J  and  bring  it  into  servitude;  I  make  it  my 
slave,  instead  of  being,  as  it  expects  and  claims 
to  be,  my  master ;  lest  by  any  means,  after  Tnaking 
proclamation  to  others,  after  playing  the  herald  to 
others — a  figure  still  from  the  games,  where  it  was 
the  oflice  of  the  herald  both  to  give  out  the  rules 
of  the  contest,  and  to  announce  their  commence- 
ment, and  to  proclaim  their  result — lest,  then,  after 
heralding  for  others — after  making  to  them  the 
proclamation  of  Christ's  Gospel,  with  its  promises 
and  its  hopes,  its  terms  and  its  duties — /  myself 
should  prove  rejected,  should  find  myself  refused 
and  outcast  in  the  day  of  the  manifestation  of  the 
sons  of  God,  as  one  who  had  himself  run  negligentVY, 
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Sermon   or  unfairly,  or  presumptuously,  and  who  therefore 
must  expect  only  shame  and  discomfiture  when  he 


would  come  forward  to  take  his  crown. 

My  brethren,  if  I  were  addressing  an  assembly 
of  Christian  ministers,  these  last  words  would 
famish  the  most  suitable  as  well  as  the  most 
striking  subject.  And  I  hope  that  no  clergyman 
ever  reads  them  in  the  congregation  without  serious 
and  even  anxious  self-application.  It  is  possible, 
or  St.  Paul,  under  the  inspiration  of  God,  would 
not  thus  have  expressed  himself,  for  a  minister  of 
the  Gospel  to  be  even  diligent  and  respected  and 
successftd,  and  yet,  all  the  time,  unsound  at  heart, 
and  yet  therefore,  in  the  end,  rejected  and  cast 
away.  It  is  possible  too,  or  St.  Paul,  under  the 
inspiration  of  God,  would  not  thus  have  expressed 
himself,  for  a  Christian  minister  or  a  Christian  man 
to  fall  away  from  grace  once  given;  possible,  as 
Heb.  vi  4.  it  is  written  in  another  place,  for  those  who  were 
once  enlightened^  and  have  toasted  of  the  heavenly 
gift^  to  fall  away,  and  that  beyond  repentance. 
Let  us  lay  these  things  to  heart,  for  our  quickening, 
and  for  our  humbling,  and  for  our  sobering;  for 
the  extirpation  of  all  self-confidence,  and  for  the 
awakening  in  us  of  a  godly  fear. 

But  it  is  in  the  verse  read  as  the  text  of  my  ser- 
mon that  I  desire  to  seek  a  few  words  of  advice  and 
of  admonition,  as  the  special  lesson  of  this  morning. 
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/  therefore  so  run,  as  not,  uncertainly :  so  fight  /,    Sermon 

IV, 


as  not  heating  the  air.     We  have  here  two  topics :  - 
first,  the  danger  of  running  vaguely;  and  secondly, 
the  danger  of  fighting  ineffectively. 

1,  I  so  run,  St.  Paul  says,  a«  not  vaguely.     There 
is  a  danger,  then,  of  doing  that ;  of  running  vaguely. 
And  I  will  mention  two  modes  of  this  error. 
i.  We  may  fail  to  keep  the  goal  in  view. 
My  brethren,  the   Christian  life  is   a  precarious 
thing,   humanly  speaking — and,  indeed,  more  than 
humanly  speaking — in  each  one  of  us.     Precarious 
on  many  accounts:    but  on  no   account  more  pre- 
carious, than  because  we  are  so  apt  to  lose  sight  of 
our  goal ;  and,  if  we  do  this,  we  must  run  at  hazard, 
or  go  wrong. 

1  greatly  fear  that  many  of  us  have  no  definite 
goal  at  all.  Every  one,  when  asked,  hopes  to  reach 
heaven.  But  what  is  heaven  ?  and  what  is  reaching 
it?  I  am  sure  we  many  of  us  have  no  real, 
certainly  no  adequate,  notion  of  heaven.  A  safe 
place ;  a  place  of  rest  after  earth ;  a  place  of  meeting 
lost  Mends;  a  place  of  calm  and  tranquillity;  a 
place  where  our  sins  will  give  us  no  trouble;  a 
place  where  sorrow,  and  crying,  and  pain,  and  change, 
will  be  no  more.  These  are  our  more  thoughtful 
ideas  of  heaven.  I  hope  and  believe  that  they  are 
all  true.     But  I  am  quite  sure  they  are  not  the 
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SEnMON    whole  of  heaven,      I   am  quite  sure   they   do   not 
'- —  altogether  make  up,  they  scarcely  touch,  St.  Paul's 


idea  of  heaven.  I  am  quite  sure  that,  if  heaven 
at  all,  they  are  heaven  without  its  foundation,  and 
heaven  without  its  sun.  St.  Paul's  heaven  was 
PhiL  i.  23.  very  briefly  defined ;  where  Christ  is.  /  have  a 
desire  to  depart,  and  to  be  with  Christ 

It  is  impossible  that  we  should  desire  this  sort 
of  heaven,  or  have  it  for  our  goal,  unless  we  know 
something  of  Christ,  unless  we  know  much  of  Christ, 
here  below.  This  is  obviously  a  first  requisite. 
Many  of  us  do  without  Christ  here;  yes,  I  say 
it  very  seriously,  many  of  us  dispense  with  Christ, 
set  Him  aside,  in  our  daily  life  below.  They 
cannot,  except  in  a  very  figurative  and  feeble  sense, 
have  the  place,  or  the  world,  or  the  eternity — call 
it  which  you  will — where  Christ  is,  for  their  aim, 
their  desire,  their  goal. 

But  even  those  who  know  something  of  Christ 
may  yet  run  vaguely  in  the  same  sense.  They 
often  lose  sight  of  their  goal.  Which  of  us  keeps 
the  goal  always  in  view?  Be  not  hasty  to  answer 
that  question.  Think  what  it  implies.  It  implies 
that,  in  all  we  do,  in  all  that  we  busy  ourselves 
in,  in  all  our  chief  plans  and  desires  and  judgments, 
we  regard  everything  as  conducive,  or  the  contraiy, 
to  our  reaching  heaven,  to  our  at  last  departing  and 
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t)eing  with  Christ     Think  what  that  means.     Think    Sermon 

.                                       .                 .            IV. 
how  unworldly,  think  how  heavenly-minded,  think ' — * 

how  charitable  and  unselfish  and  pure,  that  man 
must  be,  who  is,  in  the  sense  thus  explained,  run- 
ning as  not  vaguely ;  running,  that  is,  first  of  all, 
with  his  goal  full  in  view,  and  that  goal  the  right 
one. 

iL  But,  again,  we  may  run  vaguely,  by  failing 
to  keep  within  the  course. 

There  were  very  strict  rules  on  this  point  in  the 
games  of  Greece.  Every  part  of  the  course  was 
rigidly  marked  out.  There  was  no  surreptitious 
way  of  reaching  the  goal.  There  was  no  short 
cut  to  the  goal.  The  course  must  be  all  fairly 
traversed.  In  some  of  these  competitions  it  was  a 
double  race ;  to  the  goal  and  back  again ;  or  rather 
the  goal  was  on  the  starting-line,  and  the  safe  return 
was  every  thing.  In  this  case  there  were  many 
perils  attending  the  turning-point.  An  unskilful 
charioteer  was  either  thrown  out  of  the  competition 
by  a  too  circuitous  turning,  or  by  too  abrupt  a 
turning  wrecked  upon  the  limit-post. 

Now  in  that  to  which  St.  Paul  here  applies  this 
earthly  comparison,  all  these  dangers  have  their 
counterpart,  A  Christian  has  not  only  to  keep  the 
goal  in  view,  but  he  has  also  all  along  to  keep 
within  the  course.     What  docs  this  mean?      My 
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Sermon    brethren,  it  denotes  something  very  important,  and 

'- —  something  which   can  by  no  means  be    assumed. 

It  means  that  we  mnst  live  exactly  by  Christ's 
rules  throughout  our  life  on  earth.  And  what 
are  Christ's  rules?  They  are  something  different, 
remember,  from  inclination;  more  often  than  not, 
they  are  even  contrary  to  it.  They  are  something 
different  from  the  customs  and  principles  of  the 
world;  very  often,  they  are  contrary  to  them:  but 
at  all  events,  and  at  all  times,  they  spring  from  a 
different  motive,  and  have  a  totally  different  aim. 
"When  a  Christian  gives  way  to  worldly  ambition, 
then  he  is  running  vaguely,  because  he  is  straying 
out  of  the  coursfe.  When  a  Christian  speaks  unchari- 
tably, when  he  judges  harshly,  when  he  in  any  way 
(as  we  express  it  by  a  most  significant  phrase) 
forgets  himself,  then  he  is  running  vaguely,  because 
he  is  straying  out  of  the  course.  He  is  forgetting 
his  Master's  rules:  he  is  breaking  the  rule  of  charity, 
or  the  rule  of  humility,  or  the  rule  of  unworldliness, 
or  the  rule  of  reverence.  And  if  this  goes  on,  if 
it  is  not  repented  of,  if  it  is  not  remedied,  if  it  is 
not  by  the  appointed  means  rectified,  such  a  person 
must  take  heed  lest,  having  made  perhaps  great 
professions,  and^  led,  in  some  respects,  a  religious 
life,  he  should  find  himself  in  the  end  declared  and 
treated  as  a  castaway. 

2.   But  I  must  turn,  for  a  very  few  moments,  to 


INEFFECTIVE  FIGHTING.  69 

the   second  danger;   that  of  fighting  inefiectively.    Sermon 

So  Jigkt  /,  as  not  beating  the  air.     That  was  an  6x- '- — 

pression  applied  by  the  ancient  writers  to  strokes 
that  fell  short  of  the  adversary,  whether  by  misdirec- 
tion on  the  one  side,  or  by  skilful  evasion  on  the 
other. 

Now  we  may  beat  the  air,  in  a  similar  sense^  that 
is,  fight  ineffectively,  in  either  of  two  ways. 

i.  We  may  mistake  our  real  enemy.  We  may 
direct  our  attacks  upon  a  wrong  point.  We  may 
assail  the  wrong  person.  We  have  an  enemy,  but 
we  do  not  always  know  who  that  enemy  is. 

For  example — ^and  indeed  every  word  here  is  most 
directly  practical — there  are  those  amongst  us  who 
are  spending  much  of  their  strength  upon  what  they 
deem  errors  of  opinion. 

Do  not  suppose  that  I  am  indifferent  to  truth,  or 
even  to  the  most  exact  expression  of  Christian  doc- 
trine, if  I  say  that  a  great  part  of  such  exertion  is 
a  waste  of  strength.  It  is  the  duty,  no  doubt,  of 
Christian  teachers  to  see  that  they  use  as  correct  a 
form  of  language  in  the  exposition  of  the  truths  of 
Bevelation  as  human  infirmity  will  allow.  And  it 
is  more  especially  the  duty  of  writers  upon  such 
topics,  and,  most  of  all,  of  writers  upon  the  doctrines 
of  the  Gospel,  to  be  anxiously  careful  in  their  choice 
of  words,  lest  they  either  mar  the  beauty  of  the  faith 
as  once  delivered  to  the  saints,  or  cause  diffiicwlty  ^lA 
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Sermon    distress  to  the  minds  of  those  who  may  turn  to  them 

IV.  ,  . 
'■ — -for  instraction«     But  how  different  is  all  this  from 

the  practice  of  our  own  day  in  a  Christian  world ! 
How  are  men  made  offenders  for  a  word !  How  do 
hearers  sit  in  judgment  upon  their  teachers !  How 
do  reviewers  fasten  upon  slips  of  expression,  arising 
oftentimes  out  of  candour,  or  elae  out  of  fervour ; 
out  of  an  earnestness  to  keep  within  the  bounds  of 
individual  conviction,  or  else  an  earnestness  to  express 
forcibly  to  others  some  portion  of  the  truth  which  is 
deeply  felt  within  I  With  how  many  persons,  even 
in  private  life,  even  in  that  sex  which  might  well  be 
suffered  to  stand  altogether  aloof  from  controversy,  is 
religion  itself  made  to  consist  of  two  parts  only ;  a 
profitless  repetition  of  a  few  formulas  of  doctrine,  and 
an  uncharitable  inquisition  into  the  conformity  of 
others,  on  these  few  points,  to  their  own  opinions! 
This  is  a  mistaking  of  our  adversary.  Opinion  is  an 
important  thing,  and  expression  is  an  important  thing, 
each  in  its  place ;  but  one  whose  chief  conflict  on  earth 
is  with  errors  of  opinion  must  either  be  a  person  whose 
great  enemy  has  been  unusually  early  vanquished,  so 
as  to  give  him  leisure  for  the  very  fancy-work  of  re- 
ligion, or  else  a  person  who  has  turned  aside  from  his 
own  conflict  to  watch  the  conflicts  of  others,  or,  let 
me  rather  say,  with  all  reluctance  and  regret,  to  im- 
pede those  conflicts  themselves  by  his  own  unchari- 
table intrusiveness. 
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But,  again,  we  may  mistake  our  adversary  by  a    Sermon 
very  common  want  of  self-knowledge.  

We  all  take  it  for  granted  that  we  know  our  own 
faults.  We  suppose  it  to  be  a  matter  of  course  that 
conscience  reveals  to  us  our  chief  deficiencies  as  Chris- 
tians, and  our  chief  inconsistencies,  infirmities,  and 
sins.  And,  where  there  is  one  very  strong  besetting 
sin  in  any  of  us,  no  doubt  this  is  so.  A  man  whose 
passions  are  strong,  and  who  has  sufiered  those  passions 
to  remain  unchecked,  can  have  no  uncertainty  as  to 
the  direction  in  which  the  power  of  evil  points  most 
strongly  within.  Where,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
character  has  been  either  less  distinctly  marked  or 
more  carefully  watched  and  regulated,  where  the  life 
has  been  kept  pure  from  actual  stain,  and  the  supre- 
macy of  conscience  from  early  days  acknowledged 
and  obeyed,  it  often  happens  that  there  is  an  almost 
entire  ignorance  of  faults,  patent  to  others,  in  the 
spirit  and  temper,  and  consequently  an  almost  total 
misdirection  of  the  efforts  against  evil  which  yet  may 
be  made,  and  made  with  some  regularity  and  some 
earnestness.  How  often  has  some  particular  virtue 
been  magnified,  in  such  minds,  into  the  whole  of 
duty ;  the  virtue,  for  example,  of  temperance,  or  of 
devotion,  or  of  purity!  How  many  seeds  of  most 
unchristian  faults  have  been  suffered  to  germinate 
and  spread  and  grow  within — worldliness,  vanity, 
perverseness,  unreasonableness,  ill- temper,  deceit,  un- 
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Sermon    charitableness — while  the  Christian  combatant,  as  he 

IV.  ,  . 
still  thought  himself,  and  as  perhaps  in  some  sense  he 

still  was,  was  exhausting  his  strength  against  some 
far  less  real  antagonist,  beating  the  air  with  vehe- 
ment and  self-enfeebling  blows,  every  one  of  which, 
in  reference  to  the  all-important  issue  of  life,  fell 
short  and  failed  and  came  to  nothing ! 

Thus,  my  brethren,  and  not  thus  only,  we  may 

fight  ineffectively  by  missing  our  real  enemy. 

ii.  But,  yet  once  more,  and  finally,  we  may  "  beat 
the  air  "  in  fighting,  not  by  fighting  with  the  wrong 
foe,  but  by  fighting  with  the  real  foe  wrongly. 

Which  of  us  has  not  done  this  ?  I  bring  the  mat- 
ter now  closely  home  to  each  one  who  is  here  present, 
and  ask,  which  of  us  has  not  often  combated  ineflfec- 
tually  within  ?  Which  of  us,  that  is,  has  not  often 
been  foiled  in  encountering  his  known,  his  real  fault, 
his  besetting  sin  ?  Which  of  us  has  not  regretted, 
and  resolved,  and  determined,  yes,  and  prayed, 
against  his  chief  sin,  and  yet  fallen  again  before 
it  as  soon  as  it  assailed  him?  This  is  sad,  and 
wrong,  and  deeply  discouraging :  we  ought  to  have 
strength,  considering  what  a  motive  Christ  has  given 
us  in  His  own  death,  considering  what  an  Almighty 
helper  Christ  has  promised  to  us  in  His  Holy  Spirit. 
It  is  for  want  of  faith  ;  for  want  of  simply  accepting 
what  is  simply  ofiered ;  for  want  of  really  believing 
that  there  is  a  Holy  Spirit  given  to  all  men  for  the 
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asking ;  for  want  of  believing  this ;  because,  if  we  did    Sermon 

believe,  we  should  certainly  use  it;  it  is  for  want  of 

this  that  we  thus  fall,  even  .when  experience  of  sin, 
and  sorrow  for  sin,  and  resolution  against  sin,  and 
even  prayer  for  victory  over  sin,  has  not  been  wholly 
wanting. 

But,  if  this  be  so,  even  with  regret,  even  with 
resolution,  even  with  prayer,  what  can  be  expected 
where  all  these  things  are  in  great  part  wanting? 
where  there  is  an  utter  want  of  earnestness,  of 
appreciation  of  holiness,  of  desire  after  heaven? 
where  a  person  goes  to  the  very  edge  of  temptation, 
and  only  just  hopes  that  he  may  not  pass  the  bounds  ? 
where  the  means  of  grace  are  slightly  used  and  little 
valued  ?  where  the  conscience  only  wakes  to  punish, 
never  to  forewarn,  never  to  forearm  ?  Can  we  call 
such  Christians  combatants  at  all  ?  Who  shall  call 
that  fighting,  in  which  every  single  blow  beats  the 
air? 

Yet  was  every  brow  in  this  congregation  once 
signed  with  the  sign  of  the  cross,  in  token  that  here- 
after that  soul  should  not  be  ashamed  to  fight  under 
Christ's  banner  against  all  evil,  and  to  continue  his 
faithful  soldier  to  the  very  end  of  the  life  then  just 
begun.  Where  is  that  mark  now?  Will  this  day 
see  that  vow  kept?  Will  every  such  soldier  come 
forth  now  to  renew  his  "sacrament/'  his  oath  of 
service,  to  the  living  Captain  of  his  salvation?     An^i, 
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Sermon    of  those  who  renew  that  "  sacrament,"  how  many 

IV. 

'. —  will,  but  for  one  day,  keep  it?    God  is  faithful,  Christ 


is  faithful,  the  Holy  Spirit  is  faithful,  to  us:  why 

are  not  we  faithful  to  Him?     Let  us,  as  St.  Paul 

1  Cor.  vii  says,  obtain  mercy  of  Christ  to  be  so,      /  give  my 

judgment^  he  says,  as  one  that  hath  obtained  mercy  of 

the  Lord  to  he  faithful^ 


SERMON  V. 


GLORYING  m  DTFIEMITIES. 
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EPISTLE  FOR  SEXAGESIMA  SUNDAY. 
2  CoRiirrHiANS  xL  19 — 31. 

19, 20  Gladly  ye  hear  wiik  the  foolish,  being  wise.  For  ye 
hear  tuith  it,  if  any  one  enslaves,  if  any  one  devours,  if  any 
one  entraps  you,  if  any  one  exalts  himself,  if  any  one  strikes 

21  you  on  the  face,  I  speak  in  the  way  of  dishonour,^  as  if 
that  we  were  weak  :  hut  in  whatsoever  any  one  is  confident — 

22  in  foolishness  I  speak — confident  also  am  7.  H^ews  are 
they  ?   I  also.     Israelites  are  they'i    I  also.     Seed  ofAhra- 

23  ham  are  they  ?  I  also.  Ministers  of  Christ  are  they  f 
heside  myself  I  say  it,^  yet  more  so  ami;  in  toils  rrvore 
ahundamily  so,^   in  stripes  surpassingly,  in  imprisonments 

24  Twore  abundantly,  in  deaths  oftentimes^:   at  the  hands  of 

25  Jews  five  times  received  I  forty  stripes  save  one  ;  thrice  was  I 
beaten  toith  rods;  07ice  was  I  stoned;  thrice  I  suffered  ship- 

26  tvreck  ;  a  night  and  a  day  have  I  spent  on  the  deep  ^ :  by 
journeyings  often,^  by  perils  of  fevers,  by  perils  of  robbers, 

^  In  assigning  so  'powerful  a  position  to  your  new  teachers,  I  am  using 
a  dispa/ragmg,  a  needlessly  dispa/raging,  langitage  with  regard  to  myself. 

3  In  thus  boasting,  I  know  that  I  speak  not  foolishly  orUy,  hvt  even 
as  it  were  insanely. 

8  In  point  of  Idbowrs  endured  for  His  sake,  I  am  a  minister  of 
Christ  in  a  sense  beyond  that  in  which  others  are  so. 

*  In  imminent  risks  of  life  I  have  often  been  proved  a  minister  of 
Christ  above  others. 

^  While  escaping,  perhaps,  in  an  open  boat  from  shipwreck. 

^  Understand  a£;ain,  /  have  been  proved  a  minister  of  Christ, 
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hy  perils  from  countrymen,  by  perils  from  Gentiles,  by  perils 
in  city,  by  perils  in  desert,  by  perils  on  sea,  by  perils  among 
false  brethren,  by  toil  and  labour,  in  watchmgs  often,  in  27 
hunger  and  thirst,  in  fastings  often,  in  cold  and  nakedness. 
Apart  from  the  things  besides,^  there  is  the  daily  crowding  28 
upon  me,^  the  anxiety  of  all  the  congregations.     Who  is  weak,  29 
and  I  am  not  weak?  who  is  caused  to  stumble,  and  I  am 
not  on  fire  ?   Jf  I  must  vaunt,  I  unll  vaunt  the  things  of  my  30 
weakness.     The  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus,  He  who  31 
M  lless&lfor  ever,  knows  that  I  lie  not. 

1  Besides  other  things  uhick  I  omU, 

*  That  which  crowds  v/pon  me  daily,  namely,  the  a/nxiety  occasioned 
hf  the  charge  of  aU  the  Christia/n  congregationa. 


SERMON  V* 


GLORYING  IN  INFIRMITIES. 


2  Corinthians  xi  30. 

If  I  must  needs  glory,  I  will  glory  of  the  things  which  c<mcem 

mine  infirmities. 


Sermon        St.  Paul,  with  all  his  gifts  and  all  his  triumphs  as 
'. —  an  Apostle  of  Christ,  led  a  life  of  constant  trial.     / 


1  Cor.  XV.  die  daily y  was  his  own  brief  description  of  it.  There 
was  one  very  peculiar  trial  to  which  he  was  sub- 
jected; that  of  constant  disparagement.  Scarcely 
had  he  planted  the  Church  at  Corinth,  than  another 
came  after  him  to  mar  and  deface  his  work.  What 
made  it  worse  was,  that  this  enemy  did  not  come 
avowedly  as  an  enemy.  He  professed,  like  St.  Paul, 
to  teach  and  to  preach  Jesus  Christ.  He  professed 
to  have  a  better  and  a  purer  Gospel  of  Christ  than 
St.  Paul  had  brought  with  him.  And  no  art  of  mis- 
representation or  calumny  was  wanting,  to  bring  that 
devoted  man  into  disrepute  with  those  very  persons 
and  those  very  congregations  which  owed  to  him, 
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not  merely  knowledge  and  happiness,  but   (to  use    Sermo^t 
his  own  expression  to  Philemon)    their  own  selves 


Phiiem.  19- 

besides. 

These  few  words  of  necessary  piefiice  may  serve  to 
introduce  us  into  the  subject  and  connection  of  the 
Epistle  for  this  day.  It  is  full  of  topics.  It  might 
suggest  matter  for  many  sermons.  The  briefest 
glance  at  its  contents  must  suffice  us  to-day;  and 
then  we  will  turn  our  thoughts  more  closely  to  the 
one  verse  which  has  been  selected  from  the  whole 
passage  for  special  comment  and  special  application. 

The  passage  before  us,  extending  from  the  19th  to 
the  31st  verse,  is  a  very  remarkable  one  on  many 
accounts.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  express  in  a 
form  readily  intelligible  to  ordinary  readers.  And 
this,  for  reasons  which  will  be  incidentally  mentioned 
at  a  later  point.  But  perhaps  the  general  sense  of  it 
may  be  given  thus. 

Ye  Corinthians,  so  lately  my  attached  friends  and 
converts,  have  unhappily  listened,  since  my  departure, 
to  a  very  different  teaching.  You  have  been  flattered 
into  a  very  high  conceit  of  your  own  enlightenment, 
gifts,  and  graces.  Wise  in  your  own  eyes,  you  have 
been  taught  to  look  down  upon  me,  your  original 
teacher,  as  on  a  far  lower  level,  in  all  these  respects, 
than  your  new  instructors  and  even  than  yourselves. 
In  your  present  estimate  of  me,  I  am  a  feeble  man,  a 
but  half  enlightened  man,  one  who  uses  strong  cxpres-  ^CKst.-sA'^i. 


i 
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Sermon    sions  in  iJDriting^  hut  in  hodily  presence  is  weak,  and 
! in  speech  contemptible.     Be  it  so.     I  accept  your  judg- 


ment. You  are  wise  men,  and  I  am  a  fool,  I  will 
speak  as  such,  I  will  take  the  privilege  of  the  foolish, 
and  boast.     There  is  no  one  else  to  sing  my  praises  :  I 

Verge  19.  must  do  it  myself  And  you,  I  am  quite  sure,  from 
the  elevation  of  your  supposed  superior  wisdom,  can 
afford  to  bear  for  a  moment  with  the  weakness  which 

Verse  20.  you  despise.  You  bear  with  uxyrse  things  than  folly  in 
your  new  teachers.  You  bear  with  oppression,  you  bear 
with  rapacity,  you  bear  with  deception,  you  bear  with 
assumption,  you  bear  with  injury  and  with  insult. 
Compared  with  these  things,  the  innocent  weakness  of 

Verse  21.  a  little  boasting  must  be  a  small  matter  to  you.  And 
let  Tne  tell  you  that,  though  I  use  the  language  of  self- 
depreciation  and  of  self-disparagem£nt,  I  have  no  need 
to  shrink  from  the  comparison  with  even  the  boldest  and 

Verse  22.  most  confident  of  my  rivals.  Whatever  they  may  be  in 
the  boasted  purity  of  their  descent  from  Israel  or  from 

Vei'se  23.  Abraham,  thai  am  I  also.  And,  v)hatever  they  may  be 
in  zeal  or  devotion  as  ministers  of  Christ,  that,  assu- 
redly, am  I,  not  equally,  but  above  them  all :  in  labours 
more  abundant,  in  stripes  above  measure,  in  prisons 

Verse  24.    more  frequent,  in  deaths  oft.     Of  the  Jews  five  times 

Verse  25.  received  I  the  forty  stripes  save  one.  Thrice  was  I 
beaten  with  the  Roman  rods,  once  was  I  stoned, 
thrice  I  suffered  shipwreck,  a  night  and  a  day  have 
261.    I  spent  on  the  open  sea  :  in  joumeyings  oft&n^  in  perils 


ME^ 


iff  rmr%^  «  jterib  of  rch^tesm^  im  ptnh  frnm  Jr$tK    Sias3»oi5 
CM  j^erils  Jrvm   GtrntHeti^  im  perfJs  im  citjf^  im  perils  - 


m  demrty  m  perils   hy  nea^   im  perils  ^mkh^  Jh^^ 
brdirem  /   hjf  t£^  amJ  kardsikip^  im  traUiim^  ^/^^  r«rw  :2r 
M  immfer  amd  tiirfi^  im  fiatif^  <^em^  im  ocJd  ^tmd 
nakedmess,      Amd^   beside  ciier   Aim^^   of   9tk(ck    IVtrm-^ 
omtA   ■MEiijr  im  My  emmmeratiom^  tkere  is  tk^  U'iicA 
crowds  mpcm   wne  <^iJyt  ^  amxiety  of  oil  tie  com^ 
grtgatioms.       Who  is   weak  im  faitlu  amd  I  ami  moi  T^ww  tK 
weak  widk  im  hy  a  deep  symtpaiiyf  wko  is  m^ade  A* 
stmwMe  im  iis  Ciri^iam  eonrse^  amd  I  cmn  moi  Jired 
trttt  a  kofy  imdiffmatiom  f     If  I  mtust  hoasU  if  im  self-  Tiwm  90, 
d^emce  I  am  drivem  imto  Ae  mmwomted  lamffuaye  of  self 
assertion  amd  cf  glory img^  it  shall  he  rather  of  My 
weakmess  thorn  cfmy  strtmgth  that  I  thus  glory  ;  mot  so 
much  cfg^is  givem  to  Me,  or  of  service  remdered  hy  m« 
m  return^  hut  raikor  of  imjlrmities  umder  whkh  I  harm 
been  supported^  of  a  daQy  burden  borme  in   Chrisfs 
strength^  of  a  daily  dying  which  has  shown  forth  the 
life  of  Jesus.    And,  in  thus  speaking^  in  thus  detailing  Ttr»  Sl« 
Ae  story  of  my  lifk  of  suffering,  I  can  appeal  to  One 
above  for  the  confirmation  of  every  sifigle  facL     l^he 
Ood  and  FaUher  of  our  Lord  Jestts^  He  who  is  blessed 
for  evermore,  knowetk  that  I  lie  not. 

One  or  two  obvious  remarks  will  have  suggested 
ihemselyes  alieadj  upon  this  passage, 

1.  A»nd  one  is  as  to  the  character  of  the  Scriptures 
generallj,  in  reference  to  their  details  of  £&cts, 

Q 
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Sermon        It  has  been  often  noticed  that,  if  any  one  compares 
'- — -  this  enumeration  with  the  record  of  St.  Paul's  life  in 


the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  he  will  find  himself  directly 
at  fault.  Of  all  the  particular  sufferings  here  detailed, 
imprisonments,  scourgings  Jewish  and  Roman,  ston- 
ings,  shipwrecks,  scarcely  one  or  two  are  described  in 
the  Acts  prior  to  the  twentieth  chapter  of  that  Book, 
with  which  the  writing  of  this  Epistle  corresponds. 
There  is  no  contradiction  between  the  two  records : 
that  is  carefully  to  be  noticed.  The  Epistle  does  not 
say.  Once  was  I  stoned^  and  the  history  give  the  nar- 
rative of  two  such  punishments  prior  to  the  time  at 
which  the  Epistle  was  written.  No  contradiction: 
yet  the  list  given  in  the  Epistle  is  incomparably  the 
fuller  of  the  two.  Learn  then  to  read  the  Scriptures 
with  intelligence.  Admire  the  simplicity,  appreciate 
the  aim,  with  which  they  were  written.  All  the 
books  of  Scriptures  are  of  what  is  called  an  incidental 
character.  The  Gospels  were  not  written  to  give  a 
complete  life  of  Jesus.  One  supplies  what  another 
omits ;  and,  after  all,  an  Evangelist  himself  says,  that 

Jobn  xxi.    there  were  also  many  other  things  which  Jesus  did,  the 
25. 

which  if  they  should  he  written  every  one,  even  the  world 

itself  could  not  contain  the  hooks  that  should  be  vyritten. 

And  in  like  manner  the  history  in  the  Acts  was  not 

written  to  give  a  complete  life  of  each  of  the  Apostles  ; 

not  even  of  the  two  Apostles  principally  spoken  of, 

St.  Paul  and  St.  Peter.     In  each  case  specimens  of 
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the  life  are  given ;  enough  to  exemplify  the  character    Sermon 

and  the  history  of  the  first  disciples  ;  enough  to  fur- '- — - 

nish  models  for  later  imitation,  by  illustrating  the 
principles  on  which  a  Christian  should  act,  and  the 
sort  of  help  and  support  from  above  which  he  may 
look  for  in  so  acting.     Thus  too  the  Epistles  do  not 
profess  to  give  a  systematic  account  of  all  Christian 
doctrine :  there  is  nothing  in  any  one  of  them  like 
the  formality  of  a  Creed,  or  of  a  table  of  Articles  of 
Keligion  :  each  one  illustrates  some  new  particular  of 
doctrine  and  practice,  but  still  in  a  thoroughly  easy, 
occasional,  and  incidental  manner,  with  reference  to 
some  particular  want  or  circumstance  of  him  or  of 
those  to  whom  each  is  addressed.     The  observation 
of  these  things  gives  a  double  interest  to  the  study 
of  the  Bible,  and  guards  us  against  some  serious  mis- 
apprehensions  and  misapplications  of   its  teaching. 
It  increases  our  thankfulness  to  God,  not  only  for  the 
gift  of  His  Revelation,  but  for  the  particular  form  and 
shape  into  which  He  has  thrown  it ;  so  attractive,  so 
natural,  so  well  adapted  to  use,  so  consistent  in  all  its 
parts  yet  so  various,  so  plainly  designed  not  to  super- 
sede all  other  teaching  but  to  furnish  a  guide  at  once 
and  a  check  to  it,  to  give  material  for  all  Christian 
instruction,    and    still   to   demand   care,   skill,   and 
patience  on  the  part  of  all  who  would  elucidate  or 
interpret  it. 

2.  Another  remark,  not  wholly  unconnected.  m\\\. 

G  2 
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Sermon    this,  is  as  to  the  style  and  general  character  of  this 

V 

'- particular  passage  and  its  context. 

Ye  suffer  fools  gladly ,  seeing  ye  yourselves  are  wise. 
It  is  what  we  call  ironical  language.  And  there  is  very 
much  of  this  tone  in  these  chapters.  I  am  not  going  to 
dwell  upon  the  remark :  but  I  would  beg  you  to  notice 
what  a  very  natural  person  St.  Paul  was ;  how  he 
expressed  strongly  what  he  strongly  felt ;  how  he  did 
not  disdain  even  what  are  commonly  called  the  arts 
of  rhetoric  in  enforcing  upon  his  hearers  or  readers 
matters  which  he  knew  to  be  important ;  how  he  did 
not  allow  a  misplaced  or  morbid  charity  to  keep  him 
from  exposing,  as  any  human  writer  would  seek  to 
do,  the  fraudulent  designs  and  underhand  practices 
of  those  whose  influence  over  a  congregation  he  saw 
to  be  full  of  danger ;  how,  like  all  those  who  have 
been  set  to  do  God's  great  work  in  days  of  un  settle- 
ment, and  more  especially  of  religious  transition,  he 
was  in  the  habit  of  calling  things  by  their  real  names, 
and  of  subverting  error  or  unmasking  hypocrisy  by 
the  most  effective  weapons  which  natural  or  acquired 
ability,  under  the  control  of  Christian  truth  and  love, 
could  furnish  for  the  purpose.  I  would  bid  you  ad- 
mire the  natural  man,  while  you  listen  to  the  inspired 
man.  I  would  bid  you  recognize  the  wisdom  of  God's 
choice  of  instruments,  as  that  wisdom  is  here  exem- 
plified ;  and  never  forget,  in  reading  the  words  of  an 
inspired  writer,  that  he  was  a  man  like  other  men 
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in  all  natural  dispositions,  feelings  and  passions^  all    Sermon 

the  time  that  he  was  a  man  raised  for  certain  purposes '- — 

above  other  men  by  the  predominating  agency  and 
constant  presence  of  the  informing  and  transforming 
Spirit  of  God  Himself  within. 

3.  But  I  must  draw  my  third  remark  from  the 
text  itself,  and  thus  prepare  the  way  for  its  brief 
concluding  enforcement 

St  Paul  says,  If  I  must  needs  glory ^  I  will  glory  in 
the  things  which  concern  mine  infirmities. 

I  fear  these  words  have  been  sometimes  much 
misapplied.  People  have  spoken  of  glorying  in  their 
infirmities,  as  though  they  were  using  St.  Paul's 
language,  when  they  really  meant  something  most 
opposite.  They  have  applied  the  words,  all  but 
avowedly,  to  infirmities  of  temper  and  of  character, 
as  though  the  consciousness  of  sin  were  a  thing  to 
be  proud  of;  as  though  it  gave  them  some  claim  to 
the  estimation  of  Christians,  to  be  aware  of  their 
own  liability  to  sudden  outbreaks  or  habitual  un- 
soundnesses of  prevailing  evil  within.  But  now 
observe  the  three  things  to'  which  St.  Paul  here 
applies  the  term  infirmity  or  weakness. 

i.  The  first  of  these  is  suffering.  Suffering  for 
Christ's  sake.  Suffering  of  a  most  painful  kind  and  a 
most  frequent  repetition.  Bodily  discomfort,  bodily 
privation,  bodily  pain.  Such  was  one  part  of  his 
"  infirmity."     Suffering  reminded  him  of  hia  liumd.iv 
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Sermon   nature ;    of  his   material  frame,   not  yet  redeemed 
'- —  by   resurrection  ;    of   his   sojourn  in  a  tabernacle, 


the  dissolution  of  which  was  ever  going  on,  but 
2  Cor.  V.  1.  which  was  not  yet  exchanged  for  that  building  of 
God,  that  house  not  made  with  handa^  eternal  in  the 
heavens — ^in  other  words,  for  that  resurrection  body — 
for  the  gift  of  which  he  was  ever  waiting  and 
watching. 

ii.  The  second  kind  of  infirmity  is  denoted  in  the 
Verse  28.  words,  that  v^hich  crowds  upon  me  daily ^  the  anxiety 
of  all  the  congregations.  A  keen  sense  of  respon- 
sibility is  his  second  weakness.  The  thought  of  his 
Churches ;  of  those  communities  of  living  men, 
women,  and  children,  which  he  had  been  the  means 
of  gathering  from  among  the  surrounding  Jews  or 
idolaters  to  bear  the  name  of  Christ  and  to  be  His 
witnesses  in  the  midst  of  an  ungodly  world;  the 
thought  of  these  communities  pressed  upon  him  every 
day  with  an  importunate  and  almost  overwhelming 
power.  Anxiety  about  their  welfare  was  always  at 
his  heart.  He  knew  so  much  in  himself,  he  had  seen 
so  much  in  others,  of  the  malice  and  skill  of  the 
tempter,  that,  when  he  was  absent  from  a  congrega- 
tion, and  more  especially  from  a  young  congregation, 
busy  in  the  formation  or  in  the  charge  of  distant 
churches,  he  was  distracted  with  painful  care,  and  even 
faith  itself  was  not  enough  sometimes  to  soothe  and 
^^       to  reassure  him.    He  called  this  anxiety  an  infirmity. 


PeriajipsL  in  ti^  Terr  higiiest  rkw  of  all,  h  was  sa.    s^outoir 


Perii^is    he    onglit    to    Imve  1»eii   able    .^as    sc*inc 1 


mmistezs  are  but  too  leadr  to  do  to  trust  iiis  Cv*n- 
gregadon  in  &Dd  s  kands  in  Lis  abdeiKe.  He  csJ^ied 
it  an  in&mitr.  But  sore  I  am  thai  it  was  a  weak- 
neas  for  irhidi  we  mav  w^  lore  Iiim ;  a  weakness 
with  wliicii  we  ombres,  in  behalf  of  those  com- 
mitted to  ns.  might  well  desire  and  pia j  to  be  oftener 
and  m<»e  josdj  chai^geable. 

liL  There  was  a  third  weakness,  growing  out  of  the 
last-named.     And  that  was  the  weakness  of  a  most 
acute  sjrmpalh  j.      Wio  »  traeub,  amd  I  am,  9U'4  tpeat  f  TtrM  hsl 
via  w  ojfefided^  avtd  I  bum  mot  f     That  is,  When- 
ever I  notice  or  hear  of  a  weakness  in  the  £adth  of 
any  one,  sach  a  weakness  as  exposes  him  to  the  lisk 
of  £unting  or  fidling  in  his  Christian  coarse^  I  hare 
a  aenae  ol  interest  and  concern  in  that  case  such  as 
makes  me  a  Yeiy  partaker  in  its  anxieties.     I  cannot 
get  rid  of  it  by  patting  it  from  me.     I  feel  that 
weakness  of  character  as  my  weakness.     I  feel  that 
weakness  of  resistance  as  my  weakness.     I  feel  that 
weakness  of  £uth  as  my  weakness.     That  is  one  half 
of  my  sympathy.      Bat  there  is,  along  with  this, 
anotho-  feeling.       TVko  w  offended^   who  is  caased 
to  stamble,  who  is  tempted  to  sin,  who  is  misled, 
or  daonted,  or  persecated,  so  as  to  be  in  danger  of 
making  atter  shipwreck  of  his  Christian  hope,  aiiJ 
/  am  not  on  fire  with  righteous  indignation  agalost 
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Sermon    the  wickedness  which  is  doing  this  work  upon  him  ? 

'- Sympathy  with    the    tempted   is    also    indignation 

against  the  tempter.  They  are  not  two  things,  they 
are  one.  Sympathy  has  two  offices :  towards  the 
oflFended  it  is  fellow-weakness ;  towards  the  offender 
it  is  indignant  strength.  But  in  its  two  parts 
combined,  he  calls  the  disposition  thus  described — 
calls  it,  perhaps,  with  something  of  that  irony  of 
which  I  have  spoken,  and  which  runs  through  the 
whole  passage — an  infirmity ;  one  of  the  things 
which  concern  his  infirmities;  and  on  that  account, 
just  because  it  is  not  so  much  a  strength  as  a 
weakness,  one  of  those  things  of  which  he  may  be 
permitted,  without  offence  to  modesty,  to  make  a 
boast 

These  were  the  three  parts  then  of  St.  Paul's  "  in- 
firmity :"  constant  suffering  for  Christ's  sake ;  a  con- 
stant sense  of  responsibility ;  a  constant  sympathy 
with  the  weak,  the  erring,  the  tempted.  I  have 
dwelt  upon  these  things  for  the  sake  of  putting  very 
seriously  before  you  and  before  myself  the  contrast  be- 
tween St.  Paul's  weaknesses  and  our  own.  Our  own 
infirmities  are  of  a  kind  which  a  severer  judge  than 
we  are  of  ourselves  would  certainly  designate  by  the 
plainer  names  of  defects,  faults,  and  sins.  Indolence, 
carelessness,  vanity,  a  desire  for  applause,  a  sensitive- 
ness to  other  men's  opinion  of  us,  a  shrinking  from 
that  faithful  acting  and  plain  speaking  which  might 
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give  US  trouble  or  cause  wholesome  pain,  a  selfishness    Sermoh 

which  makes  us  resent  interruption  or  contradiction — 

as  a  wrong,  a  willingness  to  forego  any  duty  at  the 
call  of  pleasure,  a  frequent  misplacing  of  the  very 
name  of  duty  so  as  to  make  it  perforce  almost  the 
echo  of  inclination,  these  are  the  things  which  most 
of  us  would  call  infirmities  in  ourselves,  by  whatever 
title  we  might  describe  them  in  another.  Compared 
with  such  things,  how  withering  to  our  self-love  must 
be  St.  Paul's  (so  called)  weaknesses !  The  very  least 
of  them  is  a  virtue  beyond  our  highest  attainments. 
Which  of  us  ever  suffered  anything  in  Christ's  be- 
half? To  talk  of  bonds  and  imprisonment,  of 
watchings  and  fastings,  of  stripes  and  shipwrecks, 
voluntarily  borne  for  the  sake  of  Him  who  died  for 
us,  would  be  a  mere  mockery  in  this  land  and  age : 
but  which  of  us  ever  made  an  exertion,  which  of  us 
ever  denied  himself  anything,  which  of  us  ever  did 
anything  or  refused  anything,  simply  because  Christ 
was  his  Saviour,  simply  because  he  loved  Christ,  and 
would  not  dishonour  or  displease  him  for  the  world? 
When  we  examine  ourselves  closely,  my  brethren, 
on  such  a  subject,  we  shall  be  surprised  to  see  how 
little  there  is  really  in  us  of  an  earnest  Christianity. 
We  shall  be  surprised:  God  grant  that  we  be 
humbled  and  aroused  also!  But  pass  on  to  the 
other  two  questions.  Where  is  our  sense  of  respon- 
sibility ?  our  anxiety  about  those  committed  to  M^*i 
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Sermon    Where,  in  us,  is  that  feeling  which  expressed  itself 

'- —  in  St.  Paul,  not  in  prayers  and  tears  only,  but  in 

such  inexpressible  desires  to  be  assured  of  the  spi- 
ritual well-being  of  others  as  led  him,  on  one  occa- 
sion well  known  to  the  readers  of  his  Epistles,  to 
choose  to  be  left  absolutely  alone  in  a  strange  and 
unfriendly  city,  that  he  might  send  back  his  one  com- 
panion to  bring  him  tidings  of  a  Church  which  he 
had  but  lately  seen  himself?  Such  ought  to  be — but 
is  it?  our  feeling  with  respect  to  the  highest  welfare 
of  each  one  of  our  family,  our  household,  our  kindred, 
our  friends,  even  if  we  have  no  more  definite  trust 
committed  to  us  in  the  form  of  direct  dependents,  of 
a  school,  a  parish,  or  a  congregation.  Yes,  and 
however  wide  may  be  the  circle  of  our  connections, 
our  interests,  or  our  responsibilities,  with  regard  to 
each  individual  within  that  circle  ours  ought  to  be 
the  feeling  here  expressed  by  St.  Paul,  Who  is  weak^ 
and  I  am  not  weak  ?  who  is  offended^  and  I  burn  not  f 
The  danger  of  each  one  is  felt  as  my  own :  the  fall  of 
any  one  is  felt  and  mourned  over  as  my  own. 

4.  Finally,  I  would  give  a  wider  scope  to  the 
language  of  the  text,  and  urge  upon  each  one  who 
hears  me  the  duty  and  the  happiness  of  saying  to 
himself  in  the  words  of  St.  Paul,  If  I  must  needs 
glory,  I  will  glory  in  those  things  which  concern,  not 
my  strength,  but  my  weakness.  The  things  on  which 
we  commonly  pride  ourselves  are  our  advantages,  less 
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or  greater ;  our  talents,  our  gifb,  our  powers  of  mind    Sermok 

or  body,  our  estimation  with  others,  our  position  in 

society,  the  pleasures  we  can  command,  or  the  wealth 
we  have  accumulated.  But  these  things,  by  their 
very  nature,  are  the  possession  of  the  few.  Many 
can  assert  no  claim  at  all  to  such  grounds  of  glorying: 
all  must  lose  it  one  day.  St.  Paul  tells  us  how  we 
may  glory  safely ;  how  we  may  all  glory ;  how  we 
may  glory  to  the  very  end.  Glory,  he  says,  not  in 
your  strength,  but  in  your  weakness. 

Has  God  denied  to  you,  or  has  God  taken  away  from 
you,  His  gift  of  health  ?  Has  he  seen  fit  by  His  Provi- 
dence to  impair  any  one  of  your  bodily  organs,  your 
sight,  your  hearing,  your  enjoyment  of  taste  or  your 
power  of  motion  ?  Or  has  He,  in  the  original  allotment 
of  His  bounties,  made  you  less  beautiful,  or  less  pleas- 
ing, less  clever,  or  less  attractive,  than  some  others ; 
some  others,  perhaps,  in  your  own  family  and  home  ? 
Or  have  you  been  treated  with  neglect  and  coldness 
by  some  one  to  whom  you  had  felt  and  shown  only 
kindness  ?  Has  the  poison  of  disappointment  entered 
your  heart,  and  made  earth  itself  dull  and  distasteful 
to  you  for  ever  ?  Or  are  you  destined  (as  men  speak) 
to  a  lot  of  obscurity,  if  not  of  poverty;  unable  to  rise 
as  others  rise ;  obliged  to  stand  by  and  look  on,  while 
others  do  the  work  and  reap  the  honour  which  once 
perhaps  you  hoped  might  be  your  own  ?  Or  are  you, 
yet  once  more,  at  this  time  mourning  under  on^  q£ 
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Sermon    God's  afflictive  appointments,  bereaved  and  crushed, 
•  scarcely  able  to  look  either  above  or  beyond  the 


present,  so  dark  does  all  seem  to  you,  so  blank,  so 
naked? 

My  brethren,  it  is  just  in  these  very  things,  or 
in  any  one  of  them,  that  St.  Paul  would  have  you 
glory.  For  God's  gifts  to  us  we  may  be  thankful : 
but  it  is  in  His  deprivations  alone  that  we  may  glory. 
And  St  Paul  tells  us  why  we  may  thus  glory  in  our 
disadvantages,  in  our  postponements,  in  our  losses,  in 
our  bereavements.     He  says  in  another  passage  of 

2Cor.xii.9.  this  Same  Epistle,  Most  gladly  therefore  will  I  rather 
glory  in  my  infirmities^  that  the  power  of  Christ  may 
rest  (tabernacle)  upon  ms.    And  he  speaks,  yet  again, 

2Cor.iv.lO,  in  the  same  spirit,  of  bearing  about  in  the  body  the 
dying  of  the  Lord  JesttSy  being  made  like  Him,  that 
is,  in  His  humiliation  and  in  His  death  for  us,  that 
the  life  also  of  JesuSy  His  living  power  as  it  is  now 
put  forth  in  His  servants,  might  be  made  manifest 
in  our  body.  It  is  the  dark  side  of  life  which 
brings  us  most  closely,  most  consciously,  into  con- 
nection with  the  supporting  and  comforting  help  of 
Christ  within.  Everything  that  lowers  the  exuberance 
of  animal  spirits,  everything  that  tends  to  depress  and 
humble  us  as  merely  human  and  earthly  beings,  tends 
also,  if  it  be  but  meekly  and  faithfully  borne,  to  show 
in  us  and  to  us  how  near  Christ  is,  how  loving,  how 
■t*"'  real,  how  powerful.     When  I  am  weaJe^  then  am  I 
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strong.     Regard  eveiy  painfal  point  in  tout  position    Sekvox 

or  in  jonr  circomstanoes  as  an  indication  of  Divine '- 

loTe ;  of  a  lore  as  faisighted  as  it  is  tender ;  and  be 
assured  that  it  is  so.  Begard  eveiything  wluch  von 
natoiallj  dislike  and  fret  under,  as  a  new  modTe  for 
calling  in  Chnst^s  help  to  bear  it ;  and  tou  will  find 
it  a  stepping-stone  between  jon  and  Him.  He  will 
cause  His  power  to  rest  upon  jou,  and  by  degrees 
you  will  be  conscious  of  it  He  will  guide  you  with 
His  counsel ;  He  will  uphold  you  with  His  arm ;  and 
at  last  leceiye  you  to  glory. 


SERMON  VI. 


PRESEISTT  KNOWLEDGE  AND  FUTURK 


EPISTLE  FOR  QUINQUAGESIMA  SUNDAY. 
1  Corinthians  xin.  1 — 13. 

1  IF  I  speak  vnth  the  tongues  of  men  and  of  angels,  and  have 
not  charity^  I  am  become  hut  sounding  brass  or  a  clanging 

2  cymbal.  And  if  I  have  prophecy,  and  hnxm  all  mysteries 
and  all  knowledge,  and  if  I  have  all  faith  so  as  to  remvove 

3  mxmntains,  and  have  not  charity^  I  am  nothing.  And  if  I 
feed  others  udth  all  my  substance,  and  if  I  surrender  my 
body  that  I  may  be  burned,  and  have  not  charity,  I  am 

4  nothing  profited.  Charity  is  longsuffering,  and  hind; 
charity  envieth  not;  charity  vaunteth  not  herself;  is  not 

5  puffed  up  ;  is  not  unmannerly  ;  seeketh  not  hei*  oum  ;  is  not 

6  provoked  ;  reckoneth  not  evil ;  rejoiceth  not  at  iniquity,  but 

7  rejoiceth  unth  the  truth;  covereth  all  things,  believeth  aU 

8  things,  hopeth  all  things,  endureth  all  things.  Charity  never 
faileth :  but,  whether  it  be  prophesyings,  they  unll  be  abolished; 
or  tongujes,  they  will  cease  ;  or  knowledge,  it  will  be  abolished. 

9j  10   For  in  part  we  know,  and  in  part  we  prophesy ;  and,  when- 
ever the  perfect  has  come,  that  which  is  in  part  unll  be  abo- 
il  lislied.    When  I  was  a  child,  I  talked  as  a  child,  I  felt^  as  a 
child,  I  reasoned  as  a  child :  when  I  liave  become  a  m^an,  I 
f2   have  abolished  the  things  of  the  child.     For  we  see  now  by  a 
mirror,  in  riddle;  but  then  face  to  face :  now  I  know  in 
part;  but  then  I  shall  know  fully,  even  as  also  I  was  fully 
13  known,    Bui,  at  present  there  remaineth  faith,  hope,  charity^ 
these  three  things  ;  and  the  greatest  of  these  is  charity, 

^  Literally,  /  was  minded  as  a  child;    that  vs,  my  sentimenU 
(thoughts  and  feelings)  were  those  of  a  child. 


SERMON  VI. 


PRESENT  KNOWLEDGE  AND  FUTURE. 


1  Corinthians  xm.  12. 

PufT  worn  we  see  Hhrangh  a  glasi,  darkly :  hut  thenf<ice  to  face;  now  I 
know  in  part ;  but  then  shall  I  know  even  as  also  I  am  known. 

We   reach  to-day  what    may   be   called,   without    Sbrmon 
disparagement  to   others,  the  most  beautiful  of  all '■ — 


the  Sunday  Epistles.  That  short  chapter  which 
records  the  workings  and  celebrates  the  praises  of 
charity  or  Christian  love,  has  been  familiar  to  all 
of  us  from  childhood.  If  it  had  been  always  made, 
as  it  ought  to  have  been,  the  touchstone  of  Chris- 
tianity in  communities  and  in  individuals ;  if  the 
confession  of  a  true  faith  had  been  made  to  consist 
less  in  the  correct  enunciation  of  abstruse  doctrine, 
and  more  in  the  watchfdl  maintenance  of  a  spirit 
of  love,  it  would  have  been  well  for  the  cause  of 
Christ  on  earth,  and  well  for  the  souls  of  His  people 
both  in  this  world  and  in  that  which  is  to  come.  Let 
us  pray  for  a  special  blessing  on  the  brief  considera- 
tion of  this  glorious  passage  to-day. 

This  chapter  forms  what  a  human  critic  mi^t  csi!^ 

E 
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Sermon   an  episode  in  the  Epistle.    But  not  on  that  account 

VL 

is  it  without  its  link  before  and  after.     St.  Paul 


is  speaking  of  those  spiritual  gifts,  on  the  possession 
of  which  the  congregation  at  Corinth  was  so  much 
priding  itself;  priding  itself  with  little  appreciation 
either  of  the  aim  of  aU  gifts— the  spiritual  good  of 
others — or  of  the  relative  value  of  the  various  gifts 

lCor.xil3l.  as  measured  by  this  standard.  Covet  earnestly,  he 
says  in  the  last  verse  of  the  preceding  chapter,  the 
greater  gifts;  that  iff,  the  higher  and  the  better 
because  the  more  practical  and  profitable  gifts ;  and 
yet  show  I  unto  you  a  more  excellent  way :  there  is 
something  higher  and  greater  yet  than  any  gift: 
take  heed  that  ye  miss  not  that  one  straight 
unerring  road  to  life,  from  which  there  are  so  many 
paths  diverging,  which  end  not  in  life  but  in  death. 
Now  follow  the  train  of  thought  thus  introduced. 

Verse  1.  There  is  a  very  showy  and  a  very  marvellous  gift, 

hy  which  a  man,  under  the  influence  of  the  Almighty 
Spirit,  may  speak  to  a  congregation  gaihered  from 
all  parts  of  the  earth  in  the  very  tongue  wherein  eajch 
was  horn*  And  yet  he  might  speak  thus  every  lanr- 
guage  and  every  dialect  both  of  heaven  and  earth,  and, 
Uuiking  withal  the  spirit  of  a  living  hve,  he  found,  for 
any  practical  purpose,  the  utterer  of  unmeaning  sounds, 
like  those  of  the  echoing  brass  or  the  clanging  cymiaL 

Verst  2.      And  there  is  another  gift,  higher  than  the  former,  even 
that  power  of  prophesying,  which  is  the  intelligent  utter- 
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ance,  under  Divine  direction^  of  the  revealed  secrets  of  Sermon 

.  VI. 

the  Gospel :  and  there  is,  yet  beyond  this,  that  super- '- — 


natural  gift  of  faith  by  which  a  man,  in  his  Mooter  s 
service,  may  bid  the  very  mountain,  which  opposes  his 
progress,  to  be  removed  and  cast  into  the  sea  :  and  yet, 
in  either  case,  the  possessor  of  these  mighty  powers 
may  be  destitute  of  a  gentler  influence,  the  voice  of  love 
within  ;  and,  if  so,  if  he  be  indeed  so,  all  his  prodigies 
of  speech  and  aotion  will  have  been,  for  himself,  in 
vain :  he  is  nothing ;  nothing  in  the  sight  of  God, 
nothing  in  the  awards  of  eternity.  And  there  is  yet  Verse  3. 
a  quality  which  approaches  very  closely  indeed  inform 
and  feature  to  the  blessed  principle  of  charity ;  so 
closely  that  in  the  later  days  of  the  Church  it  shall 
even  take  its  name  and  reap  its  honour ;  there  is  a 
liberality  of  almsgiving,  which  may  go  to  great  lengths 
of  self-denial,  even  to  the  bestowal  of  all  that  a  man 
has  upon  the  relief,  in  soul  or  body,  of  the  destitute  / 
and  there  is  a  zeal  too  of  devotion,  which  may  carry 
a  man  to  martyrdom  in  defence  of  what  he  deemfis,  and 
perhaps  justly  deems,  to  be  the  cause  of  truth  and 
right :  and  yet  neither  the  one  ru/r  the  other  of  these  is 
charity ;  both  the  one  and  the  other  may  be  wholly 
dissevered  from  charity  :  and,  if  it  be  so,  if  it  be  indeed 
so,  then  shall  it  profit  a  man  nothing  to  have  possessed 
and  displayed  either  this  or  that,  in  the  day  when  God 
looks  for  one  thing,  and  can  accept  in  its  stead  no 
substitute  and  no  counterfeit. 

H  2 
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Sermon        And  what  then  ie  thai  great  grace,  on  the  possession 
'. —  of  which  all  depends  ?     How  shall  I  trace  its  features, 


so  that  you  may  hold  up  the  mirror  to  yourselves,  and 
see  whether  they  are  your  likeness  or  no? 

Verse  i.  Charity  suffereth  long,  and  is  kind:  charity  envieth 

not:  charity  vaunteth  not  herself;  makes  no  display : 

Verse  5.  IS  not  puffed  up ;  is  not  vain,  is  not  conceited:  doth 
not  behave  herself  unseemly  ;  is  not  rude,  arrogant,  or 
unmannerly:  seeketh  not  her  own;  is  not  selfish,  is 
no  self-seeker:  is  not  provoked:^  reckoneth  not  evil; 
does    not  put  down   a   wrong  in   her   account,   as 

Verse  6.  though  it  needed  to  be  paid  off*  by  retaliation :  re- 
joiceth  not  at  iniquity,  has  no  pleasure  in  reading 
or  hearing  of  another's  ill-doing,  another's  crime  or 
folly,  buty  on  the  contrary,  rejoiceth  with  the  truth, 
shares,  as  it  were,  in  the  joy  of  the  truth,  of  right- 
eousness and  of  good,  when  a  triumph  is  vouchsafed  to 

Verse  7.  it  in  the  world  of  human  conflict :  covereth  all  things 
by  a  merciful  reticence,  lelieveth  all  things  by  a 
refusal  to  mistrust,  hopeth  all  things  where  she  cannot 
approve,  endureth  all  things  where  she  is  herself 
oppressed  and  overborne.  As  it  has  been  beautifully 
expressed  in  a  brief  paraphrase  of  the  original, 
"  Charity  hides  the  evil,  believes  the  good,  hopes  the 
best,  bears  the  worsts  ' 

^  The  word  easily  in  the  Authorized  Version  comes  I  know  not 
whence. 

*  Professor  Stanley's  Epistles  of  St.  Paul  to  the  Corinthians,  Vol.  I. 
p.  280,  1st  Edition.  He  prefers,  however,  the  other  rendering  of 
the  Arab  clauae;  bears  all  things. 
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Charity  never  faileth:  hut,  whether  it  he  prophesy-    Sermon 

VI. 

ingSy   they   will  he  abolished ;   or   tongues,  they  will  y^^^  g— 
cease ;  or  hnowledge,   it  will  he  abolished.     For  our  Verse  9. 
hnowledge  is  partial,  and  our  prophesy  ings  are  partial ; 
and,  whenever  the  perfect  has  come,  the  partial  will  he  Verse  10. 
abolished.     It  is  with  these  greater  matters,  as  it  is  Verse  ii. 
with  the  progress  of  a  human  life  from  childhood  to 
maturity:  whten  I  was  a  child,  I  talked  as  a  child;  I 
felt  as  a  child,  my  sentiments  were  those  of  a  child; 
/  reasoned  as  a  child :  when  I  have  become  a  man,  I 
have  abolished  the  things  of  the  child:  the  arrival  at 
man's  estate  brings  with  it,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the 
abolition  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  child.     Or  Verse  12. 
take  another  similitude.     We  see  now,  in  the  present 
life,  by  means  of  a  mii^or,  reflecting  the  images  of 
heavenly  things  in  a  manner  tempered  to  the  infirmities 
of  our  sight ;  darkly,  in  enigma  or  riddle,  in  dark  say- 
ings rather  than  in  plain  and  direct  disclosures :  but 
then,  in  that  life  which  is  beyond  this  for  the  Christian, 
we  shall  see  face  to  face :  now,  in  the  present  life,  / 
know  in  part,  my  knowledge  is  partial  /  but  then  I 
shall  know  fully,  even  a3  in  this  life  Iwasjully  known. 
But  at  present,  as  matters  now  are,  there  remaineth  Verse  13. 
faith,  hope,  charity,  these  three  things:  these,  in  this 
life,  are  the  three  sure  bulwarks,  the  abiding  charac- 
teristics, of  the  man  in  Christ :  and  greater  than  these, 
or,  in  our  idiom,   the  greatest  of  these,  is  charity ; 
greatest— we  may  draw  this  inference  from  the  words 
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Sermon  above — ^because  it  alone  of  all  graces,  alone  of  all 
^^'  spiritual  gifts,  can  pass  unaltered  into  the  eternal 
world,  and,  while  faith  has  changed  its  very  nature  in 
becoming  sight,  and  hope  has  changed  its  very  nature 
in  passing  into  fruition,  remains  essentially  the  same 
for  ever,  the  same  in  kind  towards  God,  the  same  in 
kind  towards  His  children. 

Such,  most  imperfectly  expressed,  is  the  general 
sense  of  the  Epistle  for  this  day  as  a  whole.  I  have  now 
to  fix  your  thoughts  upon  one  of  its  subordinate  though 
most  interesting  and  most  instructive  portions ;  that 
which  contrasts  our  present  with  our  future  knowledge, 
and  sets  before  us,  in  brief  but  forcible  figures,  the  im- 
perfection of  the  one  and  the  perfection  of  the  other. 
At  present  we  see  by  means  of  a  mirror^  in  riddle,  ,  .  ,  at 
present  I  know  but  in  part :  this  is  our  first  topic.  But 
then  face  to  face,  .  .  but  tlien  I  shall  know  fully  y  even 
as  in  this  life  I  was  fully  known:  this  is  the  second. 

I.  First  then,  the  imperfection  of  our  present 
knowledge  of  Divine  things  is  here  said  to  be  two- 
fold ;  an  imperfection  of  kind,  and  an  imperfection  of 
degree. 

1.  An  imperfection  of  kind.  This  again  is  illus- 
trated by  two  comparisons. 

i.  We  see  by  means  of  a  mirror.  What  we  see  at 
present  is  a  sort  of  reflection  of  truth,  not  the  very 
truth  itself.  A  mirror  may  be  very  useful;  but  it 
can  never  give  the  accurate  idea  of  the  very  figure, 
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the  veiT  peraon,  presented  in  it.     K  Its  copy  of  the    SEUiox 

VL 

person  be  ever  so  aocnrate,  still  it  is  not  defective  only,  — 

it  is  also  misleading :  the  right  side  has  become  the 
left,  and  the  left  hand  in  the  picture  is  awkwardly 
performing  the  ftmctions  of  the  right  hand  in  the 
original :  thns  the  efiect  produced  is  difierent,  how- 
ever careftilly  represented  the  details  and  the  particn* 
lars.  A  mirror,  too,  can  hold  but  one  image  at  a 
time:  if  it  be  preoccupied  by  one  figure,  it  is  un- 
available for  another.  And  if,  in  addition  to  these 
essential  defectsof  accuracy  and  limitations  of  capacity, 
there  be  also  the  slightest  flaw  in  the  glass  or  doud 
upon  the  surface,  there  is  an  end  at  once  of  all  beauty 
and  of  all  truth  in  the  representation,  and  what 
was  before  only  defective  becomes  now  a  distortion 
and  a  caricature.  And  how  much  more  expressive 
would  be  the  figure  in  the  Apostle's  days,  when  not 
glass  but  stone  or  metal  was  commonly  used  for  the 
purpose  spoken  of;  when  the  colouring  therefore  of 
every  object  must  have  been  lost  in  the  reflection, 
and  nothing  would  remain  but  a  meagre  and  blurred 
outline  to  carry  to  the  eye  the  impression  of  face  or 
figure  or  landscape ! 

By  such  a  reflection  as  this,  St.  Paul  says,  we  at 
present  behold  the  things  of  Grod.     We :  yes,  even 
he;    even  the   man   who   had  actually  seen  Jesus  l Cor. ix.l. 
Christ,   and  had   been  caught  up  in  vision   to   the  2Cor.xiL2. 
third  heaven.     Well  may  we  speak  thus  ;  we,  whoa^ 
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SimMON    knowledge  and  whose  faith  must  be  at  the  very  best 

VI.       .  .       . 
'. —  immeasurably  inferior.     It  is  with  us,  and  far  more 


literally,  as  it  was  even  with  the  great  lawgiver  of  old 
Ex.  xxxiii.  ^^^  desired  to  see  God's  glory.  Thou  canst  not  see 
mi/ face;  for  there  shall  no  man  see  ms  and  live,  ,  .  . 
While  my  glory  passeth  Jy,  /  will  put  thee  in  a 
clift  of  the  rock^  and  will  cover  thee  mth  my  hand 
while  I  pass  by  ;  and  I  will  take  away  mine  hand, 
and  thou  shalt  see  that  which  is  behind  of  me,  the 
reflection  left  by  me  in  the  mirror  as  I  pass  by,  but 
my  face  shall  not  be  seen.  How  inaccurate,  doubtless, 
are  our  clearest  conceptions  at  present  of  the  realities 
of  Christ  and  of  God,  of  truth  and  heaven  I  It  is  in- 
deed as  if  the  right  side  and  the  left  of  each  were 
interchanged ;  as  if  the  functions  of  a  right  hand 
were  usurped  by  a  left  hand,  and  as  if  the  impression 
of  the  whole  were  confused  if  not  inverted.  How 
tame,  how  colourless,  how  lifeless,  to  our  eye  is  the 
general  view  of  things  above,  even  when  the  outline 
may  be  correctly  drawn  I  How  often  too  is  the  face 
of  the  mirror  preoccupied  with  other  images,  when  we 
would  hold  it  up  to  receive  the  rays  of  the  Divine 
glory  I  How  does  the  world,  how  does  self,  fill  up 
already  that  surface  which  ought  to  be  all  free  and  open 
for  the  reception  of  that  which  is  so  far  worthier  and 
more  satisfying  I  How  often  too  is  there  some  fatal 
blemish  in  the  very  glass  itself,  some  vein  of  preju- 
dice or  passion  or  perverseness  or  guilty  remembrance, 
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running  across  the  field  of  vision,  and  distorting  every    Sermon 

image  that  can  fall  upon  it  from  the  throne  of  God '- — 

and  of  the  Lamb  I 

ii.  Again,  we  see,  as  it  is  here  added,  darkly; 
but,  as  the  marginal  reading  gives  it  more  correctly, 
in  a  riddle,  or  enigma,  or  da/rk  saying.  Our  present 
knowledge  is  imperfect  in  kind  for  this  second  reason 
also,  that  it  is  all,  when  regarded  in  comparison  with 
that  knowledge  which  shall  be,  and  with  that  reality 
of  truth  which  already  is,  enigmatical  and  not 
literal.  Our  present  knowledge  comes  to  us  through 
words.  Revelation  itself  has  to  be  framed  for  us 
into  words.  All  the  deep  things  of  God,  which 
we  can  entertain  in  our  minds  at  all,  have  to  be 
embodied  for  our  contemplation,  for  our  examination; 
for  our  use,  in  words.  Now  think  for  a  moment 
what  words  are.  An  inestimable  treasure,  doubt- 
less; the  very  currency  of  thought  and  reason: 
but  surely,  when  applied  to  some  subjects,  a  mere 
expedient,  inadequate  at  once,  and  temporary. 
There  is  a  perpetual  tendency  in  us  to  confound 
words  with  things,  the  sign  with  the  thing  signi- 
fied. Half  our  theological  controversies  are 
iUustrations  of  this  error.  A  little  calm  mutual 
explanation  of  the  terms  employed,  often  a  very 
little  time  spent  in  careful  definition,  would  have 
closed  them  peaceably.  This  is  an  ungrateful 
use  of  God's  gifts.    He  gives  us  words,  to  maka 
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Sermon    the  best  approach    that  we  can   at  present  make 
to  some  faint  knowledge  of  Himself;  and  then  we 


turn  these  words  into  weapons,  into  stumbling- 
blocks,  into  idols:  we  begin  by  fighting  with 
them,  and  we  end  by  fighting  for  them. 

I  am  not  counselling  the  disparagement  of  words : 
they  are  inestimably  precious.  But  I  am  endea^ 
vouring  to  correct  an  abuse  of  them,  I  am  showing 
that,  when  St  Paul  wrote,  we  know  at  present  only 
in  riddle,  only  enigmatically,  he  wrote  with  exact 
truth  in  reference  to  the  defects,  the  necessary 
defects,  of  all  human  language.  We  know  of 
Divine  things  at  present  through  the  medium  of 
words.  Will  any  one  say  that  what  he  thus 
knows  he  knows  with  the  accuracy  of  an  exact 
science  ?  Take  for  an  example  the  nature  of  God. 
The  very  attributes  of  God  are  an  enigma  to  us. 
What  is  infinity  ?  What  is  omniscience  ?  What  is 
omnipresence  ?  What  is  eternity  ?  Each  is  a  riddle. 
Take  for  an  example  the  character  of  God.  Is 
it  not  all  shadowed  forth  to  us  in  the  Scriptures, 
in  the  Old  Testament  at  all  events,  in  dark  sayings  ? 
Gen.  vL  6.  It  repented  the  Lord  that  He  had  made  man,  and  it 
grieved  Him  at  His  heart  Take  for  an  example  the 
mode  of  our  redemption.  We  firmly  believe  in  the 
truth  of  an  atonement  made  for  sin  by  the  sacrifice 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  But  is  not  every  word 
in  that  statement  an  enigma?    Who   can  explain. 
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unless  he  would  darken  counsel  hy  words   vnthout    Sewcon 
knowledge^  the  precise  mode  and  principle  of  that  jobxxx^- 
work  of  Christ,  which  is  yet  a  sinner's  one  hope?    ^ 
Take  for  an   example  the   operation  of   the   Holy 
Spirit      Who   can    tell  us  how    the   Holy    Spirit 
works   in  the  hearts  of  men  ?      Thou  hearest    the  John  UL  8. 
sound  thereofy   but  canst  not  tell  whence  it  cometh 
and  whither  it  goeth  :  so  is  every  one  thai  is  bom  of 
the  Spirit.      Take  for  an   example   the  process   of 
the  fdture  judgment    Who  will  say  that  a  thousand 
objections  which  he  cannot  answer  might  not  be 
urged  by  human  ingenuity  against  each  part  of  that 
doctrine?    We  know  it;   we  know   it:   but  it  is 
in  a  riddle;    it  is   as   a   dark   saying.      Or  take, 
once   more,  for  an  example   the   whole  conception 
of  heaven,   of  the  fature   life   of   the  saved;    and 
O,  ten  thousand  times  more,  of  the  fature  life  of 
the   lost     The  revelation  is  made  to  us,  made  on 
the  authority  of  God,  but  made  to  us  also  in  human 
words,  and  therefore  also  made  in  an  enigma. 

2.  But  the  time  is  short,  and  I  must  say  a  word 
upon  the  imperfection  of  our  present  knowledge  in 
degree  also.  /  know  in  part.  Our  present  knowledge 
is  partial 

It  is  indeed  but  a  brief  hint  which  I  can  give  at 
any  part  of  the  vast  subject.  And  upon  this  point 
I  will  only  call  you  to  notice  that  our  great  difficulty 
at  present  in  religion  is  how  to  combine.     We  know 
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SBBMoif    in  part.     We  have  several  portions  of  Divine  truth 

VI. 

communicated    to    us,  but  in   very  manj   cases   a 


connecting  link  is  at  present  wanting.  Everything 
in  revelation  is  true ;  but  our  faith  is  exercised,  and 
our  humility  is  exercised,  and  our  patience  is  ex- 
ercised, in  having  so  Httle  light  as  to  how  this  and 
that  in  revelation  can  both  be  true.  Many  examples 
will  rise  to  every  mind  as  I  speak.  The  mercy  of 
God,  and  the  justice  of  God,  The  almighty  power 
of  God,  and  the  obstinate  resistance  of  that  power 
by  souls  refasing  to  be  saved.  God's  hatred  of  sin, 
and  God's  permission  of  the  existence  of  evil.  Man's 
free  will,  and  God's  free  grace.  The  efficacy  of 
prayer,  and  God's  foreknowledge  and  unchangeable 
purpose.  The  perfect  happiness  of  the  blessed,  and 
the  coexistent  misery  of  the  finally  condemned.  Our 
knowledge,  you  observe,  is  in  part.  We  know  each 
of  two  things,  but  we  cannot  put  them  together. 
The  real  difficulty  is  in  the  combination.  Meanwhile 
we  do  not  doubt  that  God  sees  them  all  in  one.  And 
John  xiii  7.  what  I  doy  thou  knowest  not  now,  hut,  thou  shalt  know 
hereafter.  So  that  we  reach  the  second  and  far 
more  glorious  part  of  our  subject,  and  have  to  set  in 
contrast  with  the  present  imperfection  the  future 
perfection  of  our  knowledge. 

II.  And  here  also  we  have  two  illustrations. 

1.  But  then,  face  to  face.  No  doubt  there  is  a 
verbal  reference  here  to  the  words  spoken  of  Moses, 
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If  there  he  a  prophet  among  yoUy  I  the  Lord  will  make    Sermon 
myself  known  unto  him  in  a  vision,  and  will  speak 


unto  htm  in  a  dream.  My  servant  Moses  is  not  sOy 
who  is  faithful  in  all  mine  house.  With  him  will  I 
speak  mouth  to  mouth,  even  apparently,  and  not  in 
dark  speeches ;  and  the  similitude  of  the  Lord  shall 
he  behold.  We  have  the  same  contrast  here.  Now  we 
see  through  a  glass,  in  a  dark  speech  •  •  •  but  then 
face  to  face.  We  shall  all  have  that  sort  of  commu- 
nication  with  God  Himself,  which,  alone  of  all  men, 
the  mediator  of  the  first  dispensation  was  privileged 
to  enjoy  in  his  day. 

I  shall  see  face  to  face.  Our  knowledge  of  truth 
hereafter  will  be,  first,  direct,  and  secondly,  personal. 

i.  It  will  not  be  any  longer  a  process  of  reflection, 
but  a  process  of  intuition.  There. will  be  no  im- 
perfect, no  inverted,  no  distorted,  images  of  things 
then :  no  inadequate  representation,  and  no  defective 
reception,  of  truth  then  :  it  will  be  all  viewed  directly, 
immediately,  with  nothing  interposed  between  us 
and  it,  either  to  temper  its  rays  or  to  discipline  our 
vision. 

ii.  And  this  direct  knowledge  will  be  a  personal 
knowledge  also.  Face  to  face  implies  a  person.  We 
shall  see  the  very  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jesus  2  Cor.  iv.  6. 
Christ.  But  our  words  here  must  be  few  and  re- 
verent, lest  we  seem  to  forget  that  the  thing  spoken 
of  is  itself  at  present  seen  but  in  a  glass^  darkly^ 
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S^MON        2.  Again,  then  shall  I  know,  even  as  also  I  was 

Jcnovm.     Our  knowledge  of  Divine  things  hereafter 

will  be  of  the  same  character  with  that  knowledge  of 
us  which  God  has  had  through  this  life.  A  very- 
solemn  word,  my  brethren ;  and  greatly  do  we  need  it. 
We  cannot  hope,  in  eternity,  to  know  God  better  than 
He,  through  this  life,  has  known  each  of  us.  I  will  say 
two  things  of  this  knowledge.  First,  that  it  will  be 
thorough,  and  secondly,  that  it  will  be  comprehensive. 

i.  Thorough.  A  knowledge  (for  that  is  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word)  through  and  through.  Grod  is  a 
heart-searching  God.  There  is  no  secret  so  deeply 
buried  in  us  but  God  sees  it  as  in  the  Ught  of 
day.  Even  such  is  the  insight  into  His  truth  and 
character,  into  His  word  and  works,  into  His  ways 
and  will,  which  is  promised  to  those  of  us  who  shall 
be  faithful  unto  death,  in  a  world  beyond  the  grave. 
It  will  be  indeed  a  thorough  knowledge. 

ii.  It  will  be  also  a  comprehensive  knowledge.  At 
present  I  know  in  part,  but  then  shall  I  know  even  as 
I  was  known,  God  has  not  only  a  minute  insight ;  it 
is  also  a  large  insight.  He  not  only  sees  particulars ; 
He  sees  each  one  of  us  as  a  whole.  You  know  how 
impossible  that  is  for  any  one  of  us  with  regard  to 
another.  We  see  particular  faults  and  particular 
virtues,  but  we  are  not  able,  in  very  many  instances, 
nor  ought  we,  to  speak  decisively  of  the  character 
as  a  whole,  whether  for  good  or  eviL    But  God  sees 
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this  also.     God  could  judge  each  one  of  us  at  this    Sermon 
moment.   He  could  say,  "  Notwithstanding  this  fault, '■ — 


that  man  is  my  servant :  notwithstanding  that  good 
quality,  this  man  I  never  knew."  Now  it  shall  be 
thus  with  our  knowledge  hereafter.  Not  only  shall 
we  believe  and  understand  this  item  and  that  item, 
separately,  of  God's  truth,  but  we  shall  see  it  all  in 
its  connection,  in  its  combination,  in  its  reconciling 
harmony,  in  its  perfect  unity.  There  will  no  longer 
be  any  spaces  and  gaps  in  our  knowledge.  There 
will  be  no  longer  crevasses  and  chasms,  to  be 
vaulted  over  on  a  staff  of  faith.  The  crooked  will  laai  xL  4. 
then  have  been  made  straight^  and  the  rough  places 
plain;  and  all  flesh  will  see,  as  in  one  view,  the  salva-  Luke  ill  6. 
ticm  of  God.  Then  will  not  only  vnsdom  be,  as  she  Matt  xL  19. 
ever  has  heen,  Justifled  of  her  children,  but  also  "  the 
ways  of  God"  will  be  universally  and  finally 
"  justified  to  men." 

I  close  with  a  word  of  caution,  and  with  a  word 
of  encouragement. 

1.  The  contrast  between  the  present  imperfection 
and  the  future  perfection  of  a  Christian's  knowledge, 
must  make  no  one  idle  in  the  pursuit  of  truth 
below.  They  who  seek  not  here  will  never  find 
there.  It  is  they  who  seize  and  treasure  and  count 
over  and  use  the  separate  fragments  here  vouch- 
safed to  them  of  eternal  truth,  who  will  alone  be 
capable  of  apprehending  hereafter  the  key  ^laidi 
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Sermon    is  to  unlock  the  mysterious  treasury  which  contains 
it  alL     In  this  sense,  as  in  many  others,  whosoever 


12.  Aa^,  to  him  shall  he  given. 

2.  Finally,  do  not  imagine  that,  because  we 
speak  of  imperfections  of  present  knowledge,  imper- 
fections of  kind  as  well  as  imperfections  of  degree ; 
and  because  we   would  raise   your  thoughts  to   a 

Rev.  X.  7.  time  yet  future,  when  the  mystery  of  God  shall 
he  not  only  finished  but  unfolded  in  a  manner 
in  which  it  has  never  yet  been  to  the  living; 
therefore  we  would  imply  that  the  very  Person 
in  whom  all  truth  is  centred  may  prove  eventually 
something  wholly  different  from  that  which  He 
has  been  pictured  to  us,  or  that  we  may  not  recognize 

Acts  L 11.  in  the  features  of  that  Jesas  who  shall  return,  the 
lineaments  of  the  Son  of  Man  who  first  ascended. 
Dismiss  every  such  fear.  All  that  we  now  conceive 
of  holiness,  of  truth,  of  tenderness,  of  love,  will 
be  verified  then,  beyond  but  never  against  our 
anticipations.  Much  that  we  have  elaborated  for 
ourselves  out  of  formal  and  ponderous  theologies 
may  then,  and  probably  will,  be  contradicted ;  but 
nothing  that  we  have  known  of  the  living  Saviour 
Himself,  nothing  that  we  have  learned  of  Him  by 
experience,  nothing  that  we  have  seen  of  Him  in 
prayer.     If  we  would  ever  know  the  truth,  we  must 

ICor.viiLS.  begin  by  loving  the  Person.     If  a  ftmn  love  God,  the 

fc  sam^  knoweth,  or,  let  me  rather  say,  is  known  of  Himm 
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EPISTLE  FOR  THE  FIRST  SUNDAY  IN  LENT. 

2  Corinthians  vi.  1 — 10. 

1  And  vx>rking  with  Him  we  entreat  also  tliat  ye  receive  not 

2  in  vain  the  grace  of  God :  (for  He  saith,  ^^  At  an  acceptable 
season  I  hearkened  to  thee ;  and  in  a  day  of  salvation  I 
sticcoured  thee  ;'*    behold,  now  is  a   season  of  favourable 

3  acceptance  ;  behold,  now  is  a  day  of  salvation  ;)  taking  heed 
not  ^  to  give  in  any  thing  any  cause  of  stumbling,  lest  the 

i  ministry  ^  be  blamed  ;  but  in  every  thing  recommending  our- 
selves, like  ^  Gods  ministers,  in  much  patience,  in  afflictions, 

5  in  sufferings,  in  distresses,  in  stripes,  in  imprisonments,  in 

6  tumults,  in  toils,  in  watchings,  in  fastings ;  in  purity,  in 
knowledge^  in  longsuffering,  in  kindness,  in  the  Holy  Spirit, 

7  in  love  unfeigned,  in  word  of  truth,^  in  power  of  God,^ 
through  the  armour  of  righteousness  on  the  right  hand  and 

S  on  the  left;  through  renown  and  dishonour,  through  evil 
9  report  and  good  report ;  as  deceivers,  and  true  ;  as  unhnown, 

and  well  known;  as  dying ,  and,  behold,  we  live;  as 
10  cliastened,  and  not  killed;  as  sorrowing,  but  ever  rejoicing; 

as  poor,  but  making  many  rich;  as  having  nothing,  and 

possessing  all  things, 

'  This  appears  to  be  the  force  of  the  particular  negative  particle 
here  used. 

*  See  chap.  v.  18 :  the  ministry  of  the  reconciliatimi, 

*  Literally,  as  GocTs  mvnistert  {shovM  do), 

4  The  omission  of  the  article  is  accounted  for  by  the  form 
of  the  sentence,  as  a  sort  of  catalogue  or  enumeration  of  heads  of 
inquiry. 
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THE  PROTECTIVE  POWER  OF  CONSISTENT  HOLINESS. 

2  Corinthians  tl  7. 
By  the  curmour  of  righteoumess  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left. 

The  opening  of  this  day's  Epistle  reminds  us  that    Sermon 
the  Epistle  itself  has  a  context.     We  then,  as  workers 


together  with  Him,  beseech  you  also  that  ye  receive  not 
the  grace  of  Ood  in  vain.  We  look  back  to  the  close 
of  the  foregoing  chapter,  and  find  in  it  one  of  the 
most  glorious  summaries  anywhere  to  be  found  of  the 
work  of  Christ's  redemption. 

The  love  of  Christ  constraineth  us;  hecav^e  we  thus  2Cor.v.l4, 

15. 

Judged,  because  this  is  our  decision  formed  once  and 
for  ever,  that,  if  one  died  for  all,  then  did  all  die,  in 
Him,  and  with  Him :  and  that  He  died  for  all,  that 
the  living  might  no  longer  live  unto  themselves,  in 
relation  to  themselves,  with  a  selfish,  self-seeking, 
self-contained  life,  but  unto  Him  who  for  them  died 
and  wa>s  raised  from  death.    The  next  verse  describes 

1  A  collection  was  made  after  this  Sermon  for  the  Discharged 
Prisoners'  Society. 

/  2 
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Sermon   a  consequence  of  this.     I  look  upon  myself  as  having 
'- —  died  when  Christ  died,  as  having  risen  when  Christ 


ibid.  16.  rose.  I  have  done  therefore  with  "  flesh,"  with  the 
life  which  is  merely  bodily  and  worldly,  in  all  its 
bearings.  Even  towards  Christ  Himself  I  have 
ceased  to  have  any  such  relation.  I  no  longer  dwell 
upon  my  national  connection  with  Him,  as  one  of 

ibid.  17.  the  house  of  Israel,  of  the  seed  of  Abraham.  A  man 
in  Christ  is  a  new  creation.  Old  things,  for  him, 
are  gone  hy ;  old  aims,  old  boasts,  old  advantages, 
old  views   and  judgments :    hehoM,   all  things  are 

ibid.  18.  become  n£w.  And  those  "  all  things "  which  have 
thus  become  new  are  all,  for  him,  given  and  originated 
hy  that  God  who  reconciled  its  to  Himself  through 
Christ,  and  gave  to  us  the  ministry  of  the  reconcilia- 

ibii  19.  tion.  And  what  is  that  ?  How  that  God  was  engaged 
in  reconciling  in  Christ  a  worlds  a  whole  world,  to 
Himself  hy  not  reckoning  to  them,  not  charging  to 
their  account,  their  trespasses,  and  hy  having  set  in 
us,  constituted  and  established  in  our  persons  as 
His  messengers  and  Apostles,  the  word  of  the  recon- 

ibid.  20.  ciliation.  In  hehalf  of  Christ,  then,  are  we  ambas-- 
sadors,  as  though  God  were  entreating  through  u>s  :  we 
pray  you  in  hehalf  of  Christy  he  reconciled — and  the 
original  word  says,  be  reconciled  once  for  all,  as  by  a 

ibid.  21.  single  act — to  God,  One  who  knew  not  sin  He  made 
sin  for  us,  that  we  might  become  a  very  righteousness 
of  God  in  Him.     So  entire  was  the  union  between 
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Christ  and  the  sin-ramed  world,  that  it  was  as  though    Sermon 

.  VII. 

He    took  our  sin  and  gave  us  in  exchange  His '- — 


righteousness.  When  were  words  more  express 
ever  employed,  to  denote  the  thoroughness  of  Christ's 
expiation,  or  the  completeness  of  the  transfer  of 
guilt  from  the  soul  of  the  sinner,  who  with  hearty- 
repentance  and  true  faith  turns  to  Him  ? 

You  will  not  blame  me  for  having  devoted  a  few 
moments  to  a  passage  so  transcendent  in  its  im- 
portance, and  so  intimately  connected  with  the  subject 
which  comes  before  us  in  its  order  to-day.  That 
subject  itself  I  can  express  with  very  little  amplifi- 
cation. Follow  me  through  a  brief  paraphrase  of 
the  opening  of  this  sixth  chapter,  the  Epistle  for  the 
day. 

I  have  told  you  of  a  grace  which  is  above  all  grace  ;  Verse  1. 
a  taking  away  of  sin^  and  a  giving^  in  its  stead,  of 
the  very  righteousness  of  God  to  man.     I  have  told 
you  that   this  is    God^s   work.     It  is  no  matter  of 
indifference  to  Him  whether  man  accepts  or  trifles  with 
this  great  salvation.     He  beseeches  by  us.     And  we, 
praised  be  His  holy  Name  I    are  permitted  to  work 
and  to  beseech  with  Him,     Receive  His  grace.     It  is 
not  Vfiuch  to  ask  of  you.      We  bid  you  not  to  search 
heaven  and  earth  for  a  Saviour  and  for  a  redemption. 
Receive  only,  and  both  it  and  He  are  yours.     But  0 
then^  receive  not  in  vain  ;  "  unto  emptiness  ;  '*  so  that, 
■when  you  look  into  your  hand^  there  shall  be  nothing 
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Sermon    there.     It  will  he  so,  if  you  receive  carelessly.     It  vdll 

VII. 
'- —  he  so,  if  you  hold  negligently.     It  will  he  so,  if  you 


afterwards  walk  carelessly,  as  though  regardless  of  the 

Verse  2.  treoMtre  entrusted  to  your  keeping.  Remember  the  words 
of  Ood  hy  His  Prophet  of  old,  ^^  In  an  acceptable  season 
I  heard  thee  /  in  a  day  of  salvation  I  su^ccoured  thee,^^ 
0  let  those  words  ring  in  your  ears,  reminding  you  that 
there  is  a  season,  that  there  is  a  day,  of  acceptance, 
which  if  you  miss,  it  comes  not  again.  Not  yesterday  ; 
not  to-morrow:  not  yesterday,  lest  any  say,  It  is  too 
late  ;  not  to-mxyrrow,  lest  any  say.  There  is  yet  room 
for  delay :  to-day  is  the  accepted  time ;  this  day,  that 
now  is,  is  the  day  of  salvation. 

Verse  Z.  We  work  with  Gody  and  we  heseech  for  God ;  hut 

in  so  doing  we  are  careful  that  we  ourselves  give  no 
cause  of  hindrance  to  our  own  message,  lest  we'frustrate 
the  very  grace  of  God  committed  to  our  stewardship. 

Verse  4.  Rather  do  we  in  every  thing  approve  ourselves  to  your 
judgToent  and  conscience,  as  ministers  of  God  ought  to 
do ;  that  you  may  never  douht  what  we  are,  or  say 
that  word  and  life  are  in  us  at  variance.    Nay,  surely, 

2  Cor.  xii.  ^*  the  signs  of  an  Apostle^*  are  evident  in  u^  in  each 
particular.  Is  endurance,  hardihood,  constancy  under 
suffering,  such  a  sign?  We  can  point  to  much 
patience ;  we  can  point  to  afflictions,  to  necessities,  to 

Verse  5;  distresses ;  we  can  point  to  stripes,  to  imprisonm^ents, 
to  tumults ;   we  can  point  to  daily  toils,  to  nightly 

Verse  %.      watchings,    to    great    privations.       Or    is    personal 
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character^  is  Divine  grace,  is  pure  doctrine,  such  a    Sermon 

VII. 
sign?     I  have  sought  to  approve  myself  in  these  things '- — 


also :   in  pureness,  in  knowledge,  in  longsuffering,  in 
kindness,  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  unfeigned  love,  in  the  ^  ene  7. 
ux>rd  of  truth,  in  the  potter  of  God,  by  the  armour  of 
righteousness  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the  leji.     Is  a  Ttrte  8. 
frm   maintenance  of  principle   and  practice   amidst 
calumny,  misrepresentation,   and  scorn,  any  sign   of 
right   and  of  good?      I  too  have  striven  to  stand 
approved  in  the  sight  of  God  and  man,  through  honour 
and  dishonour,  through  evil  report  and  good  report: 
called  a  deceiver,  yet  all  the  while  true;  taunted  as  Ver$e9, 
unknoum,  obscure  and  ignoble,  yet  all  the  while  known 
and  well  known  to  those  in  whom  the  truth  dwells ; 
dying  daily,  through  the  multitude  of  my  trials,  yet 
endued  daily  with  life  from  Him  in  whom  my  life  is 
hidden ;  ever  chastened,  and  sometime,  perhaps,  like 
my  Master  before  me,  esteemed  by  contemptuous  men  as 
"  stricken,  smitten  of  God,  and  afflicted^''  yet  never  Isal  Uii  4. 
quite  unto  death  ;  ever  sorrowful,  yet,  amidst  all,  ever  Vent  10. 
rejoicing  too  ;  destitute  altogether  of  the  u^ealth  of  this 
world,  yet  able  to  make  many  rich  with  thai  which  is 
far  more  precious ;   destitute,  even  to  the  extremity  of 
want,  yet  with  a  hold  firmer  than  possession,  not  upon 
something  only,   but  on  all  things.      "  Whether   the  lCor.iii.22. 
XDorld,  or  life,  or  death,  or  things  present,  or  things  to 
come,  all  are  ours ;  and  we  are  Chrises,  and  Christ 

is  God:sr 
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Sermon       From  the  whole  passage  thus  read  in  its  connection, 

VII 

'. I  select  one  single  clause  for  careful  consideration. 

It  will  be  found  readily  to  adapt  itself  to  the  subject 
of  that  special  appeal  with  which  I  am  to  close  this 
Sermon. 

Bi/  the  armour  of  righteousness  on  the  right  hand 
and  on  the  left. 

I  understand  righieoysness  here  in  what  may  be 
called  its  most  obvious  sense.  Sometimes,  we  know, 
the  word  is  used  in  a  very  comprehensive  form  for 
the  whole  of  God's  great  gift  to  sinners  in  Jesus 

Rom.iii.21.  Christ.  But  now  the  righteousness  of  Ood  without 
the  law  is  manifested,  being  loitnessed  by  the  law  and 
the  prophets ;  even  the  righteousness  of  Gody  which  is 
by  faith  of  Jesus  Christ,  unto  all  and  upon  all  them 
that  believe*     Thus  understood,  the  armour  of  right- 

Ei)h.Yii3.  eousness  might  be  made  equivalent  to  the  whole 
armour  of  God  spoken  of  in  the  Epistle  to  the 
Ephesians.  As,  however,  some  portions  of  that  whole 
armour  are  here  separately  enumerated,  in  distinction 

Verse  6.      from  the  armouT  of  righteousness ;  the  Holy  Spirit, 

Verse  7.  for  example,  and  the  word  of  truth;  we  must  rather 
look  to  that  use  of  the  word  righteousness  in  which 
it  denotes  a  blameless  discharge  of  all  the  duties  and 
relations  of  life,  a  general  uprightness  and  excellence 
of  conduct  and  deportment  in  the  various  circum- 
stances of  an  earthly  state  and  conflict.  It  is  thus 
employed  in  various  passages,  for  example,  of  the 


> 
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Epistle  to  the  Ephesians.     That  ye  put  on  the  new    Sermon 

.  VII. 

man^  which  after  Ood  is  created  in  righteousness  and '. — 


true   holiness.     For  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit  is  in  afZEph.iy.24. 
goodness  a}id  righteousness  and  truth.    Stand  therefore^     li.  * 
having  your  loins  girt  about  tcith  truth ^  and  having  on 
the  breastplate  of  righteousness. 

Thus  our  subject,  briefly  described,  will  be,  the 
protective  power  of  consistent  holiness. 

My  brethren,  it  has  been  the  fashion  with  some 
persons  to  disparage  the  value  of  what  is  called  a 
moral  life.  I  know  it  will  not  save  a  man.  In  this 
sense,  there  is  none  righteous,  no^not  one.    In  Thy  sight  P^.  xiv.  3. 

cxliii.  2. 

shall  no  man  living  be  justified..  But  some  have 
gone  much  beyond  this  in  their  depreciation  of 
morality.  They  have  spoken  as  if  it  had  in  itself 
a  necessary  tendency  towards  self-righteousness. 
They  have  spoken  of  "  a  moral  man  "  as  if  he  were 
further  from  the  kingdom  of  God  than  a  profligate  or 
profBuie  person.  And,  of  course,  if  the  definition  of 
a  moral  man  is  made  to  include  the  trusting  in  himself  Lvke  xviii. 
thai  he  is  righteous^  and  despising  others,  no  language 
can  express  too  strongly  the  estrangement  of  such  a 
character  from  an  evangelical  hope.  But  in  the  same 
d^ree  must  we  assert  its  estrangement  from  a  rightly 
defined  morality.  Vanity  is  no  part  of  morality. 
Contempt  is  no  part  of  morality.  Self-righteousness 
is  no  part  of  morality.  Just  in  proportion  as  any 
one  of  these  ingredients  is  found  in  it,  in  the  same 
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Sermon   proportion  does  the  character  itself  become  (and  it  may 

^ —  be  in  a  very  high  degree)  not  moral,  but  immoral. 

I  do  not  read  that  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  when  He 

was  upon  earth,  discountenanced  men  for  being  moral 

I  read  of  one  instance  in  which  He  is  expressly  said 

to  have  "  loved  "  a  young  man  who  had  nothing  to 

Mark  x.  20.  recommend  him   but  his   morality.     All  these,  the 

commandments  of  the  second  table,  have  I  observed 

from  my  youth  :  then  Jesus  heholding  him  loved  himy 

and  said  unto  him,  One  thing  thou  lackest.    He  might, 

humanly  speaking,   have  had  that  one  thing  also 

without  having  been  in  the  slightest  degree  less 

moral.     It  was  not  morality,   but  worldliness,  the 

natural  consequence  of  great  wealth,  which  kept  that 

young  man  from  salvation. 

Cases  indeed  may  be  pointed  out,  in  which  a  life  of 
early  profligacy  has  been  totally  reversed  by  a  hearty 
reception  of  the  Gospel,  and  in  which  the  sense  of 
wasted  time  and  abused  talents  has  given  a  tenfold 
zeal  and  earnestness  to  the  faith  of  the  renewed  and 
rescued  man.  But  let  us  not  forget,  in  thankfulness 
for  these  merciful  and  glorious  exceptions,  how  many 
thousands  have  gone  on  to  the  end  in  the  broad  way 
leading  to  destruction,  for  one  who  was  turned  by 
God's  grace  out  of  it,  in  time  to  save  his  soul  alive. 
And  let  us  not  be  so  unthankful  as  to  forget,  on  the 
other  side,  in  how  many  cases  a  human  life  has  been 
r.  iy.18.  indeed  a^  the  shining  light  that  shineth  more   and 


ttPOT. 
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more  unto  the  perfect  day ;  cases  in  which  an  early    Sermon 
training  in  Christian  habits  has  been  rewarded,  by '■ — 


Him  who  gives  to  them  that  have,  by  a  gradual 
growth  within  of  all  that  is  more  distinctively  spi- 
ritual, and  the  whole  life,  from  childhood  to  the 
grave,  has  been  of  one  constant  tenour,  each  age 
marked  by  its  own  proper  characteristics,  and  pre- 
served from  its  own  peculiar  faults  and  vices.  This, 
within  the  bosom  of  a  Christian  Church,  ought  to  be 
the  normal  condition  of  human  life :  we  may  pray  and 
strive  that  it  be  so  more  and  more,  while  we  thank 
God  with  all  our  hearts  for  giving  us,  of  His  own 
unbounded  mercy,  so  many  opportunities,  even  after 
less  favourable  beginnings,  of  escaping,  just  with  our  lCor.iii.i6. 
lives,  from  the  wrath  to  come. 

I  have  before  me  in  this  congregation  two  classes. 
There  are  those  who  have  lived  in  all  good  conscience  Acts  xxiii. 
before  God,  and  there  are  those  who  have  not  so  lived, 
from  their  youth  up.  To  the  one  class,  for  the  sake  of 
preaching  thankfulness,  and  for  the  sake  of  preaching 
watchfulness,  and  for  the  sake  of  preaching  also  a  yet  i  Cor.  xii. 
more  excellent  way  ;  to  the  other  class,  for  the  sake  of 
inculcating  repentance,  and  humiliation,  and  earnest- 
ness, and  yet  hope  also ;  would  I  address  myself  this 
day  on  the  protective  power  of  an  early  and  consistent 
uprightness.  May  the  strength  of  the  Word  and  ot 
the  Spirit  be  at  work  amongst  us,  while  we  briefly 
speak  and  devoutly  listen. 
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Sermon       I  might  dwell  upon  this  protective  power  in  two 
'- —  aspects.     I  might  speak  of  its  aspect  towards  the 


world.  What  a  safeguard  is  there  in  a  really  un- 
blemished life,  in  its  contact  with  other  men !  How 
brave  it  makes  a  man,  how  fearless,  how  undaimted 
in  word  and  action,  to  have  on  the  armour  of  right- 
Ps.  cxii.  7.  eousness !  He  shall  not  be  afraid  of  evil  tidings  :  his 
heart  is  fixed,  trusting  in  the  Lord,  He  will  not  have 
to  remind  himself,  when  duty  calls,  "  I  cannot  say 
that,  lest  I  open  myself  to  such  a  retort."  He  will  not 
have  to  consider  with  himself,  when  duty  calls,  how 
he  can  avoid  provoking  such  or  such  a  taunt,  or  rousing 
against  himself  such  or  such  a  recrimination.  He 
can  go  on  his  way,  bearing  a  manful  and  perhaps  a 
powerful  testimony  for  the  right  and  against  the  wrong : 
he  can  lie  down  and  rise  up,  he  can  walk  abroad  and 
take  his  rest,  none  making  him  afraid :  above  all,  he, 
if  he  be  also  a  Christian  in  his  heart,  can  command  for 
his  Master's  cause  that  tribute  of  silent  (or  not  always 
silent)  respect,  which  the  world  itself,  in  our  land  and 
age,  has  ever  ready  for  the  man  whose  consistency  it 
has  tested  and  not  found  wanting. 

Some  may  hear  me  to-day,  who  are  still  young 
enough  to  maintain  or  to  lose  this  first  armour. 
Young  men,  boys,  yes  children,  can  understand 
this  at  which  I  am  aiming.  I  charge  it  upon  you, 
that  you  indulge  in  yourselves  no  vague  perad- 
ventures  that,   after  going  a  little   way,   or  for   a 
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little   while,   wrong  in   moral   matters,    matters  of   Sermon 
deceitfalness  and  truth,  of  nndutifulness  or  obedience,  --IH_ 


of  debt  or  honesty,  of  vice  or  purity,  you  may 
recover  yourselves,  and  be  good  men  and  good 
Christians  in  time  to  live  or  at  least  in  time  to 
die.  Be  quite  sure  of  one  thing,  and  remember 
it,  Grod  helping  you,  all  your  life  long,  that  no 
person  who  has  ever  fallen  into  definite  sin  can 
be  quite  the  same  ever  again ;  that  his  sin  will  most 
certainly  find  him  out ;  find  him  out  in  weakness,  Num. 
or  find  him  out  in  suffering,  or  find  him  out  in 
shame;  so  that  he  will  regret  it  to  the  very  end 
of  his  days,  even  if,  by  God's  great  grace,  he  does 
not  perish  in  it  for  ever. 

But  the  season  on  which  we  have  entered  points 
rather  to  the  second  aspect  of  the  protective  power 
of  righteousness.     Towards  the  tempter. 

Here  I  must  expand  the  sense  a  little.  Do  not 
suppose  that  there  is  in  fallen  human  nature  any 
safeguard  against  the  power  of  the  great  enemy. 
It  is  only  when  the  one  Person  who  is  «<ronyer  Lukexi22. 
ihcm  he  comes  upon  him  and  overcomes  him,  that 
he  acknowledges  any  superior  in  the  form  of  man. 
And  though  there  is,  no  doubt,  some  help  to  be 
found  in  a  mere  ignorance  of  evil ;  and  some  help 
in  the  mere  fact  of  not  having  before  tasted  evil, 
whatever  the  cause  of  that  forbearance;  yet,  when 
we  are  speaking  of  the  armour  of.  righteo\isi\e&^)  ^^ 
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Sbrmon   cannot  forget  that,  in  its  true  and  real  sense,  it  is 
VII.  ,    , 
'- —  a    Christian    armour ;    it    is    furnished    only   from 


Christ's  armoury,  and  can  be  worn  only  under 
Christ's  banner.  Therefore  let  me  say  at  once,  that 
the  protective  power  of  the  armour  in  question 
against  the  tempter,  whatever  it  may  be  as  against 
the  world,  lies  almost  wholly  in  the  difference 
between  uprightness  and  righteousness,  between 
morality  and  Christianity,  between  innocence  and 
holiness.  Adam  was  innocent,  Adam  was  upright, 
Adam  was  moral,  when  temptation  first  assailed 
him  :  yet  he  fell  imder  it  on  the  instant.  It  is  only 
John  xiv.  our  Lord  who  could  say,  The  jprince  of  this  world 
Cometh,  and  hath  nothing  in  me ;  findeth  no  material 
in  me  on  which  to  fasten  as  capable  of  assimilation 
to  evil,  no  ear  ready  to  respond  to  his  whisper,  no 
train  of  human  infirmity  laid  to  receive  the  spark  of 
sinful  suggestion.  And  it  is  only  they  who  are 
Christ's,  by  hearty  faith  and  honest  self-dedication, 
who  can  be  said  even  thus  far  to  partake  of  the 
characteristic  which  He  claims  for  Himself,  that 
they  are  armed,  in  any  true  sense,  against  the 
assaults  of  the  spiritual  tempter. 

But,  when  thus  armed,  how  great  is  the  gain  not 
to  have  sinned  before!  O  what  would  they  give, 
who  have  tasted  of  evil,  to  have  not  so  tasted !  0 
what  an  advantage  does  it  give  to  the  assailant,  to 
have  before  conquered  I    How  are  his  spirits  raised, 
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and  those  of  the  defender  depressed,  by  the  remem-    Sermon 

VIL 

brance   of  former  conflicts  which  haye   so  ended ! 

Najy  in  how  many  of  the  Christian    combats  is 
memory  not  only  the  tempter  but  the  sin ! 

And  suffer  me  to  remind  you  more  carefully  of 
the  amplitude  of  the  expression,  on  the  right  hand 
and  on  the  left.  To  be  worth  anything,  the  coat  of 
mail  must  be  complete.  There  must  be  no  open 
point  in  it.  Viewed  on  the  one  side,  how  perfect 
sometimes  is  the  Christian  armour!  viewed  on  the 
other  side,  sometimes  how  defective !  Estimated  in 
reference  to  some  particulars  of  duty,  how  irre- 
proachable, how  blameless,  is  the  character! 
estimated  in  reference  to  other  particulars  of  duty, 
how  weak,  how  inconsistent,  how  reprehensible !  In 
point  of  truth,  perhaps,  how  excellent!  in  point 
of  charity,  how  deficient!  In  diligence,  perhaps, 
how  exemplary !  in  reverence,  how  faulty !  in  purity, 
how  sinful !  And  whosoever  shall  keep  the  whole  law,  James  ii. 
and  yet  offend  in  one  point,  he  is  guilty  of  all.  And 
therefore  the  armour  of  righteousness  is  not  in 
that  case  Christian  armour:  for  he  is  a  Christian 
in  whom  the  Spirit  of  Christ  is;  and,  where  the 
Spirit  of  Christ  is,  there  is  a  regard,  equal  as  well 
as  practical,  to  every  word  alike  that  proceeded  out 
of  the  mouth  of  Christ. 

Let  us  remember  then,  before  we  pass  on  to  the 
last  and  more   special   topic,  the   bearing  of   this 
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Sermon   grave  subject  on    two  classes  of  hearers    already 

'  -.  indicated. 

Some  of  you  may  be  in  danger  of  priding  your- 
selves upon  your  good  conscience.  None  can  find 
&ult,  you  think,  and  perhaps  think  truly,  with  your 
conduct  or  your  principles.  You  owe  no  man  any- 
thing, and  even  towards  God  your  conscience  scarcely 
misgives  you.  You  are  inclined  to  be  very  severe 
upon  the  less  perfect  virtue  of  your  neighbours. 
You  can  almost  respond  to  the  Divine   challenge, 

Johnviii.7.  He  that  18  Without  sin  among  you,  let  him  first  cast  a 
stone  ai  her.  My  brethren,  I  tremble  for  you.  I 
do  not  dispute  your  blamelessness  of  life;  but  I 
much  fear  lest,  instead  of  being  thankful  to  Grod 
for  it,  you  are  priding  yourselves  upon  it ;  I  much 
fear  lest  for  you  Christ  have  died  in  vain ;  I  much, 
fear  lest  your  righteousness  be  rather  that  of  the 
Pharisee,  who  has  yet  to  learn  his  first  lesson  in  the 
school  of  Christ,  than  that  of  the  humble  Christian, 
who  receives  it  day  by  day  from  his  Saviour  through 

iCor.  X.  12.  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  who,  even  when  he  thinJceth  he 
standeth,  has  learned  of  Christ  to  take  heed  lest  he 
fall. 

And  others  are  writing  bitter  things  against 
themselves  because  they  know  that  they  are  not 
righteous.     My  brethren,  there  is  One  who  can  still 

Eph.vilo.  make  you   so.      You  are  weak  in  yourselves;    he 

■^         strong  in  the  Lord  aaid  in  the  power  of  His  might. 
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Cast  yourselves  upon  His  help  ;  ask  for  His  Spirit ;    Sermon 
live  in  Him ;  let  Him  lead,  let  Him  guide,  let  Him '- — 


uphold   you;    and  you   too   shall   know  what    the 
meaning  of  those  words  is,  the  righteousness  which  is  Phil,  ill  9. 
of  God  by  faith. 

Finally,  my  brethren,  the  text  may  remind  us 
that,  as  there  are  those  in  whom  the  armour  is 
defective,  even  defective  in  principle,  and  valueless, 
so  there  are  also  persons  who  have  parted  with  it 
utterly,  so  that  all  the  world  may  see  their  help- 
lessness. Such  is  the  forlorn  state  of  those  for  whom 
I  ask  your  aid  to-day. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  protective  power,  in  some 
sense,  of  an  unblemished  morality ;  in  a  far  higher 
sense,  of  a  religious,  a  Christian,  a  thorough 
righteousness.  But  the  poor  convict,  whose  case 
is  now  before  us,  has  no  such  protection.  Fallen  in 
his  neighbour's  esteem,  fallen  in  his  own  esteem, 
what  has  he  left?  No  armour  certainly.  Nothing 
to  help  him  in  withstanding  the  next  assault  of  evil. 
Nothing  to  help  him  in  rising  towards  something 
better  than  he  has  yet  known.  Nothing  to  keep  him 
from  sinking  lower  and  lower,  till  he  falls  again 
into  crime,  again  into  the  consequences  of  crime, 
temporal,  spiritual,  and  eternal. 

He  comes  out  from  a  perhaps  long  captivity,  to 
find  neither  work  nor  home,  neither  love  nor  help. 
Seven  years,  or  ten  years,  or  fifteen  years,  have  mo^o. 
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Srrmow    great  havoc  of  his  few  friends.     Dead,  or  scattered, 

VII. 
—    .!_-.  or  impoverished,  or,  at  best,  ashamed  of  him,  what 

can  be  expected  of  them  ?    The  government,  which, 

with  a  praiseworthy  liberality,  allows  him  on   his 

liberation  the  wages  of  his  enforced  labour  daring  the 

years  of  his  servitude,  yet  cannot  stay  to  find  him 

work  again  now,  and  in  some  sense  might  almost  be 

said  by  its  very  liberality  to  tempt  to  idleness.     O, 

my  brethren,  take  the  case  into  your  consideration 

as  fellow-men,  as  fellow-citizens,  as  fellow-Christians, 

and  is  it  not  a  sad  one  ?    We  know  the  danger  of 

making  the  criminaVs  lot  too  interesting ;  of  diverting 

into  a  means  of  encouragement  to  offenders  supplies 

which    ought    rather  to    be    directed  towards    the 

support  of  honest  and  deserving  labour.      But  the 

Society  for  which  I  now  ask  your  support  is  liable  to 

no  such  imputation.     Its   chief  aim   is  to   turn   to 

useful  account,  for  the  real  good  of  the  fallen,  those 

sums  which  in  any  case  the  country,  humanely  and 

justly,  has  decided  to  bestow.     It  offers  to  husband 

resources     which     would     otherwise     be     hastily 

squandered,    and    to  turn  them  to   the  very  beat 

account  in  assisting  the  resumption  of  labour  whether 

at  home  or  abroad. 

But  into  these  details  the  preacher  cannot  enter. 

He  can  deal  only  with  principles.     He  can  but  bid 

you  to  feel  for  those  who  have  lost  the  armour,  such 

as  it  is,  even  of  a  decent  morality,  and  to  show  your 
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pity* as  you  can  to-day,  by  a  real  and  substantial  help    Sebmon 

VII 

towards  the  resumption  of  that  lost  armour.     There - 

are  turning-points  in  every  human  life,  at  which  the 
power  of  evil  is  for  a  moment  intermitted,  and  the 
poor  sin-bound  soul  has  a  chance,  as  it  were,  given 
it  of  emancipation.  To  minister,  at  such  a  moment, 
to  that  soul's  escape,  is  one  of  the  most  heavenly 
offices  to  which  a  human  being  can  be  invited.  You 
are  invited  to  that  office  to-day.  You  are  asked  to 
interpose,  as  it  were,  at  one  of  those  pauses  of 
temptation,  to  which  may  be  reverently  applied  the  • 
words  heard  already  at  the  close  of  this  day's  Gospel, 
Then  the  devil  leaveth  Him,  and,  behold,  angels  came  Matt.iv.ll. 
and  ministered  unto  Him, 
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SERMON  VIII. 


CHEIST  THE  STRENGTH  OF  THE  TEMPTED. 


GOSPEL  FOR  THE  FIRST  SUNDAY  IN  LENT. 

St.  Matthew  iv.  1 — 11. 

1  Then  Jesus  was  led  up  into  the  tvildemess  hy  the  Spirit^ 

2  to  he  tempted  hy  the  devil.     And  when  He  had  fasted  forty 

3  days  and  forty  nights,  He  afterwards  hungered.  And  the 
tempter  drew  nigh,  and  said  to  Him,  If  Thou  art  the  Son  of 

4  God,  hid  that  these  stones  hecome  loaves.  But  He  answered 
and  said.  It  is  written.  Not  on  hread  alone  shall  man  live, 
hut  in^  every  word  going  forth  through  the  mouth  of  God, 

5  Then  the  devil  taketh  Him  to  the  holy  city,  and  setteth  Him 
a  on  the  top  of  the  temple,  and  saith  to  Him,  If  Thou  art  the 

Son  of  God,  cast  Thyself  dovm :  for  it  is  unitten.  He  shall 
charge  His  angels  concerning  Thee,  and  on  their  hands 
they  shall  hear  Thee,  lest  at  amy  time  Thou  strike  Thy  foot 

7  against  a  stone,  Jesus  said  to  him,  It  is  written  again. 
Thou  shaU  not  tempt^  the  Lord  thy  God,     Again  the  devil 

8  taketh  Him  to  a  very  high  m>ountain,  and  showeth  Him  all 

9  the  kingdoms  of  the  world,  and  the  glory  of  them ;  and 
saith  to  Him,  All  these  things  wUl  I  give  Thee,  if  Thou 

10  fall  dovm  and  worship  m>e.  Then  saith  Jesus  to  him,  Get 
thee  hehind  me,  Satan :  for  it  is  urritten.  The  Lord  thy 
God  shalt  thou  worship,  and  Him  only  shalt  thou  serve, 

11  T/ten  the  devil  leaveth  Him,  and,  hehold,  angels  drew 
nigh  and  hegan  to  minister  to  Him, 

^  That  Ib,  in  the  strength  of  any  word,  a/ny  command,  which  Ood 
may  he  pleased  to  give  for  the  swpport  of  life.  See  the  context  in 
Deut.  yiil  3. 

*  Or,  make  trial  of;  ie.  try  experiments  upon  the  protecting  care  of 
God. 


SERMON  VIII. 


CHRIST  THE  STRENGTH  OF  THE  TEMPTED. 


St.  Matthkw  iv.  1. 

Then  wcu  Jents  led  up  of  the  Spirit  into  the  wilderness,  to  he  tempted 

of  the  devU. 

Hebrbwb  n.  18. 

For  in  th(U  Me  Himself  hath  suffered  being  tempted.  He  is  able  to 

siuceowr  them  thoA  wre  tempted. 


I  HAVE  selected  for  consideration  this  evening,  in    Sermon 

VIII 

pursuance  of  an  intention  announced  last  Sunday,  , — 


that  topic  which  the  two  verses  just  read  to  you 
jointly  embody;  Christy  through  temptation^  the 
strength  of  the  tempted. 

Suitable  to  the  season  of  Lent,  which  com*- 
memorates  the  forty  days  of  our  Lord^s  own 
temptation  in  the  wilderness ;  suitable  to  the  services 
of  this  Sunday  in  particular,  on  which  the  Gospel 
has  brought  before  us  the  record  of  that  atrange 
and  awful,  yet,  as  we  believe,  most  necessary,  scene 
of  His  trial ;  is  not  the  subject  also  seasonable  in  thi9 
further  sense ;  that  life  itself  is  for  each  of  \x%  oii*^ 


136  CHRIST  THE  STRENGTH 

Sermon    protracted  period   of    similar   temptation,   rising   at 

VIII. 

'. —  certain  times  into  a  more  definite  and  concentrated 

assault,  but  never  wholly  losing  that  character, 
however  varied  and  however  irregular  the  mode  of 
its  manifestation  ? 

Now,  my  brethren,  this  is  a  subject  on  which  we 
cannot  speak  too  simply,  or  listen  too  earnestly.  It 
is  indeed,  in  every  sense  that  we  can  give  to  the 
words,  a  practical  subject.  It  is  a  subject  at  once 
of  the  most  universal  and  of  the  most  individual 
application.  Gather  all  your  thoughts  together,  and 
fix  them,  with  me,  upon  the  scene  about  to  be 
disclosed ;  a  scene  of  man  and  of  human  life ;  a  scene 
of  conflict  and  of  suffering,  relieved  and  illuminated 
by  the  revelation  of  One  standing  by,  who  is  not  a 
spectator  only,  but  Himself  in  our  behalf  a  com- 
-  batant,  and,  unlike  us,  a  combatant  of  irresistible,  of 
Divine  strength. 

Now  we  must  look,  first,  at  the  human  side  by 
itself.  The  tempted;  them  that  are  being  tempted. 
What  is  temptation?  The  original  word  is  closely 
connected  with  one  denoting  to  pierce  or  perforate^ 
so  as  to  let  the  light  in  upon  something  heretofore 
closed  and  covered.  Thus  to  tempt  is  to  explore, 
to  try,  to  examine  and  expose  the  nature  and 
material  of  a  character  or  a  person.  It  is  very 
instructive  to  understand  this.  It  is  the  key  at  once 
to    some   apparent  contrarieties    in   Scripture.      It 
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explains  in  a  moment  how,  for  example,  it  should    Sermon 

VIII. 

be  said  in  one  place,  as  you  have  heard  to-night,  that 


Ood  did  tempt  Abraham,  and  in  another  place,  Let  Gen.xxii.!. 
no  man  say  when  he  is  tempted,  I  am  tempted  of  Ood.   James  i.l3. 

To  tempt  is  to  try  the  character  of  a  person. 
That  is  the  meaning  of  the  word,  and  all  else  must 
be  learned  from  the  context  and  connection  of  each 
particular  passage  in  which  the  word  occurs.  Its 
particular  sense  in  each  place  will  be  ascertained  by 
asking  either  of  the  two  questions.  Who  tempts? 
or,  with  what  purpose?  In  either  case,  the  nature 
of  the  act  is  a  process  of  probing,  testing,  examining, 
exploring:  but  the  whole  aspect  of  the  transaction 
will  be  altered  by  considering  whether  -it  is  God  who 
tempts^  in  which  case  the  object  will  certainly  be, 
man^s  good;  or  the  evil  spirit,  in  which  case  the 
object  will  as  certainly  be,  man's  evil. 

Ood  did  tempt  Abraham,  He  put  his  character 
to  the  test.  He  proposed  to  him  a  very  diflScult  act. 
He  placed  him  in  circumstances  in  which  any  but  a 
perfectly  obedient  man  would  assuredly  have  dis- 
obeyed. It  would  not  have  been  diflScult  to  find 
many  excuses — ^we  might  almost  say,  many  good 
reasons — for  disobeying.  He  that  had  received  <Ae  Heb.  xi.  17. 
promises  was  bidden  to  sacrifice  the  very  son  in 
whom  all  those  promises  centred.  It  was  not  a  mere 
question  of  doing  or  refusing  to  do  a  very  painful 
thing;    of   crucifying,  or  refusing    to    crucify,   the 
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Se&mon    8tron2:est  of  natural  affections  at  the  call  of  Grod. 

VIIL 

There  was  more  than  this  in  it.     Abraham  was 

commanded  to  do  something  which  it  seemed 
improbable  that  Gk>d  could  intend ;  which  contradicted 
not  onlj  humane  feeling,  but  religious  feeling  also. 
He  was  commanded  not  only  to  take  away  an 
innocent  life,  but  also  to  take  away  a  life  given  by 
promise,  and  given  to  be  the  very  repository  of 
the  promises  of  God  to  man. 

I  take  this  as  an  illustration,  in  the  very  strongest 
possible  form,  of  what  temptation,  or  trial,  may  be 
in  the  hands  of  God. 

My  brethren,  we  all  believe  that  God  guides 
human  life.  •  We  believe  that  His  Providence 
ordereth  all  things  both  in  heaven  and  earth.  Now 
therefore  I  bid  you  notice  how  He  is  still  carrying 
on,  in  the  case  of  each  one  of  us,  a  process  of  tempta- 
tion, though  it  be  a  far  less  severe  process  than  that 
which  He  applied  to  the  father  of  the  faithful  Yes, 
we  are  all  being  tempted  of  God  every  day.  That 
is,  not  a  day  passes  in  which  God  Himself  is  not 
making  trial  of  us,  what  manner  of  spirit  we  are  of. 
He  needs  not  to  ascertain  this,  but  we  need  it.  He 
sees  in  the  spring  of  motive,  at  the  fountain-head  of 
will,  that  which  we  can  only  see  in  the  course  of 
movement,  in  the  stream  of  conduct  And  it  is  quite 
necessary  that  we  should  be  shown  this ;  that  we 
should  be  taught,  each  one  for  himself,  what  he  is ; 
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how  far  he  is  really  serving  Christ  and  pleasing  God,    Sermon 

and  how  far,  amidst  whatever  professions,  he  is  really ' 

serving  himself  and  pleasing  men. 

Now  this  is  the  key  to  a  great  part  of  the  mystery  of 
life.     God,  for  our  own  good,  with  a  view  to  our 
conversion,  or  our  correction,  or,  at  any  rate,  our 
salvation,  is  so  ordering  the  events  which  befall  us  as 
that  they  may  be  the  means  of  unveiling  to  us  our 
own  hearts.     Sometimes  He  does  this  by  adversity. 
Sorrow  comes,  or  pain,  or  separation,  or  loss :  how 
do  we  bear  that  ?  are  we  patient  ?  are  we  submissive  ? 
can  we  say,  It  is  the  Lord :  let  Him  do  what  seemeth  1  Sam.  iu. 
Him  ffoodf     Sometimes  He  seeks  the  same  end  by 
prosperity.     Success  comes,  honour,  wealth,  happi- 
ness :  how  do  we  bear  that  ?  it  is  quite  as  difficult  to 
bear  as  the  other :  are  we  thankful  ?  are  we  humble  ? 
are  we  of  a  quiet  spirit  then?   do  we  still  feel  for 
others  ?  do  we  then,  yes  then  more  than  ever,  wait 
still    upon     God?     These    things,    adversity    and 
proaperity,  are  alike,  though  perhaps  not  equally — 
perhaps  the  latter  more  of  the  two — great  revealers 
of  character.      He  that  is  in  earnest  will  see  the 
trying  process  in  each  kind  of  circumstance,  and  wiU 
bless  God  if  even  by  very  painful  disclosures  He 
shows  him  to  himself  as  he  is. 

But  I  need  not  say  that  there  is  another  ap- 
plication, perhaps  a  commoner,  certainly  a  yet 
xnore  grave    one,   of   the    word  temptation.      God 
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Sermon    tempts,  or  tries,  US  for  our  good.     Even  the  bitter 

VIII.  ,  ,  . 
'- —  truths    which    we    learn    from    His    tempting    are 


salutary.  But  there  is  another  power,  yes,  let  me 
say,  another  person,  at  work  upon  us  besides  Him. 
James  113.  Ood  cannot  be  tempted  ofevily  neither  tempteth  He  any 
man:  but  every  man  is  tempted,  when  he  is  dravm 
away  of  his  own  lust,  and  enticed:  then,  when  lust 
hath  conceived,  it  bringeth  forth  sin;  and  sin,  when  it 
is  finished,  bringeth  forth  death.  This  is  the  brief 
description  of  that  other  process  of  temptation,  which 
is  not  from  God,  but  from  God's  enemy,  and  which 
is  not  designed  for  wholesome  discipline,  but  for 
injury,  sin,  and  death. 

Probably  I  address  none  to-night  who  have  not, 
at  some  time  or  other,  been  consciously  subject  to 
this  kind  of  temptation,  I  think  I  may  venture  to 
say  that  I  address  no  one  to-night  who  has  not  really 
been  subject  to  this  kind  of  temptation,  and  that 
many  times  over.  Sometimes  it  comes  in  a  very 
direct  form.  Some  companion,  some  so-called 
friend,  asks  you  to  come  with  him  somewhere  where 
you  know  you  ought  not  to  go,  to  do  with-  him  some- 
thing which  you  know  you  ought  not  to  do.  That 
person  is  for  you  at  that  moment  the  mouthpiece 
of  the  tempter.  The  tempter  is  exploring  you,  to 
see  what  you  are  made  of,  what  your  principles  are 
worth,  what  your  courage  is  worth,  what  your  faith 
is  worth.     And  this,  not  for  your  good,  that  you 


OF  THE  TEMPTED.  141 

may  see  your  own  weakness,  and  flee  for  refuge  to    Sermon 
a  better  strength,  but  in  the  hope  that  you  will  yield — 


to  the  solicitation,  that  you  will  say,  "I  must  do 
this  one  sin  if  I  die  for  it"  Or,  again,  the  process 
may  be  wholly  internal,  wholly  mental.  Your  own 
sinful  desire  has  started  into  energy,  and  would 
hurry  you  before  it.  Some  sudden  impulse,  some 
unexpected  thought,  has  seized  you :  a  single  spark, 
thrown  you  know  not  whence  nor  by  whom,  has 
fired  a  whole  train  of  ungodly  imagination,  and  it 
is  as  if  a  voice  in  your  ear  told  you  that  this  or  that 
sinful  act  was  essential  to  your  happiness,  and  bade 
you  risk  your  all  upon  the  venture.  This,  again, 
is  temptation.  This  is  the  case  described  by  St. 
James ;  a  man  drawn  away  of  fits  own  lusty  and 
enticed.  And  sometimes  the  suggestion  is  so  sudden, 
the  impulse  so  unaccountable,  yet  the  order  to  obey 
it  so  imperious,  that  we  feel  in  our  own  experience  a 
wonderful  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  the  Scripture 
revelation,  which  tells  of  a  Uving  personal  spirit 
having   access    to    our    souls    for   evil ;     of    Satan  Luke  xxii. 

81 

desiring  to  have  men,  at  certain  times  more  especially, 
that  he  may  sift  them  as  wheat/  may  exercise  upon 
them  a  process  of  separating  and  of  discriminating, 
as  if  to  see  which  of  them,  or  how  much  in  any  of 
them,  might  prove  to  be  good,  and  to  turn  to  his 
account  the  far  more  probable  discovery  of  infirmity, 
of  corruption,  of  guile. 
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Sermon        We  mnst  disdngoisli  between  ordinary  and  occa« 
sional  processes  of  temptation.     Your  adversary  the 


devil^  St  Peter  says,  as  a  roaring  lion,  vmlketh  <iboui^ 
seeking  whom  he  may  devour.  There  is  a  constant 
pnrsoit  of  us  going  on,  day  by  day;  an  evil  eye, 
as  it  were,  ever  upon  us ;  a  constant  desire  of  our 
fall  and  of  our  ruin,  and  a  constant  succession  of 
snares  laid  to  draw  us  into  it.  But  the  real  hope  is, 
that  we  may  be  caught,  at  some  particular  moment, 
oflf  our  guard,  and  then  the  ordinary  effort  rises  into 
the  extraordinary,  and  that  aggravated  attack  is 
made  upon  us  by  the  ever  watchful  £3e,  against 
which  we  pray  daily  in  the  words  of  our  all-wise 
Counsellor,  Lead  us  not  iido  temptation  ;  suffer  us  not 
to  £all  into  that  aggravation  of  spiritual  danger, 
which  involves  either  a  shameful  fall  or  at  least  an 
agonizing  struggle. 

In  this  connection  I  beg  you  to  notice  the  words, 
m  that  He  Himself  hcAh  suffered  being  tempted. 
Yes,  it  is  a  true  saying;  there  is  suffering  in 
temptation.  That  sort  of  conflict  of  which  I  have 
spoken  cannot  be  endured,  end  in  which  way  it  may, 
without  leaving  a  dreadfal  trace  behind  it  A  man 
may  almost  be  said  to  carry  the  scar  of  every  sndi 
conflict  to  his  grave.  Every  man,  until  he  has  quite 
lRph.iY.  19.  given  himself  over,  as  it  is  written,  to  work  (M 
uncleanness  toith  greediness,  must  find  in  temptation 
suffering. 
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Such,  then,  is  human  life.     A  time  of  trial,  in  all    Sermon 

VIII. 

its   aspects ;     in   its  joys   and    in  its    sorrows,   its '■ — 


prosperities  and  its  adversities,  its  days  of  gloom  and 
its  days  of  brightness.  A  time,  too,  in  one  aspect, 
not  of  trial  only  but  of  temptation ;  of  efforts  directed 
against  our  present  and  eventual  good,  sometimes 
from  without,  in  the  shape  of  human  solicitation ; 
sometimes  from  within,  in  the  shape  of  sinfrd 
suggestion,  using  the  natural  desires  as  its  engines  of 
attack,  but  adapting  itself,  by  design  and  purpose,  to 
the  special  openings  afforded  by  situation^  occasion, 
and  circumstance. 

But  we  turn  now,  gladly  and  thankfully,  to  the 
other  side  of  this  dark  picture.  We  are  not  left 
alone.  There  is  another  Person  too  in  sight. 
There  is  One  of  whom  the  latter  text  reminds  us, 
who,  being  from  eternity  one  with  the  Father,  yet 
few  us  men,  and  for  our  salvation,  became  Himself 
man,  and  this  in  order  that  through  death  He  might  Heb.  ii.  14. 
deBtray  htm  that  had  the  power  of  deaths  that  is,  the 
devil ;  might  deliver  those  who  through  fear  of  death  ibid.  16. 
were  all  their  lifetime  subject  to  bondage;  might 
become  a  merciful  and  faithful  High  Priest  between  ibid.  17. 
Ood  and  man,  to  make  reconciliation  fer  sin;  and 
finally,  having  Himself  suffered  under  temptation, 
might  be  able,  in  all  time  to  come,  from  His  place 
lit  the  right  hand  of  Grod,  to  aid  and  to  succour  them 
that  are  tempted.    We  have  to  think,  not  o{  tem^\Ar 
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Sermon   tion  Only,  but  of  Christ  made  through  temptation 

VIII.  ox 

'- —  the  strength  of  the  tempted. 


I  fear  that  many  of  us,  if  we  speak  the  truth,  must 
confess  that  we  know  less  of  this  side  of  the  case 
than  of  the  other.  But  may  God  grant  that  some 
even  of  these  may  be  instructed  to-night  in  His 
great  salvation,  and  may  learn,  if  never  before,  what 
Christ  is  ready  to  be  to  them,  and  how  near  at  hand 
Acts  xvil  He  is  if  they  will  but  feel  after  Him  till  they  find 
Him, 

How  is  Christ  the  strength  of  the  tempted  ?  Tell 
over  in  your  minds  the  various  items,  so  to  speak,  of 
His  gracious  help. 

1.  Think  of  His  counsel.  What  wise  directions 
He  gives  us  in  His  Word  as  to  the  way  in  which  we 
should  walk.  In  particular,  what  strong  motives 
does  He  supply  to  us  for  avoiding  or  else  overcoming 
temptation.  How  He  shows  us  the  sinfulness  of  sin 
by  Himself  bearing  it  with  such  sorrow  and  at 
last  dying  for  it.  How  He  offers  to  us  the  greatest 
happiness,  the  greatest  rest  and  comfort  of  soul,  even 
now,  on  the  simple  condition  of  coming  to  Him; 
coming  to  Him  to  be  forgiven,  and  coming  to  Him 
to  be  kept  safe.  How  He  seeks,  as  it  were,  to  pre- 
occupy us  with  Himself,  to  cover  us  with  the 
shadow  of  His  wing,  so  that,  when  the  tempter 
comes  for  us,  He  may  not  find  us,  but  only  Him 
^  of  whom  He    is   afraid,  by  whom    He  has  been 
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conquered^  from  whose  face  He  always  flees  away.    Sermon 
What  inducements  are  these  to  a  poor  tempted  soul 


to  take  refuge  in  Him;   \xy  flee  for  refuge,  as  it  is  Heb.vi.i8. 
said,  to  the  hope  set  before  us  I    Which  if  we  do,  and 
if  we  will  keep  within  the  refuge,  we  shall  have  a 
«nre  aafeguard. 

2.  But  counsel  alone,  advice  alone,  even  induce- 
ments alone,  may  fail  of  their  object.  Therefore 
Christ  is  the  strength  of  the  tempted  in  this  way 
also :  that  He  has  given  us  His  own  example.  The 
Gospel  for  this  day  tells  us  how  He  was  Himself 
tempted,  in  all  points  and  in  each  pointy  like  us; 
in  body,  through  appetite;  in  mind,  through  ambi- 
tion; in  soul,  through  presumption;  and  how  in 
«veTy  particular  He  met  the  temptation  with  its 
appropriate  thought, and  word  of  discomfiture;  how 
He  used  that  sword  of  the  Spirit  which  is  the  word  of  Eph  vi.  17. 
Chdy  turning  its  edge,  with  the  most  exact  discern- 
ment, against  the  particular  form  of  attack ;  and  thus 
was  not  only  made  accessible  to  temptation  by  being 
in  every  respect  very  man,  but  also  foiled  each 
temptation  by  means  equally  available,  were  there 
but  the  will  to  use  them,  for  every  human  being. 
My  brethren,  we  all  feel  the  force  of  example.  For 
evil,  it  is  all  but  omnipotent.  Where  is  he  who  does 
not  readily  follow  the  evil  example  of  those  around 
him  ?  But  has  it  not  some  power  with  us  too  for 
good?    If  a  man  can  say,  not  only,  I  advise  you  to 
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Sbbmon    do  this,  but  also,  I  have  done  this  myself:  I  have 

VIII. 

'- —  found  this  or  that  serviceable  to  me,  and,  if  you  try 


the  same  means,  you  will  reach  the  same  end;  we 
all  feel  that  there  is  a  force  in  the  words  beyond  that 
of  mere  advice,  a  force  which  makes  itself  felt,  as 
well  as  a  force  which  convinces  and  constrains. 

3.  Again,  Christ  is  the  strength  of  the  tempted 
through  His  Providence  for  them  that  trust  in  Him. 

Matt  All  power  is  given  unto  me.  He  says,  in  heaven  and 
in  earth ;  in  the  spiritual  as  well  as  the  temporal 
affairs  of  His  creatures,  in  the  arranging  of  their 
circumstances  as  well  as  the  influencing  of  their 
minds.      In   the    exercise   of   this   power,    we    are 

1  Cor.x.13.  expressly  told,  that  He  will  not  suffer  us  to  be  tempted 
above  that  we  are  able;  that  is,  above  the  strength 
which  He  imparts  to  meet  the,  temptation ;  but  will 
also  with  the  temptation  m/xke  a  way  Jhr  us  to  escape, 
that  we  may  be  able  to  bear  it,  O,  my  brethren, 
what  should  we  be  without  this  assurance?  Who 
could  manage  the  affairs  of  his  own  life  but  for  one 
day?  What  mistakes,  what  follies,  what  dangers, 
what  confusion,  what  discomfort,  what  desolation  of 
heart,  would  be  the  result !  But  Christ  holds  all  the 
threads  which  make  up  the  web  of  life  in  His  own 
hand;  and  He  takes  care  so  to  weave  them,  for  those 
who  will  trust  Him  so  to  do,  as  that  all  shall  be 
well:    no  one  shall  be  overpowered,   no  one   shall 
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temptations,  unless   he  goes   in   quest   of  them  for    Skrmon 

VIII 

himself,  and  breaks  loose  from  Him  who  has  him  in  >       .-'. . 
His  charge. 

4.  And  Christ  is  the  strength  of  the  tempted,  once 
more,  in  this  sense :  that  He  ministers  to  them  His 
Spirit  I  have  asked,  what  we  should  be  without  His 
Providence :  well  may  I  add,  what  would  any  of  us 
be  without  the  Holy  Spirit  ?  O,  my  brethren,  I  have 
spoken  of  sudden  suggestions  of  evil  coming  into  our 
minds  we  know  not  whence,  and  which  we  ascribe, 
under  the  warrant  of  Scripture,  to  the  immediate 
agency  of  a  spiritual  tempter :  and  now  may  I  not 
speak,  and  will  not  you  all  understand  mo  when  I 
speak,  of  suggestions  and  impulses  of  good  coming 
into  our  hearts  we  know  not  whence?  tlioughts  of 
the  wonderful  forbearance  of  God  towards  us,  of  the 
marvellous  love  of  Christ,  and  of  the  long  patience  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  in  striving  with  our  evil  and  in  en- 
deavouring to  call  us  to  a  better  mind ;  and,  along 
with  these,  such  a  sense  of  our  own  sinfulness  and 
ingratitude  and  unprofitableness  as  seems  to  constrain 
us  henceforth  to  live  not  unto  ourselves,  but  unto  Him 
who  so  loved  and  has  so  borne  with  us  ?  Do  not 
these  things  illustrate  to  us  the  reality  of  a  Holy 
Spirit  ?  Do  not  these  things  encourage  us  to  believe 
that  He  is  very  near  us,  that  He  is  within  call,  that 
He  is  desirous  of  our  good?  and  do  they  not  teach  us 
to  commit  our  ways  to  His  special  guidance  day  by 

l2 
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Sebxoh    day,   that    He    maj    supply  us  with  the  needAil 

Strength  in  every  foreseen  and  in  every  unexpected 

access  of  temptation  ? 

5.  But,  my  brethren,  we  all  feel  that  the  considera- 
tion of  this  subject  would  be  most  imperfect,  if  I  did 
not  press  upon  you  one  remaining  sense  in  which 
Christ  is  the  strength  of  the  tempted ;  that,  namely, 
which  the  latter  text  speaks  of  when  it  says.  In  that 
He  Himsdfhath  suffered  being  tempted,  He  is  able  to 
succour  them  thai  are  tempted.  Yes,  the  sympathy  of 
Christ ;  that  sort  of  sympathy  which  alone  is  worthy 
of  the  name,  the  sympathy  of  experience,  the  fellow- 
feeling,  the  community  of  feeling,  which  results  from 
having  borne  the  same ;  that  sympathy  which  was 
made  possible  for  Him  only  by  His  becoming  man, 
man  in  every  part  of  man's  nature,  man  in  bodily 
wants  and  appetites,  man  in  the  capacity  of  being 
solicited  to  evil,  man  in  the  necessity  of  choosing 
between  right  and  wrong,  between  self-gratification 
and  obedience ;  it  is  this  sympathy,  acquired,  in  great 
part,  in  His  longest  and  sorest  temptation  commemo- 
rated at  this  season,  but  for  the  exercise  of  which  the 
whole  of  His  earthly  life  was  one  continued  prepara- 
tion; this  it  is  which,  more  than  any  one  thing, 
makes  Christ  Himself,  Christ  personally,  the  help 
and  the  strength  of  tempted  man.  It  is  the  know- 
ledge that  in  the  heavenly  places  themselves  there  is 
One  who  cares  whether  we  yield  or  conquer;  One 
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who    has    taken    the  accurate  measure  of  all  our   Sermon 

VIII. 

difficulties  and  all  our  infirmities,  not  as  a  benevolent '. — 


spectator,  but  as  one  who  Himself  has  taken  part  in 
all,  as  one,  in  shorty  who  has  Himself  suffered  being 
tempted;  it  is  the  remembrance  of  Him,  and  of  His 
personal  interest  in  our  victory  over  each  particular 
temptation,  which  often  leads  him  who  would  else 
have  despaired  to  rise  jet  once  more  and  renew  the 
conflict ;  this  which,  more  than  anything  else,  touches 
that  softer  chord  within,  which  is  also  the  most  power- 
ful, the  chord  of  grateful  love  responsive  to  that  love 
which  loved  first  I  know,  my  brethren,  that  no 
mere  sentiment  will  ever  be  found  strong  enough  to 
resist  actual  temptation.  A  man  may  discourse 
beautifully,  and  at  times  feel  tenderly,  as  to  the  self- 
sacrificing  and  ever-sympathizing  love  of  Christ,  and 
yet  fall  as  soon  as  the  tempter  comes  to  him,  and  yet 
even  live  in  sin,  and  yet  even  have  his  portion  with  the 
unbelievers.  I  know  that  nothing  but  the  presence 
of  the  living  and  life-giving  Spirit  of  God  within  can 
oommunicate  that  practical  strength  of  soul  and  of 
life,  which  is  needed  to  withstand  in  the  evil  day^  an<2£plivi.l3. 
having  done  all,  to  stand.  But  I  am  speaking,  as  my 
subject  leads  me  to  do,  of  Christ  personally  as  the 
strength  of  the  tempted.  And  I  say  that  in  the 
influences  exerted  by  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  the  will 
of  man^  amongst  the  motives  by  which  He,  Spirit 
acting  upon  spirit,  afiects  the  mind  and  reguUl^^  \\i^ 
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Sermoit    conduct  and  moulds  the  life,  there  is  none  so  power- 

VIII 

'- —  fill  as  the  thought  of  the  minute  and  tender  sympathy 


of  Christ  Himself  with  tempted  men,  a  sympathy 
learned  by  suffering,  a  sympathy  acquired  by  having 
been  first  tempted. 

I  hope  that  the  subject  on  which  we  have  dwelt 
to-night  may  be  your  meditation,  your  comfort,  your 
help,  through  the  coming  week.  I  wish  to  say  two 
words  before  I  close  my  Sermon. 

i.  The  first  is.  Do  not  confuse  the  two  things,  temp- 
tation  and  sin.  It  is  no  sin  to  be  tempted.  Christ 
Himself  was  led  up  by  the  Holy  Spirit  Himself  into 
the  wilderness  to  be  tempted  of  the  devil  And  yet 
2  Cor. V.  21.  He  knew  no  sin.  In  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are^ 
Keh.  lY.  15.  yet  without  sin.  Sin  begins,  not  where  temptation 
begins,  but  where  temptation  too  often  ends;  with 
the  yielding  to  it.  In  parleying  with  temptation 
there  is  sin :  we  have  no  strength  to  spare  ;  we  can- 
not  afford  to  trifle  with  temptation,  it  is  a  very 
serious  thing,  and  it  is  stronger  far  than  we :  still 
more,  in  going,  as  it  were,  to  seek  for  temptation,  in 
going  by  choice  where  we  know  it  will  assail  us,  in 
this  there  is  sin ;  all  the  sin,  and  more  than  all  the 
sin,  of  yielding  to  temptation :  but  I  say  again,  in 
being  tempted,  if  it  stop  there,  if  we  overcome  in 
Christ's  strength,  there  is  no  sin:  Christ  Himself  was 
tempted.  Some  have  been  grievously  injured  by 
confusing  the  two  different  things,  temptation  and 

r 
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sin.     From  the  very  fact  of  a  temptation  they  have    Sermon 
inferred  that  they  were  out  of  God's  favour:  hope — 


has  failed  them  at  the  outset,  and  they  fell  for  lack 
of  hoping. 

ii.  The  last  word  is  this.  If  you  would  have  Christ 
for  your  strength  when  you  are  tempted,  you  must 
not  wait  to  seek  Him  till  temptation  comes.  You 
must  live  in  Him  always.  When  temptation  comes 
upon  one  who  is  walking  carelessly,  he  has  no  heart, 
no  will,  no  desire,  to  have  Christ  for  his  strength  in 
resisting  it.  It  is  too  late  then.  The  citadel  is  un- 
defended: of  course  it  will  not  hold  out.  O  let 
Christ  be  in  the  fortress  already  when  Satan  comes. 
Then  you  will  be  safe.  Then  the  desire  for  Him  will 
be  there  too.  Then,  before  you  call.  He  will  answer. 
If  He  waited  for  the  call,  you  would  fall  first.  J[/y  Eph-vLlo. 
brethren,  be  strong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  j^^cer  of 
His  might.  Put  on  beforehand  the  whole  armour  of 
Oodj  that  ye  may  he  able  to  stand  against  the  wiles  of 
the  devil     Your  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God,  CoL  iii.  3. 


SERMON  IX. 


ST.    PAUL  TO   PHILEMON. 


► 


EPISTLE  TO  PHILEMON. 

1  Pa  UL,  a  prisoner  of  Christ  Jesus,  and  Timotheus  our 

2  brother,  to  Philemon  our  beloved  fellow-labourer,  and  to  our 
beloved  Appia,  and  to  Archippus  our  fellouhsoldier,  and  to 

3  th^  congregation  at  thy  hxmse :    Chrace  to  you  and  peace 

4  from  God  our  Father  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  I  thank 
my  God  altoays  in  making  mention  of  thee  in  my  prayers, 

5  hearing  as  I  do  of  thy  love  and  faith  which  thou  hast  towards 

6  the  Lord  Jesus  and  to  all  the  saints,  that  the  communion  of 
thy  faith  may  become  active  in  the  further  knowledge  of 

7  every  good  thing  that  is  in  vs  unto  Christ  Jesus,  For  we 
have  much  blessing  and  comfort  with  regard  to  thy  lovCy 
because  the  hearts  of  the  saints  have  been  refreshed  through 

8  thee,  my  brother.      Wherefore,  though  I  have  much  freedom 

9  in  Christ  to  enjoin  upon  thee  that  which  is  becoming,  I  rather 
beseech  thee  for  lov^s  sake,  being  such  as  Paul  ^  an  old  man 

10  and  now  also  a  prisoner  of  Christ  Jesus :  I  beseech  thee, 
I  say,  concerning   my  child,  whom  I  begat  in  my  bonds, 

11  Otiesimus,  who  was  once  profitless  to  thee,  but  now  to  thee 

12  and  to  me  of  good  profit ;  whom  I  send  back :  and  do  thou 

13  (receive^)  him,  thai  is,  my  own  heart ^  :  whom  I  could  have 

*  In  my  personaZ  character,  wnd  vfith  reference  to  my  present  cige 
and  circwnstcmees,  rather  than  in  virtue  of  my  apostolical,  authority. 

*  The  construction  is  broken  by  intervening  clauses,  and  the 
yerb  must  here  be  anticipated  from  y.  17. 

'  Dear  tome  as  my  own  self. 
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wished  to  retain  vnth  myself,  that  in  thy  behalf  he  might 
minister  to  me  in  the  bonds  of  the  Gospel ;  but  apart  from   14 
thy  judgment  I  was  unudlling  to  do  anything,  that  thy  good 
might  be  not  as  if  by  constraint  but  of  free  will.     For  per-   15 
haps  for  this  cause  he  vjas  separated  for  a  season,  that  thou 
mightest  possess  him  for  ever,  no  longer  as  a  slave,  but  beyond  16 
a  slave,  a  brother  beloved,  most  greatly  by  7ne,  but  how  much 
more  by  thee  both  in  the  flesh  and  in  the  Lord,     If  then  17 
thou  hast  in  m>e  a  fellow,  receive  him  cw  myself.     And  if  he  18 
wronged  thee  at  all,  or  oweth  thee  anything,  charge  this  to 
me.     I  PavZ  write  it  with  my  hand,  I  will  repay  it ;  not  19 
to  Bay  to  thee  that  thou  owest  to  me  even  thyself  besides* 
Yes,  my  brother,  may  I  have  profU  of  thee  in  the  Lord :  20 
refresh  my  heart  in  Christ.     Confiding  in  thy  obedience  I  21 
write  to  thee,  knomng  that  even  beyond  what  I  say  thou  wilt 
do.   .And  at  the  same  time  prepare  me  also  hospitality:  for  22 
/  hope  that  through  your  prayers  I  shall  be  granted  to  you. 
Epaphras  salvteth  thee,  my  fetlow-prisoner  in  Christ  Jesus  ;  23 
Marcus,  Aristarchus,  Demos,  Lucas,  my  fellow-loilxmrers.   24 
The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  your  spirit.  25 


SERMON   IX.* 

ST.  PAUL  TO  PHILEMON. 

Phtlemon  15. 

For  perhaps  he  therefore  departed  for  a  season,  that  thou  shoMesl 

receive  him  for  ever. 

Sermon        I  HAVE  sometimes  thought  that  it  mig-ht  be  in- 

IX.  .  .     .  . 

'- —  teresting  to   a   Christian  congregation,  and  that  it 

might  turn  to  the  glory  of  God  in  unfolding  some  of 
the  less  obvious  treasures  of  His  Word,  to  direct 
their  attention  occasionally  to  one  of  the  very 
briefest  of  the  Epistles  of  the  New  Testament;  to 
one  of  those  Epistles,  whether  of  St.  Paul,  St  John, 
or  St.  Jude,  which  are  comprised  each  in  a  single 
chapter,  and  which  yet,  within  those  narrow  limits, 
bear  a  glorious  testimony  to  the  Gospel  in  its  doctrine 
and  in  its  practice,  in  its  effects  alike  upon  the  mind, 
the  heart,  and  the  soul,  of  them  that  believe. 

In  this  hope,  and  with  humble  prayer  for  God's 
blessing,  I  would  ask  you  to  turn  this  morning  to 
the    Epistle    of    St.   Paul  to   Philemon.     A  brief 

1  Sermons  IX.  and  XI.  were  a  departure  from  the  course  pro- 
posed in  Sermon  I.  But  I  have  not  thought  this  a  sufficient  reason 
for  omitting  them  here. 
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remark   npon    the    occasion   of   the   letter  will   be    Sermon 

IX. 

followed  by  a  paraphrase   of  the  letter  itself,  and '■ — 


that,  in  its  due  order,  by  a  few  remarks  of  a  prac- 
tical kind  upon  the  letter  as  a  whole. 

The  writer  of  the  letter  before  us,  as  of  all  those 
on  which  we  have  before  commented,  is  the  great 
Apostle  St.  Paul.  The  period  of  his  life  with  which 
we  are  now  concerned  is  one  later  than  the  last  re- 
cord of  it  contained  in  the  Acts.  That  Book  leaves  him 
a  prisoner  at  Rome:  dwelling,  for  two  whole  years, Acts xxviii. 
in  a  hired  lodging,  under  the  charge  of  a  soldier 
that  kept  him;  not  debarred  from  the  sight  of 
persons  desiring  his  counsel  or  teaching,  but  in  a 
condition  justifying  the  constant  description  of  himself 
as  a  prisoner,  and  to  terminate  only  in  a  trial,  of  which 
the  issue  was,  humanly  speaking,  most  precarious. 

To  this  period  of  his  life  belong  the  Epistles  to 
•the  Ephesians,  to  the  Philippians,  and  to  the  Colos- 
sians.  Between  the  first  and  the  last  mentioned  of 
these  three  Epistles  there  exists,  as  every  reader 
must  remark,  a  very  strong  resemblance.  The 
topics  are  to  a  great  extent  the  same,  and  even  the 
phraseology.  The  chief  difference,  beyond  that  of 
greater  or  less  amplification  of  doctrine,  lies  in  this ; 
that  the  Epistle  to  the  Ephesians  appears  to  have 
been  designed  as  a  circular  letter  to  several  of  the 
ccmgregations  of  Asia  Minor,  and  is  almost  wholly 
destitute  (in  consequence,  we  may  suppose,  of  tlaaX 
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Sermon    intention)  of  personal  allusions ;  while  the  Epistle  to 
the  Colossians  has  a  very  distinct  reference  to  the 


circumstances  of  that  particular  Church,  and  contains 
many  messages. to  and  from  individual  persons  there 
or  with  the  writer. 

Along  with  the  Epistle  to  the  Church  of  Colosste 
there  was  despatched  one  of  a  more  private  character 
to  a  resident  in  that  town.  Philemon,  known  only  in 
this  one  connection,  and  whose  place  of  abode  would 
have  been  left  in  uncertainty  but  for  a  single  point  of 
contact  between  this  Epistle  and  that  to  the  Colos- 
sians, was  a  person  of  sufficient  position  amongst 
the  Christians  of  his  city  to  have  his  house  selected 

Yeru  2.  as  their  place  of  meetings  for  worship.  Tlie  church 
in  thy  house.  It  appears  that  a  slave  of  his  house- 
hold, Onesimus  by  name,  had  secretly  left  his  service, 
and  made  his  escape  eventually  to  Rome.  There,  by 
one  of  those  chances,  as  men  speak,  which  God  who 
ordereth  all  things  both  in  heaven  and  earth  is  ever 
turning  to  an  important  account  in  human  life,  he  was 
brought  to  hear  and  to  listen  to  St.  Paul's  teaching. 

Verte  10.  He  became  a  convert  to  Christ.  My  son  Onesimus^ 
whom  I  have  begotten  in  my  bonds.  The  effect  of  this 
conversion  was,  as  it  ever  has  been  and  ever  will  be, 
a  change  of  life  ;  and,  as  a  prelude  to  this,  the  frank 
confession,  to  his  new  teacher,  of  the  circumstances  of 
the  past,  and  an  unqualified  submission  to  the  will 
of  God  as  to  his  conduct  in  the  future. 
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There  was  that  in  the  character  of  Onesimus  which    Sermon 

IX. 

appears  to  have  strongly  attracted  the  regard  of  the '- — 

imprisoned  Apostle.  He  would  gladly  have  retained 
him  in  his  company  at  a  time  when  his  Christian  so- 
ciety was  reduced  within  very  narrow  limits.  But  a 
stronger  sense  of  duty  forbad.  There  was  a  debt 
first  to  be  discharged  to  Christian  morality.  One- 
simus was  not  his  own  master.  By  the  laws  of  the 
world  as  then  constituted,  he  was  the  property  of 
another.  He  was  the  slave  of  Philemon  of  Colossae. 
And,  before  he  could  with  a  clear  conscience  attach 
himself  to  the  company  even  of  an  Apostle,  he  must 
return  to  his  master  and  obtain  a  just  discharge. 

Whether  at  Colossae  itself,  or  on  some  casual  absence 
elsewhere,  Philemon  himself,  as  Onesimus  now,  had 
been  the  convert  of  St  Paul.  There  existed  between 
the  master  (as  well  as  the  slave)  and  the  Apostle 
that  strong  tie,  of  an  inestimable  benefit  received  and 
xjonferred,  which  ensured  a  ready  hearing  for  any 
remonstrance  or  for  any  intercession.  St.  Paul 
availed  himself  of  this  argument  in  the  present  in- 
stance. He  sent  back  Onesimus  to  Colossae;  sent 
him  in  company  with  Tychicus,  the  bearer  of  his 
Epistle  to  the  Colossian  congregation:  but  he  sent 
by  him  also  a  separate  letter  to  his  master,  which, 
under  God's  superintending  Providence,  has  become 
for  all  time  one  of  the  heirlooms,  not  of  a  single 
family  or  a  single  congregation,  but  of  the  universal 
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Sermon    ChuTch  of  Christ.     Listen  now  to  the  letter  itself, 

IX. 

with  a  few  words  of  necessary  amplification. 


Vent  1.  Pauly  a  prtaoner  of  Christ  Jesus,   and  T^motheus 

our  brother,  to  Philemon ^our  beloved  fiOow-latbourer^ 

Vene  2.  and  to  our  beloved  Appia,  and  to  Archtppus  our  filn 
lov>-8oldier,  and  to  the  congregation  at  thy  house. 
Appia  may  be  supposed  to  have  been  the  wife  of 
Philemon :  Archippns,  possibly,  his  son  or  near  kins- 
man, but  at  all  events  a  minister  of  the  Colossian 
Chnrch ;  as  we  read  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Colossians, 

Col  iy.  17.  And  say  to  Archtppus^  Take  heed  to  the  ministry 
which  thou  receivedst  in  the  Lord,  that  thou  fulfil  ii. 
The  congregation  at  CoIosssb  met  in  the  house  of  Phi- 

CoL  iv.  15.  lemon,  just  as  that  of  Laodicea,  for  example,  in  the 

1  Cor.  xvL  hQ^ige  of  Nymphas,  or  that  of  Ephesus  at  one  time, 

Roin.xvi.5.  and  that  of  Bome  at  another,  in  the  house  of  Aquila 
and  Priscilla. 

Verae  3.  Groxx  to  you,  and  peace,  from  Ood  our  Father^  and 

from  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  What  a  Gt)spel  is  con^ 
tained  in  that  brief,  that  commonest  form  of  Aposto- 
lical greeting !  What  a  confident  reference  to  ftxiating 
relations  between  us  and  Grod,  between  us  and  Christ, 
and  what  a  fulness  of  satisfaction  in  the  blessings 
assured  to  us  in  that  relation. 

Vene  4.  /  thank  my  God  always  in  making  mention  of  thee 

in  my  prayers.     The  salutation   was  for  all :  now 

Vene  5.      Philemon  is  addressed  alone.     Hearing,  as  I  do,  (^ 
m  that  love  and  faith  which  thou  hast  towards  the  Lord 
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Jesus,  and  unto  all  who   are  His,      All  the  conse-    Sermon 

IX. 

crated,  is  the  original  expression ;   all,  that  is,  who 

are  dedicated  to  God  through  Christ  on  the  con- 
fession of  a  true  faith.  And  now  what  is  the 
object  of  that  thankful  prayer  which  St  Paul  is 
always  oflFering  for  him?  That  the  communion  of 
thy  faith,  thy  participation  with  others  in  the  com- 
mon faith,  may  become  active,  operative,  energetic,  in 
{through)  the  further,  the  increased  and  progressive, 
knowledffe  of  every  good  thing  that  is  in,  or  among, 
us  Christians  unto  the  glory  of  Christ  Jesus.  The 
prayer  is,  that  his  faith  may  be  made  more  and  more 
practically  vigorous,  as  alone  it  can  be,  by  enter- 
ing with  a  deeper  and  ftdler  and  richer  knowledge 
into  the  realities  of  God's  gifts  to  us  in  Christ 
Take  a  single  parallel  expression  from  the  second 
Epistle  of  St  Peter.  To  those  who  have  obtained  like  2  Pet  L 1. 
precious  faith  with  us :  there  is  the  first  thing  here 
expressed,  thy  participaiion  in  the  faith:  then,  Grace 
and  peace  he  multiplied  unto  you  through  the  further 
knowledge  of  God  and  of  Jesus  our  Lord,  ojcoording  as 
His  Divine  power  hath  given  to  us  all  things  thai  per- 
tain to  life  and  godliness  through  the  further  knowledge 
of  Him  who  called  us  hy  His  own  glory  and  virtus ; 
whereby,  by  which  glory  and  virtue  of  His,  He  hoik 
given  to  us  all  those  precious  and  vast  promises,  that  by 
means  of  these  ye  might  become  partakers  of  a  Divine 
naturcy  having  fed  away  from  the  corruption  thai  is  in 

M 
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Sermon    the  world  through  lust:  there  is  the  remainder  of  the 
'- —  text  before  us;  the  participation  in  the  faith  hecoming 


effective  by  the  increased  knowledge  of  every  good 
2Pet.iii.8.  thing  that  is  in  us.  My  brethren,  if  we  would  grow 
in  grace,  if  we  would  know  what  Christian  practice 
really  is,  it  must  be  by  growing  in  knowledge.  But 
remember  what  alone  is  knowledge,  in  God's  sense  of 
the  word ;  a  knowledge,  not  of  abstract  truths,  but  of 
a  living  Person,  of  whom  all  that  we  really  know 
must  be  known  also  from  Him,  with  Him,  and  in 
Him. 
Verse  7.  For  we   have  much  blessing   and  comfort  in   thy 

love,  because  the  hearts  of  them  that  are  Chrises  have 
Verse  8.      been  refreshed  by  thee^  my  brother.      And  therefore, 
knowing  what  thy  Christian  love  is,  though  I  have 
mu^h freedom  in  Christ,  as  Christ's  Apostle,  to  enjoin 
Verse  9.      upon  thee  that  which  is  becoming ^  I  rather  beseech 
thee  for  lovers  sdke^  by  the  motive  of  love,  in  my 
personal  character,  as  a  man  full  of  year Sy  and  now 
a  prisoner  also  in  the  cause  of  Christ  Jesus.     I,  who 
might  well  command,  beseech.    And  for  whom?  on 
what  subject? 
Verse  10.        /  beseech  thee  for  my  son   (an   expression  often 
lCor.iv.i6.  applied  by  St.  Paul  to  his  converts),  begotten  by  me  in 
Verse  U.    my  bonds,  Onesimus,  who  was  once  profitless  to  thee, 
but  now  to  thee  and  to  m£  of  good  profit;  whom  I  send 
Verse  12.    back  with  this  letter.     And  do  thou  receive  him ;  one 
Verse  13.    dear  to  me  as  myself;  whom  I  would  fain  have  kept 
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vyith  me,  that  in  thy  hehalf- — even  as  thou  wouldest    Sermon 

have  done,  I  am  sure,  if  present — he  might  minister '■ — 

to  me  in  the  bonds  of  the  Oospel,  in  my  imprisonment 
for  the  Gospel's  sake.    But  without  thy  consent  would  Verse  14. 
I  do  nothing  in  this  matter,  that  thy  benefit  to  me, 
in  allowing  me  to  keep  him,  might  not  be  as  if  by 
constraint,  but  of  free  will.      Well  may  the  choice 
be  given  thee :   he  is  now  not  less  but  more  than 
ever  thine :  for  perhaps  it  was  for  this,  under  God's  Verte  15. 
overruling  hand,  that  he  was  parted  from  thee  for 
a  season,  that  thou  mightest  possess  {have  fill  and 
entire  possession  of)  him  for  ever;  no  longer  as  a  slave.  Verse  16. 
but  above  a  slave,   a  brother,  dea/r  in  a  very   high 
degree  to  Tne,  but  how  much  more  to  thee  both  in  the 
flesh  and  in  the  Lord,  both  in  a  natural  and  in  a 
spiritual  relation.      If  then  there  is  any  fellowship  Verse  17. 
between  me  and  thee,  take  him  to  thee  as  if  he  were 
even  I  myself.     And  if  in  former  times  he  wronged  Verse  18. 
thee  at  all,  or  oweth  thee  anything,  charge  this  to  me. 
I  write  it  with  my  ovm  hand,  I  vnU  repay  it ;    not  Verse  19. 
to  say  to  thee   that  thou  owest  to  me  even  thine  onm 
self  besides :  that  is,  this  promise  may  suffice  thee, 
without  my  reminding  thee  that,   even  were  I  to 
leave  the  debt  undischarged,  it  would  be  rather  a 
debt  from  thee  than  to  thee,  when  thou  rememberest 
that  thou  owest  to  me,  under  God,  something  far 
above  money,  even  thine  own  self,  even  every  hope 
and  every  comfort  of  a  Christian.     Yes^  my  brother,  Yerw'ift* 

u2 
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Sbbmoh    may  I  have  profit  of  thee  in    the   Lord ;    may   I 

IX 

'- — have  the  comfort    of  finding    in    thee  all  that    a 

Christian  should  be :  refresh  my  heart  in  Christ, 

Vene  21.         Confiding  in  thy  obedience^  I  tmrite  to  thee  ;  Tcnotoing 

Verse  22.  that,  even  beyond  what  I  say,  thou  vrilt  do.  And  at 
the  same  time  I  will  ask  thee  to  prepare  to  receive  me 
as  thy  guest :  for  I  hope  thai  hy  the  help  of  your 
prayers,  the  prayers  of  you  all,  /  shall  he  granted  to 
you,  my  life  wiU  be  spared,  and  I  shall  be  released 
from  my  imprisonment. 

Fer««23.  There  salute  thee^  being  now  present  with  me, 
Epaphras  my  fellow-prisoner  in  the  cause  of  Christ 

Verse  2i.  Jesus,  Marcus,  Aristarchus,  Demas,  Lucas,  my 
fellow-labourers,  A  brief  but  pregnant  record;  re- 
minding us,  by  the  mention  of  Marcus,  that  the  last 

Acts  ziu.  shall  sometimes  he  first ;  that  he  who  once  departed 
'  from  St.  Paul  and  deserted  the  work  is  here  again 

CoL  iv.  11.  with  him,  faithful,  and  a  comfort  unto  him ;  and  by 
the  mention  of  Demas,  that  the  first  shall  sometimes 
he  last;  that  he  who  is  now,  in  St.  Paul's  first 
imprisonment,  his  fellow-labourer  and  comforter 
shall  be  spoken  of  in   his  second  imprisonment  as 

2  Tim.  iy.  having    then  forsaken    him   because   he   loved  this 

1  CJor.  X.12.  present  world.  Let  him  amongst  us  that  thinketh  he 
standeth  take  heed  lest  he  fall. 

Verse  26.  The  grace,  the  free  favour,  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
he  with  your  spirit. 

And  now   I  would  gather  into  very  small  com- 
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pass    a    few    obvions    reflections    upon    this    brief    Sermon 
Epistle. 


1.  Observe  the  naturabiess  and  the  consistency 
of  the  Scriptures.  It  is  an  old  topic,  and  I  will 
spend  few  words  upon  it.  But  just  notice,  in 
passing,  how  confidently  we  have  spoken  of  Philemon 
as  a  Colossian.  Is  he  so  described  here?  Is  there 
one  syllable  in  this  Epistle,  taken  by  itself,  as  to  his 
home  or  birthplace  ?  Not  one.  The  letter  was  sent 
by  a  private  hand,  and  needed  no  such  superscription. 
And  yet  the  inference  can  be  drawn,  not  less  certainly 
than  simply.  Archippus,  who  is  here  described  as 
residing  with  or  close  to  Philemon,  is  saluted  in 
another  Epistle  as  being  a  Colossian.  And,  as  CoL  It.  17. 
Onesimus  is  here  described  solely  in  his  relation  to 

the  person  of  Philemon,  so  elsewhere,  in  the  Epistle 
to  the  Colossians,  he  is  distinctly  said  to  belong  to 
that  place  :  All  my  state  shall  Tychicus  declare  unto  Ck>l.  iv.  7. 
you  •  .  •  whom  I  have  sent  unto  you  for  the  same 
purpose  .  •  .  vrith  Onesimus,  a  faithful  and  beloved 
brother,  who  is  one  of  you.  The  observation  of  these 
points  of  close  yet  perfectly  inartificial  coincidence 
between  different  books  of  Scripture  adds  much  to 
the  interest  of  their  study,  and  has  its  due  place, 
though  it  be  a  subordinate  one,  amongst  the  proofs 
of  their  Divine  origin. 

2.  How  large  a  testimony  does  this  brief  Epistle 
bear  to  the  essential  doctrines  of  the  Gospel !     Su^ 
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Sermon   pose  that  this  one  short  chapter  were  all  that  had 

IX. 

come  down  to  us  from  the  first  days  of  Christianity. 

I  do  not  say  that  we  should  not  have  been  losers 
beyond  all  calculation  by  the  loss  of  other  and  more 
copious  inspired  writings.  But  should  we  not  have 
possessed  something,  even  in  this  one  letter,  to  aid 
us  in  the  ascertainment  of  evangelical  and  apostolical 
doctrine?  God  our  Father:  and  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  associated  with  Him  in  the  commxmication  of 
gifts  to  man:  and  those  gifts  what?  grace  and 
peace;  free  fevour,  and  spiritual  repose  and  tran- 
quillity in  the  sense  of  it :  faith  in  Christ  the  starting- 
point  of  'all  progress;  knowledge  the  means  of 
progress;  and  love  to  Christ  and  to  Christ's 
redeemed  the  effect  and  the  aim  of  alL  Yes,  my 
brethren,  with  these  few  verses  alone  in  our  posses- 
sion, we  should  not  have  been  destitute,  we  should 
scarcely  have  been  poor,  in  Christian  knowledge  or 
in  the  materials  of  Christian  life. 

3.  But  still  more  strongly  may  I  ask  you,  in  the 
third  place,  to  notice,  what  a  beautiful  exhibition 
we  have  in  this  Epistle  of  that  which  in  every  age 
has  been  the  distinctively  Christian  character.  Do 
look  closely  at  the  indication  of  mind  and  feeling 
here  given.  Do  reflect  upon  the  grace  of  God  as 
here  shown  forth  in  the  mature  character  of  an 
individual  man ;  a  man  who  was  once,  as  he  himself 
tells  us,  with  reference  at  least  to  Christ  and  His 
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servants,  a  blasphemer,  and  a  persecutor ,  and  injurixyas.    Sermon 
What   a   combination  of  opposite  qualities  is   here  -- 


lTim.i.18. 

revealed  to  us  in  one  person !    Dignity,  and  humility. 

/  might  he  much  hold  in  Christ  to  enjoin  thee  that 

which  is  convenient ,  ,  .  I  do  not  say  to  thee  how  thou 

owest  unto  ms  even  thine  ovm  selfhesides.     There  is  no 

masking  of  real  claims  to  respect  and  gratitude.   There 

is  no  degradation  or  disparagement  of  the  holy  office 

which  was  entrusted  to  him.     He  was  an  Apostle 

of  Christ,  and,  as  such,  he  had  a  right  to  speak,  yes, 

a  right  to   dictate.     Yet,  on  the  other  hand,   how 

graceful,  too,  how  becoming,  the  humiUty  with  which 

he  would  by  preference  take  a  lower  ground  ;  would 

beseech   rather  than  enjoin;    would  bring  forward, 

if  possible,  only  that  which  was  most  persuasive, 

most    attractive,    and    keep  in  the  background,   if 

it  could  be  done  without  neglect  of  duty,  all  that 

was   merely  authoritative,   official,    and  imperative. 

For  lovers  sake  I  rather  heseech  thee,  heing  such  an 

one  as  Paul  the  aged,  and  now  also  a  prisoner  of 

Jesus  Christ  •  •  .  if  thou  count  me  a  partner,  receive 

him  a^  myself  •  .  .  yea,  hrother,  let  me  have  joy  of 

thee  in  the  Lord,     There  is  no  touch  of  weakness  in 

all  this.     There  is  no  necessary  connection  between 

tenderness  and  feebleness.     The  greatest  strength  of 

man — for  may  we  not  say,  the  greatest  strength  of 

Him  who  is  God  as  well  as  man? — is  shown,  not 

in   command,  but  in   sympathy.     We  have  not  anHeb,ly,X5, 
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Sermon    High  Priest  who  cannot  he  touched  with  the  feeling 

of  our  infirmities,  hut  was  in  all  points  tempted  like 

as  we  are,  yet  without  sin. 

4.  This,  however,  might  be  said  of  St.  Paul's 
character,  wherever  it  is  presented  to  us  in  his 
writings.  But  I  would  notice  here,  more  especially, 
in  the  fourth  place,  an  illustration  of  the  manner 
in  which  St  Paul,  and  St.  Paul's  Master,  brought 
the  Gospel  to  bear  upon  the  defective  or  corrupt 
parts  of  the  mass  of  human  society.  Onesimus, 
for  whom  this  letter  was  written,  was  a  slave.  He 
had  run  away  from  his  master.  Some  modem 
philanthropists  would  have  applied  Christianity  to 
the  case  in  this  manner.  They  would  have  said, 
Slavery  is  imjust;  slavery  is  against  the  will  of 
God;  slavery  is  an  infraction  of  the  original  law 
of  man :  therefore  let  every  slave  quit  his  master 
at  once,  if  he  can ;  therefore,  if  any  slave  has 
succeeded  in  running  away  from  his  master,  shelter 
him,  foster  him,  recognize  his  freedom  at  once,  and 
at  once  break  the  chain  which  he  has  shaken  oflf. 
My  brethren,  you  will  not  suppose  that  I  am  either 
advocating  the  rights  of  the  slaveholder,  or  palliating 
in  the  slightest  degree  the  sinftilness  of  a  slave- 
system.  But  I  am  concerned — the  Epistle  before 
us  requires  it  of  me — in  showing  you  that  the 
Apostles,  and  their  Divine  Master  and  Inspirer,  did 
not  deal  with  matters  of  this  sort  in  detail,  but  in 
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principle ;  not  in  individual  cases,  the  only  effect  of   Sermon 
which  would  have  been,  as  it  always  has  been,  to  aggra-       ^^' 


vate  for  the  many  what  was  lightened  for  the  one,  but 
rather  by  the  infusion  of  a  new  principle  of  life  into 
the  dead  and  putrifying  mass  of  fallen  humanity; 
a  principle  which  would  certainly  work,  though 
slowly  and  secretly,  and  would  eventually  do  safely 
and  surely  what  the  haste  of  an  inconsiderate  zeal 
would  have  done  partially  and  imperfectly  because 
prematurely  and  because  superficially.  St.  Paul 
sent  the  slave  Onesimus  back  to  the  slave-master 
Philemon.  St.  Paul  never  said  to  the  individual 
slave.  Quit  your  master ;  nor  even  to  the  individual 
master,  Liberate  your  slave.  To  the  one  he  said. 
Slaves,  be  obedient  to  them  that  are  your  masters  Eph.  vi  5. 
according  to  the  flesh,  with  fear  and  tremblingy  in 
singleness  of  your  he/irt,  as  unto  Christ,  To  the  other. 
Masters,  give  unto  your  slaves  that  which  is  just  and  Col.  iv. 
equal ;  knowing  that  ye  also  have  a  Master  in  heaven. 
The  abolition  of  slavery  followed  in  due  course  upon 
the  reception  of  Christianity :  but  it  was  with  the 
system  of  slavery,  and  not  with  the  individual  case, 
that  Christianity  waged  its  warfare;  and  even  that,  only 
when  it  had  first  succeeded  in  so  penetrating  society 
with  its  own  deepest  principles,  that  the  original 
equality  of  all  men  in  the  sight  of  each  other  became 
the  natural  consequence  of  the  original  equality  of 
all  men  in  the  sight  of  God.     Till  then,  an  Apostle 
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Sermon   would  himself  restore  to  a  master  his  fugitive  slave, 

IX.  .  .    . 
though  the  master,  like  the  slave,  was  a  Christian, 

and  though  the   Apostle  might  have  been  bold  in 

Christ  to  enjoin  him  that  which  was  convenient. 

I  have  yet  two  remarks  to  add. 

5.  The  Epistle  before  us  is  a  model  of  Christian 
correspondence.  It  is  not  below  the  dignity  of  this 
place,  because  it  is  not  alien  to  the  daily  life  of 
Christian  men  and  Christian  women,  to  speak  of  an 
occupation  which  in  these  days  fills  up  no  small 
part  of  the  brief  span  of  human  existence.  Have  we 
ever  reflected  upon  what  letters  may  be,  or  may  not 
be,  for  good  or  for  evil  ?  St,  Paul  is  here  writing  a 
letter  to  a  Mend,  on  what  we  might  call  by  com- 
parison an  every-day  topic.  He  is  urging  a  request, 
and  supporting  it  with  the  earnestness  of  a  very  real 
man,  upon  a  subject  affecting  another  and  (humanly 
speaking)  a  very  insignificant  person.  Now  I  ask 
no  one  to  write  a  letter,  or  to  attempt  to  write  one, 
in  the  phraseology  of  St.  Paul  or  of  any  other 
inspired  writer.  Phrases  imported  even  from 
Scripture  into  modem  letters  seldom  fit  in  naturally ; 
seldom  give  that  impression  of  heart-to-heart  sim- 
plicity, which  is  the  first  condition  of  persuasiveness. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  I  am  quite  sure  that  great 
opportunities  of  usefulness  are  daily  lost  by  our 
neglect  of  this  engine.  People  write  so  hastily,  so 
impulsively,  with  so  slight  a  sense  of  responsibility, 
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and,  I  must  say,  with  so  little  desire  to  do  good,    Sermon 

IX. 
that  it  is  little  to  be  wondered  at  if  little  good  is — - 

thus  done,  or  if  letters  come  to  be  regarded  only  as 

necessary  evils,  lying  altogether  out  of  the  reach 

of  the  inspired  direction.  Whatsoever  ye  doy  in  word  Col.  iiL  17. 

or  deedy  do  all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus.     I 

call   attention  to  the  subject,  being  convinced  that 

a  want  of  attention  to  it  is  more  than  half  the  fault 

Which  of  us  cannot  testify  that  he  has  been  more 

struck,  and  more  influenced  for  good,  by  a  few  letters 

than  by  many  books  ?    There  are  still  a  few  persons 

in   the  world — ^perhaps  (God  grant  it)  just  one  or 

two  for  each  of  us — ^who  evidently  write  almost  the 

commonest  letters   under  the   constant  guidance  of 

a  sound   judgment,  a    Christian  principle,  and    a 

religious  as  well  as  loving  motive.     These  are  things 

which   make  themselves  felt.      As  we    read   such 

letters,   we  are  reproved    or    comforted,   quickened 

or  sobered,  but  in  every  case  insensibly  influenced, 

according  to  our  own  present  need.     Not  elaborate, 

not  studied,  not  dictatorial,  not  hortatory,  perfectly 

natural  and  perfectly  level  to  common  life,  they  yet 

affect  us  in  a  mode  peculiar  to  themselves ;  a  mode 

altogether  difierent  alike  from  words  and  from  books, 

yet  a  mode  which  the  Holy   Spirit  Himself  has 

vouchsafed  to  consecrate,  and  for  the  use  of  which 

every  one  of  us  is  deeply  and  seriously  responsible. 

6.  Finally,  the  Epistle  before  us  is  an  example 


172  ST.  PAUL  TO  PHILEMON. 

SBBM09   of  the  way  in  which  Grod  has  been  sometimes  pleased 

to  bless  a  condition  of  obscurity.     It  was  St.  Paul's 

imprisonment  which  gave  to  the  Church  the  most 
touching  and  soothing  of  all  his  letters.  Those  to 
the  Ephesians,  to  the  Philippians,  to  the  Colossians, 
the  second  to  Timothy^  not  to  mention  the  one  now 
before  us,  were  all  written  &om  a  prison.  Perhaps 
he  little  knew  at  the  time  what  was  in  store  for  these 
works  of  his  seclusion.  But  God  foresaw  it  alL  God 
saw  that  in  thus  laying  His  servant  aside,  and  giving 
him  what  he  might  have  been  tempted  to  call  useless 
years,  He  was  providing  for  the  everlasting  good  of 
ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand  souls.  He  judges 
not  as  we  judge,  and  measures  not  as  we  measure. 
Great  and  small,  with  reference  to  earthly  things,  are 
terms  imknown  in  heaven.  Happy  he  who  is  in 
God's  hand.  Happy  he  who  devotes  to  Him  what 
he  has^  and  looks  to  Him  to  prosper  and  to  use  it. 
In  this  sense,  and  perhaps  (on  earth)  in  this  sense 
only,  both  rich  and  poor,  both  sick  and  well,  both 
high  and  low,  may  rejoice  together. 


SERMON   X. 


CHRIST  IN  HIS  WORD. 


i 


GOSPEL  FOR  THE  THIRD  SUNDAY  IN  LENT. 

St.  Luke  xi.  14—28. 

1*  Jesus  was  casting  otU  an  evil  spirit ;  and  it  teas  dumb : 
and  it  came  to  pass,  when  the  evil  spirit  was  gone  aut,  the 

15  dumh  man  spoke  :  and  tJie  multitudes  marvelled.  But  some 
of  them  said,  Through  BeelzebvJ)  the  ruler  of  the  evil  spirits 

16  He  casteth  out  the  evil  spirits.     And  others,  m>aking  trial  of 

17  Him^  sought  from  Him  a  sign  out  of  heaven.  But  He, 
knowing  their  thoughts,  said  to  them.  Every  kingdom  divided 
against  itself  is  desolated ;  and  a  house  divided  against  a 

18  house  falleth.  And  if  Satan  also  was  divided  against  him- 
self how  shall  his  kingdom,  he  established  f  because  ye  say 

19  iliai  through  Beelzebub  I  cast  out  the  evil  spirits.  And  if  I 
through  Beelzebub  cast  out  the  evil  spirits,  through  whcym  do 
your  sons  cast  them,  out  ?     Therefore  they  shall  be  your 

20  judges.     But  if  through  the  finger  of  Chd  I  cast  out  the  evil 

21  spirits,  then  is  the  kingdom  of  God  corns  upon  you.  When 
the  strong  num  fully  armed  guards  his  palace,  in  peace  are 

22  his  possessions :  but  when  the  stronger  than  he  hath  come 
upon  him  and  conquered  him,  he  taketh  away  his  full 

23  armour  in  which  he  trusted^  and  divideth  his  spoils.  He 
that  is  not  unth  me  is  against  me,  and  he  that  gathereth  not 

24  unth  me  scattereth  When  the  unclean  spirit  hath  gone  out 
from  the  man,  it  passeth  through  desert  plaices,  seeking  rest; 
and,  not  finding  it,  saith,  I  unit  return  into  my  house  from 


GOSPEL  FOR  THE  THIRD  SUNDAY  IN  LENT.  175 

whence  I  came  out ;  andy  when  it  cometh,  itfindeth  the  house  25 
mept  and  arranged.     Then  it  goeth^  and  taketh  to  it  seven  26 
other  spirits  more  wicked  than  itself,  and  they  come  and 
dwell  there,  and  the  last  things  of  thai  man  prove  voorse  than 
thejlrst     And  it  came  to  pa>ss,  as  He  spake  these  things,  a  27 
certain  woman  from  among  the  multitude  lifted  up  her  voice 
and  said  to  Him,  Blessed  is  the  womb  that  hare  Thee,  and 
the  breast  which  Thou  didst  such    But  He  said,  Nay  rather,   28 
blessed  are  they  who  hear  the  uxyrd  of  God  and  keep  it. 


SERMON    X. 

CHRIST    IN    HIS   WORD. 

St.  Luke  xl  28. 

Bui  He  uid.  Yea  rather,  Heated  are  thtjf  that  hear  the  word  of  Qod, 

and  keep  it, 

Skrmov        I  HAVE  chosen  a  large  subject  for  this  evening : 
Christ  in  His  Word.     The  Gospel  for  the  day  sug- 
gests it,  in  the  clause  just  read  to  you.     It  may  he 
that  some  hearts  will  welcome  it.     For  I  know  that 
there  is  nothing  which  lies  more  heavily  on  the  con- 
sciences of  many  Christians,  than  their  slowness  of 
heart  to  enjoy  and  to  use  their  Saviour's  Word.    It  is 
familiar  to  them ;  in  one  sense,  too  familiar.     But, 
though  familiar,  it  is  not  dear  to  them  as  it  ought  to 
CoL  iil  16.  be.     It  does  not  dwell  in  them  richly  in  all  wisdom. 
What  can  I  say  on  such  a  subject  ?    Let  us  hum- 
bly meditate  together,  on  this  His  day,  in  this  His 
house,  on  the  Word  of  Christ  as  a  whole ;  holding,  as 
it  were,  the  Book  reverently  in  our  hands,  and  weigh- 
ing it;  gathering  into  one  view  all  the  separate  things 
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that  we  have  before  learned  of  its  contents,  and  speak-    Sermon 

ing  to  one  another  of  what  we  have  ourselves  found — 

it  to  be,  or  have  even  heard  of  it  from  others ;  in  the 
language  whether  of  thankfulness,  or  of  self-condem- 
nation, or  of  awakening  curiosity ;  praying  to  Him 
whose  word  it  is,  to  give  us  His  own  help  hereafter 
in  the  use  of  it. 

I  shall  make  no  attempt  at  arrangement  to-night. 
I  would  rather  throw  out,  almost  as  they  occur  to  me, 
a  few  leading  hints  as  to  the  chief  characteristics 
of  Christ's  Word,  whether  spoken  by  Himself  or 
by  His  Apostles  after  Him ;  in  the  hope  that  they 
may  find  an  echo  in  your  hearts,  and  may  bring  forth 
fruit  in  the  inner  life  of  every  one  of  us. 

1.  Christ  speaks^  then,  first,  as  it  was  remarked 
when  He  was  upon  earth  by  those  who  listened  to 
Him,  with  authority.  There  are  many  things  that  MatviL  29. 
w«  look  for  in  a  teacher:  some  of  these  we  shall 
speak  of  presently.  But  there  is  one  thing  which  we 
cannot  dispense  with :  he  must  speak,  if  he  is  to  do 
OS  any  good,  as  one  who  has  a  right  to  speak ;  as  one 
who  knows  that  which  he  speaks  of,  and  knows  that 
it  is  thus  and  not  otherwise.  In  a  sense  beyond  that 
in  which  any  man  could  be  said  to  do  so  upon  any 
subject,  Christ  taught,  Christ  teaches  us  stilly  with 
authority.  He  said  of  Himself  to  Nicodcmus,  Verily,  johniii.n. 
verily,  I  say  unto  thee,  we  speak  that  we  do  know,  and 
tesUfy  that  we  have  seen.    There  is  no  guessing  and 

N 


178  CHRIST  IN  HIS  WORD. 

Sebxoh   no  supposing,  no  yacillation  and  no  yagaeness,  in  the 
'- —  words  of  Christ.     When  He  tells  us  of  Grod's  will, 


of  His  requirements  or  of  His  purposes,  we  feel  that 
JohD  ilL  2.  He  is  not  only  a  teacher  come  from  (rod — ^though  that 
is  a  great  thing — but  that  even  upon  earth  He  was 
still  present  with  God,  and  God  with  Him ;  accord* 
ing  to  those  words  of  apparent  but  not  real  oontradio* 
John  iii.l3.  tion,  No  man  hath  ascended  up  to  heaven^  hut  He  thai 
came  down  from  heaven^  even  the  Son  of  Man  ¥>kieK 
is  in  heaven.  That  oft-repeated  preface,  VerSy, 
verily,  I  say  unto  you^  ought  ever  to  sound  in  our 
ears — ^I  think  it  commonly  does  so — ^when  we  read 
the  words  of  Christ.  He  who  speaks  knows  what 
He  says,  and  says  it  always  with  authority. 

2.  There  is  another  point:  Christ  speaks  toith 
John  ii.  24.  insight.  We  feel  that  He  knows  us^  Se  knew  all 
men^  and  needed  not  that  any  should  testify  of  man^ 
for  He  knew  what  was  in  man.  Many  teachers,  eveu 
Christian  teachers,  do  not  give  us  this  feeling.  Their 
instructions  sound  unreaL  They  make  us  out,  in  their 
descriptions,  to  be,  not  so  much  worse,  and  not  so  much 
better,  than  we  are:  that  is  not  exactly  the  point:  but 
other  than  we  are.  If  they  would  paint  to  us  the 
very  worst  of  real  human  characters,  we  should  not 
complain  of  it :  all  of  us  who  know  anything  of  our 
hearts  know  that  there  is  in  them  the  germ  at  least, 
the  possibility  at  least,  if  not  the  actual  experience, 
of  every  fault,  of  every  sin  :  in  the  blackest  represent 
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tation  of  real  human  character  we  could  find  some    Sermon 

pomts  of  profitable  warning  for  ourselves.    And  if - 

they  would  paint  to  us  the  Yerj  best  of  real  human 
ehtracters ;  if  they  would  hold  up  before  us  the  real 
mner  life  of  the  greatest  of  saints,  of  the  most  devoted 
of  martyrs ;  we  would  not  quarrel  with  them  :  little 
as  we  may  know  of  such  heights  of  goodness,  still  we 
know  that  there  is  in  us  that  little  germ  at  least  of 
good  desire,  of  heavenly  aspiration,  which  God's 
grace  might  by  possibility  foster  into  great  attain- 
ments in  His  service ;  and  in  the  portraiture  of  the 
perfect  man  in  Christ  we  might  see  something  to 
encourage  us,  as  well  as  much  to  condemn  us.  But 
Christian  instruction  (so  called)  often  misses  the 
mark  of  reality  altogether.  And  then  it  is  that  we 
may  turn  back  to  our  Bibles  with  so  strong  a  sense  of 
reliel  There  all  is  reaL  K  the  disclosures  there 
made  of  human  wickedness  and  of  Divine  judgment 
are  sometimes  appalling,  still  we  know  that  they  do 
but  unveil  human  nature  as  it  is,  and  warn  us  lest 
we,  being  partakers  of  that  same  human  nature, 
should  suffer  it  to  run  to  the  same  excess  of  sin  and 
rf  misery.  And  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  exhibitiona 
of  human  nature  in  its  possible  exaltation  seem  often 
far  above  out  of  our  reach,  yet  these  too,  being  all 
true  and  real,  serve  rather  to  humble,  to  quicken, 
and  to  stimulate,  than  to  dazzle,  to  confuse,  or  to  dis- 
eourage  ua.    Christ  teaches  with  insight.    He  knows 

N  2 
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Sbrmon    us  well,  for  He  made  us,  and  He  became  man.     He 

— knows  us  in  our  weaknesses,  He  knows  us  in  our 

difficulties,  He  knows  us  in  our  sorrows,  He  knows 
us  in  our  temptations.  And,  as  He  knows,  so  He 
teaches.  He  charges  us  with  nothing  but  what  is 
true,  and  He  calls  us  to  nothing  but  what  is 
possible. 

3.  I  will  add  that  He  teaches  with  conviction.  I 
know  that  it  is  very  easy  to  evade  conviction.  We 
may  refuse  to  read ;  or  we  may  so  read  as  to  answer 
the  same  object  more  effectually.  One  who  does  not 
read  his  Bible  has  an  uneasy  sense  of  sin  in  that 
neglect:  the  closed  Book  itself  convinces  of  sin. 
But  one  who  reads  his  Bible  as  many  read  it,  as  all 
of  us  probably  have,  at  some  time  or  other  of  our 
lives,  read  it,  can  combine  two  things  in  his  reading ; 
he  can  lull  his  conscience  by  the  idea  of  a  duty  done, 
and  yet  keep  every  arrow  of  conviction  away  from 
his  reading.  We  must  always  remember  that,  in 
everything  said  of  Christ's  teaching,  there  is  pre- 
supposed a  learner ;  one  who  comes  to  be  taught,  and 
that,  not  as  a  form,  but  with  a  purpose.  O,  my 
brethren,  where  is  that  purpose  in  many  of  us  ?  We 
all  think  how  sad  it  was,  and  how  wrong,  that  any 
one  should  listen  to  Christ  Himself,  when  He  was 
upon  earth,  witli  indifference,  or  prejudice,  or  per- 
verseness,  or  scorn :  but  is  it  not  more  sad,  and  more 
wrong,  that  we  should  any  of  us  do  so  in  our  hearts 
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now ;  we  who  do  profess  to  know  what  He  is,  and  to    Sermon 

be  concerned  in  the  salvation  which  He  bought  for  us 

with  His  own  blood  ?     I  am  sure  it  is  the  case  that 

to  many  of  us  the  Bible,  even  Christ's  own  words  in 

it,   carry  practically  no   conviction.      Alas,  how  is 

it?     Because  there  is  not  in  us  a  willing,  a  desiring 

mind ;  that  mind  of  which  He  spoke  Himself  when 

He  said,  He  that  is  of  Ood  heareth  GocPs  words  :  ye  John  viii. 

therefore  hear  them  not^  because  ye  are  not  of  God,     It 

is  a  very  responsible  thing  to  be  taught  of  Christ. 

4.  Again,  Christ  teaches  with  variety,  and  teaches 
with  abundance.  Some  springs  are  soon  dry.  It  is 
so  with  all  merely  human  teaching.  Every  man  has 
his  topic ;  has  his  favourite  doctrine ;  has  his  special 
case  in  view ;  has,  at  best,  his  strong  point  or  two 
in  dealing  with  human  consciences.  When  you 
have  heard  him  a  few  times,  you  are  in  his  secret ; 
you  see  the  skill,  or  the  weakness,  as  it  may  be,  and 
you  know  how  he  will  treat  almost  any  given 
subject.  The  stream  is  shallow ;  you  can  touch  the 
bottom.  But  it  is  not  so  with  the  teaching  of  Jesus 
Christ.  His  words  are  various.  There  is  not  a 
case,  not  a  kind  of  case,  in  human  character  or  in 
human  life,  which  He  has  not  a  medicine  for.  Is 
it  carelessness?  Is  it  worldliness?  Is  it  the  love 
of  applause  ?  Is  it  hypocrisy  ?  Is  it  presumption  ? 
Is  it  a  bosom  sin  ?  Or  is  it  (to  change  the  point  of 
view)  sickness  ?    Is  it  sorrow  ?    Is  it  want  ?    ^s  it 
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Sermon    persecution?    Is  it  loneliness?    Is  it  an  accusing 

'- —  conscience  ?    Is  it  a  fear  of  the  wrath  to  come  ? 

You  all  know  that  for  every  one  of  these  circum- 
stances, and  for  every  other  circumstance  that  human 
experience  can  suggest,  there  is  some  word  of 
suitable  warning  or  counsel  to  be  found  in  Christ's 
Gospel ;  some  word  which  goes  to  the  very  root  of 
the  evil,  and  deals  with  it  in  a  manner  at  once  appro- 
priate and  thorough.  There  is  this  in  our  Lord's 
teaching,  which  makes  it  both  these  things;  that 
every  special  instruction  runs  up  into  that  which  is 
the  very  highest  of  all ;  every  special  comfort  has 
beneath  it  the  one  gi'oundwork  of  all  comfort,  namely, 
the  free  forgiveness,  the  eternal  love,  of  God,  the 
assurance  of  His  will  that  none  should  perish,  that 
all  should  be  saved,  that  all  should  be  brought  to 
holiness  here  and  to  happiness  hereafter.  Therefore 
there  is  no  sense  of  straitness,  of  narrowness,  of 
circumscription,  in  any  one  of  Christ's  special  words : 
His  counsels  are  not  like  those  of  the  friend  who 
has  certain  circumstances  in  view,  and  counsels  with 
regard  to  these;  how  to  avoid  this  difficulty,  or  to 
remedy  that  inconvenience;  but  leaves  you  at  last 
uncertain  how  many  other  uncontemplated  contin- 
gencies there  may  be  behind,  to  be  met  as  they 
arise,  or  perhaps  not  to  be  met  at  all.  Christ 
counsels  for  the  present,  with  an  exact  adaptation 
of  His  wisdom  to  the  particular  exigency  of  to-day; 
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but,    in    so  doing,   He    takes   into  view  also  the    Sermon 

XT 

boundless  interests  which  as  yet  we  cannot  com-         ' 

prehend,   and    in  comforting  for  to-day   saves  for 
eternity. 

&  It  is  another  remarkable  point  in  Ghrist^s 
words,  that  He  teaches  h/  jyrinciples,  and  teaches  by 
iUuMtration. 

We  must  all  have  remarked  that  the  Bible  is  not 
a  book  of  rules.  There  is  no  index  to  it.  We 
cannot  turn  to  a  particular  page  which  tells  us 
exactly  what  we  are  to  do  in  this  or  that  peculiar 
position.  As  a  guide  to  duty,  the  Bible  is  of  little 
use  to  one  who  turns  to  it  only  in  emergencies.  It 
is  vocal  only  to  its  friends.  Any  man,  blessed  be 
Grod,  may  become  its  friend:  but  I  mean  that  a 
man  who  habitually  neglects  Christ's  Word  must 
not  expect  to  find  it  a  lamp  to  his  feet  the  first 
time  that  he  is  in  darkness.  The  wisdom  of  Christ 
is  shown  in  nothing  more  than  in  this,  that  He 
teaches  in  course,  and  not  by  single  lessons.  His 
instruction  is  a  process  of  gradual  initiation  into 
mysteries  hidden  from  the  earthly-minded  and  from 
the  sin-bound.  He  teaches  by  taking  men  aside, 
day  by  day,  to  tell  them  His  secret.  He  teaches 
by  communing  with  us;  by  letting  us  into  His 
methods  of  procedure,  into  His  principles  of  judg- 
ment, whether  of  things  or  persons,  into  His  estimate 
of  the  relative  importance  of  this  and  that,  of  the 
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Sermon    present  and  the  fiiture,  the  earthly  and  the  heavenly. 

This  instruction    takes   time :    it  takes  a  lifetime. 

This  instruction  precedes  rather  than  follows  the 
emergency  to  which  it  is  to  be  applied.  It  consists 
in  so  moulding  the  will,  the  judgment,  the  affections, 
in  so  disciplining  the  faith  of  men,  that,  when  trial 
comes,  they  may  understand  its  meaning ;  that, 
when  diflSculty  arises  as  to  the  path  of  duty,  or  a 
heavy  demand  is  made  upon  our  patience  or  our 
submissiveness  or  our  hopefulness,  we  may  need 
but  a  more  urgent  and  a  more  intense  application  to 
One  with  whom  we  are  already  acquainted,  to  enable 
us  to  withstand  in  the  evil  day,  and  at  last,  having 
done  all,  to  be  found  standing,  stricken  perhaps 
with  the  storm  but  not  uprooted,  because  the 
Word  of  Christ  was  dwelling  in  us  beforehand,  and 
we  had  only  to  call  it  to  mind,  to  apply,  and  to 
use  it. 

Christ  teaches  by  principles  and  not  by  formal 
rules.  He  teaches  by  a  gradual  assimilation  of  our 
judgments  and  feelings  on  all  points  to  His  own. 
A  man  cannot  supersede,  by  a  special  and  sudden 
recourse  to  his  Bible  on  an  emergency,  that  continued 
and  patient  study  of  it  which  another  has  pursued 
through  days  and  years  of  ordinary  and  unmarked 
life.  Let  him  indeed  turn  to  it  at  any  time;  let 
that  sudden  turning  to  it  be  the  beginning  of  a 
new  life  to  him ;  but  let  him  not  complain,  let  him 
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not  be  disappointed,  if  the  Bible  be  not  all  at  once  to    Sermon 
him  guiding  and  comforting,  if  he  has  to  pass,  as  - 
others  have  done,  to  that  stage  of  Christian  experience 
through   another   less    bright  and   bringing  a  less 
immediate  recompense. 

But  I  added  that  Christ  teaches  by  illustration. 
No  doubt  the  Bible  contains  many  direct  precepts; 
exhortations  to  certain  specified  duties,  warnings 
against  certain  definite  sins.  But  by  far  the  largest 
part  of  the  Bible  is  occupied  by  a  different  mode  of 
teaching.  We  are  left  to  learn  how  we  ought  to  act, 
by  having  the  actions  of  others,  with  their  conse- 
quences, detailed  to  us.  Lives  of  the  good,  lives  of 
the  sinful;  the  troubles  of  the  one,  the  judgments  of 
the  other,  the  motives,  principles,  and  end  of  both ; 
fill,  to  a  great  extent,  the  pages  of  God's  Holy  Word. 
If  we  are  ever  tempted  to  complain  of  this,  yet  let 
ns  see  and  feel  the  wisdom  of  it.  It  is  in  action 
that  a  man  is  seen.  That  is  the  real  proof  of  his 
motives  and  of  his  principles.  Most  important  is  it 
that  we  should  be  again  and  again  reminded  of  the 
hollowness  of  a  faith  that  will  not  work,  of  the 
deceptiveness  of  a  comfort  that  does  not  prompt  to 
duty.  Nor  indeed  could  the  workings  of  Christian 
principle  be  made  intelligible  to  us  by  general  or 
even  by  minute  precept.  We  must  know  what  life 
ought  to  be  for  us,  by  being  shown  what  life  has 
been  to  others  like  us.     Above  all,  let  us  recognize 
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Sermon   the  wisdom  of  that  Hnd  of  teaching  which  consists 

'- —  in  setting  before  ns  one  perfect  example.    In  the 

life  and  death  of  Christ  lies  the  snm  of  all  the 

1  Pet.  ii.2i.  teaching  of  Christ.  In  leaving  tis  an  example^  ikat 
we  might  follow  His  stepsy  He  left  us  that  which  alone 
could  perfectly  guide  us  in  the  way  in  which  we 
should  go;  that  way  which  an  Apostle  has  briefly 

Phil.iii.l0.  described  in  these  words,  that  I  may  know  JSirn,  and 
the  power  of  His  resurrection,  and  the  fellowship  of  His 
sufferings  J  being  made  conformable  unto  His  death; 
if  hy  any  means  I  might  attain  unto  the  resurredum 
of  the  dead. 

6.  Once  more,  let  me  speak  to  you  of  the  tender-^ 
nesSf  and  of  the  holiness  of  Christ's  teaching. 

I  know  indeed  that  there  is  an  aspect  of  severity 
in  it.  Christ  is  not  tender  in  His  teaching,  even  as 
He  is  not  tender  in  His  judgments,  towards  that  which 
is  evil  in  us,  nor  towards  those  of  us,  if  there  be  any, 
who  are  determinately  choosing  that  eviL  But  to- 
wards the  weak)  towards  the  ignorant,  towards  the 
suffering,  towards  the  tempted,  towards  sinners^  yes, 
the  veiy  chief  of  sinners,  when  they  truly  pray  to 
Him  for  mercy.  He  is  most  tender.    To  them  He 

Matt.xi.30.  says  indeed,  My  yoke,  the  yoke  of  my  service,  is  easy: 
my  iurden,thQ  burden  of  my  commandmentS5  is  light. 
There  is  one  way,  in  particular,  in  which  the  Scrip- 
tures illustrate  to  us  the  tenderness  of  His  teaching : 

Mark  iY.33.  its   gradual  character.       With  m^any  such  parahhs 
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spake  He  the  word  unto  them,  as  they  were  able  to    Sermon 
hear  it . ,  ^  and  when  they  were  alone.  He  eatpounded '- — 


all  things  to  His  disciples.  He  does  not  present  to 
as,  all  at  once  and  in  one  view,  the  whole  of  His  in- 
fitruction,  and  bid  us  fulfil  it  all  or  torn  away.  Yon 
remember  how,  when  it  was  said  to  Him,  Why  do  the  Markii.is. 
disciples  of  John  and  of  the  Pharisees  fast,  but  Thy 
disciples  fast  not?  He  replied  by  another  question; 
Can  the  children  of  the  bridechamber  fist,  while  the 
hridegroom  is  with  themf  .  . .  but  the  days  will  come 
tchen  the  bridegroom  shall  be  taken  away  from  them, 
and  then  shall  they  fast  in  those  days.  Do  we  not 
see  that  saying  mercifully  fulfilled  now  in  each  gene^ 
ration  of  human  life  ?  Is  it  not  still  the  case  that 
Christ,  by  that  Providence  which  is  as  much  His  as 
the  kingdom  of  grace  is  His,  adapts  His  yoke  to  the 
strength  of  those  who  are  to  bear  it ;  sanctioning  the 
cheerfulness  of  childhood  and  youth,  and  those  inter- 
ludes  of  calm  and  sunshine  which  occur  now  and 
then  in  the  roughest  and  stormiest  life,  as  one  part  of 
His  own  loving  discipline,  just  as  much  as  the  sad- 
ness, the  anxiety,  or  the  anguish,  by  which  in  later 
years  He  finally  fits  the  soul  for  its  great  and  solemn 
change  ?  And  more  than  this :  is  it  not  also  true, 
that  the  very  same  portion  of  His  Divine  Word  will 
convey  either  a  lower  or  a  higher  lesson  in  His 
school  according  to  the  experience  and  proficiency  of 
His  disciple  ?    A  passage  which  in  the  earlier  days  of 
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Sermon   a  Christian's  life  seemed  to  be  satisfied  by  one  sort  of 

obedience  to  it,  will  suggest  perhaps  at  a  later  stage 

a  more  diflScult,  or  what  would  once  have  been  a 
more  difficult,  duty,  and  He  who  tempers  His  treat- 
ment to  the  condition  of  those  who  are  its  subjects 
has  in  this  case,  we  cannot  doubt,  as  in  that  men- 
tioned in  the  Gospel,  spoken  His  word  to  each  09 
they  were  able  to  hear  it^  addressing  Himself  to  the 
elementary  learner  as  in  a  parable,  and  then,  in  the 
solitude  of  an  individual  communion,  expounding  aU 
hinga  to  a  more  experienced  disciple.  His  object  is 
to  attract,  not  to  terrify ;  and  while  He  deals  truly 
with  all,  He  deals  also  wisely  with  each ;  keeping 
ever  in  view  the  great  object,  that  He  may  at  last 
Jude  24.  present  each  faultless  before  the  presence  of  His  glory 
with  exceeding  joy. 

I  have  spoken  of  the  tenderness  of  Christ's  teach- 
ing: I  must  add  one  word  upon  its  holiness  also* 
My  brethren,  I  suppose  there  is  no  feeling  which  is 
more  instinctively  present  to  us  in  opening  the  Bible, 
than  that  we  are  in  a  holy  atmosphere.  It  is  this 
which  makes  us  shrink  from  the  Bible  so  long  as  we 
do  not  wish  to  be  holy ;  so  long  as  there  is  anything 
in  us  on  which  we  do  not  intend  to  let  God's  light 
shine.  But  when,  by  His  great  mercy  in  preventing 
or  else  in  chastising,  we  have  learned  anything 
really  as  to  the  bitterness  and  wretchedness  of  sin ; 

1  TbeBs.  iv.  whcu  WO  have  truly  felt  that  not  only  is  this  the  wiU 
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of  Gody  even  our  sanctification^  but  that  in  that  will  is    Sermon 

our  one  hope  of  present  and  ultimate  happiness ;  then 1 

the  holiness  of  Christ's  teaching  becomes,  not  repul- 
sive to  us,  but  most  attractive ;  then  we  feel,  not 
only  that  this  is  the  feature  which  most  distinctly 
proves  its  heavenly  origin,  but  that  it  is  also  the  one 
in  which  we  most  long  to  resemble  it ;  and  that  it  is 
something,  in  a  world  of  so  much  corruption,  and 
with  a  heart  so  largely  partaking  of  it,  to  be  permit- 
ted, in  one  place  at  least,  in  the  study  of  one  book  at 
least,  to  breathe  for  the  time  a  purer  air,  to  dwell  for 
the  time  in  the  very  presence  of  the  Holy  One,  and 
to  come  forth  from  it  refreshed  and  invigorated  for  a 
renewed  conflict,  within  and  without,  with  evil. 

I  deeply  feel,  my  brethren,  that  there  is,  in  any 
such  attempt  to  enumerate  some  of  the  characteristics 
of  Christ's  teaching,  a  dryness  and  a  hardness  most 
uncongenial  to  that  teaching  itself.  But  there  may 
be,  under  God's  blessing,  some  use  in  an  occasional 
survey,  rather  as  from  without  than  from  within,  of 
the  great  blessing  which  He  has  given  us  in  His 
Son's  teaching.  If  it  should  lead  any  one  of  us  to  a 
.  more  earnest  and  constant  study  of  his  Bible,  it  will 
not  have  been  thrown  away.  If  it  reminds  any  one 
of  us  that  what  he  is  to  look  for,  in  his  use  of  Christ's 
words,  is,  not  sudden  but  gradual  illumination,  not 
express  direction  for  a  particular  case  of  doubt,  but 
rather  the  information  of  his  conscience  and  the  re^- 
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Sebmov   lation  of  his  heart  so  that  he  shall  be  able,  imder  the 
teaching  of  the  Holy  Spuit,  to  judge  rightly  for  him* 


self  when  the  special  occasion  arises ;  if  it  should 
impress  upon  any  mind  in  this  aggregation  the 
affecting  sentence  read  as  the  text  of  my  sermon,  in 
which  onr  Lord,  in  answer  to  a  natnial  but  ignmrant 
remark  as  to  the  blessedness  of  one  who  had  held  to 
Him  a  near  earthly  relation,  tamed  the  thought  into 
a  truer  and  a  more  practical  channel  by  saying.  Yea 
ratter,  blessed  are  they  that  hear^  as  all  may  hear,  iks 
word  of  God^  and  Iceep  it;  we  shall  have  no  cause  to 
regret  the  time  spent  in  listening  to  the  words  now 
spoken,  however  small  a  part  of  the  great  subject 
may  have  been  touched  upon,  or  however  cold  and 
feeble  the  language  in  which  it  has  been  embodied. 

But  O,  my  brethren,  let  us  all  lay  to  heart  these 
two  concluding  words. 

L  The  word  of  Christ  must  never  be  dissociated 
in  our  thoughts  ifrom  Christ  the  Word  The  Bible 
itself  will  profit  us  nothing,  unless  we  not  only  read 
it  as  from  Christ,  but  also  read  it  in  Christ ;  read  it 
as  those  who  belong  to  Him,  as  those  whom  He  has 
taken  for  His  own  redeemed  and  for  His  own  dis- 
ciples and  servants,  and  whose  life,  and  hope,  and 
Saviour,  and  Lord,  He  Himself  is. 

ii.  Lastly,  the  word  of  Christ  can  only  really  act 

Bom.Tiii.9.  upon  US  through  the  Spirit  of  Christ.     If  any  man 

have  not  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  he  is  none  of  His.     And 
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in  each  particular  instance,  whether  of  learning  or  of  Sermon 
acting,  it  is  the  Holy  Spirit  within  who  can  alone  -J^    _ 
make   the   one  profitable   or  the  other  consistent. 
Whenever  the  Holy   Spirit  is  honoured,  Christ  is 
honoured.    Whenever  the  Holy  Spirit  is  left  out  of 
our  thoughts,  in  public  or  in  private,  Christ  is  forgot- 
ten.   Throtigh  Christ  we  both  have  access  hy  one  Spirit  Eph.  ii  18. 
unto   the  Father,     Built  upon  the  foundation  of  the 
Apostles  and  Prophets,  Jesus    Christ  Himself  being 
the  chiff  comer  stone  :  in  whom  all  the  building^  fitly 
framed  together^  groweth  unto  an  holy  temple  in  the 
Lord:  in  whom  ye  also  are  builded  together  for  an 
habitation  of  God  through  the  Spirit. 


SERMON  XI. 


THE  ELDEE  TO  THE  ELECT  LADY. 


THE  SECOND  EPISTLE  OF  ST.  JOHN. 

1  The  elder  to  an  elect  lady  and  her  children,  wham  I  lave 
in  truth ;  and  not  I  only,  hU  also  all  who  know  the  truth ; 

2  because  of  tht  truth  which  abides  in  us,  and  which  shall  he 

3  vjith  us  for  ever.  There  shall  he  with  you  grace,  mercy, 
peace,  from  God  the  FaJther,  and  from  Jesus  Christ  the  Son 

4  of  the  Father,  in  truth  and  love,  I  am  greatly  rejoiced, 
hecause  I  have  found  some  of  thy  children  walking  in  truth, 

5  even  as  we  received  commandment  from  the  FaJther,  And 
now  I  heseech  thee,  lady,  not  as  ivriting  thee  a  new  command- 
merit,  hut  that  which  we  had  from  the  beginning,  that  we 

6  hve  one  another.  And  thai  lave  is  this,  that  we  walk 
according  to  His  commandments.  This  is  the  commandment, 
even  as  ye  heard  from  the  beginning,  that  ye  VHjUk  in  it 

7  Becavse  many  deceivers  went  out  into  the  world,  who  confess 
not  Jesus  Christ  coming  in  flesh  :  this  is  the  deceiver  and 

8  the  antichrist  Look  to  yourselves,  that  ye  may  not  lose  the 
things  which  ye  vrrought,  but  that  ye  may  receive  a  full 

9  reward.  Every  one  who  goes  forward,  and  abides  not  in  the 
teaching  of  Christ,  has  not  God:    he  who  abides  in  that 

10  teaching  has  both  the  Son  and  the  Father,  If  any  one 
covnes  to  you,  and  brings  not  this  teaching,  receive  him  not 

11  into  a  hovM,  and  bid  him  not  welcome :  for  he  who  bids 

12  him  welcome  partakes  in  his  evil  deeds.  Though  I  might 
write  many  things  to  you,  I  do  not  vnsh  to  do  so  by  means 
of  paper  and  ink :  but  I  hope  to  come  to  you,  and  to  talk 

13  face  to  face,  that  our  joy  may  be  fulfilled.  The  children  of 
thine  elect  sister  greet  thee. 


SERMON  XI. 


THE  ELDER  TO  THE  ELECT  LADY. 


2  John  8. 

Look  to  younelves,  thai  we  lose  not  thoie  things  which  we  have  wrought, 

hut  that  we  receive  a  full  rewa/rd. 


I  BROUGHT  before  you  last   Sunday  morning  a    Sermon 

brief  and  private  letter  from  St.  Paul  to  one  of  his '. — 

converts.  I  desired  to  realize  to  you  the  idea 
of  one  of  these  Apostolical  writings  as  it  first 
came  from  the  pen  of  its  author.  I  desired,  if  I 
might  so  express  it,  to  translate  an  Epistle  into  a 
letter ;  to  get  rid  of  its  more  formal  aspect,  and  to 
present  it  in  its  more  natural  and  original  character ; 
hoping  thus  to  assist  you,  if  it  were  but  in  the 
sUghtest  degree,  in  reading  the  various  portions  of 
the  Word  of  God  with  greater  intelligence  and  greater 
interest,  as  at  once  Divine  and  human;  human, 
in  reference  to  the  circumstances  and  mind  of  the 
writer ;  Divine,  in  reference  to  the  Providence  which 
occasioned,  and  to  the  inspiration  which  breathed 
in  each. 

02 
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Sermon        To-dav  I  have  selected  with  the  same  view  one 

XI.  .     , 

'- —  of  the   similar  writings    of   another  Apostle ;    the 

second  Epistle  of  St.  John.  I  shall  enter  into  none 
of  those  questions,  as  to  the  author,  and  as  to  the 
person  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  which  are  at  all 
times  more  ingenious  than  profitable,  and  which, 
here  certainly,  would  be  entirely  out  of  place.  We 
can  quite  understand  that  an  Epistle  so  brief,  and 
containing  so  little  apparently  of  new  matter,  might 
have  been  longer  in  winning  its  way  to  general  use, 
or  even  general  acceptance,  in  the  Church,  than  one 
of  the  obviously  commanding  importance  which 
attaches  to  St.  John's  first  Epistle.  And  yet,  none 
the  less,  when  time  had  been  given,  first  for  wider 
circulation,  and  then  for  closer  examination  and 
enquiry,  it  may  have  taken  its  place  amongst  the 
true  treasures  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  as  the  genuine 
work  of  an  Apostle's  hand,  a  genuine  expression 
of  the  mind  of  that  Divine  Spirit  which  illuminated, 
pervaded,  and  guided,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Church, 
each  one  of  those  on  whom  Jesus  after  His  resurrec- 
John  XX.     tion  had  breathed,  sayingy  Receive  ye  the  Holy  Ghost, 

22 

Verse  1.  The  elder,  then,  to  an  elect  lady  and  her  children. 

It  is  in  the  manner  of  St.  John  to  speak  of  himself 

John  xix.  otherwise  than  by  name.     In  his  Gospel,  when  he 

2o.  XX.  A. 

XXL  7, 20.  has  occasion  to  speak  of  himself,  it  is  as  the  disciple 

John  xviii. 

16.  XX. 3,  whom  Jesus  loved ;   that  other  disciple;   the  disciple 
.Tr^ha  xrl  which  testijleth  of  these  things  and  torote  these  things. 
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In  his  first  Epistle  there  is  no  mention  of  the  name    Sermon 
of  the  writer.      Here  he  describes  himself  as   the '- — 


elder ;  just  as  St.  Peter,  in  his  first  Epistle,  says, 

The  elders  which  are  among  you  I  exhort^  who  am  1  Pet  v.  1. 

also  an  elder ^  and  a  witness  of  the  sufferings  of  Christ, 

It  was  a  lower  title  than  his  highest  of  all ;  but,  in 

a  mixed  sense,  as  denoting  partly  his  actual  age,  and 

partly  his  general  ministerial  character,  by  no  means 

inappropriate  even  to  an  Apostle,  and  carrying  with 

it  a  peculiar  force,  of  humility  and  of  tenderness, 

which  perhaps  no  other  title  could  have  conveyed. 

The  elder  to  an  elect  {select^  or  excellent)  lady  and 
her  children.  An  elect  lady.  Either  of  the  two  terms 
which  I  have  thus  rendered  has  been  taken  by  some 
persons  as  a  proper  name.  But  I  have  already  said 
that  I  should  not  dwell  on  a  point  so  doubtful,  I 
might  almost  say,  so  trifling.  Nor  shall  I  allude 
farther  to  another  interpretation,  which  makes  the 
expression  denote,  not  a  person,  but  a  Church  or 
congregation.  After  many  such  discussions,  we 
shall  return,  I  think,  in  the  end,  and  with  a  sense  of 
great  satisfaction,  to  the  familiar  words,  associated,  I 
can  well  believe,  in  some  of  your  minds,  with  the 
evening  services  of  the  last  days  of  the  year.  The 
elder  to  the  elect  lady  and  her  children^  whom  I  love 
in  truthy  and  not  I  only,  but  also  all  who  know  the 
trtUh,  The  eminent  character  of  the  person  addressed 
was  a  matter,  St  John  says,  of  general  and  thankful 


198  THE  ELDER  TO  THE  ELECT  LADY. 

Sehmon    recognition   amongst  the  Christian  communities  of 
the  time.     For  ike  trutKs  sake  which,  dweHeth  in  us^ 


Veru  2. 

and  (which)  shall  be  with  us  for  ever.  The  ground  of 
Christian  love  is  the  common  possession  of  Christian 
truth.  Christian  love  is  not  mere  benevolence.  It  is 
not  a  merely  natural  feeUng  of  good  will  towards  aU 
men.  It  is  founded  on  something ;  something  certain 
and  something  definite.     And  that  "something"  is 

Jobnxiv.6.  the  truth ;  Christ,  who  calls  Himself  the  Truth;  and 
the  revelation  of  Christ,  which  embodies  that  truth. 
That  truth,  St.  John  adds,  is  a  permanent  possession. 
It  will  he  with  U3  for  ever.  Death  itself  will  not  rob 
us  of  it.  Therefore  is  it  that  Christian  love,  or 
charity,  also  is  indestructible.      It  is  founded  upon 

Verse  8.      a  rocL     Grace,  mercy  ^  and  peace  he  (or,  shall  he)  with 

you;  gracCy  spontaneous  favour ;  mercy ^  kindness  to 
the  undeserving  and  the  lost ;  andpeace^  comfort  and 
repose  of  mind  in  the  sense  of  that  mercy ;  from  Ood 
the  Father,  and  from  Jesus  Christ  the  Son  of  the 
Father,  in  truth  and  love.    The  last  words  may  remind 

John  i.  17.  us  of  thosc  in  the  opening  of  St  John's  Gospel ;  grace 
and  truth  came  hy  Jesus  Christ :  the  gifts  of  God  in 
Christ  to  those  who  believe  are  all  given  in  trvJth ; 
that  is,  in  reality,  and  without  vacillation  or  pretence ; 
and  in  love,  as  their  source  and  spring. 

Verw  4.  And  now  we  reach  the  subject  of  the  letter.     / 

am  greatly  rejoiced^  hecause  I  have  found  some  of  thy 
children  walking  in  truth,  according  as  we  received 
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cammandmeni  from  the  FaAer.     It  is  a  letter  of   Ssrmoit 
congratolatioii  to  a  Christian  parent  on  the  consistent 


eonduct  of  some  of  her  children  who  had  lately  come 
under  the  observation  of  the  Apostle.  Let  ns,  he 
says,  exchange  an  affectionate  congratulation  on 
such  a  canse  of  rejoicing.  And  let  it  call  forth  and 
increase  in  ns  a  spirit  of  genuine  love.  And  now  I  Vene  5. 
beseech  thee^  lady,  not  as  if  I  were  writing  thee  a  new 
command^  hut  only  that  which  we  had  from  theftrst^ 
from  the  very  days  when  Christ  was  amongst  us  on 
earth ;  that  we  love  one  another.  And  this  love  is 
not  a  matter  of  feeling  only.  Nor  is  it  a  thing  by 
itself  It  is  a  practical  love  of  which  I  speak ;  and 
it  is  only  another  side,  as  it  were,  of  the  love  of 
God.  And  that  love  is  this,  that  we  walk  according  to  Vene  6. 
His  commandments,  the  conmiands  of  the  Father. 
And  what  are  these  ?  Nothing  new.  This  is  the  com- 
mandment, even  as  ye  heard  from  the  first,  that  ye  walk 
in  it,  in  the  original  conmiand.  Not  a  new  command, 
I  say ;  and  yet  the  necessity  of  attention  to  it  is  not 
on  that  account  the  less  urgent  There  is  great 
cause  for  it  For  many  deceivers  toent  out,  are  gone  Vene  7. 
forth,  into  the  world,  who  confess  not  Jesus  Christ 
coming  in  flesh  ;  persons  who  deny  the  real  incarna- 
tion of  Jesus  Christ ;  persons  who  deny  the  simple 
humanity  of  Christ,  and  talk  of  Him  (as  different 
schools  of  false  doctrine  did  in  those  days)  as  a  mere 
emanation,  perhaps,  from  the  Divinity;    or  else  as 
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Sermon    having  only  seemed  to  do  and  to  suffer,  to  be  bom 

and  to  die ;  thus,  in  either  case,  losing  all  hold  upon 

plain  tangible  realities,  and  wandering  into  ideal 
and  fantastic  regions  in  which  there  is  no  resting- 
place  for  mind  or  heart  or  soul.  Such  were  some 
of  the  early  corruptions  of  the  simplicity  of  the  faith. 
This,  St.  John  says,  is  the  deceiver  and  the  antichrist. 
This  doctrine,  which  would  rob  us  of  the  human 
nature  of  Christ ;  and  with  it  of  His  sacrifice,  and 
of  His  sympathy,  and  of  His  union  with  man ;  and 
with  it  of  all  sense  of  truthfulness  and  simplicity  and 
reality  in  God's  dealings  with  us  for  our  redemption 
and  salvation ;  is,  indeed,  by  comparison  with  every 
other  form  of  error,  worthy  to  be  called  the  deceiver 
of  man,  and  the  enemy  of  Christ, 
Verte  8.  And  yet,   he   adds,  however  grievous,    however 

fatal,  this  form  of  error  has  an  attractive  side.  Talce 
heed  therefore  to  yourselves — to  thyself  and  thine — 
that  ye  may  not  lose  the  things  which  ye  once  torought^ 
hut  that  ye  may  receive  a  fuU  reward.  Do  not 
forfeit,  by  turning  aside  now,  the  fruits  of  former 
Vei'K  9.  service.  Every  one  who  transgresseth ;  more  exactly, 
every  one  who  leads  on^  or  goes  forward,  instead  of 
resting  within  the  limits  of  the  truth ;  every  one  who 
thus  errs,  thus  misleads,  and  ahideth  not  in  Hie 
teaxihing  of  Christ,  hath  not  God:  he  who  ahideth  in 
teaching  hath  both  the  Son  and  the  Father,  To 
part  with  Christy  the  true  Christ,  Christ  as  He  is 
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revealed  to  us  in  simplicity,  is,  to  part  with  Groi    Sermos 
Do  not  suppose  that  you  can  err,  for  example,  about '- — 


the  true  nature  of  your  Saviour,  and  yet  retain  your 
God :  it  is  only  through  Christ  that  you  can  come 
to  God :  it  is  in  Christ  that  God  is  made  known  to 
you :  therefore,  if  you  lose  Christ,  you  lose  God  also, 
and,  if  you  retain  Christ,  you  retain  also  the  Father 
with  Him. 

And  therefore  you  are  called  to  decision,  to  plain 
speaking  and  downright  acting,  on  a  point  so  vital 
y  any  one  comes  to  youy  and  brings  not  this  true  Vene  lO. 
teaching^  receive  him  not  into  a  hotise^  and  hid  him 
not  welcome :  for  he  that  biddeth  him  welcome  par^  Vene  li. 
taketh  in  his  evil  deeds.  Be  quite  sure  that  doctrine 
will  always  react  upon  conduct.  A  man  who  is 
teaching  a  visionary,  a  delusive,  a  Mse  Christ,  is 
sinning  as  much  against  Christian  practice  as  against 
Christian  truth.  Therefore  take  heed  lest  in 
admitting  him  to  your  company  you  be  drawn  on 
to  imitate,  as  you  certainly  will  be  encouraging,  an 
unchristian  and  a  sinful  life. 

Though  I  might  write  many  things  to  you^  I  do  Vene  12. 
not  wish  to  do  so  hy  means  of  paper  and  ink ;  hut 
I  hope  to  come  to  you,  and  to  talk  face  toface,  that  our 
Joy  may  he  fulfilled ;  that  we  may  enjoy  to  the 
full  the  happiness  of  a  Christian  converse.  The  Vene  13. 
children  of  thine  elect  {select  or  excellent)  sister  greet 
thee. 
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Sermon        Some  of  the  more  general  remarks  which  I  might 
'- —  have  wished  to  make  upon  this  Epistle  were  antici* 


pated  last  Sunday.  But  the  Word  of  Grod,  even  in 
its  smallest  and  least  marked  portions^  is  a  living 
spring  of  thought  and  counsel :  we  shall  not  be  the 
poorer  to-day  for  our  use  of  it  yesterday. 

1.  Bemark,  in  passing,  first  of  all,  that  this  letter 
is  addressed  to  a  Christian  woman. 

OaL  iil  28.  In  Christ  JesuSy  St.  Paul  said,  there  is  neither  male 
nor  female.  Men  and  women  alike  share  in  the  help 
and  hope  of  the  GospeL  What  pains  did  Christ 
Himself  take,  upon  earth,  to  show  that  this  was  His 
pxirpose.     He  disdained  not  to  be  found  by  His  dis- 

John  iv.27.  ciples  talking  with  a  woman  ;  bringing  her  to  the 
knowledge  of  herself,  and  so  to  the  knowledge  of 
Him.  Some  of  His  most  consolatory  words  on  earth, 
some  of  His  most  wonderful  acts  on  earth,  were  ad- 
dressed to,  or  done  for,   women.      Upon  the  cross, 

John  xix.  His  last  earthly  thought  was  for  a  woman :  Behold 
thy  mother.  And,  although  the  ordinary  language  of 
a  mixed  congregation,  whether  as  addressed  by  its 
minister,  or  in  its  own  addresses  to  God,  must  necea- 
sarily  be,  in  outward  form,  suggestive  of  the  idea  of 
a  congregation  of  men,  yet  it  is  wisely  ordered  that 
one  portion  of  the  daily  service  should  be  borrowed 

Luke  i.  48.  from  the  words  of  a  woman — He  hath  regarded  the 
lowliness  of  His  handmaiden — and  that  that  which  is 
always  implied  should  thus  sometimes  be  expressed. 


THE  ELDER  TO  THE  ELECT  LADY.  203 

that  a  Christian  woman  is  as  honourable  in  the  si&'ht    Sebmon 
of  God  as  a  Christian  man ;  her  wants,  no  less  than  _^^ 
his,  cared  for ;  her  anxieties  shared,  her  sorrows  borne, 
her  sins  forgiven,  her  services  accepted,  by  the  common 
Creator  and  Redeemer  and  Sanctifier  of  the  whole 
race  of  man. 

2.  Again,  we  learn  from  this  letter  what  vital 
error  is. 

We  have  often  had  occasion  to  remark  how  great  a 
readiness  there  is  in  our  days  to  make  men  offenders 
for  a  word.  It  adds  much  to  the  difficulties  of  a 
Christian  teacher,  that  he  has  to  be  so  constantly  on 
his  guard  against  perverse  as  well  as  reasonable  mis- 
apprehensions of  his  statements  of  doctrine.  And  I 
am  afraid  it  sometimes  tempts  a  man  to  repeat 
with  a  wearisome  exactness  what  may  be  called  the 
stereotyped  forms  (on  certain  subjects)  of  theological 
precision,  instead  of  infusing  a  new  life  into  them  by 
drawing  fresh,  with  however  careful  a  hand,  from  the 
well-spring  of  his  own  deep  feeling  and  experience. 
God  forbid  that  we  should  any  of  us  be  indifferent  to 
the  accuracy,  as  well  as  the  force,  of  our  enunciations 
of  His  truth.  But  I  cannot  refrain  from  turning 
sometimes  with  relief  to  those  tests  of  true  and  false 
doctrine  which  are  furnished  to  us  in  the  inspired 
Word  itself.  With  one,  if  one,  exception,  how  far 
less  fearftil  are  the  deviations  from  what  we  believe 
to  be  the  true  doctrine,  amongst  persons  calling  them- 
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Sermon    selves  Christians  in  our  days,  than  they  were  in  the 
'- —  days  of  the  Apostle  whose  words  are  now  before  us. 


Differences  about  Church  discipline,  about  the  proper 
age  for  Baptism,  about  the  amount  of  blessing  to  be 
looked  for  in  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper, 
about  the  lawfulness  or  the  duty  of  confessing  sins  to 
human  advisers ;  how  small  do  such  questions  appear 
when  we  place  them  side  by  side  with  that  kind  of 
error  to  which  St.  John  applies  the  language  of  con- 
demnation here !  Both  here  and  elsewhere  he  gives 
this  as  the  test  of  true  or  false  doctrine  in  its  highest 
iJohn  iv.2.  sense,  Every  spirit  that  confesseth  that  Jestis  Christ  is 
come  in  the  flesh,  is  of  God ;  and  every  spirit  that  con^ 
fesseth  not  that  Jesus  Christ  is  come  in  the  fl^esh^  is 
not  of  God .  .  .  hereby  know  we  the  spirit  of  truth 
and  the  spirit  of  error.  My  brethren,  we  may  be  a 
little  more  charitable  than  we  are,  without  any  risk  of 
injury  to  the  cause  of  truth.  Those  whom  we  con- 
demn have  not  yet  reached  the  point  of  denying  or 
doubting  the  proper  humanity,  no,  nor  the  true 
Divinity,  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 
Within  those  limits,  let  us  not  be  indifferent,  but  let 
us  not  be  cruel.  Let  us  hold  fast  that  which  is  true, 
but  let  us  also  hope  something  with  regard  to  persons 
who  on  minor  points  may  be  in  error. 

3.  Not  wholly  unconnected  with  this  is  another 
remark  suggested  by  this  second  Epistle  of  St.  John, 
as  to  the  simplicity  of  the  Christian  life.     This  is  love, 
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that  toe  walk  after  His  commandments:   this  is  the    Sermon 

.     .                XL 
co7nmandment,  thcU,  as  ye  heard  from  the  beginning^  ye 

should  v>dOc  in  it. 

My  brethren,  some  of  us  are  always  on  the  look  out 
for  **  new  commandments ;"  fancying  that,  unless  they 
do  this  or  that,  they  cannot  be  Christians ;  distract- 
ing themselves  with  questions  of  difficult  duty,  or 
inventing  for  themselves  novel  and  untried  methods 
of  service.  St  John's  advice  is  very  different.  He 
says  to  us,  You  all  know  what  is  right.  Love  to 
God,  and  love  to  man,  these  are  the  old  command- 
ments, and  these  also  are  the  new  commandments: 
there  are  none  other.  O,  if  there  were  such  a  heart  in 
you,  as  to  desire  to  know  God's  will  that  you  might 
do  it,  be  assured  His  will  is  very  near  you ;  nothing 
abstruse,  nothing  intricate,  nothing  (by  His  help)  so 
very  difficult ;  only  that  you  love  Him  with  all  your 
heart,  and  for  His  sake  love  all  men  also.  0,  my 
brethren,  when  we  go  astray,  it  is  not  through  the 
difficulty,  but  rather  through  the  very  simplicity,  of 
God's  commands.  We  think  there  must  be  some- 
ching  more,  something  beyond,  something  kept  back : 
we  do  not  go  forward  with  a  trusting  heart  into  the 
little  trivial  duties  of  this  day's  life,  but  are  rather 
looking  this  way  and  that  to  see  who  will  bid  us  do 
some  great  thing;  something  which  shall  be  all 
heavenly,  all  for  God ;  and  missing  meanwhile  that 
real  presence,  which  is  ever  with  him  that  is  of  Ob 
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Skbmon   humble  spirit,  willing  to  abide  vnth  God  in  the  very 
calling^  whatever  it  be,  wherein  he  toas  called  to  be  a 


1  Cor.  vii. 

24.         Christian,     Surely  the  Lord  is  in  this  place^  and  I 
la.         knew  it  not.  •  .  •  This,  the  common  home,  this^  the 
trivial  dutj^  this  is  none  other  than  the  house  of  Chd, 
and  this  is  the  gale  of  heaven. 

4.  There  is  a  fourth  point  suggested  throughout 
the  Epistle,  and  more  especially  by  the  verse  read  as 
the  text :  the  constant  danger  of  drawing  back.  Look  to 
yourselves,  that  ye  lose  not  the  things  which  ye  have 
wr ought y  hut  that  ye  receive  a  fall  reward* 

Look  to  yourselves:  there  is  danger  then.  Those 
things  which  ye  have  wrought  ^  that  is,  the  exertions 
of  past  days  and  years  in  the  Christian  life.  Thxxt  ye 
lose  not  these :  then  if  we  turn  away,  or  turn  aside, 
from  Christ  at  last,  all  that  has  gone  before  will  be 
vitiated  and  destroyed.    It  is  just  as  Ezekiel  said  of 

Ezek.xviiL  old.  When  the  righteous  turneth  away  from  his 
righteousness,  and  committeth  iniquity  . .  .  all  his 
righteousness  that  he  hath  done  shall  not  be  mentioned/ 
in  his  trespass  that  he  hath  trespassed,  and  in  his  sin 
that  he  hath  sinned,  in  them  shall  he  die.     And  it  is 

Gal.  iii.  4.  as  St.  Paul  wrote  too  to  the  Galatians,  Have  ye  auf* 
fered  so  many  things  in  vain  ?  if  it  he  yet  in  vain* 

MarkiT.i7.  Did  ye  undergo  affliction  and  persecution  once  for  the 
word's  sake,  and  are  ye  now  offended  ?  But  that  ye 
receive  a  full  reward.  I  know  not  that  the  hope  of 
a  reward,  in  the  common  sense  of  that  term,  exercises 


THE  ELDER  TO  THE   ELECT  LADY.  207 

much  influence   upon  Christian  minds.     We  think    Sermon 

IX. 
rather,  and  must  think,  of  safety.     If  we  can  only '. — 


have  our  lives  given  us  for  a  prey ;  if  we  can  only  be  Jer.  xlv.  5. 
saved,  though  it  be  as  through  fire;  it  is  all  that  we  care  iCor.iii.i6. 
about,  for  ourselves.  Still  we  know  that  the  figure  of 
a  reward,  as  that  of  a  prize,  of  a  crown,  of  a  throne,  of 
commendation  and  praise,  of  authority  and  dominion, 
is  used  in  the  Scriptures  with  reference  to  the  awards 
of  the  great  day.  And,  taking  all  these  in  their  very 
simplest  and  most  certain  sense,  as  promises  of 
admission  into  full  communion  with  God  Himself, 
into  the  sight  of  Christ,  into  the  comfort  and  joy  of 
a  rest  found,  of  a  haven  won,  of  dangers  for  ever 
escaped,  of  unspeakable  happiness  finally  attained, 
there  is  no  one  who  can  be  insensible  to  the  force  of 
the  appeal,  that  we  take  care  not  to  forfeit  the  past, 
that  we  take  care  not  to  miss  the  fiill  recompense  of 
the  reward. 

And  how  anxiously  does  St.  John  here  press  upon 
us  the  peril  of  doing  so  I  0  how  easy  it  is  to  become 
weary  of  well  doing !  0  how  easy  to  be  daunted  by 
the  discovery,  made  ever  more  and  more,  of  the  cor- 
ruption within,  which  has  to  be  mortified,  transformed, 
eradicated !  0  how  discouraging  the  opposition,  the 
coldness,  and  still  more  (in  these  days)  the  deadening 
acquiescence,  of  those  who  surround  us,  of  our  friends, 
of  our  own  household  1  O  how  tempting,  oftentimes, 
the  offer  of  the  world,  if  we  will  only  cast  in  our  lot 
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Sermoh   with  it,  of  ease,  of  honour,  of  advancement,  of  fame ! 

XI. 

'- —  And  O,  still  more,  how  insidious  the  snares  spread 


for  us  by  the  tempter  within  ;  the  little  cloud,  even 
as  a  man's  hand,  rising  out  of  the  sea  of  human 
nature  in  some  unexpected  and  unsuspected  quarter, 
and  destined,  before  we  are  aware,  to  overwhelm  the 
whole  heart  with  a  perfect  tempest  of  sinful  passion ! 
These  causes^  and  a  thousand  others,  well  explain  the 
anxiety  of  the  holy  Apostle ;  the  earnest  caution  to 
be  ever  looking  well  to  ourselves,  lest  by  going  back 
Johnvi.66.  from  Christ  after  walking  with  Him,  we  should  lose 
even  those  things  which  have  been  wrought  for  Him, 
and  miss  the  attainment  of  our  full  reward. 

5.  I  add  a  fifth  and  last  observation  upon  the 
Epistle  before  us  :  that  it  shows  us  what  Christ  Him- 
self is  in  the  Christian  scheme.  JSe  that  dbideth  not  in 
the  teaching  of  Christ  hath  not  God :  he  that  abideth 
in  that  teaching  hath  both  the  Son  and  the  Father, 

To  many  of  us,  my  brethren,  I  greatly  fear  that 
Christ  is  not  thus  the  sum  of  Christianity.  It  is  only  in 
dai'k  days  that  we  turn  to  Him  as  being  Himself  the 
Gospel.  It  is  only  when  the  sense  of  sin  lies  veiy 
heavy  upon  us,  that  the  liamb  of  God  who  takes 
away  the  sin  of  the  world  stands  out  before  us  as  the 
head  and  the  front,  the  first  and  midst  and  last,  of 
all  God's  revelations.  At  other  times,  beyond  a 
general  trust  in  God's  mercy  through  Christ,  a  correct 
doctrine  of  the  Atonement,  and  some  reverence  for 
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His  great  example,  we  live  on  from  day  to  day  much    Sermon 
as  we  should  have  done  if  Christ  had  never  come    —  - 
in  the  flesh,  had  never  died  and  never  risen.     My 
"brethren,  this  ought  not  so  to  be.     This  was  not  so 
in  the  first  days  of  the  Church  ;  the  days  of  St.  Paul, 
the  days  of  St.  John.     Then,  though  He  was  no 
more  upon  earth  than  He  is  now,  yet  Christ  was  a 
living  Person  to  His  disciples,  and  to  be  a  Christian 
was  to  love  Him.     Then,  to  live  was  Christ.     Then,  i  pet.  i.  8. 
to  live  was  to  live  by  faith  in  the  Son  of  God  who  Gal.  il.  20! 
loved,  not  the  world  only,  but  each  one  Himself; 
loved  him,  and  gave  Himself  for  him.     Then,  to  be 
faithful  was  to  abide  in  Him.     Then,  to  die  was  to  1  John  ii. 

28 

depart  and  to  be  with  Christ — known  and  felt  to  be  phii.  i.  23. 
far  better  than  to  live  here  away  from  Him.    Whether  2  Cor.  v.  6. 
we  live,  we  live  unto  the  Lord  :  and  whether  we  dte,  we  Rom.xiv.  8. 
die  unto  the  Lord:  tchether  we  live  therefore  or  die,  tee 
are  the  Lord^s.     For  to  this  end  Christ  both  died  and 
rose  and  revived,  that  He  might  he  Lord  both  of  the 
dead  and'  living. 


SERMON  XII. 


THE  EFFICACY  OF  THE  BLOOD  OF  CHRIST. 


P  2 


EPISTLE  FOR  THE  FIFTH  SUNDAY  IN  LENT. 

Hebrews  ix.  11 — 16. 

11  But  Christy  having  appeared,  a  high  priest  of  the  good 
things  that  were  to  coTne,  through  the  greater  and  more  per- 
fect tabernacle,  not  made  wUh  hands,  that  is,  not  of  this 

12  creation,  nor  yet  hy  blood  of  goats  and  calves,  but  by  His  own 
blood,  entered  once  for  all  into  the  holy  place,  having  obtained 

13  an  eternal  ransoming.  For  if  the  blood  of  goats  and  halls, 
and  ashes  of  a  heifer  sprinkling  those  who  have  been  defiled, 

14  sanctifieth  for  the  purity  of  the  flesh  ;  how  much  more  shadl 
the  blood  of  Christ,  who  through  the  eternal  Spirit  offered 
Himself  faultless  unto  God,  purify  our  conscierice  from  dead 

15  works  that  we  mxiy  serve  a  living  God  ?  And  for  this  cause 
He  is  the  Mediator  of  a  new  dispensation,  that,  death  having 
taken  place  unto  redemption  of  the  transgressions  which 
related  to  the  first  dispensation,  they  that  have  been  caUed 
may  receive  the  promise  of  the  eternal  inheritance. 


SERMON  XIIJ 


THE  EFFICACY  OF  THE  BLOOD  OF  CHRIST. 


Hebrews  ix.  14. 

How  much  more  shall  the  blood  of  Christ,  who  through  the  eternal 
Spirit  offered  Himself  vjithoiU  spot  to  Qod,  pwrge  yow  conscience 
from  dead  works  to  serve  the  living  Qodt 

I  CANNOT   turn  aside  from  that  deeply  instructive    Sermon 


passage  of  the  Word  of  God  which  is  selected  as  the 
Epistle  for  this  day.  Bather  would  I  bespeak  for  it 
your  closest  attention,  the  attention  at  once  of  the 
mind  and  of  the  heart — for  without  both  these  it  must 
remain  a  hidden  secret — while  I  endeavour  humbly 
and  patiently  to  unfold  to  you  its  meaning,  and  to 
draw  from  it  those  lessons  of  truth  which  it  is  so 
directly  calculated  to  convey. 

We  shall  have  no  time  to  bestow  upon  the  context 
of  the  passage,  or  upon  the  general  objects  of  the 
Epistle  from  which  it  is  taken.  I  may  say,  in  few 
words,  that  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  was  written 
in  the  near  prospect  of  that  last  crisis  by  which  the 

1  A  collection  was  made  after  this  Sermon  for  the  Scripture 
Readers'  Society. 


2i4  THE  EFTICACT  OF 

.Sermox    old  dispensation  was  brouo;lit,  in  God's  Providence, 

XIL 

to  a  compulsory  close.     Jemsalem  was  about  to  be 


LnkexxL   trodden    down  of  the  Grentiles,  as  it  was  written. 

24. 

Ordinances  of  local  worship  which  would  otherwise 
have  continued  in  force,  to  distract  and  to  mislead  the 
children  of  the  new  covenant,  were  to  be  shattered 
and  destroyed  by  the  stroke  of  Him  who  established 
them.  And  now,  when  that  event  happened,  what 
would  be  the  feelings  of  the  Christian  Israelite? 
Would  he  recognize,  as  he  ought  to  do,  the  proper 
and  orderly  withdrawal  of  the  shadow  because  the 
substance  was  come  ?  Would  he  say  to  himself,  The 
material  temple  is  gone,  but  the  spiritual  temple 
remains  to  me?  Would  he  say  to  himself.  The 
priesthood  of  Aaron  is  abolished,  but  the  priesthood 
of  ilelchisedec  shall  stand  fast  for  ever  ?  Would  he 
say  to  himself.  The  sacrifices  of  a  typical  expiation 
are  no  more  offered,  but  there  is  one  sacrifice,  once 
offered,  the  efficacy  of  which  is  indestructible  and 
eternal  ?  K  he  could  not  say  these  things,  and  say 
them  with  a  clear  conviction  and  a  confident  hope, 
there  was  every  reason  to  fear  lest,  in  that  last 
struggle  of  expiring  Judaism,  he  should  be  found 
casting  in  his  lot  with  the  enemies  of  Christ,  resisting 
alike  the  work  of  God's  Providence  and  the  express 
prediction  of  the  Divine  Master,  who  said,  when  He 
was  called  upon  to  observe  the  beauty  of  the  temple 
Matt  xxir.  ^j^^  j^g  surrounding  adornments,  When  ye  shall  see 
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the  abomination  of  desolation  ^   spoken   of  hy  Daniel    Sermon 

the  prophet,   stand  in   the  holy  plaice  .  .  .  then   let 

them  which  he  in  Judea,  not  join  the  standard  of  a 
false  and  fatal  patriotism,  but  rather  recognize  in  the 
sign  before  them  the  fulfilment  of  the  declared  purpose 
of  God,  and  flee  into  the  mountains,  where  they  may 
hide  themselves  for  a  little  season  until  the  storm  of 
that  vengeance  be  overpast. 

Now  it  was  to  answer  this  purpose  that  the  Epistle 
to  the  Hebrews  appears  to  have  been  written.  It 
consists  of  a  series  of  contrasts  between  what  the 
Mosaic  Law  had  of  comfort  and  of  glory,  and  what 
the  Gospel  offered  in  its  stead.  In  each  case  Christ 
is  presented  on  the  one  side,  and  on  the  other  the 
exalted  persons  or  the  magnificent  institutions  con- 
nected with  the  history  or  ritual  of  the  Levitical 
dispensation.  Christ,  and  the  Angels  amidst  whose 
agencies  on  Mount  Sinai  the  Law  was  promulgated  ; 
Christ,  and  Moses  the  lawgiver  and  mediator  of  that 
covenant ;  Christ,  and  the  Mosaic  tabernacle ;  Christ, 
and  the  Aaronic  priesthood ;  Christ,  and  the  Levitical 
sacrifices  ;  such  are  some  of  the  subdivisions  of  that 
great  argument  by  which  it  is  sought  to  establish 
the  faith  of  the  Christian  Israelite  in  the  superior,  the 
incomparable  value  of  that  which  he  has  over  that 
which  he  loses,  of  that  which  is  the  possession  of  the 
faithful,  over  that  which  was,  but  no  longer  can  be, 
the  possession  of  the  despiser  or  the  apostate. 
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Sermon        The  point  at  which  the  passage  now  before  us  is 
'- —  introduced  is  that  at  which  the  Mosaic  tabernacle  has 


been  brought  into  view,  with  its  accurate  and  signi* 
ficant  distribution  of  parts,  and  equipment  of  each 
part  with  its  proper  apparatus  of  service.  One  pecu- 
liar institution  has  been  referred  to— that  of  the  great 

LeT.xvi.2.  day  of  expiation  or  atonement.  On  one  day,  and 
on  one  day  only  throughout  the  whole  year,  the  high 
priest  alone  was  permitted  to  penetrate  within  the 
veil  which  hung  between  the  two  parts  of  the  taber^ 
nacle,  carrying  with  him  the  blood  of  slain  victims, 
which  he  sprinkled  before  the  mercy-seat  in  the  most 
holy  place,  in  typical  atonement  for  the  sins  of  the 
people  and  for  his  own.  Now  let  the  Hebrew  Chris- 
tian reflect  for  a  moment  on  that  which  the  Gospel 
offers  to  him  in  place  of  this  solemn  and  mysterious 
rite.  Was  he  asked  to  forego  that  comforting  hope 
which  must  have  glimmered,  to  a  thoughtful  and 
pious  mind,  in  this  annual  service  of  a  so-called  ex- 
piation? Listen  to  that  reality,  of  which  the  other 
was  but  a  shadowy  emblem. 

The  high  priest  went  once  a  year  within  the  veil, 
indicating  quite  as  much  of  exclusion  as  of  admission; 
an  exclusion  for  all  but  himself,  and  even  for  himself 
through  all  the  year  save  one  single  day ;  for  the  rest 
of  the  year,  and  for  all  but  himself,  a  rigid,  a  dis- 
couraging, an  all  but  hopeless  prohibition. 

Verse  11.        But  now  Christy  having  come^  having  appeared, 
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having  entered,  as  it  were,  on  the  scene :  His  whole    Sermon 
work  is  summed  up  in  one  single  act  of  manifestation; 


for  it  is  the  completed  work,  not  the  incarnation 
alone,  and  not  the  sacrifice  alone,  that  we  are  here  to 
take  into  view :  Christ,  having  appeared,  a  high  priest, 
not  of  typical  and  representative  rites,  but  of  the  good 
things  that  were  to  come  ;  introducing  and  realizing  to 
U8  those  spiritual  and  eternal  blessings  to  which  the 
Levitical  law  could  only  darkly  point  as  future ; 
ikraagh  the  greater  and  more  perfect  tabernacle,  one  not, 
like  the  Mosaic  tabernacle,  of  human  handiwork,  that 
is  to  say,  not  belonging  to  this  visible  creation  ;  nor  Verse  12. 
yei  hy  means  of  blood  of  goats  and  calves,  like  that 
which  the  high  priest  had  to  carry  with  him  on  the 
day  of  expiation  as  his  passport  into  God's  presence ; 
but  by  means  of  His  own  blood,  entered  in  once  for  all, 
not,  like  the  other,  with  an  annual  repetition  of  the 
act,  into  the  holy  plaice,  having  obtained  an  eternal 
ransoming  ;  not  a  temporary  expiation,  and  even  that 
but  ceremonial  and  external,  like  the  Mosaic  atone- 
ment which  has  been  described,  but  a  liberation  real, 
spiritual,  and  enduring,  yea  enduring  for  ever,  in 
behalf  of  all  that  believe. 

I  call  your  attention  for  a  moment,  before  we  pass 
on,  to  the  expression,  through  the  greater  and  more 
perfect  tabernacle.  It  depends  upon  the  word  entered 
in  below.  Christ  entered  into  the  most  holy  place, 
that  is,  into  the  very  presence  of   God  Himself, 
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Sermon    through  the  tabernacle ;  through  what  Is  called  in  an 
earlier  verse  the  first  tabema^cle,  the  holy  place,  by 


distinction  from  the  tabernacle  within  the  veil,  the 
holy  of  holies.  Just  as  the  high  priest  had  to  pass 
through  the  outer  division  of  the  tabernacle  before 
he  penetrated  within  the  veil  on  the  great  day  of 
Heb.iv.  14.  expiation,  so  Christ  passed  through  the  heavens 
(according  to  the  correct  rendering  of  the  passage 
to  which  I  refer)  into  the  highest  heaven  of  all, 
in  which  God  dwells.  And  this  outer  heaven,  if  we 
might  so  express  it,  is  described  as  greater  and  more 
perfect  than  the  earthly  tabernacle,  as  not  made  unA 
hands  like  it,  as  not  belonging  to  this  creation,  that  is,  to 
that  part  of  the  created  universe  which  belongs  to  man, 
or  of  which  the  human  senses  can  take  cognizance. 

By  means  of  His  own  blood.  The  blood  poured 
out  is,  as  elsewhere,  the  emblem  of  death.  It  is  in 
virtue  of  His  death,  as  the  final  and  completive  act 
of  His  life-long  sacrifice,  that  Christ  enters  the 
presence  of  God  for  us.  It  was  His  perfected 
sacrifice  which  gave  Him  redemption  for  us. 

And  lastly,  the  word  redemption  or  ransoming; 
deliverance  by  the  payment  of  a  ransom  ;  including 
the  three  ideas,  of  a  previous  captivity,  the  inter- 
position of  a  price  or  valuable  consideration,  and  the 
consequent  liberation  of  the  prisoner ;  is  one  of  the 
most  significant,  as  it  is  also  one  of  the  most  fi-equent, 
of  all  the  figures  by  which  the  work  of  Christ,  and 
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its  effect,  is  designated  for  our  instruction.    Let  us  be    Sermon 
quite  sure,  not  only  that  we  understand  its  import, 


but  that  we  also  ourselves  exemplify  it  in  all  its 
parts.  O  that  they  who  are  earnest  champions  of 
the  doctrine,  the  glorious  doctrine,  thus  embodied  in 
words,  might  also  sometimes  ask  themselves  whether, 
88  they  believe  in  the  ransom  paid,  so  also  they  are 
personally  delivered  by  its  interposition  from  that 
ehain  of  sin  and  self  from  which,  if  it  is  to  avail 
anything,  the  sacrifice  of  Christ  must  set  us  free. 

For  if  the  hhod  of  bulls  and  of  goats ^  and  ashes  Verse  13. 
ijf  a  heifer  sprinTcling  those  that  have  been  defiled — 
according  to  the  direction  of  the  Levitical  law  for  Num.xix.i. 
the  removal  of  pollution  arising  out  of  contact  with 
a  grave  or  a  dead  body — sanctifieth  for  the  purity  of 
tiie  flesh,  removes  defilement  so  far  as  it  is  external 
and  ceremonial ;  if,  in  other  words,  the  blood  or  the 
ashes  of  an  animal  could  by  God's  appointment  have 
a  certain  value  assigned  to  them  in  reference  to  the 
removal  of  an  outward  impediment  to  a  person's 
joining  in  His  outward  worship;  liow  much  more 
— ^it  is  an  argument  a  fortiori  as  we  call  it:  if 
an  animal's  blood  could  have  any  value  at  all  in 
relation  to  religious  matters  even  of  an  external 
kind,  how  much  more  shall  that  which  has  an 
intrinsic,  an  inestimable  worth,  avail  for  its  purpose, 
the  cleansing  of  a  soul — how  much  more  shall  the 
Hood  of  Christ,  who  by  means  of  the  eternal  Spirit 
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Sermon    offered  Himself  without  fault   to    God^  purify    our 

'- —  conscience  from  dead  works  that  toe  may  serve  a  living 

God? 

Some  part  of  the  difficulty  which  has  been  found 
in  the  interpretation  of  this  momentous  verse  has 
arisen,  I  think,  from  misapprehending  the  exact  force 
of  the  word  offered  as  here  employed.  It  has  been 
taken  for  granted  that  the  oflFering  spoken  of  is  the 
death  of  Christ ;  I  mean,  that  Christ  is  said  to  have 
offered  Himself  to  God  at  the  moment  when  He  died 
for  us  upon  the  cross.  But  in  reality  the  whole 
context  points  another  way.  It  is  not  the  moment 
of  His  death,  but  it  is  the  subsequent  presentation 
of  Himself  to  God  in  heaven  as  having  died  and 
risen  and  ascended,  which  is  here  spoken  of.  It  is 
this  in  the  antitype  which  corresponds  to  the  entrance 
of  the  high  priest  into  the  most  holy  place ;  not  to 
the  slaughter  of  the  victim,  but  to  the  subsequent 
carrying  of  the  blood  into  the  place  of  the  mercy-seat 
It  is  not  the  moment,  or  the  act,  of  Christ's  sacrifice, 
which  is  spoken  of;  but  His  entrance,  after  death, 
after  resurrection,  after  ascension,  upon  the  ever- 
lasting work  of  His  priesthood. 

And  thus  we  shall  arrive  at  a  simple  imderstanding 
of  the  words  through  the  eternal  Spirit,  I  should 
interpret  this  simply  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  And  a 
very  brief  reference  to  two  passages  of  the  Epistle  to 
the  Komans  will  clear  the  sense  in  a  moment.     In 
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one  of  these,  we  read  that  Christ  was  declared  to  be.    Sbrmon  . 

XIL 
was  defined  as,  the  Son  of  God  with  {in  the  exercise 


of)  power  according   to   the   Spirit    of  holiness    hy 

resurrection  from   the   dead.      The    resurrection    of 

Christ  proved  Him  to  be  the  Son  of  God ;  and  that 

lesurrection  itself  was  accomplished  by  the  operation 

of  the  Holy  Spirit.    According  to  a  further  statement 

in  the  other  passage  to  which  I  refer :  If  the  Spirit  Rom.  viii. 

of  Him  that  raised  Jesus  from  the  dead  dwells  in  you, 

He  who  raised  Christ  from  the  dead  will  at  the  last 

day  give  lije  to  your  mortal  bodies  also  (that  is,  as  well 

as  to  those  immortal  souls  which  are  already  in  this 

life  quickened)  hy  His  Spirit  that  dwelleth  in  you. 

The  Holy  Spirit,  who  is  there  expressly  said  to  be 

the  agent  of  the  future  resurrection  of  all  Christians, 

and  who  in  the  former  passage  is  spoken  of  as  the 

agent  of  the  resurrection  of  Christ,  is  here,  in  the 

words  now  before  us,  described  as  the  instrument  of 

that  presentation  of  Christ  Himself  to  God  which 

follows  upon  His  resurrection. 

Again,  the  blood  of  Christ  shall  purify  our 
conscience  from  dead  works.  Dead  works  are  the 
opposite  of  living  works.  They  are  the  works  which 
have  no  Divine  life  in  them.  They  are  the  acts  of 
one  who,  having  separated  himself  from  God,  either 
wholly  or  in  the  particular  instance,  cannot  please 
Him,  and  whose  best  works,  while  he  is  so,  have  the  Art.  xiii. 
nature  of  sin.     And  these  dead  works  are  reprea^Til^^ 
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.S£2xo3r    a3  lying  upon  the  conscienoe.  dragging  it  down  and 
deiilmg  it,  so  that  there  is  no  freedom  in  tlie 


wiirmu  no  coRScious  and  peacefal  intercoiirae  between 
the  aoul  and  &jd,  no  strength  tor  serrioe  because  no 
rdease  tDym  guilt.  For  such  a  state  the  remedj  here 
mentioned  is  the  onlj  medicine.  Tke  blood  of  Ckrui 
skaff.  pttrijy  oar  conscience  jrirom  dead  leorks  to  terre — 
and  the  expression  indicates  the  nature  of  that 
senrice;  sacrificial,  not  servile;  the  senrioe  of  a 
priest,  dedicating  his  lite,  and  ererj  act  of  that  life, 
to  Him  whose  he  is — to  serve  a  Uring  God,  Believe 
that  Christ  died  for  thee ;  believe  that  bv  that  death 
He  pat  awaj  sin,  even  thv  sin ;  and  in  the  strength 
of  that  fiaith  dismiss  the  irrevocable  past,  and  torn 
to  the  available  fdtare;  bv  one  act,  or  bv  repeated 
acts,  of  self-dedication  to  God,  take  up  the  priestty 
office,  whosoever  thou  art,  however  humble,  however 
sinful,  and  exercise  that  office  in  the  discharge,  as 
unto  God,  of  all  the  various  functions  of  thy  common 

1  r«?t  iL  4.  calling.  To  vchom  coming^  even  to  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  ye  also  (addressing  all  Christians)  are  built  up 
a  spiritual  house,  an  holy  priesthood^  to  offer  up 
spiritual  sacrifices^  acceptable  to  God  by  Jesus  Christ 

Vene  15.  And  for  this  cause,  because  He  has  thus  died  for 
us,  and  because  His  death  is  of  such  everlasting 
efficacy,  He  is  the  Mediator  of  a  new  dispensation, 
that,  death  having  taken  place,  unto  redemption,  for 
removal  bj  a  ransom^  of  the  transgressions  that  related 
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to  the  first  dispensation,  they  that  have  leen  called,    Sermon 

...  XII 

they  to  wliom  the  call  and  invitation  of  the  Gospel ' — 

has  come,  may  receive  the  promise  of  an  eternal 
inheritance.  A  very  few  words  of  explanation  are 
required  here. 

The  term  here  rendered  in  our  Version  testament, 
and  elsewhere  (as  by  many  persons  here  also)  covenant, 
properly  denotes  an  arrangement  or  disposition,  as  of 
property,  whether  by  deed  in  the  lifetime  of  the 
disposer,  or  by  will  at  his  death.  In  the  passage 
which  follows,  we  can  scarcely  doubt  that  the  latter 
notion,  that  of  a  testamentary  disposition,  is  at  least 
partly  involved.  The  same  word  in  the  original 
language  having  the  two  senses,  and  those  senses 
numing  very  naturally  into  each  other,  it  is  not 
surprising  that  there  should  be  a  less  clear  line  of 
demarcation  between  them  in  a  particular  passage 
than  would  have  been  naturally  introduced  in  our 
own  language.  The  word  dispensation  appears  to 
express,  more  nearly  than  any  other,  that  which  is 
the  fundamental  thought  in  the  Scriptural  use  of  the 
word  everywhere ;  namely,  a  disposition  or  arrange- 
ment of  God's  spiritual  blessings  to  man  according  to 
certain  terms,  whether  those,  for  example,  of  the  law 
of  Moses,  or  those  of  the  Gospel. 

When  we  read  that  the  death  of  Christ  took  place 
far  the  redemption  of  transgressions  relating  to  the  first 
dispensation,  we  are  not  to  suppose  that  it  was  not 
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Sebmon    also  designed  for  the  remission  of  sins  committed 

XII. 

'- —  under  the  second  or  Gospel  dispensation.    It  is  rather 

to  be  read  as  though  it  were,  even  for  the  redemption 
of  those  sins  which  were  committed  before  it  took 
place,  as  well  as,  more  obviously,  for  the  redemption 
of  those  for  the  pardon  of  which  it  could  be  pleaded 
as  an  accomplished  fact. 

And  lastly,  the  words,  might  receive  the  promiae  of 
eternal  inheritance,  mean,  might  receive  the  fulfilment 
of  that  promise ;  might  actually  enter,  now  by  faith, 
hereafter  in  possession,  into  that  eternal  inheritance 
which  God  has  promised  to  them  that  believe. 

Let  me  then  briefly  sum  up  to  you  the  great  and 
deeply  important  truths  contained  in  this  paragraph 
of  the  Epistle.     This  is  the  substance  of  it. 

/  spoke  of  an  earthly  tabernacle,  minutely  as  well 
as  .divinely  ordered,  by  which  the  Holy  Spirit  of 
God  typified  certain  revelations  before  they  were 
vouchsafed  in  their  fidness.  I  reminded  you  of 
one  imposing  rite  of  the  Mosaic  dispensatioriy  by 
which  the  high  priest  entered  once  a  year^  and  ono9 
only,  into  that  innermost  shrine  of  the  Uibemacle 
in  which  the  light  of  Ood^s  presence  shone  visibly 
displayed.  Let  me  remind  you  that  that  tahemade 
was  but  a  sign  of  one  greater,  more  perfect,  and  of  no 
human  workmanship.  TJie  holy  place  without  the  veil 
was  the  figure  of  that  lower  heaven  through  which  the 
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holy  placBj    that    within    the    mysterious    veil,    was    Sermon 
the  figure  of  that  heaven  of  heavens  in  which  we '- — 


aire  taught  to  conceive  of  God  Himself  as  in  a  more 
especial    manner  present    and   enthroned.    And  the 
high  priest  passing  through   the  veil  of  the  earthly 
tdbemacle  once  a  yeavy  with  blood  of  senseless   vie- 
tims,  to  be  sprinkled  by   him  upon  the    mercy-seat 
toithin,  was  a  figure  of  the  true  High  Priest  of  man 
passing  through  the  heavens  on  His  return  into  Ood^s 
presence,  there  to  appear,  no  longer  as  the  Eternal  Son 
done,  but  as  the  Redeemer  of  sinners ;  as  though  He 
actually  carried  there  that  *'  blood  of  the  cross  "  by  CoL  L  20. 
which  He  ^^m/xde  peace^^  and  gained  access  for  t^^  Eph.  ii.  18. 
through  one  Spirit  to  the  Father.     Now,  if  God  was 
pleased  ever  to  use  for  any  sacred  purpose  the  life-blood 
of  irrational  creatures,  accepting  it  in  behalf  of  sinners, 
as  a  sign  and  token  of  a  better  saxyriflce,  and  allowing 
it  to  restore  them,  after  ceremonial  defilement,  to  a 
ceremonial  purity  ;  judge  ye  if  the  blood  of  the  Son  of 
God  may  not  well  have  a  virtue  far  more  powerful, 
"  reaching  to  the  very  secrets  of  the  human  conscience, 
relieving  the  sinner  from  that  oppressive  sense  of  defile- 
ment   which   was  before  inseparable  from  guilt,  and 
settijig  him  free  to  run  with  a  brave  and  loving  heart 
the  remainder  of  the  race  set  before  Him,     Thus  it  is 
that  Jesus  becomes,  in  deed  and  in  truth,  the  Mediator 
of  a  new  and  a  better  dispensation  ;  by  first  dying  to 
put  away  sin,  yea,  even  the  sins  of  those  who  ue'oeT 

Q 
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Sermon    lived  at  all  in  the  age  of  His  revelation^  and  then 

admitting  all  those  to  whom  His  graxAous  call  comeSf 

into  the  secure  possession,  if<ynly  they  he  faithful^  of  an 
eternal  inheritance. 

My  brethren,  the  weighty  importance  and  (in  some 
respects)  serious  difficulty  of  the  passage  brought 
before  us  to-day,  so  appropriate  to  the  near  approach 
of  our  annual  commemoration  of  the  great  sacrifice 
itself,  has  constrained  me  to  devote  more  than  a  usual 
share  of  my  whole  Sermon  to  the  explanation  of  the 
words,  and  less  to  general  comments  upon  them. 
But  I  must  not  end  without  a  brief  enforcement  of 
one  or  two  of  the  principal  thoughts  here  suggested. 

1,  An  high  priest  of  good  things  to  come.  Such  is 
Christ's  office  as  here  set  before  us.  What  use  are 
we  making  of  Christ's  priesthood  ?  It  is  the  office  of 
a  priest,  not  only  to  make  one  atonement,  but  to  be 
always  at  hand  for  the  work  of  intercession.  When- 
ever any  one  of  us  has  sinned  against  God,  even  in 
word  or  in  thought  only,  we  have  need  of  the  help  of 
our  Intercessor.  We  need  that  He  who  entered  into 
the  most  holy  place,  as  it  were,  with  His  own  blood, 
should,  by  a  fresh  application  of  that  blood  to  our 
special  need,  remove,  over  again,  the  sense  of  guilt, 
and  enable  us  to  set  out  yet  again  in  the  way  of  our 
Christian  duty.  Does  every  one  in  this  great  con- 
gregation make  this  use  of  Christ  ? 

2.  Having  obtained  eternal  redemption  for  iis^     We 
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have  heard  what  redemption  is :  O  are  we  yet,  all  of   Sermon 
OS,  in  the  eflfectual  sense  redeemed  ?    I  know  we  are '- — 


in  that  sense,  that  primary  and  most  true  sense,  in 
which  we  give  thanks  to  God  for  His  inestimable 
love  in  the  redemption  of  the  world  by  our  Lord 
Jesos  Christ.  We  are  redeemed  in  that  sense :  the 
ransom  has  been  given,  the  price  has  been  paid,  for  us 
all ;  and  upon  all  of  us  the  redemption  itself  has  been 
personally  sealed  in  Baptism.  But  I  say  again,  for 
well  may  the  minister  of  Christ  ask  this  question 
seriously  and  even  sorrowfully,  are  we  all,  is  each  one 
of  us,  personally  redeemed?  Are  we  all  set  free  from 
sin  ?  Have  we  all  remained  from  childhood  in  that 
Uberty  wherewith  Christ  hath  made  its  free?  Or,  if  not  Gal.  v.  i. 
that ;  if  we  have  been  again  enthralled  by  him  who 
has  no  right  over  us,  by  him  whom  a  stronger  than  Lukexi.22. 
he  once  cast  out,  but  who  is  ever  on  the  watch  to  re- 
enter the  inheritance  by  the  first  unguarded  door ;  if, 
I  say,  we  have  thus  been  taken  captive ;  if  some 
portion  of  life  has  been  passed  through  in  that  cap- 
tivity to  self  and  sin ;  are  we  yet  delivered  again  ? 
0  let  our  earnest,  solemn,  searching  enquiry  this  day 
be.  Am  I  sinning  on  with  Christ  in  sight  ?  Am  I 
still  trifling?  Am  I  still  living  for  the  world? 
Am  I  still  tied  and  bound  with  the  chain  of  any 
particular  sin  ?  for,  if  I  am,  then,  for  me,  Christ  is  as 
yet  dead  in  vain;  I  am  crucifying  to  myself  the  Son  ofOeA,  ii.  21. 
Chd  afreshf  and  doing  despite  to  the  Spirit  of  grace.      R^Vtl.*)u4 

Q  2 
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8EBX05        3.  Yet  let  me  not  end  heie.     Let  me  lather  say  to 

XII.  . 

'■ —  each  one  present  to-day  in  God's  honse  <rf  pnyer, 


Bise,  I  beseech  yon,  to  the  height  of  yonr  Christian 
standing,  as  persons  possessing,  while  yonr  day  of 
grace  lasts,  everything  that  can  be  required  to  make 
yon  safe,  to  make  you  happy,  to  make  you  holy. 
Think  what  it  is  to  have  a  Divine  High  Priest 
Think  what  it  is  to  have  had  the  blood  of  Christ 
Himself  shed  for  your  sins.    Think  what  it  is  to  have 
a  Mediator  in  the  very  presence  of  Grod  for  you  day 
and  night.     Take  into  account  the  grandeur  of  such 
a  position.     Consider  what  a  power  there  is  in  such 
knowledge ;  how  it  should  shame  us  out  of  our  de- 
gradation, out  of  our  worldliness,  out  of  our  depres- 
sion, out  of  our  sinfulness,  and  rouse  us  to  a  spirit  of 
courage,  and  a  spirit  of  hope,  and  a  spirit  of  energy, 
2  Tim.  I  7.  and  a  spirit  of  a  sound  mind.    That  is  what  we  want; 
and,  behold,  it  is  here ;  it  is  in  the  volume  of  God's 
revelation ;  it  is  in  the  few  verses  just  read  to  you ;  it 
is  in  the  knowledge  of  the  death  of  Christ,  and  of  the 
life  of  Christ  after  death  as  our  High  Priest  and  our 
Mediator  as  well  as  our  Redeemer. 

4.  Ton  have  not  forgotten  that  a  request  of  a  prac- 
tical kind  is  made  to  you  to-day ;  namely,  that  you 
will  give  your  eflfectual  aid  in  carrying  this  Gospel, 
with  all  its  merciful  and  healing  consequences,  into 
the  homes  of  the  poor,  by  means  of  the  ministrations, 
in  due  order  and  measure^  of  lay  members  of  the 
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Christian  Church.     No  one  who  reads  the  New  Tes-    Sbrmon 

XII 

tament  can  doubt  that,  as  there  are  functions  appro- '- — 


priated  to  the  agency  of  ordained  ministers,  so  there 
are  also  offices  of  private  instruction  and  of  active 
charity  in  which  Christ  accepts  and  will  bless  the 
work  of  any  man,  yes,  or  of  any  woman.  Do  not 
fear  lest  any  work  be  entrusted  to  those  for  whose 
support  I  ask  your  alms  to-day,  which  would  be  in- 
consistent with  the  strictest  interpretation  of  eccle- 
siastical order.  But  you  all  know  well  that,  in  the 
vast  multitude  of  human  beings  congregated  around 
us  in  this  enormous  city,  it  is  idle  to  suppose  that 
clerical  ministrations  alone  can  meet  the  demands 
made  upon  them  in  the  name  of  humanity  or  in  the 
name  of  God.  While  we  stand  by  hesitating,  dis- 
cussing questions  of  propriety,  of  form  or  precedent, 
bodies  and  souls  are  perishing,  and  He  who  vnll  have  Matt  xii.  7. 
merci/  and  not  sacrifice  is  loudly  summoning  us  to  tfo  Markxiv.8. 
what  toe  can.  You,  my  brethren,  will  cherish  no  such 
scruples.  You  will  admit,  before  it  is  pressed  upon 
you,  the  urgency  of  the  necessity ;  and  you  will  give 
of  your  abundance,  or,  if  it  be  so,  of  your  penury,  in 
aid  of  any  lawful  agency  by  which  consciences  may 
be  cleansed  from  dead  works,  through  the  blood  of 
Christ,  to  serve  the  living  God. 


SERMON  XIII. 


THE  DISINTERESTEDNESS  OF  CHEIST. 


GOSPEL  FOR  THE  FIFTH  SUNDAY  IN  LENT. 
St.  John  vm.  46 — 69. 

46  Jesus  said,  Which  of  you  convicts  me  of  sin?      If  I 

47  speak  truth,  why  do  ye  not  believe  me  ?  He  that  is  of  God 
heareth  the  words  of  God  ;  on  this  account  ye  hear  them  not, 

48  because  ye  are  not  of  God,  The  Jews  answered  and  said  to 
Him,  Say  we  not  well  that  Thou  art  a  Samaritan  and  hast 

49  a  devil  ?     Jesus  answered,  It  is  not  I  that  liave  a  devil;  but 

50  I  honour  my  Father,  and  ye  dishonour  me.  But  it  is  not  I 
that  seek  my  glory  :  there  is  one  that  seeketh  it  and  Judgeth, 

61    Verily,  verily,  I  say  to  you.  If  any  one  keep  my  word,  he 

52  shall  not  behold  death  for  ever.  The  Jews  said  to  Him,  Now 
we  know  that  Thou  hast  a  devil.  Abraham  died,  and  the 
prophets ;  and  Thou  say  est.  If  any  one  keep  my  word,  he 

53  shcdl  not  taste  death  for  ever.  Art  Thou  greater  than  our 
father  Abraham,  who  died  ?  and  the  prophets  died :  whom 

54  mxikest  Thou  Thyself?  Jesus  answered.  If  I  glorify  myself, 
my  glory  is  nothing :  it  is  my  Father  who  glorifeth  me,  of 

65  whom  ye  say  that  He  is  your  God,  and  know  Him  not :  but 
I  know  Him  ;  and,  if  I  should  say  that  I  know  Him  not, 
I  shall  be  like  you,  a  liar :  but  I  know  Him,  and  keep  His 

66  word,     Abraham  your  father  rejoiced  to  see  ^  my  day,  and 

^  Literally,  rejoiced  in  order  that  he  might  Bee,  <fcc.  The  same 
particle  is  used,  for  example,  after  words  expressing  to  ivill,  worthy, 
needy  suffice,  expedientf  &c.,  in  other  passages  of  this  Gospel,  where 
the  English  idiom  requires  to.  Abraham  rejoiced  to  see  beforehand 
by  faith  the  promised  coming  of  Christ, 
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ie  9aw  it,  and  was  glad.    The  Jews  therefore  said  unto  Him,  57 
^ifty  years  old  thou  art  not  yet,  and  hast  Thou  seen  Ahra- 
\am  ?     Jesus  said  to  them,   Verily,  verily,  I  say  to  you,  58 
ie/brc  Abraham  was  bom,  I  am.     They  took  up  therefore  59 
^Aones  to  cast  at  Him :  but  Jesus  was  hidden,^  and  went 
out  of  the  temple. 

^  So  in  chap.  zii.  37 :  Theae  things  said  Jems,  and  departedf  and 
INK  hidden  from  them. 


SERMON  Xin. 

THE  DISINTERESTEDNESS  OF  CHRIST. 

St.  John  yiil  50. 
/  9tek  not  mime  own  glory, 

Sbbmoh       The  Gospel  for  this  day,  in  which  the  text  oocms,  ib 

XIIL 

taken  from  a  chapter  of  St.  John's  Grospel  wfai^ 

stands  in  somewhat  marked  contrast  with  the  general 
tone  of  that  inspired  book.  Eveiy  one  in  tronUe 
turns  to  that  GospeL  It  is  so  frill  of  thoughts  of 
peace.  Each  chapter  of  it  has  its  own  special  passages 
of  deep  spiritual  comfort  The  third,  the  fouidii 
the  sixth,  the  tenth,  the  eleventh,  the  thirteenth  and 
those  which  follow  it  containing  the  last  discourse^ 
each  is  associated  in  our  minds  with  eTerything  thft 
we  have  ever  known,  less  or  greater,  of  Christun 
faith  and  strength,  and  the  whole  of  this  Gospel  is  Ae 
very  treasure-house  of  those  revelations  which  God 
has  sent  for  the  illumination  of  this  dark  world  with 
a  hope  frill  of  immortality. 

But  the  eighth  chapter  of  this  book,  like  the  twenty- 
third,  for  example,  of  St  Matthew's  Gospel,  is  for  Ae 


THE  DISINTERESTEDNESS  OF  CHRIST.  235 

aost  part  of  a  different  character.   There  is  indeed,  at    Sermon 

XIII. 

tB  opening,  one  short  passage  which  has  done  as  much *— 

\3  any  part  of  Christ's  Word  for  the  revival  and  re- 

58ta"blishment  of  the  sinful  and  fallen.     But  the  bulk 

►f  it  contains  a  record  of  the  severest  words  which 

3hrist   ever  uttered.     It   describes   an  occasion   on 

irhich  the  most  perverse,  the  most  insolent,  and  the 

aost  obstinate  attack  was  made  upon  our  Lord,  of  all 

hose  which  He  endured  upon  earth  from  the  contra-  Heb.  xii.  3. 

liction  of  sinners  against  Himself.     In    the   same 

legree,  perhaps,  it  is  a  chapter  which  less  attracts  us. 

t  is  not  the  one  which  we  should  fly  to  for  encourage- 

a^t  in  depression,  or  for  strengthening  in  weariness. 

And  yet,  when  we  look  more  closely  into  it,  what 
U  amount  of  grace  and  of  wisdom  shines  even  here ! 
Vhat  a  manifestation  of  dignity,  of  majesty,  of  self- 
ontrol,  of  judgment,  of  Divine  authority  and  Divine 
ower,  is  made  to  us  in  this  discourse  of  Christ !  I 
elect  out  of  it  for  consideration  this  evening  the  few 
ad  simple  words  of  the  text,  I  seek  not  mine  own  glory. 
Lnd  I  propose  to  you  as  the  subject  of  this  Sermon, 
Vhe  disinterestedness  of  Christ,  first  as  shown  in  His 
Wn  teaching  and  conduct,  and  next  as  fmnishing  an 
scample  for  our  reproof,  correction,  and  guidance. 

/  seek  not^  He  says,  mine  own  glory. 

The  word  glory  is  one  of  very  frequent  occurrence 
1  Scripture.  To  many  of  us  it  is  a  vague  and  in- 
spressive  sound.     The  glory  of  Ood  . . .  mine  own 
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Sermon    glory  .  .  .  manifested  forth  His  glory  .  . .  do  all  to  the 
—  glory  of  God .  .  .  these  expressions  convey  perhaps 


to  few  minds  a  very  definite  and  explicit  meaning. 
And  yet  it  is  a  very  important  expression ;  the  gloiy 
of  God.     Let  US  try  to  understand  it. 

We  read  often  in  the  historical  books  of  the  Old 
Testament,  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord  appearing . . « 
appearing  in  the  clovd  .  .  .  resting  upon  the  tabernadU 
.  .  .  filling  the  house  of  the  Lord.  In  those  days  it 
was  a  visible  sign ;  a  bright  light  indicating  to  the 
senses  the  more  immediate  and  intended  presence  of 
God  Himself.  But,  when  the  day  of  type  and 
emblem  was  gone  by;  when  many  ages  of  a  more 
elementary  teaching  had  prepared  men's  minds,  as 
doubtless  they  were  designed  to  do,  for  conceptions  of 
truth  less  carnal  and  more  spiritual ;  then  the  gloij 
of  the  Lord  ceased  to  denote  a  bright  light  from 
heaven  indicating  where  God  was,  and  began  to 
signify  rather  the  manifestation  of  God's  attributes, 
whether  of  power,  truth,  or  love,  the  revelation  (rf 
Himself  as  He  is,  the  showing  forth,  by  act  or  word, 
before  the. minds  and  souls  of  men,  of  His  Divine 
character  in  some  one  or  more  of  its  real  and 
distinctive  features. 

To  leave  this  explanation  impressed  upon  your 
memory,  let  me  refer  you  to  one  or  two  examples  of 
the  use  of  the  expression  in  this  Gospel  of  St  John* 
John  i.  14.      The  Word  was  made  fleshy  and  dwelt  among  us — a»d 
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we  beheld  His  glory ^  the  glory  as  of  the  only-hegotten    Sermon 

of  the  Fdther—fall  of  grace  and  truth.    We  beheld  His ^- 

glory;  that  is,  we  who  were  permitted  to  live  in 
oonstant  intercourse  with  Him  during  His  earthly 
ministry,  saw  His  Divine  character  manifested  day 
by  day;  saw  in  Him  just  that  disposition,  that 
wisdom,  that  power,  that  goodness,  which  was  suitable 
to  the  character  of  the  Son  of  God. 

This  beginning  of  miracles  did  Jesus  in  Cana  o/*Johnii.  ii. 
Galilee,  and  manifested  forth  His  glory  /  and  His 
disciples  believed  on  Him,     By  this  first  miracle  He 
showed  Himself  in  His  true  character,  as  one  possessed 
of  the  Almighty  power  of  God  Himself. 

When  Jesus  heard  that,  He  said,  This  sickness  is  not  John  xi.  4. 
unto  death,  not  designed  to  terminate  finally  the 
earthly  life  of  the  suflerer,  but  for  the  glory  of  Ood, 
that  the  Son  of  God  might  be  glorified  thereby.     It  is 
designed  to  furnish  an  opportunity  of  showing  forth 
what  God  is,  and  what  Christ  is,  by  a  miraculous 
restoration  from  death.     And  so  at  a  later  point  in 
the  same  narrative,  Jesus  saith  unto  her,  to  the  sister  ibid  40. 
of  the  dead  man,  Said  I  not  unto  thee,  that,  if  thou 
wouldest  believe^  thou  shouldest  see  the  glory  of  Ood? 
What  He  had  said  was.  Thy  brother  shall  rise  a^ain  :  ibid.  23. 
that  resurrection  was  to  manifest  God  as  a  God  of 
imlimited,  of  irresistible  power,  and  exercising  that 
power  through  His  Son  Jesus  Christ. 

Now  therefore,  when  we  look  back  to  the  worda  ot 
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Sermoh    the  text,  we  shall  hear  Jesus  say,  I  seek  not  mine  own 

XIII. 

1—  ghry  :  I  seek  not  to  show  forth  upon  earth  what  I 


am ;  how  great,  how  wise,  how  good :  that  is  not  my 

aim  :  but  to  show,  in  all  these  respects,  what  God  ii. 

Such  was  the  elevation,  such  the  extent,  of  that 

which  I  have  endeavoured  faintly  to  describe  as  the 

disinterestedness  of  Christ. 

T\Tien  we  speak  of  disinterestedness,  we  commonly 

take  a  hx  lower  view.     We  have  regard  rather  to 

man  than  to  God.     We  think  rather  of  a  voluntaiy 

foregoing  of  some  advantage,  or  else  of  an  unselfish 

motive  in  using  an  advantage,  with  reference  to  other 

men  who  may  be  concerned  in  our  actions.     But  our 

Lord's  disinterestedness  was  of  a  higher  order  than 

this.    His  aim  in  everything  was  to  show  forth  God; 

to  make  God  known  to  man  in  some  one,  or  in  all,  of 

His  Divine  perfections,  that  so,  in  the  sight  of  these, 

the  soul  might  be  stirred  to  go  forth,  as  it  were,  in 

Acta  xvu.   quest  of  Him,  to  feel  after  till  it  should  find  Him 
27, 

in  whom,  as  a  real  and  living  Person,  all  these  perfec- 
tions dwelt  as  their  home  and  spring.  This  it  was 
which  guided  and  animated  the  whole  life  of  Christ 
Every  word  was  spoken  with  this  one  object;  to 
make  God  known  as  He  is.  Every  act  was  done, 
every  suffering  endured,  with  this  one  object;  to 
show  what  God  is,  in  the  power,  in  the  peace,  in  the 
majesty,  in  the  love,  which,  having  its  source  and 
its  key  in  Him,  is  communicated  also  by  Him  to  the 
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wral  and  to  the  life  which  is  in  union  and  commnnion    Sebmox 
withHimselfl  '— 


Mj  brethren,  there  were  manj  qualities  in  our 
Lord  which,  used  in  a  certain  waj,  would  hare  made 
Him  merely  attractive,  merely  (if  the  word  may  be 
allowed)  popular,  upon  earth.  Do  we  suppose  that 
a  person  possessing  an  unconquerable  sweetness  of 
tnnper,  an  inexhaustible  patience,  an  indefatigable 
leneTolence,  would  not  win  his  way  to  esteem  and 
affection  coextensive  iiith  the  circle  in  which  he  was 
known?  Do  we  think  so  meanly  of  human  nature 
in  its  Mien  state  as  to  imagine  that  it  is  incapable  of 
responding  to  kindness,  that  it  is  incapable  of  appre- 
ciating excellence,  that  it  is  incapable  of  being  won 
by  nnswer\^ing  goodness  ?  Not  only  did  the  common  Hark  xH 
people  hear  Ilim  gladly ;  not  only  were  the  friends  of 
the  sick  and  suffering  grateful  for  His  healing  hand ; 
not  only  were  the  outcasts  of  human  society  attracted 
by  a  compassion  which  rather  sought  them  out  than 
merely  tolerated  their  approach ;  but  we  cannot  doubt 
that  even  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  Sadducees  and  Hero- 
dians,  would  have  joined  in  the  tribute  of  a  general 
applause,  but  for  certain  features  in  that  gracious 
character,  by  which  it  was  made  evident  that  Christ 
sought  not  His  own  glory,  but  lived  singly  and 
solely  for  the  manifestation  of  the  excellence  of  Him 
who  sent  Him. 

The  discourse  from  which  the  text  is  taken  fin- 


\ 


SERMON  XIII. 


THE  DISDJTERESTEDNESS  OF  CHRIST, 
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Sermon    was  yet  more  contrary  to  his  acceptance'  with  men. 

XIII. 

_  He  spoke  kindly  to  sinners:  but  even  that  might 


have  been  forgiven,  if  He  would  have  spoken  softly 
and  smoothly  to  hypocrites  and  self-deceivers.     His 
language    to  these   was   that  manifestation  of  Grod 
which,  more  than  anything  else,  showed  His  entire 
disinterestedness.     Instead  of  bearing  a   timid  or 
guarded  testimony  to  these,  He  spoke  boldly  and 
without  disguise  the  most  unpalatable  of  all  truths. 
It  was  not  merely  that  He  described  hypocrisy,  and 
warned  men  against  it.     It  was  not  merely  that  He 
detailed  the  workings  of  a  subtle  self-deceit,  and  bade 
His  hearers  examine  themselves  lest  they  be  the  vic- 
tims  of  it.     This,  perhaps,  is  as  much  as  an  unin- 
spired  and  therefore  fallible  man  can  or  ought  to 
attempt  in  his  addresses  to  a  congregation ;  though 
even  he  must  take  heed,  that,  by  self-observation  and 
by  the  observation  of  others,  by  earnest  prayer  and 
by  closeness  of  application,  he  do  indeed  show  the 
human  heart  to  itself,  and  make  his  warnings  as  well 
as  his  exhortations  real.     But  He  who  alone  knew 
what  was  in  man  could  go,  and  did  go,  far  beyond 
this.     He   looked   His   adversaries  in  the  face,  and 
said — we  may  borrow  our  illustrations  wholly  from 
Verse  23.    this  one  discoursc —  Ye  are  from  beneath  *  .  •  ye  are 
Verse  21.    of  this  world ,  .  .  ye  shall  seek  me,  and  shall  die  in 
Verse  42.    your  sins  :  whither  I  go,  ye  cannot  come  .  -  •  if  Ood 
Verse  44.    were  your  Father,  ye  would  love  me  .  ,  .  ye  are  €f 
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y<mr  father  the  devil,  and  the  lusts  of  your  father  ye    Sermon 
will  do  .  .  .he  that  is  of  God  heareth  Ood^s  words  : - 

VerH  47. 

ye  therefore  hear  them  not,  lecause  ye  are  not  of  God, 
Terrible  words,  my  brethren,  but  spoken  in  zeal  for 
God*s  glory,  and  with  the  determination  to  make  Him 
known  in  His  truth  as  well  as  in  His  love,  in  His 
abhorrence  of  sin,  and,  most  of  all,  of  the  sin  of  self- 
righteousness  and  wilful  blindness  of  heart,  as  well 
as  in  His  readiness  to  give  repentance  to  the  most 
•fnnfdl  and  to  save  to  the  uttermost  all  that  turn  to 
Him  through  Christ. 

Christ  sought  not  His  own  glory.  His  discourses 
sbowed  it ;  showed  it  in  His  language  towards  self- 
accusing  sinners;  showed  it  also  in  His  language 
towards  the  self-satisfied  and  the  harsh-hearted. 

And  did  not  His  life  show  it  too?  There  were 
moments  even  in  that  life  of  humiliation  at  which 
He  might  have  converted  it  into  one  of  immediate 
exaltation.  If  in  the  first  and  most  prolonged 
temptation  He  was  shown  all  the  kingdoms  of  the 
world  and  ofiered  the  possession  of  them  on  the 
condition  of  doing  homage  for  them  to  the  tempter, 
BOy  at  a  later  time,  we  read  of  His  perceiving  a  design 
in  the  people  to  come  and  take  Him  hy  force  to  malce  John  vLl5 
Him  a  king^  which  He  frustrated  by  a  resolute 
retirement  into  a  position  of  solitude  and  seclusion. 
If  He  would  only  have  listened  to  the  advice  of 
-;Hi0  disciples,  if  He  would  only  have  stood  aside  and 
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Sermon    suffered  them  and  the  multitude  to  cany  out  their 

XIII. 

'—  own  prepossessions  and  wishes  concerning  Him,  He 


might  have  known  what  it  was  to  be  the  idol  of  His 
nation,  and  to  appear  to  have  reached  as  hj  a  short  road 
that  sovereignty  which  was  otherwise  to  be  attained 
only  through  the  deep  waters  of  suffering  and  by  the 
rugged  road  of  self-denial  and  self-sacrifice.  But  He 
sought  not  His  own  glory.  He  came  to  manifest 
John  xviii.  God.     He  came  to  hear  witness  to  the  truth  ;  to  the 

37. 

realities  of  the  world  of  substance  against  the  appear- 
ances of  the  world  of  shadow.  And  therefore  He 
looked  only  at  the  work  which  had  been  given  Him 
by  His  Father,  at  the  lessons  which  He  was  to 
teach  by  first  obeying  them,  at  the  cup  which  He 
was  to  sweeten  for  others  by  drinking  it  Himself 
in  its  bitterness,  of  the  joy  set  before  Him,  not 
in  the  time  that  was,  but  in  the  eternity  that  was  to 
follow. 

And  this  was  His  reward ;  that,  not  seeking  His 
own  glory,  another  sought  it  for  Him.  /  seek  not 
mine  own  glory :  there  is  one  that  seeketh,  and  Judgeth. 
There  is  One  that  seeketh  to  manifest  me  to  the 
world,  even  as  I  to  manifest  Him,  and  who  exercises 
in  my  behalf  that  judgment  which  I  refuse  to 
exercise  for  myself.  According  to  the  testimony 
John  xvii.  bome  in  two  other  passages  of  this  Gospel :  /  have 
glorified  Thee  on  the  earth ;  I  have  finished  the  worh 
which  Tliou  gavest  me  to  do:    and  now,  0  Father^ 
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glorify  Thou  me  with  Thine  own  self  with  the  ghry    Sermon 

XIII. 

which  I  had  with  Thee  before  the  world  was :   and '— 

9gain,  If  any  man  hear  my  words,  and  believe  not,  /John  xU. 

47. 

judge  him  not:  for  I  came  not  to  judge  the  world,  but 
to  save  the  world:  He  that  rejecteth  m^,  and  believeth 
not  my  words,  hath  one  that  judgeth  him:  the  word 
that  I  have  spoken,  the  same  shall  judge  him  at  the 
last  day. 

And  now,  my  brethren,  a  few  concluding  words 
must  be  given  to  the  bearing  of  the  subject  upon 
ourselves  in  the  way  of  example. 

/  seek  not  mine  own  glory.  If  Christ  laid  down 
for  Himself  this  rule,  have  not  we  tenfold  cause  to 
do  so  ?  to  say,  each  one  for  himself,  My  aim  in  life 
is  not  to  show  how  great  I  am,  or  how  wise,  or  how 
good ;  how  many  talents  have  been  committed  to  me, 
or  how  faithful  I  am  in  the  improvement  of  them : 
no,  none  of  these  things:  my  aim  is,  to  seek  the 
glory  of  Him  who  placed  me  where  I  am,  who 
entrusted  to  me  certain  gifts,  great  or  small,  few  or 
many,  and  whom,  to  a  certain  extent,  less  or  greater, 
I  can  either,  by  His  help,  make  better  known  and 
more  loved  upon  earth,  or  else,  by  my  fault  and  sin, 
help  to  hide  and  obscure  from  the  sight  and  recollec- 
tion of  His  creatm'cs  ? 

Does  any  one  ask,  How  can  I  do  this  ?  how  can 
I  make  God  better  known  on  earth,  or,  on  the  other 
hand,  how  can  I  obscure  God  upon  earth?  fox  t\i^a  ^ 
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Sermon  is  the  meaning  of  living,  or  not  living,  to  Grod's 
-  -"  -glory:  might  I  not  answer  by  another  question, 
Do  not  you  find  that  there  are  some  persons  with 
whom — I  might  almost  add,  certain  houses  in  which 
— ^you  have  a  far  livelier  recollection  of  God  and 
eternity,  than  with  other  persons,  or  in  other  homes? 
It  is  not  always  in  the  society  of  those  who  talk  most 
of  religion  that  this  is  so  On  the  one  hand^  nor  in 
the  society  of  those  who  talk  least  of  religion  that 
this  is  so  on  the  other  hand.  There  is  a  kind  of 
talking  about  holy  things,  which  acts  upon  us  not  for 
good  but  for  evil  in  this  respect.  But,  depend  upon 
it,  a  person  who  really  loves  God  above  all  things — 
and  it  is  possible  to  do  so— does  show  it,  beyond 
mistake,  though  it  may  be  almost  without  words- 
Such  a  person  is  God's  witness  on  earth,  though 
he  may  never  call  himself  so,  though  he  may  shrink 
from  claiming  that  character  or  fancying  that  he 
possesses  it.  Yes,  to  possess  a  care  for  God  is  the 
thing.  It  cannot  be  counterfeited.  It  is  God's 
seal;  inward  first,  then  outward.  O,  if  we  loved 
God  with  all  our  hearts,  do  you  think  it  would  not 
appear?  Do  you  think  that  words  are  the  only  or 
the  chief  way  in  which  it  would  show  itself?  Would 
it  not  be,  far  more,  by  the  peace,  by  the  tenderness^ 
by  the  patience,  by  the  charity,  which  God's  Holy 
Spirit  breathes  into  the  souls  of  those  who  love  Him- 
through  Christ? 
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Therefore,  my  brethren,  it  is  a  great  and  glorious    Sermon 

XIII. 

ambition  to  which  the  Gospel  calls  us.     To  love  God 1— 


first,  and  then  to  live  for  God ;  to  have  God  within 
us.  first,  through  Christ,  by  the  Spirit,  and  then  to 
let  the  light  within  shine  out  through  the  various 
openings  which  connect  the  life  within  with  the  life 
without ;  this  is  that  to  which  we  are  called ;  this  is 
that  which  is  offered  to  us ;  and  we  know  not,  any 
one  of  us,  before  the  experiment,  how  very  near  this 
glorious  attainment  is  to  us,  and  by  what  a  very 
simple  process — that  of  merely  believing,  merely 
grasping,  what  we  all  hold  loosely  as  a  truth — that 
attainment  is  to  be  made  our  own.  Let  us  try,  every 
one  of  us — for  we  cannot  give  it  to  one  another — 
whether  this  habitual  desire  for  God's  glory  may  not 
powerfully,  and  even  speedily,  become  in  some 
degree  really  ours. 

The  rule  is  very  plain ;  given  to  us  briefly  in  one 
passage  of  St.  PauPs  Epistles :  Whether  therefore  ye  l  Cor.  x.31. 
eat^  or  drinlc^  or  whatsoever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory 
of  Ood;  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  people  think  of 
God,  and  not  in  such  a  way  as  to  lead  them  to  forget 
God ;  in  such  a  way  as  to  show  that  we  ourselves 
believe  in  Him,  and  believe  in  Him  as  that  altogether 
holy  and  great  and  merciful  God  whom  Christ  has 
made  known  to  us. 

The  rule  is  plain:   but  0  how  insidious  are  the 
lower  and  baser  motives  which  seek  to  obliterate  this 
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Sermon   rule  in  OUT  hearts !     How  many  of  ns  do  really  liye 

XIIL  ,  .  .  . 

with    a  view  to    God's  glory  in    the    sense   joirt 

explained?  Have  we  not  almost  agreed  together  to 
regard  that  as  an  impossible,  as  a  fantastic  thing? 
a  thing  altogether  of  other  times  and  other  circum- 
stances than  our  own?  Disinterestedness  in  its 
lower  sense,  as  an  absence  of  selfishness  towards 
one  another,  we  may  perhaps  now  and  then  see 
exemplified :  even  this  how  rare  is  it !  how  poor  and 
intermittent  our  own  efforts  after  it!  how  far  more 
often  do  we  live  on  from  day  to  day  thinking  only  of 
ourselves,  seeking  only  our  own  interests,  our  own 
reputation,  our  own  advancement,  in  some  shape  or 
other  our  own  glory  I  But  why,  chiefly,  is  this? 
Because  even  those  who  have  some  thought  for 
others,  some  benevolence,  some  charity,  yet  do  not 
base  it  all  on  the  love  of  God,  and  therefore  can  only 
love  their  neighbour  with  a  precarious  and  fluctuating 
love,  liable  to  be  turned  aside  by  every  blast  of 
passion  or  worldliness,  and  even  in  its  best  moments 
more  or  less  capricious,  self-complacent,  and  self- 
contained. 

If  it  is  a  great  attainment,  one  worthy  of  pains  and 
prayer  and  earnestness,  to  live  to  God's  glory,  do 
not  forget,  on  the  other  hand,  how  poor  and  tame 
and  low  is  that  life  which  is  spent  without  any  such 
motive.  God,  for  His  own  glory,  but  at  least  as 
much  for  our  happiness  if  we  will  only  have  it  so, 
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has  set  the  mark  of  vanity  upon  all  that  is  only    Sermon 

earthly.     Look  at  an  old  man  who  has  always  lived '- 

for  himself:  is  he  happy?  does  he  look  happy?  are 
not  the  lines  of  care  and  disappointment  and  vexation 
traced  almost  visibly  upon  his  countenance?  is  his 
retrospect  satisfactory  ?  is  his  prospect  bright  ?  is  the 
present  altogether  to  his  mind  ?  0  no  I  He  may  try 
to  represent  it  so  to  others,  and  even  to  himself:  but, 
depend  upon  it,  if  you  could  look  within,  you  would 
find  an  aching  void  there  ;  a  void  which  nothing  can 
fill ;  not  earth,  for  it  has  been  tried ;  not  heaven,  for 
he  will  not  try  it.  O,  whatever  we  may  think  about 
a  youth,  or  a  middle  age,  spent  without  God,  no  one, 
I  suppose,  thinks  cheerfully  of  an  old  age,  and  a 
death-bed,  and  a  judgment,  and  an  eternity,  without 
God! 

On  the  other  hand,  how  often  is  the  other  half  of 
this  verse  verified,  in  its  measure,  towards  Christ's 
servants  as  towards  Christ  Himself!  I  seek  not  mine 
awn  glory :  there  is  One  that  seeketh.  Them  that  iSam.ii.80. 
honour  me  I  will  honour.  When  a  mans  ways  Prov.xvi.7. 
please  the  Lord^  He  maketh  even  his  enemies  to  he  at 
pea^ce  with  him.  Often  has  the  old  age  of  a  Christian 
been  indeed  glorified  by  Him  whom  he  has  served. 
Peaxse  at  the  last,  after  many  conflicts ;  honour  at  last,  Ps.  xxxvU. 

88 

after  many  misconstructions ;  rest  at  last,  after  many 
wanderings ;  safety  at  last,  after  many  misgivings ; 
and  then,  a  quiet  departure;  and  then,  Paradise  'w\l\\\A>aJi.^'«:\:^. 
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Sermon   Christ ;  and  then,  the  resurrection  of  the  just ;  and 

XIII 

—  then,  the  sight  of  God  •  •  .  His  name  in  the  forehead 

Rev.xxii.4.  •  •  •  no  night  there  ...  no  more  death,  neither  sorrow, 

J' 25^    nor  crying,  nor  any  more  pain  .  .  .  the  former  things 

Isai.liv.l7.  passed  away,  and,  behold,  all  things  new .  •  .  this  is 

the  heritage  of  the  servants  of  the  Lord,   and  their 

righteoiLsness  is  of  me,  saith  the  Lord, 


SERMON   XIV. 


THE  MYSTERY  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  LIFE. 


EPISTLE  FOR  EASTER  DAY. 


COLOSSIANS  in.  1 — 7. 


1  If  then  ye  were  raised  with  Christ,  seek  the  things  ahovCf 

2  where  Christ  is,  seated  on  the  right  hand  of  God,    Mind  the 
8   things  above,  not  the  things  on  the  earth.     For  ye  died^  and 

4  your  life  has  been  hiddeii  vjvth  Christ  in  God,    When  Christ 
is  manifested,  our  Life,  then  shall  ye  also  be  manifested  tmth 

5  Him  in  glory.     Deaden  then  the  members  that  are  upon  the 
earth;  fornication,  uncleanness,  passion,  evil  desire,  and  that 

6  grasping  which  is  idolatry ;  on  account  of  which  things 

7  com^th  the  wrath  of  God,     In  which  things  ye  also  walked 
at  one  time,  when  ye  were  living  in  them. 


SERMON  XIV. 

THE  MYSTERY  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  LIFE. 

CoLOssiAirs  m.  1. 

If  ye  then  he  risen  with  Christ,  seek  those  things  which  are  above,  where 
Christ  sitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God, 

We  can   have   no   doubt  where  to  turn  for  our    Sermon 

XIV. 

Easter  subject.     No  passage  gives  in  a  smaller  com '— 

pass  or  in  a  more  attractive  form  the  doctrine  of  this 
day,  and  its  proper  and  natural  effects  upon  the  life  of 
those  who  believe,  than  that  selected  as  the  Epistle. 
A  brief  examination  of  the  passage  itself  will  not 
only  introduce  but  contain  those  lessons  which  the 
recurrence  of  our  great  Christian  festival  is  designed 
to  impress  upon  our  hearts. 

St  Paul  writes  from  Eome.  He  is  suffering,  he 
says,  and  rejoicing  in  his  sufferinga  Hard  as  it  was 
to  be  condemned  to  a  life  of  inaction,  to  feel  that 
opportunities  of  extended  usefulness  were  denied,  and 
that  he  was  wearing  out  in  imprisonment  days  which 
might  have  been  full  of  labours  and  triumphs  in  his 
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Seiimon    Master's  cause,  he  could  yet  see  that  all  was  well 

XIV. 

both  for  himself  and  for  the  Gospel :  he  was  fitting 


Col.  i.  24. 

up  (as  he  expresses  it)  in  his  own  person  that  which 

was  behind  of  the  afflictions  of  Christy  for  His  body's 

sakcy  which  is  the  Church  ;  and  he  doubted  not  that 

in  some  way  or  other  even  these  sufferings  would 

redound  to  God's  glory.     Meanwhile  his  heart  was 

not  inactive.     He  could  still  struggle  and  combat,  if 

it  were  but  in  prayer,  for  congregations  known  to  him 

Col.  ii.  5.  personally  or  unknown.  Though  absent  in  the  fleshy 
he  could  still  be  with  them  in  the  spirit,  rejoicing  to 
behold  their  order  and  the  stedfastness  of  their  faith 
in  Christ:  he  could  still  reach  them,  from  time  to 
time,   with  a  word  of  written  admonition,  charging 

ibid.  6.  them,  as  they  had  received  Christy  so  to  walk  in  Him; 
to  beware  lest  a  false  philosophy  should  rob  them  of 

ibid.  9.  Him  in  whom  dwelt  all  the  fulness  of  the  Godhead 
bodily  ;  to  remember  the  several  items,  as  it  were, 

ibid.  10.     of  that  "  completeness  "  which  was  theirs  in  Christ, 

ibid.  18,23,  and  to  take  heed  lest  either  a  system  of  "  will-wor- 
ship," recommending  itself  by  its  show  of  reverence 

ibid.  16,20.  and  humility,  or  of  ceremonial  observance,  altogether 
beside   the   mark  of  a  Christian  perfection,  should 

ibid.  19.     tempt  them  to  let  go  the  Head,  from  whom  alone  all 

spiritual  nourishment  can  be  derived,  and  in  union 

with  whom  alone  can  any  progress  be  made,  worthy 

of  being  described  truly  as  increase  of  God, 

And  now  he  enters  with  them  yet  more  deeply 
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into  the  mysteries  of  the  Christian  life.     Warnings    Sermon 

against  error  are  flat  and  unpersuasive,  except  so  far '-- 

as  they  spring  out  of  positive  truth  revealed,  appre- 
hended, cherished,  and  lived  by.  Hence  the  consider- 
ations introduced  in  the  opening  of  the  third  chapter, 
the  Epistle  for  this  day. 

Jjf  then  ye  were  raised  with  Christ.  You  will  Verse  1. 
notice  here  a  somewhat  important  deviation  from  the 
Authorized  Version.  Much,  very  much,  of  St.  Paul's 
deepest  teaching  is  involved  in  it.  I  will  refer  you 
presently  to  one  or  two  passages  of  his  Epistles  in 
which  the  interpretation  given  is  warranted  and  con- 
firmed. For  the  moment,  we  will  confine  our  atten- 
tion to  the  words  before  us.  If  then  ye  were  raised 
with  Christ,  seek  the  things  above,  where  Christ  is, 
seated  on  the  right  hand  of  God ;  invested,  that  is, 
with  all  the  honour  and  all  the  authority  of  God 
Himself;  reigning,  as  it  is  elsewhere  said,  until  God  1  Cor.  xv. 
kaihput  all  enemies  under  His  feet. 

Set  your  affection  on  the  things  above:  more  exactly.  Verse  2. 
mind  the  things  above  ;  have  the  things  above  for  your 
thoughts  and  sentiments:  let  them  be  at  once  your 
subject  and  your  object,  that  which  occupies  your 
mind  and  satisfies  your  heart.  Mind  the  things  above, 
Skot  the  things  on  the  earth. 

For  ye  died ;  not  are  dead,  but,  with  reference  to  Verse  3. 
one  particular  time,  ye  died;  and  your  life  has  been 
hidden  vnth  Christ  in  God, 

i 


256  THE   MYSTERY  OF 

Sbrmon        Whenever  Christ  is  manijested^  our  L\fe^  then  ye  also 

with  Him  shall  be  manifested  in  glory. 

Verse  5,  Deaden   then  the  members  of  the  body  which  are 

upon  the  earth;  fornication,  uncleanness,  passion — 
that  is,  any  inordinate,  nngovemed,  violent  affection, 
whether  of  emotion  or  longing,  love  or  hatred,  sorrow 
or  fear — evil  desire,  and  that  gracing — that  selfish- 
ness in  coveting,  seeking,  and  getting,  whatever  be 
the  particular  object  of  desire,  whether  money,  plea- 
sure, or  honour — which  is  idolatry. 

Verse  6.  On  oAXOunt  of  which  things  cometh  the  wrath  of 

Qod.  The  last  words  of  the  verse,  on  the  children  <f 
disobedience,  are  supposed  to  have  been  added  from 

Eph.  V.  6.  a  corresponding  passage  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Ephe- 
sians  :  For  because  of  these  things  cometh  the  wrath  of 
God  upon  the  children  of  disobedience. 

Verse  7.  In  which  things  ye  also  walked  at  one  time,  when  ye 

were  living  in  them.  When  your  life  was  self  and 
sin,  no  wonder  the  separate  acts  of  your  life  were 
selfish  and  sinful. 

Now,  before  I  endeavour  to  draw  from  this  passage 
the  doctrine  which  it  so  distinctly  expresses,  let  me, 
as  I  proposed,  set  before  you  one  or  two  parallel 
passages  which  will  be  the  best  interpreters  of  this. 

One  of  these  occurs  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Gala- 
tians ;  also,  like  this,  a  little  obscured  in  our  transla- 
tion.   In  reality  it  stands  thus. 
Gal.  iL  20,      /  have  been  crucified  with   Christ ;   and  it  is  no 


THE  CHRISTIAN   LIFE.  267 

longer  I  that  live,  hut  Christ  liveth  in  me  :  and  as  for    Sermon 

XIV. 

my  life  now  in  jlesh^   I  live    in  (through)  faith    of 1-. 

{in)  the  Son  of  God  who  loved  me  and  gave  Himself 
fir  me.  I  have  been  crucified  tcith  Christ ...  J  live 
no  longer^  but  Christ  lives  in  me.  Compare  these 
expressions  with  those  of  the  passage  before  us :  Ye 
were  raised  vrith  Christ . .  .  ye  died  .  .  .  your  life  is 
kid  with  Christ  in  God, 

Turn  now  to  the  Second  Lesson  for  this  morning, 
the  sixth  chapter  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans ;  in 
which  the  same  doctrine  is  more  fully  drawn  out,  and 
which  I  would  commend  to  the  patient  and  thought- 
fill  study  of  all  who  would  know  what  Easter  Day  is 
in  its  deep  comfort  and  in  its  practical  consequences. 
I  will  make  no  apology  for  running  through  a  few  of 
its  verses  with  a  brief  word  of  comment. 

What  shall  we  say  then  ?  if  God's  grace  is  so  abun-  Rom.  vi  i. 
dant  as  it  has  just  been  declared  to  be — where  sin  ibid.  v.  20. 
abounded,  grace  did  much  more  abound — mu^t  we  con^ 
tinue  in  sin  that  grace  may  abound  ?     God  forbid,  ibid.  vi.  2. 
We  who  died  (not  are  dead:  one  particular  act  is 
referred  to)  to  sin^  how  shall  we  any  longer  live  in  it  f 
Or  know  ye  not  that  all  we  who  were  baptized  into  ibid.  8. 
Christ  Jesus,  were  baptized  into  His  death;   were 
baptized   into  Him,  were  introduced  into  Him  by 
baptism,  not  as  a  man  living  on  earth,  but  as  one 
who  has  already  died,  and  with  especial  reference  to 
His  death  ?    We  were  buried,  then,  with  Him,  by  means  \\i\^  ^.       . 

S  ■ 
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Sermon    of  that  baptism^  into  death :  that,  like  as  Christ  vhu 
XIV. 

'- —  raised  from  among  the  dead  by  the  glory  j  the  manifested 


power,  of  the  Father^  so  we  also  should  walk  in  neuh 
ness  of  life.  Our  baptism,  by  means  of  which  we 
were  united  to  Christ,  was,  like  burial,  a  solemn  act 
of  consigning  us  to  death  :  that,  as  Christ  rose  again 
from  death,  so  should  we,  in  this  world,  lire  as  men 

Eom.  vi  5.  who  have  already  died  and  risen  again.  For,  if  we 
have  become  united  with  the  likeness  of  His  deaths  if  we 
have  become  so  united  with  Him  in  His  death  as  to 
be  like  Him  in  it,  we  shall  be  also  united  with  the 
likeness  of  His  resurrection  ;  we  shall  be  so  united 
with  Him  in  His  resurrection  as  to  be  like  Him  in  it: 

ibid.  6.  knowing  this,  tJiat  our  old  man,  our  old  natural  self, 
was  crucified  with  Him,  that  the  body  of  sin,  the  ma- 
terial body  with  its  proneness  to  sensual  and  other 
evil,  might  be  destroyed,  that  we  should  no  longer  be 

ibid.  7.  slaves  to  sin  :  for  He  that  has  died  is,  by  that  very 
fact,  as  though  by  a  judicial  sentence,  set  free  fr<ym 
sin ;  he  cannot  commit  sin  again.  Even  so  he  who 
is  tmited  to  Christ  crucified  and  risen  is  to  live  as 
though  he  had  already  laid  aside  his  body  in  death ; 
mastering  its  sinful  promptings  in  the  power  of  a  new 

ibid.  8.  life  derived  from  Christ  in  heaven.  And,  if  we  died 
with  Christ,  we  believe  that  we  shall  also  live  toith 

ibid.  9.  Him,  both  now  and  hereafter ;  knowing  that  Christ, 
raised  from  among  the  dead,  dieth  no  more :  death 

ibid.  10.      hath  no  longer  the  dominion  over  Him.     For  in  that 
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He  died,  He  died  in  relation  to  sin,  once  for  all :  hut   Sermon 

XIV. 

in  that  He  liveth,  He  liveth  in  relation  to  God,  and '- — 


therefore  for  ever.     Thus  do  ye  also  consider  yowr- Rom.vi.ii. 
selves  dead  men,  insensible,  immovable,  in  relation  to 
sin,  and  living  men,  fiiU  of  energy  and  vigour,  in  rela- 
tion to  God  in  Christ  Jesus,  that  is,  by  virtue  of  your 
union  with  Christ  Jesus.     Let  not  sin  therefore  reign  ibid.  12. 
in  your  mortal  hody,  that  ye  should  obey  the  desires 
thereof,  that  is,  of  the  body :  neither  present  ye  your  ibid.  13. 
members  to  sin — ^personified,  as  one  of  two  possible 
masters — a^  instruments  of  unrighteousness,  hut  pre- 
sent yourselves  to  God,  as  persons  living  after  heing 
dead,  and  your  memhers  to    God  as  instruments  ofihid.  li, 
righteousness.     For  sin  shall  not  have  dominion  over 
you :  for  ye  are  not  under  a  law,  hut  under  grace ; 
under  a  system,  not  of  working  for  life,  but  of  free, 
unmerited,  gratuitous  acceptance. 

And  now  we  can  return  with  a  fully  prepared 
mind  to  the  direct  subject  of  discourse.  Now  we 
perceive  something  of  the  real  meaning  of  St.  Paul 
when  he  wrote  the  words. 

If  ye  then  were  raised  with  Christ,  seeh  the  things 
above,  where  Christ  is,  seated  on  the  right  hand  of  God, 
Mind  the  things  above,  not  the  things  on  the  earth. 
For  ye  died,  and  your  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God, 
When  Christ,  our  Life,  is  manifested,  then  shall  ye  also 
he  manifested  with  Him  in  glory.  Mortify  then,  deaden, 
reduce  to  a  state  of  death,  your  memhers  wpou  t?ie  earlK. 

s  2 
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Sermon        0,  mj  brethren,  in  proportion  as  we  can  enter  witii 
'■ —  understanding  and  heart  into   the  mystery   of  the 


Christian  life  as  here  disclosed  to  ns,  we  shall  be 
happy  and  we  shall  be  holy.  See  what  St  Paul 
regarded  as  the  essence  of  it.  Union  with  Christ 
A  Christian  is  a  person  who  is  united  to  Christ 
How  united?  By  having  one  spirit  with  Christ: 
the  same  Holy  Spirit  dwelling  in  him,  who  is  also 
the  Spirit  of  Christ  and  the  Spirit  of  Groi  That  is 
unioD  with  a  person ;  the  having  the  same  spirit  with 
that  other  person.  It  is  what  no  two  earthly  persons, 
no  two  human  beings,  can  have:  each  man  has  his 

1  Cor.ii.ll.  own  spirit,  and  what  other  man  knoweth  the  things  cf 
the  man,  save  the  spirit  of  the  man  which  is  in  him  t 
But  that  union  which  is  impossible  for  humao 
beings,  is  possible  between  a  man  and  Christ :  and 

Rom.viii.9.  he,  he  Only,  is  a  Christian,  who  has  it  If  any  man 
have  not  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  he  is  none  of  His, 

This  is  the  essence  of  that  union  of  which  St  Paul 
S})eaks,  which  St  Paul  himself  experienced,  which 
St.  Paul  describes  as  the  common  property  of  all 
Christians.  It  is  the  having  Christ's  Spirit  for  our 
spirit.  It  is  the  having  our  whole  being  directed, 
and  as  it  were  pervaded,  by  that  Holy  Spirit  who  is 
one  with  Christ  in  heaven. 

Now  St.  Paul  traced  the  commencement  of  this 
union  to  the  time  of  Baptism.  You  heard  in  the  sixth 
chapter  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Bomans  the  warrant  for 
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this  statement   I  am  going  into  no  doubtful  questions    Sermon 
here  :   we  have  no  time  for  them.     I  only  call  your '- — 


attention  to  the  fact,  that,  addressing  persons  who  had, 

no  doubt,  for  the  most  part,  received  baptism  in  mature 

life,  when  already  penitent,  already  believing,  he  bade 

them  trace  back  their  union  with  Christ  to  that  public 

and  real  transition  from  a  state  of  Judaism  or  of 

heathenism  to  a  life  of  faith  and  of  holiness,  and  said 

to  them,  Know  ye  not  that  all  we  who  toere  baptized 

into  Christ  Jeeus  were  baptized  into  His  death  ?  or  as 

he  elsewhere  expresses  it  in  writing  to  the  Galatians, 

All  ye  who  were  baptized  into  Christ  did  then  put  on  Gal.  iii.  27. 

{cloihe  yourselves  with)  Christ. 

We,  in  too  many  cases,  need  to  seek  a  vital  union 
with  Christ  at  a  far  later  point  of  earthly  life. 
Let  me  say  of  that  necessity.  It  is  a  real  one :  be 
not  deceived  into  putting  anything  else  in  the  place 
of  a  vital  union  with  Christ;  that  union  which 
consists  in  having  the  Holy  Spirit  of  Christ  to  dwell 
in  you.  But  let  me  add.  Let  no  one  teach  you  to 
despise  the  comfort  and  the  promise  contained  in  that 
simple  ordinance  of  Baptism,  which  is  as  much  of 
Christ's  ordaining,  of  Christ's  sanctioning,  of  Christ's 
blessing,  as  any  human  institution  ever  was  the  ordi- 
nance of  any  human  institutor.  If  unhappily  in  our 
days  the  outward  ordinance  and  the  highest  gift  have 
too  often  parted  company,  yet,  remember,  that  ordi- 
nance is  still  a  standing  pledge,  to  every  peraoti  '^\\q> 
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Seumon    has  been  subjected  to  it,  and  to  tbe  whole  world  which 

'- — stands  by  and  looks  on,  of  Christ's  willingness,  of 

Christ's  will,  to  convey  the  inward  gift  to  each  soul 
that  desires  it,  yes,  to  that  soul  when  and  if  it  desires 
it.  Baptism  the  outward  ordinance,  and  the  promise 
in  words  that  He  will  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to  them 
that  ask  Him,  are  two  harmonious  and  co-ordinate 
assurances  from  the  throne  of  Christ  in  heaven  that, 
if  we  have  not,  it  is  because  we  ask  not ;  if  we  perish, 
it  is  not  His  will,  but  our  own ;  if  we  will  only  turn 
to  Him,  though  it  be  late  and  timidly  and  sorrow- 
fully. He  is  most  ready  to  receive  us,  yea,  even 
before  we  call.  He  will  answer. 

And  let  me  say  one  other  word  with  regard  to 
Baptism,  at  whatever  age  and  under  whatever  circum- 
stances administered;  that  it  leaves  no  one  exactly 
as  he  stood  before  it;  that  it  is  the  act  which 
appropriates  redemption  to  the  individual  man ;  that 
it  seals  upon  the  person  what  Christ  did  for  the  world, 
places  him  within  that  community  to  which  every 
promise  is  made,  and  gives  him  a  right,  of  God's  free 
gift,  to  every  blessing  for  which  his  heart  is  ever 
stirred  to  ask. 

Such  is  the  Christian  standing.  It  is  a  condition 
of  union  with  Christ,  Every  baptized  person  ought 
to  have  that  union;  for  to  every  baptized  person 
who  shall  desire  it  is  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
promised.     But  no  person  must  take  it  for  granted 
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that  he  has  received  that  ffift,  that  availing  gift,  of  the    Sermon 

XIV. 

Holy  Spirit.     He  has  it  not  unless  he  asks  for  it; '■ — 


asks  humbly,  asks  earnestly,  asks  perseveringly.     He 

has  it  not  unless  it  is  working  a  change  in  him  ;  a 

gradual,  a  growing  conformity  to  the  mind  of  Christ 

and  to  the  life  of  Christ.     By  these  signs  shall  he 

know  himself:   examine  yourselves  whether  ye  he  in  2  Cor.  xiii. 

the  faith:  prove  your  own  selves. 

But  now  we  are  taught  the  consequences  of  this 
real  union  with  Christ;   that  union   of  which  He 
Himself  spoke,  when  He  said  to  His  disciples,  /  am  the  John  xv.  5. 
t?me,  ye  are  the  branches  .  .  .  without  me  {apart  from 
me)  ye  caii  do  nothing  .  .  .  abide  in  ?ne,  and  I  in  you. 

If  you  are  united  to  Christ — such  is  St.  Paul's 
argument — then  whatever  has  happened  to  Christ 
has  also  happened  to  you.  Did  Christ  die?  then 
you,  who  are  one  with  Christ,  died  also.  Thelove2CoT.YA5. 
of  Christ  constraineth  us  ;  because  we  thus  Judge,  that, 
if  one  died  for  all,  then  (not,  were  all  dead,  but)  did 
all  die  with  Him  and  in  Him  ;  and  that  He  died  for 
all,  that  the  living  might  no  longer  live  in  relation  to 
themselves,  as  the  object  of  their  life,  but  in  relation, 
with  constant  regard  and  reference,  to  Him  who 
•for  them  died  and  was  raised  from  death.  Did 
Christ,  then,  die?  you,  who  are  one  with  Christ, 
died  also.  Was  Christ  raised  from  death?  then 
you,  who  are  one  with  Christ,  rose  also.  Did  Christ 
ascend  into  heaven?  then  you,  who  are  one  "witk 
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Sermon    Christ,  ascended  also:    then  is  heaven  your  home; 

XTV 

'■ — not  your  future  home  only,  but  your  present  home 

also :  then  is  your  treasure  there :  then  is  your 
happiness,  your  comfort,  your  strength,  your  life, 
there  also ;  hidden,  stored  away,  out  of  sight,  out  of 
reach  of  attack,  of  accident,  of  change ;  safe,  perfectly 
safe ;  yea,  hidden  with  Christ  in  Ood. 

What  a  view  is  thus  opened!  how  wide,  how 
lofty,  how  glorious  !  What  an  antidote  to  caxe  and 
.  fear,  to  restlessness  and  anxiety,  to  minor  ambitions 
and  to  unworthy  vanities!  The  Christian  is  one 
with  Christ:  Christ  has  passed  safely  through  this 
life,  Christ  has  overcome  the  world,  Christ  has  died 
and  risen  and  ascended ;  then  you,  who  are  one  with 
Him,  may  well  be  bidden  to  seek  the  things  above 
and  to  mind  the  things  above,  to  have  your  heart 
and  your  aim  and  your  interest  and  your  affection 
firmly  fixed  in  heaven,  where  true  joys  are  to  be 
found,  because  Christ  Himself  is  there ;  Christ  who 
once  died  for  sin,  Christ  who  now  and  ever  liveth 
unto  God. 

And  we  are  reminded  too,  in  the  passage  before 
us,  not  only  of  the  present  position,  but  also  of  the 
coming  change,  of  a  Christian.  When  Christ,  our 
Life,  is  manifested,  then  shall  ye  also  he  manifested  witk 
Him  in  glory.  At  present,  though  Christ  is,  and 
though  the  inner  life  of  a  Christian  is  a  real  thing, 
yet  there  is  a  veil  over  both,  which  hides  the  reality 
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from  the  eyes  of  men,  and  makes  it  possible  for  the    Sermon 
unbelieving  to  doubt  and  to  deny  it.  '- — 


There  is  a  veil  between  us  and  Christ     We  walk  2  Cor.  v.  7. 
ly  faithf  not  hy  sight     Blessed  are  they  who  have  not  John  xx. 
seen  and  yet  have  believed.     But  that  veil  will  be 
taken  away:  in  a  moment^  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye^  1  Cor.  xv. 
when  the  appointed  time  comes,  He  will  be  revealed ; 
unveiled,  disclosed,  manifested  ;   every  eye  shall  see  Rev.  i.  7. 
Him;    and  wonderful,  incredible,  will  it  then  seem 
to  the  now  most  incredulous,  that  they  could  ever 
for  one  moment  have  gainsaid  or  forgotten  His  glory. 

And  there  is  a  veil  too  over  the  life  of  a  Christian. 
Men  see  not  his  connection  with  One  within  the 
veiL  They  hear  not  his  communings  with  that 
invisible  world  and  with  Him  who  dwells  there. 
They  know  not  in  what  strength  he  walks,  through 
whom  he  conquers,  by  what  supplies  his  inner  life  is 
fed,  or  what  is  tlie  intrinsic  dignity  of  a  position 
oftentimes  so  humble.  But  they  shall  see,  they  shall 
know.  When  Christy  our  Life^  is  manifested^  then 
shall  ye  he  manifested  with  Ilim  in  glory.  That  is 
the  time  elsewhere  spoken  of  as  the  manifestation  of  Rom.  viii. 
ike  sons  of  God,  That  is  the  time  for  which  St. 
Paul  describes  the  whole  creation,  rational  alike  and  ibid.  22. 
irrational,  as  instinctively  looking  and  longing.  At 
present  there  is  a  veil  over  human  character :  men 
move  about  among  their  fellows,  and  know  not  with 
whom  they  mingle ;  know  not  the  hidden  vileneas  of 
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Sermon    one,  know  not  the  hidden  majesty  of  another*     But, 

XIV 

'■ —  when  that  day  comes   which  is   sometimes   briefly 

Rora.  viii  Called  the  adoption,  that  is,  the  manifestation  of  a 
sonship  which  has  before  been  veiled,  then  will  the 
disclosure  of  Christ  be  the  signal  for  the  disclosure  of 
those  who  are  one  with  Christ,  and  the  careless  and 
the  hardened  will  suddenly  awaken  to  the  conscious- 
ness of  a  glory  which  has  been  about  them  unper- 
Gen.xxviiL  ceived  before,  and  say.  Surely  the  Lord  has  been  in 
this  place — in  my  neighbourhood,  in  my  family,  in 
my  home,  in  my  very  presence — and  I  Tcnew  it  not. 

Finally,  let  the  thoughts  on  which  we  have  dwelt, 
not  only  quicken  in  us  an  earnest  longing  after  that 
union  with  Christ  of  which  such  glorious  things  are 
spoken,  but  also  turn  to  a  very  practical  use  this 
high  and  holy  commemoration.  Mortify  thereforey  St 
Paul  says,  your  members  which  are  upon  the  earth. 
If  your  position  is  that  of  persons  whose  home  is  in 
heaven,  of  persons  who  have  already  with  Christ  and 
in  His  person  died  and  risen  again  and  ascended, 
take  heed  lest  your  life  here  below  should  belie  that 
glorious  gift.  If  men  see  you,  or,  let  us  rather  say, 
if  God  sees  you,  to  be  still  self-indulgent,  still  selfish, 
still  eager  for  worldly  advantage,  still  grasping  after 
worldly  shadows,  still  proud,  still  vain,  still  resentftd, 
still  ungovemed  in  temper,  still  unrenewed  in  heart, 
or  (yet  worse)  still  sinful  in  life,  O,  these  things  will 
be  a  witness  against  you  that  you  are  either  deceived 
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or  else  a  deceiver,  still   a  sti'anger  to  that  gift  of   Sermon 

XIV. 

Christ  which  is  the  one  infallible  mark  of  all  who  are  — - —  — 
His.  O  carry  the  light  of  conscience,  the  light  of  the 
Word,  the  light  of  the  Spirit,  into  these  hearts  and 
lives  of  yours.  Spare  nothing  that  oflfends  in  you : 
you  will  be  glad  and  thankful  one  day  to  have  swept 
it  clean  away.  It  will  not  bring  you  peace  at  the 
last,  to  have  spared  one  darling  lust,  one  rebellious 
temper.  It  will  be  your  tormentor,  be  quite  sure, 
before  all  is  over.  And  O  the  deep  peace,  the  bright 
hope,  the  sense  of  strength,  the  consciousness  of 
being  cared  for  and  helped  from  on  high,  which 
springs  out  of  one  resolute  conflict  waged  and  carried 
through  against  the  power  of  sin ! 

For  the  sake  of  these  things  cometh  the  torath  of 
God.  Yes,  cometh,  and  is  come.  There  is  no  doubt, 
even  now,  even  in  this  sinful  world,  on  which  side 
God  is  in  the  great  strife  of  good  and  evil.  He  leaves 
not  Himself  without  witness.  He  hath  bent  His  how,  Ps.  vii.  12. 
and  made  it  ready,  not  for  a  future  day  of  recom- 
pence  only,  but  even  already,  even  now.  He  has  not 
wholly  deserted  the  world  which  would  fain  isolate 
itself  from  Him :  in  conscience  He  still  speaks,  in 
human  life  He  already  sometimes  judges. 

But  the  Lord  is  ri^en,  risen  indeed,  risen  as  on  this 
day;  and  risen  for  this  one  purpose,  that  He  might B.om.xiv.0. 
be  Lord  both  of  the  dead  and  living.     Let  every  heart 
in  this  congregation  own  Him  as  such.     If  w^x^x 
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Sermon    before,  yet  now,  yet  on  this  day,  yet  before  yon  go 
'- —  forth  from  this  place,  I  wonld  beseech  you  to  do  Him 


homage.  No  man  who  has  once  spoken  to  Him  from 
the  heart,  will  again  willingly  be  silent.  No  man 
who  has  paid  one  visit  to  that  heaven  where  Christ 
is  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  will  ever  rest  without 
seeking  Him  again.  The  veil  which  hangs  between 
you  and  Him  is  slight  and  shadowy :  push  it  aside, 
and  enter.  Let  fiaith  pierce  it.  Reality  is  within, 
shadows  without  Believe  yourself  to  have  entered : 
behold,  worship,  pray,  as  if  you  were  within,  as  if 
you  were  in  His  presence:  He  will  hear.  He  will 
answer.  The  spiritual  world  is  not  local:  it 
Rom.  X.  6.  is  near,  it  is  present,  it  is  within  you.  Say  not 
in  thine  hearty  who  shall  ascend  for  me  into  heaven? 
as  though  to  bring  Christ  down  from  above :  or^  who 
shall  descend  for  me  into  the  deep?  as  though  to 
bring  up  Christ  again  from  the  dead:  nOj  the  vwrd 
is  nigh  thee,  in  thy  mouthy  and  in  thy  heart;  that  m, 
the  word  of  faith  which  we  preach  ;  that,  if  thou  shaU 
confess  with  thy  vnouth  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  shaU 
believe  in  thine  heart  that  God  hath  raised  Him  from 
the  dead,  thou  shalt  be  saved.  For  with  the  heart  man 
believeth  unto  righteousness;  and  with  the  mouih 
confession  is  made  unto  salvation. 


SERMON  XV. 


THE  RETURN  FROM  THE  SEPULCHRE 


GOSPEL  FOR  EASTER  DAY. 


St.  John  xx.  1 — ^10. 


1  On  the  first  day  of  tJie  week  cometh  Mary  Magdalene  early ^ 
while  it  was  still  dark,  to  the  s€2mlchre,  and  seeth  the  stone 

2  already  taken  away  from  tJie  sepulchre.  Slie  runneth  therefore^ 
and  cometh  to  Simon  Peter,  and  to  the  other  disciple,  him 
wlvom  Jesus  loved,  and  saith  to  them.  They  have  taken  atoay 
tlie  Lord  out  of  the  sepulchre,  and  we  know  not  where  they 

3  have  placed  Him,     Peter  therefore  went  forth,  and  the  other 

4  disciple,  and  they  set  out  to  the  sepulchre.  And  they  ran, 
the  two  together :  and  the  other  disciple  ran  on  more  quickly 

5  than  Petei',  and  came  first  to  the  sepulchre,  and,  stooping  to 

6  look  in,  seeth  the  linen  clothes  lying,  but  went  not  in.  Simon 
Peter  therefore  cometh  following  him,  and  went  into  the  sepul- 

7  chre,  and  helwldeih  the  linen  clothes  lying,  and  the  napkin, 
which  was  on  His  liead,  not  lying  vAth  the  linen  clothes,  hU 

8  wrapped  up  in  one  j^lace  apart.  Then  went  in  therefore  the 
other  disciple  also,  who  came  first  to  the  sepulchre,  and  *he 

9  saw,  and  believed :  for  not  even  yet  knew  they  the  scripture, 
10   that  He  must  rise  from  among  the  dead.      The   disciples 

therefore  went  away  again  to  their  home. 


SERMON  XV. 

THE  RETURN  FROM  THE  SEPULCHRE. 

St.  John  xx.  10. 
Then  the  disciples  went  away  again  v/nto  their  ovm  home. 

These  words  close  the  Gospel  for  Easter  Day.    sermon 

Viewed  even  liistorically,  tliey  are  full  of  interest. '. 

The  contrast  between  the  two  disciples  as  they 
awoke  that  morning  and  as  they  slept  that  night,  as 
they  ran  to  the  sepulchre  and  as  they  returned  from 
it,  is  one  which  we  cannot  think  of  without  emotion. 
That  sudden  change,  from  the  darkness  of  sorrow  and 
disbelief  and  self-reproach  ;  from  the  state  of  one  who 
has  lost  his  best  friend  and  never  expects  to  see  him 
again  in  this  world,  and  not  only  so,  but  who  in  part- 
ing with  him  has  to  remember  that  his  own  unkind- 
ness,  his  own  desertion,  aggravated  the  pain  of  death 
and  must  for  ever  embitter  the  remembrance  of  the 
separation  ;  to  that  of  one  who  has  had  the  evidence 
of  his  own  senses  that  the  tomb  is  deserted,  that  the 
dead  friend  is  living,  that  all  his  words  which  told  of 
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Sermon   resurrection,  however  unintelligible,  however  incre- 

XV 

! dible,  at  the  time,  were  intended  literally  and  have 

literally  been  fulfilled,  so  that  now  it  is  not  too  much 
to  hope  that  even  on  earth  there  may  yet  be  converse, 
there  may  yet  be  reunion,  and  at  all  events  that  the 
hope  of  redemption  which  had  been  awakened  by 
years  of  intercourse  and  companionship  with  him  was 
no  fable,  no  delusion,  but  a  real  and  certain  truth; 
this  change,  this  transition,  from  darkness  to  light, 
from  sorrow  to  joy,  from  despair  to  confidence,  has 
ever  been  a  delightful  subject  of  Christian  meditation, 
and  is  here  brought  within  the  compass  of  ten  short 
verses  and  presented  to  our  view  as  a  topic  most 
suitable  to  that  great  commemoration  to  which  this 
holy  day  is  consecrated. 

But,  if  interesting  and  attractive  as  the  record  of  a 
historical  fact,  as  suggesting  the  idea  of  an  unspeak- 
able joy  vouchsafed  long  ages  ago  to  Christ's  first 
disciples,  does  not  the  same  verse  which  has  just  been 
read  to  you  speak  also  to  us  and  of  us  as  those  who 
have  been  permitted  once  again  to  celebrate  the  anni- 
versary of  His  Resurrection,  and  are  now  about  to 
return  from  it  to  the  various  homes  and  to  the  various 
occupations  in  which  and  amidst  which  it  has  pleased 
God  that  our  earthly  life  should  be  spent  ? 

The  discvples  then  went  away  again  unto  their  own 
home.  They  went,  we  know,  with  hopes  revived  and 
hearts  comforted.     They  went,  to  expect  further  com- 
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munications  from  Him  whom  they  now  know  to  be    sermon 

alive  from  the  dead.     They  went  to  recall  to  mind '. 

the  words  which  He  had  so  lately  spoken,  but  to 
which  they  had  listened  at  the  time  with  hearts  so 
deaf  that  it  was  as  if  they  had  never  heard  them. 
They  went,  to  talk  one  to  another  of  the  things  which 
had  happened.  They  went,  to  give  thanks  to  God 
for  all  that  they  had  been  permitted  to  hear  and  to 
see  of  their  Divine  Master,  and  to  try  to  carry  out  in 
their  daily  lives  tlie  instructions  which  He  had  given 
and  the  example  which  He  had  set  them. 

I  will  not  attempt  an  elaborate  subdivision  of 
the  subject  which  I  desire  to-night  to  press  upon 
you.  But  I  would  show  you  how  just  and  how 
forcible  an  application  the  text  has  to  our  own  cir- 
cumstances. I  would  ponder  with  you  the  senses 
in  which  we  may  be  said  to-night  to  resemble 
the  disciples  here  spoken  of  as  returning  from  the 
sight  of  the  deserted  sepulchre,  which  was  to  them 
the  assurance  of  Christ's  life  after  death,  to  their 
several  homes  and  occupations,  with  feelings  so  much 
altered  from  anything  they  had  known  before. 

1,  Let  me  say  then,  first  of  all,  that  we  ought  to 
return  to  our  homes  and  to  our  occupations  with 
hopes  revived  and  hearts  comforted. 

The  fact  of  Christ's  resurrection  is  not  indeed  a 
new  knowledge  to  us.  We  have  said  over  and  over 
again,  all  of  us,  in  our  Creeds,  The  third  day  He  ro%^ 
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Serjioh    again  from  the  dead.    But  it  is  wisely  ordered,  in  our 

! —  Church,  that  the  separate  truths  of  Christ's  doctrine, 

the  successive  steps,  if  I  may  so  express  it,  of  Christ's 
redemption,  should  be  presented  to  us  every  year  <me 
by  one,  for  distinct  and  definite  contemplation^  as 
well  as  that  they  should  all  be  always  recognized, 
always  commemorated,  in  their  aggregate  and  combi- 
nation, whenever  we  come  together  on  the  commonest 
occasion  for  the  purposes  of  prayer  and  praise.     And 
we  miss  a  great  blessing,  when  we  allow  either  indo- 
lence or  self-will  to  deprive  us  of  this  separate  am- 
templation  of  the  several  events  of  His  life,  and  more 
particularly  of  the  several  stages  of  that  progress  by 
which  He  passed  through  humiliation  to  glory.     Our 
minds  are  so  constituted,  and,  we  may  add,  the  method 
of  our  redemption  is  so  arranged,  that  we  ought  to 
view  each  part  in  its  turn  singly  and  separately,  as 
well  as  the  whole  work,  at  other  times,  in  its  object, 
its  combination,  and  its  result. 

To-day  then  the  part  of  the  truth  which  has  been 
presented  to  us  thus  distinctly  is  the  resurrection  of 
Christ :  the  fact,  the  simple  yet  marvellous  fact,  that, 
after  really  dying,  by  that  death  which  we  have  looked 
upon  during  the  past  week  in  its  circumstances  and  in 
its  details;  after  being  buried  in  a  particular  place 
and  before  several  witnesses ;  after  lying  in  the  state 
of  death,  His  tomb  guarded  and  watched,  through  a 
2X)rtion  of  three  days,  by  those  who  were  interested  to 
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prevent  the  removal  of  the  body  by  any  secret  or   Sermox 

eollnsive  means ;  and  after  passing,  as  to  His  soul, '- — 

into  that  condition,  whatever  it  be,  which  men's  sonls 
pass  into  when  separated  from  the  body  ;  a  condition 
expressed  in  our  Creed  by  the  words.  He  descended 
into  hell,  that  is,  into  Hades,  into  the  place  or  the 
state  of  departed  spirits  between  death  and  resurrec- 
tion; the  fact,  I  say,  that,  after  these  realities  of  death, 
burial^  and  sojourn  in  the  Paradise  of  the  departed. 
He  did  rise  again  out  of  death  ;  His  soul  returned  to 
the  lifeless  body,  and  He  became  again  a  living  man, 
invested  with  that  transformed,  that  immortal  body, 
which  dieth  no  more,  which  needs  no  more  the  things 
which  are  necessary  to  the  life  of  this  world,  but  is 
ready  to  take  its  place  above  in  the  everlasting  pre- 
sence of  God. 

This  is  the  fact  which  has  been  presented  to  us  to- 
day. And  now  can  we  go  away  again  to  our  own 
homes,  like  the  first  disciples,  with  hearts  comforted 
by  this  faith  in  Christ  risen?  Why  are  we  here 
to-night  ?  Why  have  we  taken  part  in  the  services 
of  this  day?  Why  did  many  of  us  partake  this 
morning  of  the  Lord's  Supper  ?  O  surely  it  has  not 
been  as  a  mere  form!  Surely  it  has  not  been  in 
irreverence :  surely  not  in  utter  ungodliness,  careless- 
ness^ or  hardness  of  heart !  I  know  how  subtle  the 
tempter  is,  how  capricious  are  the  alternations  of  feel- 
ing, how  powerful  the  workings  of  sin.    But  1  dio  tloV, 

t2 
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Sermon    I  will  not,  doubt  that  all  of  us  who  are  here  assembled 

XV. 

'■ —  do  acknowledge  Christ  as  their  Saviour,  do  desire  His 

mercy  and  help,  do  wish,  however  faintly,  to  live  to 
Him.     I  am  sure  that  very  many  are  not  in  any  sense 
His  enemies :  rather  are  they  His  humble  disciples, 
though  they  may  be  very  faint-hearted,  very  luke- 
warm, very  sinful.     Now  all  these — and  God  grant 
that  the  description  may  embrace  all  who  are  here 
present — have  great  cause  to  rejoice  in  the  resurrec- 
tion of  Christ.     O  what  should  we  be  if  Christ  had 
died  for  us — even  if  Christ  had  died  for  us — and  not 
risen  ?     Put  yourselves  for  a  nloment  out  of  sight  of 
Christ  risen ;  imagine  that  you  were  without  a  living 
Intercessor,  a  living  Mediator,  a  living  High  Priest ; 
and  do  you  not  feel  that  life  would  be  for  you  far 
darker,  far  more  dreary,  far  more  hopeless,  than  even 
with  the  faintest  Christian  hope  it  is  ?     Then  I  say 
that  we  ought  to  go  home  to-night  with  hopes  revived 
and  hearts  comforted  by  having  gazed  to-day  upon 
the  resurrection  of  Christ.      I  am  sure  you  are  glad 
that  He  has  risen.     Cherish  that  feeling.     It  is  a 
good  one,  for  all  of  us.     It  is  a  sound  and  a  safe  and 
a  salutary  one,  for  all  of  us.     Thank  God  for  His 
inestimable  love  in  the  redemption  of  the  world  by 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  for  the  means  of  grace,  and 
for  the  hope  of  glory.     All  these  things  are  insepar- 
ably bound  up  in  the  assurance  that  Christ  who  died 
lives  again.     Go  home  rejoicing  that  it  is  so :  and  be 
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assured  that  in  that  very  rejoicing  lies  for  you  the    Skrmon 

XV. 

germ  of  life.  '- — 


2.  And  this  brings  us  naturally  to  the  second 
point  touched  upon.  We  should  return  home,  as  did 
the  first  disciples,  to  expect  further  communications 
from  Him  whom  we  believe  to  be  alive  firom  the  dead. 

I  would  earnestly  press  upon  you  this  consideration. 
The  disciples,  when  they  saw  the  tomb  empty,  and 
were  thus  convinced  that  Christ  was  risen,  yet  were 
in  a  most  imperfect  state  as  regarded  their  knowledge 
of  Him.  We  all  know  that  during  forty  days  He 
was  from  time  to  time  visiting  them ;  visiting  one 
here,  another  there,  then  several,  then  all,  of  them 
together ;  speaking  to  them,  as  the  beginning  of 
the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  expresses  it,  of  the  things  Acts  i.  3. 
pertaining  to  the  kingdom  of  God ;  familiarizing  them 
with  the  thought  of  Himself  as  risen,  and  habituating 
them,  at  the  same  time,  to  His  being  no  longer 
constantly  with  them;  in  short,  as  before,  so  now 
also,  manifesting  to  them  His  truth  as  they  icere  able  MarkiT.33 
to  hear  it,  and  preparing  them,  by  a  most  wise  as 
well  as  loving  discipline,  for  the  work  which  they 
were  afterwards  to  accomplish  for  Him  in  the  world. 

My  brethren,  we  should  be  ill  off  if  we  too  might 
not  expect  further  communications,  beyond  what 
we  have  already  received,  from  our  risen  Saviour. 
I  do  not  mean  that  we  expect,  or  ought  to  expect, 
new  revelations  from  Him.     In  His  Word  we  have 


278  THE  RETURN   FROM 

Sermon    all  that  we  need  of  this  kind.     But  new  communlca-' 
XV 

'  tions  from  Him  we  do  greatly  need ;  and  they  who 
ask  for  them  shall  have  them.  I  would  have  you  go 
back  to-night,  and  enter  again  to-morrow  upon  your 
common  occupations,  with  the  full  expectation,  even 
as  the  disciples  doubtless  did,  of  hearing  and  seeing 
more  than  you  have  yet  heard  and  seen  of  your 
living  Lord. 

What  is  your  case  ?  Which  of  the  cases  described 
in  the  chapter  before  us  does  it  most  resemble?  I 
will  venture  to  say,  whatever  your  case  be,  there  is  a 
parallel  for  it  here ;  in  the  mind  of  some  one  of  those 
first  disciples  to  whom  Jesus  appeared  after  His 
resurrection. 

Are  you  a  doubter?  Are  you  one  of  those,  of 
whom  there  have  been  some  in  every  age,  who  find 
a  great  diflSculty  in  apprehending,  in  grasping  and 
handling,  the  truth  of  the  Gospel?  to  whom  the 
Incarnation,  or  the  Resurrection,  the  idea  of  a  spiri- 
tual communion  with  God,  or  of  a  spiritual  influence 
derived  from  God,  presents  much  that  is  puzzling 
and  baffling  to  their  human  comprehension?  one 
who  would  give  all  that  he  possesses  and  all  that 
he  is  for  one  ray  of  absolute  conviction  as  to  the 
revelations  made  to  us  in  the  Gospel?  one  who 
doubts,  not  because  he  wishes  to  doubt,  but  because 
the  simple  Gospel  seems  to  him  too  good  to  be  true? 
Then  for  you  there  is  the  case  of  Thomas ;  who  said 
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that  he  could  not  believe  unless  he  actually  saw,  and    Sermon 

XV. 

who  was  so  tenderly  dealt  with  by  his  Saviour  that '- — 


he  was  permitted  to  see,  and  yet,  in  the  very  moment 
of  this  indulgence,  was  made  to  be  the  encourager  of 
all  those  who  by  the  nature  of  the  case  could  not 
equally  enjoy  it,  when  it  was  said  to  him,  Thomas,  John  xx. 
because  thou  hast  seen  me,  thou  hast  believed:  blessed 
are  they  which  have  not  seen^  and  yet  have  believed. 

Or  are  you,  again,  one  whose  past  life  has  been 
defiled  by  much  sin,  and  who  in  the  remembrance  of 
that  guilty  past  is  often  tempted  to  say.  No,  the 
Gospel  cannot  be  for  me  ?  Then  remember  to  whom  it 
was  that  Christ  after  His  resurrection  first  appeared  ; 
even  to  Mary  Magdalene,  out  ofwhom^  it  is  expressly  MarkxviQ. 
added,  in  the  same  connection,  by  one  of  the 
Evangelists,  He  had  cast  seven  devils,  Kead  the 
record  of  that  appearance,  as  it  is  given  us  in  this 
very  chapter :  and  then  you  will  see  that  none  are 
quite  so  near  to  Christ  as  the  self-abased  and  self- 
accusing  penitent;  that,  so  far  firom  coming  last  to 
them,  He  comes  to  them  first,  and  with  His  most 
gracious  words  of  comfort ;  that  there  is  no  state  of 
mind  in  which  we  so  truly  see  the  heavens  opened,  and  Actsvii.56. 
Jesus  standing  on  the  right  hand  of  God,  as  that  in 
which  we  are  most  deeply  humbled  by  the  sense  of 
sin,  and  driven,  as  it  were,  by  very  necessity,  to  cry 
aloud  for  a  salvation  altogether  of  grace  and  alto- 
gether from  above. 

i 
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Sermon        But  what  I  am  urging  upon  you  at  this  moment  is, 
'■ —  that,  whatever  be  the  present  state  of  your  knowledge, 


or  faith,  or  conviction,  you  ought,  in  returning  home 
from  that  sight  of  the  empty  sepulchre  which  is  your 
assurance  of  the  resurrection,  to  expect  further  com- 
munications, according  to  your  need,  from  One  who 
is  alive  from  the  dead.  Do  not  imagine  that  the 
whole  of  the  Gospel  is  communicated  to  any  man  at 
once.  Its  great  basis  and  groundwork,  the  death  and 
the  resurrection  of  Christ,  is  soon  stated :  but  that 
is  but  the  beginning  of  knowledge ;  of  that  knowledge 
which  lies  not  in  the  head  only  but  in  the  heart ;  of 
that  knowledge  which  is  not  so  much  the  knowledge 
of  things  as  the  knowledge  of  a  Person ;  of  that 
John  xvii.  knowledge  which  is  life  eternal  because  it  is  com- 
munion with  the  only  true  God  through  Jesus  Christ 
whom  He  hath  sent.  Expect  every  day  to  see  more 
of  Christ,  by  communicating  directly  with  Him,  and 
with  God  through  Him,  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

3.  I  mentioned  as  a  third  point  in  the  condition  of 
the  disciples  spoken  of  in  the  text — and  it  is  one 
equally  applicable  to  us — that  they  returned  from  the 
sepulchre  to  remember  Christ's  words. 

They  had  heard  Him  say  many  things,  careful  as 
He  was  to  teach  them  gradually  and  appropriately, 
which  at  the  time  they  did  not  understand.  This 
very  fact  of  the  Resurrection  was  an  instance  of  it. 
Again  and  again  it  had  been  foretold  to  them  during 
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His  earthly  life.    And  yet  in  the  verse  before  the  text    Sermon 
we  are  expressly  told  that  as  yet  they  knew  not  the 


Scripture^  that  He  must  rise  again  from  the  dead. 
It  is  a  striking  instance  of  the  way  in  which  all  truth 
aifects  the  human  mind.  It  requires  that  there 
should  be  something  in  us  to  which  it  can  assimilate 
itself.  We  all  know  that  one  of  the  higher  dis- 
coveries of  a  science  is  altogether  unintelligible  to 
HSy  its  statement  a  merely  unmeaning  sound  in  our 
(ears,  until  we  have  learned  the  principles  of  that 
science,  and  risen  step  by  step  to  the  particular  truth 
in  question.  So  was  it  with  the  disciples,  during  the 
eaarthly  ministry  of  Christ,  in  reference  to  the  things 
that  were  to  befall  Him  at  its  close.  They  had  their 
own  idea  of  what  it  was  likely  and  of  what  it  was 
becoming  that  He  should  be,  and,  so  long  as  they 
retained  that  prejudice,  they  could  not  learn  what  He 
was  and  was  to  be.  It  was  not  xmtil  after  the 
Besurrection  that  His  words  began  to  come  back  upon 
them  as  voices  and  not  sounds.  Then  indeed, 
in  that  interval  between  the  Resurrection  and  the 
Ascension,  they  had  occupation  enough  in  recalling 
to  themselves  the  things  which  He  had  spoken,  in 
pondering  their  unsuspected  meaning,  and  in  marvel- 
ling at  their  own  unbelief  in  having  listened  as  it 
were  without  hearing. 

Even  thus  is  it  with  us  after  every  real  appre- 
hension  of  the   resurrection   and    immortal  life    of 
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Sermon    Christ     We  go  back  to  our  homes  to  remember 

XV.  ,  .  •  .         ,       . 

'■ —  His  words.     Revelations  which  lie  like  dead  things 


on  the  pages  of  the  Bible,  while  we  read  them,^  I  do 
not  say  with  carelessness  only,  or  with  indifference^ 
or  with  prejudice,  but  even,  if  I  might  so  express  it, 
apart  from  Christ;  as  things  spoken  or  written, 
rather  than  as  the  living  voice  of  a  Person ;  become 
instinct  with  life  and  meaning  when  we  kneel  oyer 
them  as  in  Christ's  presence,  beseech  Him  to  speak 
them  to  our  consciences,  and  let  the  light  fall  ftill 
upon  them  from  His  abode  in  heaven.  We  ongfat 
to  go  back  from  every  such  celebration  as  that 
of  this  day,  to  read  the  Holy  Scriptures  with  « 
double  interest.  If  there  is  one  word  of  truth  in  the 
fact  which  we  to-day  commemorate,  it  means  tha* 
Rom.  vi.  9.  Christ,  being  raised  from  the  dead,  dieth  no  more  ;  it 
Heb.vii.25.  means  that  He  ever  liveth  to  make  intercession  fcft 
Acts  V.  31.  us  ;  it  means  that  God  ha^  exalted  Him  with  His  e/uM 
right  hand  to  he  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour^  to  give  repeiU*' 
ance  to  each  of  us  and  forgiveness  of  sins ;  it  means 
that  the  time  is  come,  of  which  Jesus  Himself  said 
John  xiv.   to  His  disciplcs.  Because  I  live,  ye  shall  live  also, 

4  Once  again,  the  disciples  went  away  to  thrif 
own  home  to  talk  one  to  another  of  the  things  which 
had  happened. 

Thus  were  two  other  disciples  occupied,  as  thqr 
Luke  xxiv.  walked  that  same  day  to   the  village  of  Emmans, 

13  rf  «-> 

and  were  joined  in  their  walk  by  Him  of  whom 
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they  communed.     I  need  not  say  how  in  all  times    Sermon 

this  ought  to  be  descriptive  of  those  who  believe  in ^  - 

Christ's  resurrection.  He  Himself  came  upon  earth, 
died  and  rose  again,  not  to  redeem  to  Himself 
individual  souls  only,  but  also  to  gather  together  «n  Johnxi.52. 
one  the  children  of  God  that  were  scattered  abroad. 
He  knew  that  the  spiritual  life  needs  communion,  as 
with  Himself  above,  so  also  with  partakers  of  the 
same  benefit  below.  That  is  the  very  meaning  of  a 
Church.  Every  ordinance  of  public  worship  is  in- 
stituted on  that  principle.  The  Lord's  Prayer  itself 
aaks  every  blessing  for  others  also  as  well  as  for 
the  person  praying.  And,  as  in  these  most  obvious, 
wajSy  so  in  a  more  private  manner  also,  we  all 
know,  by  experience  of  it  or  by  the  want  of  it,  how 
important  is  communion,  human  communion  I  mean, 
to  the  life  within.  How  often  has  a  word  of  hearty 
encouragement,  spoken  by  one  who  knew  and  felt 
what  he  said,  cheered  and  animated  our  onward  way ! 
How  often  has  a  word  of  deep  sympathy,  the 
disclosure,  from  some  loving  heart,  of  an  infirmity, 
a  fault,  a  coldness,  a  backwardness,  an  unbelief,  just 
such  as  we  were  conscious  of,  been  the  means  of 
raising  us  from  a  deep  depression,  or  of  guiding  us 
to  a  point  of  rest  and  strength !  Those  who  have 
together  commemorated  the  reality  of  Christ's 
resurrection,  can  scarcely  go  home  to  be  silent 
altogether,  from  day  to  day,  as  to  the  faith  and  the 

I 
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Sermon    hope  which  are  deeply  cherished  within.     Or,  if  they 

* —  speak  not,  at  least  they  will  indicate  one  to  another, 

by  signs  not  to  be  misunderstood,  that  they  are 
pursuing  the  same  end,  by  the  same  means,  through 
the  same  difficulties,  in  the  same  strength. 

5.  I  add  yet  one  last  particular.  The  disciples 
went  back  to  their  own  homes  full  of  thankfulness 
to  God  for  all  that  He  had  permitted  them  to  see  and 
hear  of  Christ,  and  desirous  to  show  that  thankful- 
ness by  obeying  the  directions  and  by  following  the 
example  of  their  beloved  Master. 

And  surely  this,  my  brethren,  ought  to  be  the 
parting  word,  the  abiding  impression,  of  our  Easter 
Day.  If  we  at  all  enter  into  its  great  subject,  can  it  be 
otherwise  ?  Christ  raised  for  our  justification ;  ChriBt 
raised  to  be  our  Intercessor ;  Christ  raised  to  be  oar 
Life ;  Christ  raised  to  be  hereafter  our  Resurrection; 
these  things  are  either  true,  or  they  are  emp^ 
sounds :  if,  as  we  all  hope,  as  we  all  believe,  they 
are  true,  surely  they  are  matters  for  thankfulness, 
and  surely  they  are  calls  to  exertion ;  exertion  within, 
as  well  as  exertion  without.  The  soul  needs  energy 
to  take  hold  of  these  things.  They  must  not  lie  <m 
the  surface  of  the  mind :  they  will  do  no  good  therCi 
The  eye  of  the  soul  must  be  firmly  fixed  upon  them: 
they  must  be  taken  into  view :  they  must  be  handled: 
they  must  be  leaned  upon,  tried,  and  used.  O  there 
is  a  great  backwardness  in  us  in  believing    any 
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spiritual  truth!     How  often  does  it  seem  to  elude    Sermon 

XV. 

us  when  we  have  just  grasped  it !     How  often  does 


the  question  recur,  What  if  it  be  all  a  dream  ?  We 
must  not  he  daunted  by  these  misgivings.  They  are 
easily  to  be  accounted  for.  We  live  in  a  world 
of  sense.  What  we  cannot  see  with  our  eyes  and 
handle  with  our  hands,  there  is  much  to  make  us 
deem  visionary.  God  knows  our  difBculties.  Jesus 
Christ  Himself  seems  to  have  recognized  them  in  the 
words,  before  referred  to,  addressed  to  His  doubting 
Apostle,  But  these  things  are  not  motives  for  dis- 
regarding spiritual  truth,  for  acquiescing  in  doubt, 
for  hoping  that  doubt  is  venial  and  will  be  forgiven. 
Bather  should  they  be  attractions  to  belief.  The 
knowledge  that  God  sees,  that  Christ  feels  for,  our 
difficulties  in  believing,  should  arouse  us  to  throw 
ourselves  upon  His  help  in  overcoming  them.  There 
is  great  strength  in  sympathy.  It  is  not  enfeebling : 
it  is  invigorating.  Most  of  all,  when  that  sympathy 
is  Divine ;  when  it  can  not  only  feel  for  us,  therefore, 
but  help  also.  And  God  will  help  us  to  believe. 
Faith  is  His  gift :  but  it  is  given  to  aU  who  ask  it. 
Not  all  at  once  strong  faith,  undoubting  assurance : 
this  may  come  after :  but  humble  faith,  hoping  faith, 
trusting  faith;  the  faith  which  says.  Lord,  to  whom  John vi. 68. 
shaJl  I  go  f  Thou,  Thou  only,  hast  the  words  of  eternal 
life:  none  else,  in  heaven  or  in  earth,  even  professes 
to  have  eternal  life  to  offer  to  a  sinner  like  me  *,  Itifc 
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Sermon   faith  which  says,  Lord^  I  believe :   help   Thau  rnks 
unbelief;  the  faith  which  accepts  thankftdly  a  little 


Markix.24.  .      i      /.       , 

light,  and  waits  trustingly  for  the  perfect  day. 

It  is    with  this  kind  of   faith   that    alinost  all 

Christians  have  begun :  and  their  sincerity  has  been 

shown  in  accepting  it,  in  thanking  God  for  it^  a&d  in 

waiting  upon  Him  for  more.     Now  have  we  not  all  a 

little  faith?     It  may  be  very  little:  but  there  ia 

probably  in  all  of  us  just  enough  to  begin  with; 

just  the  germ,  just  the  seed,  of  true  faith :  and  if  not, 

yet,   even  then,   God  can   give  it  from    the  very 

beginning  to  those  who  ask  it.      I  think  we  can 

all  just  thank  Him,  in  some  way  or  other,  for  Christ 

crucified  and  for  Christ  risen.     I  think  we  all  beliere 

that  the  tomb  was  once  seen  occupied,  and  that  tke 

tomb  was  afterwards  seen  empty.     0  let  us  b^in 

with  that !     Begin  with  thanking  God  for  giving  HSb 

Son  to  die  for  us.     Begin  with  thanking  Qoi  for 

raising  His  Son  from  death,  in  token  that  that  death 

was  accepted,  was  effectual.     This  we  can  do,  if  it 

be  but  a  small  thing.     And  one  other  thing  we  can 

do,  God  helping  us.     We  can  say  to  ourselves  eadi 

morning,  What  would  be  the  conduct  to-day  <rf  a 

person  who  really  believed  that  Jesus  Christ  bad 

died  for  him,  and  that  Jesus  Christ  had  risen  for 

him?      What  would    be  my  life    to-day  on  fiat 

supposition?    Let  me  refer  everything  in  my  acts 

and  words  to  that  belief     Often  I  may,  often,  I  am 
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sore,  I  shall^  contradict  that  belief  in  both ;  but  let   Sermon 

XV. 

SBae  try,  let  me  watch,  let  me  pray,  and  perhaps  in '- — 


some  part,  in  some  degree,  I  shall  succeed,  by  God's 

i^raoe,  in  so  living. 

. ;,  Md,  remember,  that  is  the  way  in  which  faith 
grows.  Every  little  thing  done,  or  forborne,  because 
Jesus  Christ  is ;  because  He  died,  because  He  lives ; 
reacts  upon  ourselves  as  a  real  strengthening  of  our 
fidth.     In  time,  we  shall  know  what  it  is  to  say.  The  GaL  iL  20. 

-life  which  I  now  live  in  the  fleshy  I  live  hy  faith  in  the 
/Son  of  God,  who  loved  me  and  gave  Himself  for  m£. 

rin  time  we  shall  be  able  to  say.   To  me  to  live  is  PhiL  I  21. 

;  Christ    Well  may  that  hope,  the  hope  of  being  at 

.')ast  a  Christian  indeed,  the  hope  of  being  altogether 
•believing,  altogether  faithful,  reconcile  us  to  many  a 
dark  day,  and  many  a  stumbling  step,  in  the  way  to 
it.  That  is  the  path  that  all  Christians  have  trod : 
and  in  proportion  to  their  earnestness  and  to  their 

•sabmission  in  treading  it,  has  been  the  speed  at  which 
they  advanced,  and  the  hour  at  which  they  arrived. 

Remember,  St.  Paul  says  to  Timothy,  that  /e^i^  2Tim.ii.8. 
Christy  of  the  seed  of  David,  was  raised  from  the 
dead  according  to  my  Gospel,     That  was  his  motto 
|br  one  charged  with  the  oversight  of  souls.     It  is 

•indeed  a  fit  motto  for  us  all.     Remember,  day  by 

.day,  remember  in  your  acts,  remember  in  your  words, 
lemember  in  your  thoughts,  that  Jesus  Christ,  first 
made  man  for  you,  then  dying  for  you,  was  at  V-eiigSft. 
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Sermon   raised  from  death  for  you.     Remember  this,  in  all 
'- —  your  estimates  of  the  life  that  is  ;  remember  this,  in 


all  your  estimates  of  the  life  that  shall  be.  Live  as 
if,  not  Christ  only,  but  you  yourself,  had  already 

Rom.  vi.  7.  died,  ffe  that  is  dead  is  freed  from  sin.  Live  as  if, 
not  Christ  only,  but  you  yourself,  were  already  risen. 

ibid.  10.  In  that  He  liveth,  He  liveth  unto  God.  If  ye  then 
were  raised  with  Christ,  seek  the  things  above,  where 
Christ  isy  seated  on  the  right  hand  of  God. 


SERMON   XVI. 


THE    VICTOEY    OF    FAITH. 


U 


EPISTLE  FOR  THE  FIRST  SUNDAY  AFTER  EASTER. 

1  John  v.  4 — 12. 

4  Whatsoever  hath  been  begotten  of  God  overcometh  the 
world:  and  this  is  the  victory  which  overcame  the  tporld, 

5  our  faith.     Who  is  he  that  overcometh  the  tporld,  hU  he  who 
g  helieveth  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God  ?     This  is  He  who 

came  by  means  of  tvater  and  blood,  Jesus  the  Christ ;  not 
through^  the  water  only,  but  through^  the  water  and  through^ 
the  blood :  and  it  is  the  Spirit  thatbeareth  witness,  because  the 

7  Spirit  is  the  truth.     For  there  are  three  who  bear  vniness; 

8  the  Spirit,  and  the  water,  and  the  blood  ;  and  the  three  are 
^  at^  one.     If  we  receive  the  testimony  of  men,  the  testimony  of 

God  is  greater :  for  this  is  the  testimony  of  God,  that  He 

10  hath  borne  witness  concerning  His  Son.  He  that  believeth  in 
the  Son  of  God  hath  the  testimony  in  him :  he  that  helieveth 
not  God  hath  made  Him  a  liar,  because  he  hath  not  believed 
in  the  testimony  which  God  hath  testified  concerning  His  Soil 

11  And  this  is  the  testimony,  that  God  gave  to  us  eternal  life, 

12  and  this  life  is  in  His  Son.  He  that  hath  the  Son  hath  the 
life :  he  that  hath  not  the  Son  of  God  ^  hath  not  the  life, 

1  Literally,  in.  '  Literally,  unto. 

8  Why  are  the  words  "  of  Qody"  omitted  here  iD  every  recent 
edition  (so  far  as  I  have  observed)  of  the  Prayer-Book  ? 


SERMON   XVI. 


THE   VICTORY    OF   FAITH. 


1  John  v.  4. 

Whatsoever  m  horn  of  God  overcometh  the  world :  and  this  is  the 
victory  that  overcometh  the  toorld,  even  our  faith. 


SIjch  are  the  opening  words  of  this  day's  Epistle ;    Sermon 

a  passage  presenting  some  points  of  pecnliar  difBculty, 

yet  alx)unding  also,  as  I  trust  we  shall  see,  in  lessons 
of  peculiar  interest,  importanee,  and  power.  May  the 
wisdom  of  God  guide  us  in  the  endeavour  to  meet 
the  former,  and  to  profit  by  the  latter. 

The  verse  read  as  the  text  is  not  the  beginning  of 
a  paragraph.  In  our  Bible  Version  it  is  prefaced  by 
the  word  For.  This  consideration  will  carry  back 
our  thoughts  to  the  beginning  of  the  Chapter. 

Whosoever  helteveth  that  Jesus  is  tlie  Christ  hath  been  Verse  l. 
"begotten  of  Ood:  and  every  one  that  loveth  Him  that 
begat  loveth  him  also  that  hath  been  begotten  of  Him. 
A  child  of  God  is  he  who  believes  that  Jesus  is  the 
Christ,  the  Saviour  of  the  world.  A  child  of  God 
will  be  sure  to  love  his  Father ;  and  he  who  \on^'^ 

U2 
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Sermon    God  as  his  Father  will  love  all  other  children  of  Grod 

XVI. 

'- —  as  his  brethren.     Such  is  the  simple  yet  sound  argu- 


ment of  the  great  Apostle  of  love.  He  who  truly 
loves  God  will  certainly  love  his  brother  also. 

Verse  2.  But  the  converse  of  this  is  equally  true.     //*  this 

we  know  that  we  love  the  children  of  God,  ichen  we 
love  God  and  do  His  commandments.  If  you  doubt 
whether  you  love  God,  ask  yourself  whether  you  love 
the  children  of  God;  that  is,  true  and  simple  believers 
in  Jesus  Christ.  If  you  doubt  whether  you  love  the 
children  of  God — for  that  also  is  a  question  which 
has  caused  anxiety  to  many  hearts,  knowing  the  vast 
importance  attached  in  Scripture  to  Christian  love — 
ask  yourself  whether  you  love  God,  and  guide  your- 
self to  an  answer  to  that  further  question  by  seeing 
whether  you  axe  keeping  God's  commandments; 
whether,  in  heart  and  life,  you  are  and  are  doing 
what  conscience  and  Scripture  concur  in  pointing 
out  as  the  will  of  God  for  you. 

Vei'se  3.  ^or  this  is  the  love  of  God,  that  we  should  keep  His 

commandments  :  and  His  commandments  are  not  griev- 
ous ;  literally,  are  not  heavy,  or  burdensome  :  and  the 
reason  follows  in  the  text.  God's  commandments 
are  burdensome,  are  a  yoke  too  heavy  to  be  borne, 
to  those  who  are  not  His  children :  but,  where  He 
is  known  as  a  Father — in  other  words,  where  there  is 
a  heart  which  believes  in  Christ  as  a  Saviour — there 
they  are  not  so. 


I 
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For  whatsoever  hath  been  begotten  of  God  overcometh    Sermon 

XVI. 

the  world.    It  is  made  as  general  as  possible  :  whatso- 


ever rather  than  whosoever:  that  is,  wherever  there 
is  anything  sprung  from  God's  parentage,  there  is  a 
thing  essentially  stronger  than  anything  that  is  alien 
or  hostile  to  God:  exactly  in  so  far  as  a  man  has 
anything  in  him  of  God,  in  the  same  degree  he  is 
victorious  over  evil.  And  what  is  it,  the  Apostle 
goes  on  to  say,  which  makes  a  child  of  God  strong  to 
overcome  the  world?  What  is  that  quality,  that 
principle,  that  thing,  in  him,  which  is  the  means  of 
this  victory,  which  is  the  weapon  whereby  it  is  won  ? 
And  this  is  the  victory  which  overcame  the  world,  in  . 
all  who  have  overcome  it,  our  faith.  Who  is  he  that  Verse  5. 
overcometh  the  world,  but  he  who  believeth  that  Jesus 
18  the  Son  of  Gjd  ? 

Before  we  pass  on,  let  us  briefly  define  these  two 
expressions,  the  world,  and  faith  We  shall  return 
presently  to  that  which  is  said  of  the  conquest  of  the 
one  by  the  other. 

The  term  rendered  world  means  properly  arrange- 
ment ;  and  is  then  applied  to  the  universe  of  created 
things  in  its  orderly  and  systematic  conformation,  as 
opposed  to  the  confusion  of  the  original  chaos.  In 
all  this,  however,  the  idea  is  rather  that  of  God's 
handywork  than  of  God's  antagonist :  in  this  sense, 
the  world  is  not  God's  enemy  but  God's  witness. 
The  term  passed,  however,  in  the  hands  of  the  in- 


294  THE  VICTORY  OF  FAITH. 

Sermox    spired  writers,  into  a  designation  of  things  yisible  and 
temporal,  the  state  of  things  that  now  is,  and  the  per- 


sons who  have  their  treasnre,  their  home,  and  their 
all,  in  it,  as  opposed  to  things  spiritual  and  eternal, 
the  state  of  things  that  shall  be,  and  the  persons  who 
belong,  even  in  this  life,  as  to  their  home  and  higher 
being,  to  that  heaven  in  which  God  dwells.  The 
world  thus  became  a  brief  title  for  all  that  is  not  God 
nor  of  God,  all  that  is  earthly,  sensual,  and  evil,  all 
that  tempts  to  sin,  and  all  those  who  live  without 
God,  apart  from  God,  or  in  enmity  against  Grod. 
Of  the  word  faith  we  have  the  best  of  definitions 

Heb.  XL  1.  in  the  Scripture  itself.  Faith  is  the  substance  qf^  or 
rather,  the  confidence^  of,  that  is,  confidence  in^  things 
hoped  for ;  the  evidence^  or  testj  or  proof  thai  whick 
gives  conviction,  of  things  not  seen.  Faith  is  the  ap- 
prehension, the  assurance,  the  conviction,  of  things 
which  are  xmseen,  because  either  spiritual,  or  future. 
Faith  is  that  state  of  the  mind,  in  which  it  realizes  te 
itself  some  thing  of  which,  or  some  person  of  whom, 
the  senses  cannot  take  cognizance.  The  chapter  from 
which  this  definition  is  taken  is  fall  of  examples  of 

ibid.  27.  its  working.  He  endured,  as  seeing  Him  who  is  inni" 
sible  :  that  is  the  briefest  and  yet  the  fullest  of  all  th6 
descriptions  of  it.  Faith  is  the  seeing  Him  who  is 
invisible.     Applicable  indeed  to  many  other  subjects 

^  The  same  word  occurs  in  this  sense  in  2  Cor.  ix.  4.    xi.  17. 
Heb.  iii.  14. 
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besides  that  of  religion  or  of  the  Gospel ;  for  it  is  the    Sermon 

.  .  XVI. 

foundation  of  almost  every  act  of  human  life,  which '— 

would  itself  come  to  an  end  instantly  if  we  attempted 
to  set  aside  and  disregard  in  our  conduct  everything 
which  is  not  before  our  eyes ;  it  is  yet  in  the  things 
of  God  that  we  see  it  in  its  highest  and  most  remark- 
able development,  and  it  is  with  reference  to  these 
things, -I  need  not  say,  that  St.  John  here  writes, 
This  is  the  victory  that  overcometh  the  worlds  even  our 
faith. 

This  is  He  who  came  hy  means  of  water  and  blood,  Vene  6. 
Jesiis  the  Christ/  not  in  {through)  the  water  only,  but 
in  (through)  the  water  and  in  [through)  the  blood:  and 
it  is  the  Spirit  that  beareth  witness,  because  the  Spirit 
is  the  truth.  The  words  are  difficult,  and  they  have 
been  darkened  still  further  by  the  perverse  ingenuity 
of  men.  Let  us  humbly  endeavour  to  take  them  in 
their  simplicity. 

None  of  you  will  fail  to  remember  upon  what 
historical  circumstance  the  sentence  is  fotmded.  We 
have  in  St.  John's  narrative  of  the  Crucifixion  the 
following  words :  But  one  of  the  soldiers  with  a  spear  John  xix, 
pierced  His  side^  as  He  still  hung  upon  the  cross  after 
death  had  taken  place,  and  forthwith  came  thereout 
blood  and  water.  And  he  that  saw  it,  the  same  Apostle 
on  whose  words  we  are  dwelling  to-day,  bare  record, 
and  his  record  is  true  ;  and  he  knoweth  that  he  saith 
truCj  that  ye  might  believe.     I  quote  the  latter  of  these 
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Sermon   two  verses  to  remind  you  of  the  importance  attached 
'. —  by   St.  John  to  the   incident  which   he   alone  has 


recorded.     He   saw  in  it  a  symbolical   significance, 
which  in  the  Epistle  he  brings  out  into  view. 

This  is  He  who  came  hy  means  of  water  and  blood: 
that  is,  whose  coming  was  attested  hy  water  and  blood: 
who  brought  these  two  things,  whatever  may  be 
denoted  by  them,  as  His  credentials,  as  the  authen- 
tications of  His  mission. 

I  believe  that  here,  as  elsewhere,  the  Scripture  will 
be  found  to  be  its  own  best  interpreter.  Let  me  refer 
you  to  one  or  two  passages  in  which,  whether 
separately  or  in  combination,  we  may  find  these  two 
figures,  of  the  water,  and  of  the  blood. 

Eph  V.  25.  Christ  loved  the  Churchy  and  gave  Himself  for  it, 
that  He  might  consecrate  it  by  cleansing  it  with  the 
laver  of  water  through  the  word,  that  He  might  present 
the  Church  to  Himself  glorious,  not  having  spot  or 
vrrinkle  or  any  stich  thing,  but  that  it  might  be  holy 
and  blameless.  The  laver  of  water  is  spoken  of  as 
a  means  of  purifying  the  Church  for  presentation 
hereafter  to  Christ  Himself  as  His  spouse  and 
bride. 

Tit.  iii.  5.  Again :  Not  by  works  in  righteousness  which  we  hid 
done,  but  according  to  His  mercy.  He  saved  its  hy 
means  of  a  laver  of  regeneration  and  renewing  of  (by) 
the  Holy  Ghost,  whom  He  poured  forth  upon  us 
abundantly  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour. 
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A    third  illustration   is    famished    by   St.   John    Sermon 

XVI. 

himself:  If  we  walk  in  the  lights  as  He  Himself  is  in ; — 

•  7  7  J7    1    ^  John  i.  7. 

the  liffhty  we  have  communion  one  with  another,  and  the 
blood  of  Jesus  His  Son  cleanseth  us  from  every  sin. 
The  two  fonner  passages  spoke  of  the  water,  this  of  ♦ 

the  blood. 

A  fourth  passage,  from  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews, 
will  combine  the  two.  Let  us  draw  near  with  a  true  Heb.  x.  22. 
hecsrt,  in  full  assurance  of  faithj  having  our  hearts 
sprinkled  from  an  evil  conscience^  and  our  body  washed 
with  pure  water.  We  have  here  both  the  sprinkling 
of  blood  upon  the  heart,  and  the  washing  of  the  body 
with  pure  water.  The  water  is  that  of  Baptism ;  the 
blood  is  that  of  atonement. 

He  who  came  by  water  and  blood  is,  in  other  words, 
He  who  authenticated  His  mission  by  the  two  seals, 
of  a  cleansing  typified  by  Baptism,  and  an  atonement 
effected  by  His  own  death.  Not  by  icater  only ;  for 
a  cleansing  from  sin  cannot  be  effected  alone ;  no  , 
thorough  change  of  heart  and  life  can  be  effected 
until  something  else  has  gone  before:  not  by  water 
only,  but  by  water  and  blood;  first  the  blood  that 
sprinkles  from  an  evil  conscience,  from  the  conscious- 
ness of  guilt,  and  next  the  water  that  cleanses  from  a 
life  of  sin. 

But  then,  together  with  both  these,  there  is  the 
concurrent  testimony  of  the  Spirit,  the  Holy  Spirit. 
No  baptism  typical  of  cleansing,  and  no  death  eflSca-t 
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Sermon   cious  for  atonement,  could   suflSce  without   this  to 

XVI. 

'- —  complete  the  credentials  of  the  Saviour.     There  must 


be  also  the  witness  of  the  Spirit.  His  witness,  first, 
in  the  life  and  ministry,  the  words  and  the  acts,  of 
Am  X.  38.  Christ  Himself  upon  earth.  How  God  anointed  Jesus 
of  Nazareth  with  the  Holy  Ghost  and  with  power. 
The  triple  seal  of  power,  of  wisdom,  and  of  goodness, 
must  be  set  upon  the  person  of  the  Son  of  God  made 
man.  His  witness,  next,  in  those  miraculous  powers 
with  which  He  endued  the  first  disciples  and  Apostles 
of  the  risen  Saviour.  His  witness,  thirdly  and  above 
all,  borne  through  every  age  from  the  first  days  of 
the  Gospel  until  now,  in  the  actual  transformation  of 
human  character  by  His  living  presence  in  the  hearts 
of  all  who  believe. 

We  have  now  reached  the  seventh  verse:  and  it 
will  not  startle  some  of  those  who  hear  me,  if  they 
observe  that  I  omit  a  portion  of  the  passage  in  my 
•  comment  upon  the  rest.    It  has,  in  fact,  crept  into  the 

sacred  text  without  sufficient  warrant.^  Those  who 
were  eager  to  discover  in  all  manner  of  fancifdl 
analogies  proofs  from  Scripture  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
Trinity  appear  to  have  caught  at  the  words.  Far  there 
are  three  who  hear  testimony,  the  Spirit^  and  the  water^ 
and  the  blood,  and  these  three  agree  in  one^  as 
furnishing    material  for   such   an  illustration;    and 

1  It  may  be  enough  to  refer  to  a  very  lacid  statement  of  the  case 
in  Bishop  Mai'sh's  weU-known  Lectures. 
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that  whicli  was  first  written  in  the  margin  of  the    Sermon 
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latter  verse,  as  a  mere  illustration  of  doctrine,  even '— 

tually  crept  into  the  text,  and  became  a  chief  weapon 
of  controversy  in  behalf  of  the  orthodox  faith  of  the 
Trinity  in  Unity.  That  faith,  my  brethren,  needs  no 
jEalse  supports :  and  it  is  a  false  support,  when  a  text 
which  rests  upon  no  suflScient  warrant  of  genuineness 
is  employed  in  defence  of  a  truth  which  God  has  not 
suffered  to  lack  its  proper  evidence. 

Therefore  we  read  the  passage  thus.  This  is  He  who 
came  hy  means  of  water  and  blood,  Jesiis  the  Christ ; 
not  through  the  water  only,  but  through  the  water  and 
through  the  blood:  and  it  is  the  Spirit  that  beareth 
witness,  because  the  Spirit  is  the  truth.  For  there  are  y^rse  7. 
three  who  bear  witness  ;  the  Spirit^  and  the  water,  and  Vene  8. 
the  blood ;  and  the  three  are  unto,  that  is,  result  in, 
combine  in,  the  one  thing ;  bear  a  consistent,  a  har- 
monious, an  united  testimony. 

If  we  receive  the  testimony  of  men,  the  testimony  of  Verse  9. 
God  is  greater,  more  powerful,  more  convincing :  and 
such  is  the  case  in  this  instance ;  for  this  is  the  testi- 
mony of  God;   namely,  that  He  hath  borne  witness 
concerning  His  Son, 

He   that   believeth  in  the   Son  of   God  hath   the  Verse  10^ 
testimony  %n  him;  gives  it  entrance,  and  retains  it 
within  him :  he  that  believeth  not  God,  he  who  refuses 
to  accept  God's  testimony,   hath  made  Him  a  liar, 
hath  imputed  falsehood  to  God,  because  he  hath  not 
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Sermon   believed  in  the  testimony  which    God  hath  testified 
'■ —  concerning  His  Son. 

Verse  11.  What  then  is  that  testimony?  And  this  is  the 
testimony,  that  God,  in  giving  His  Son,  gave  to  us 
eternal  life,  and  this  life  is  in  His  Son. 

Verse  12.  ITe  that  hath  the  Son  hath  the  life,  that  eternal  life 
which  has  just  been  spoken  of:  he  that  hath  not  the 
Son  of  God  hath  not  the  life, 

Mj  brethren,  there  are  many  points  in  this  passage 
of  Scripture  which  might  profitably  be  selected  for 
special  remark.  But  I  must  content  myself  with 
indicating  one,  that  contained  in  the  text,  and  ask 
God  to  bless  it  to  our  humble  meditation. 

Observe  the  place  which  faith  holds  in  the  Christian 
life.  This  is  the  victory  that  overcometh  the  world, 
even  our  faith.  Is  this  your  idea  of  faith,  my 
brethren  ?  a  practical,  working,  yes,  even  a  fighting 
and  a  conquering  power  ? 

What  is  the  representation  here  made  of  our 
position?  We  have  an  enemy.  That  is  plainly 
said.  Every  one  of  us,  who  has  any  of  the  hopes  or 
aims  of  a  Christian,  has  an  enemy,  whose  existence, 
whose  ceaseless  activity,  may  well  trouble  and  alann 
him.  We  cannot  escape  from  him.  It  is  a  foe  of 
our  own  household.  It  is  a  foe  with  whom  we  are 
compelled  to  associate  every  day.  The  world :  the 
things  that  are  seen :  the  present  state  :  the  life  that 
is,  with  all  its  cares,  its  interests,  its  pleasures :  this 
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is  our  enemy.     We   do  not   speak  in  a  fantastic.    Sermon 

XVI. 

unreal,  or  exaggerated  sense :  we  are  not  counselling '- — 

a  morbid  fear  of  things  which  God  has  created  for 
our  use  and  for  our  enjoyment,  as  though  a  serpent 
lurked  in  each,  and  made  its  very  touch  deadly.  But 
we  do  know,  every  one  of  us,  that,  taking  the  present 
state  as  a  whole,  the  world  in  the  aggregate  of  its 
influences  upon  us,  it  is  not  a  friend  to  our  highest 
good,  if  our  highest  good  be  that  which  God  seems 
to  represent  it  to  be  in  His  Word  of  revelation.  Let 
yourself  alone  but  for  one  day ;  surrender  yourself 
but  for  one  day  to  the  guidance,  to  the  operation  upon 
you,  of  your  world  less  or  greater ;  move  about  in  it, 
listen  and  talk,  work  and  enjoy,  in  it,  for  one  day, 
without  any  counteracting  and  countervailing  power 
consciously  evoked  and  appealed  to  within;  and 
where  would  you  be  at  the  end  of  that  day  ?  Should 
you  be  nearer  to,  or  further  from,  the  goal  of  life,  if 
that  goal  be  a  heavenly  one,  if  that  goal  be  the  love 
of  God,  the  attainment  of  a  Divine  rest,  a  spiritual 
happiness,  and  an  eternal  home  ? 

It  is  thus  that  we  must  test  the  world,  and  not  by 
any  lower  or  more  arbitrary  standard.  If  this  strange 
complicated  thing  which  we  call  our  being,  ourselves, 
is  ever  to  know  unity,  repose,  complete  satisfaction, 
all  its  parts  having  attained  their  object,  and  con- 
sciously resting  in  their  perfect  joy ;  if  this  is  the 
hope  which  Christ  came  to  inspire  in  all  who  m\L 
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Sermon   have  Him  for  their  Saviour ;  then  that  must  be  our 

XVI. 

'- —  enemy  which  tends  to  distract  and  to  unsettle  us,  to 

turn  off  our  attention  from  the  aim  of  Kfe,  and  to  bid 
us  find  or  seek  repose  in  this  thing  or  that  thing 
which  is  either  doubtful  of  attainment,  inferior  in 
nature,  limited  in  extent,  or  brief  in  duration. 

The  world  is  our  enemy,  on  the  supposition  that  we 
have  any  aim  or  any  hope  beyond  it.  Not  otherwise. 
The  world  is  our  friend,  if  all  we  have  ever  to  look 
for  is  bounded  by  the  life  that  is.  If  we  do  not 
believe  in  Christ,  if  we  do  not  desire  to  be  with  Him, 
if  we  do  not  wish  above  all  things  so  to  live  that 
that  hope,  of  being  with  Him  hereafter,  may  not  be 
interfered  with ;  then  we  cannot  do  better  than  get 
all  that  this  world  has  to  offer  us ;  make  peace  with 
it,  adopt  its  principles,  claim  its  friendship,  sue  for 
its  rewards :  else  shall  we  be  losing  both  worlds,  the 
world  that  is  and  also  the  world  that  shall  be. 

But  this  is  not  so,  avowedly,  with  any  of  us :  Grod 
grant  it  be  not  so  really.  We  do  wish,  every  one  of 
us,  to  get  safe  to  heaven.  If  by  any  one  great 
sacrifice  or  great  exertion  we  could  secure  this,  I  do 
not  believe  that  there  Is  one  person  in  this  congregation 
who  would  refuse  or  hesitate  to  make  it  I  scarcely 
believe  there  is  one  here  present  who  would  not 
willingly  lay  down  even  this  precious  life  that  is,  for 
the  certainty  of  a  sure  and  instant  entrance  into  a 
world  of  safety  and  of  immortality.     But  it  is  not 
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thus  that  our  warfare  has  to  be  waged.     Rather  is    Sermon 
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it  by  a  protracted,  a  wearisome,  often  a  desultory '— 

process,  that  we  must  make  our  way :  by  wakefulness, 
by  discernment,  by  discretion,  by  being  always 
ready,  by  being  patient  of  delay  and  disappointment, 
by  a  willingness  oftentimes  only  to  stand  and  wait, 
by  experience  dearly  purchased,  by  rising  sadder  and 
wiser  from  painful  falls,  by  making  an  onward  step 
when  we  can,  but  more  often  by  hardly  refraining 
from  a  backward  one,  by  being  ever  prepared  to  find 
real  foes  in  fancied  friends,  or  to  see  the  mountain- 
side, which  seemed  but  now  empty  and  untenanted, 
bristling  on  the  sudden  with  armed  enemies ;  it  is 
thus  that  the  Christian  conflict  is  waged ;  and  many 
a  man  who  could  have  nerved  himself  for  one  brief 
decisive  struggle,  however  sharp  or  unequal,  fails, 
faints,  and  at  last  deserts,  amidst  the  ceaseless  and 
less  heroic  exertions  by  which  he  must  fight  his  way 
into  the  kingdom  of  God  in  heaven. 

The  world :  that  is  our  foe.  Sometimes  the  world 
is  made  but  one  of  three  foes,  the  flesh  and  the  devil 
being  added  to  it.  But,  like  each  of  these  also — like 
the  flesh,  like  the  devil — it  is  sometimes  made  to 
embrace  all  that  opposes  the  Christian  warrior.  It 
is  the  flesh  which  gives  entrance  to  all;  it  is  the 
devil  who  directs  and  uses  all ;  but  the  world  furnishes 
the  material  of  all.  The  world  contains  everything 
that  can  either  tempt  or  harass :  and  the  victory  of 
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Sermon    the  Christian,  like  the  victory  of  Christ  Himself,  is 
then  completed,  when  he  can  say,  without  enumerating 


^33  ^^    aught  else,  /  have  overcome  the  world. 

Now  therefore  we  can  understand  why  the  Apostle 
should  sum  up  the  whole  of  our  victory  in  the  one 
word  faith.  You  have  heard  what  faith  is.  It  is 
the  apprehending  of  things  unseen.  It  is  the  griping 
of  heavenly  realities.  It  is  the  seeing  One  who  is 
invisible.  It  is  the  having  that  which  is  not 
cognizable  by  any  bodily  sense,  as  real  to  us,  as 
present,  as  powerftd,  as  if  it  were  so.     One  person 

Heb.  xi.  8.  acted  by  faith,   when  he  left  his  own  home  and 
country  and  kindred  at  the  call  of  God,  and  went 
forth    simply  under    His    guidance,    not    knowings 
whither  he  went      Another  person  acted  by  faith, 

ibid.  28.  when,  in  obedience  to  God's  command,  he  sprinkled 
the  blood  of  the  lamb  upon  the  door  of  his  house, 
and  depended  upon  the  destroying  angel's  regarding 
the  token.      Another  person  acted  by  faith,  when, 

ibid.  30.  in  obedience  to  God's  command,  he  compassed  for 
seven  days  the  walls  of  a  hostile  city,  and  waited  for 
the  miraculous  achievement  of  a  victory  in  which  he 
was  not  to  intermeddle.  In  all  these,  and  in  ten 
thousand  other  instances  in  every  age,  faith  has 
fought  for  God's  servants,  and  has  overcome  the 
world.  So  long  as  our  eye  is  steadily  fixed  on  One 
above,  so  long  as  we  set  God  and  Christ  really  before 
us,  so  long  as  we  retain  the  unshaken  recollection  of 
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Gk>d'8  being,  and  of  His  right  over  us,  and  of  His    Skbmon 
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l^Aving  spoken  to  us  and  loved,  and  redeemed  us  in — 


His  Son,  so  long  the  world  is  powerless  to  entrap, 
to  seduce,  or  to  terrify.    But,  alas !  here  is  our  weak- 
Diefls ;    that  we  look  off  from  God :    the   spirit  is  Matt  zxvL 
willing;    the  day  begins  well;    the  prayer  of  the 
morning  is  earnest  and  effectual;   the  blessing  has 
descended  as  we  knelt ;  the  heart  has  been  warmed, 
the  *  spirit   refreshed,   the    mind   strengthened,    the 
will  firmly  resolved;   the    communication  is   open, 
atnd  we  have  used  it ;    we  think,  as  we  rise  from 
.  prayer,    that,  though   all   should  be   offended   this  ibid.  33. 
day,  yet  shall  not  we;    though  all  should  prove 
Tinfoithful  to  our  Divine  Lord,  yet  shall  we  surely 
follow    Him    even    if   it    were    to    prison    and  toLukexxii. 
death;   but  the  flesh  is  weak;    duty  itself  calls  us 
back  into  the  things  that  are  seen  and  temporal,  bids 
us  work,  bids  us  mix  with  men,  bids  us  play  a  manly 
.  part  amongst  the  people  of  our  generation,  bids  us 
come  forth  and  not  hide  ourselves  in  the  seclusion  of 
an  indolent  contemplation :  and  the  result  of  all  is, 
that,  long  ere  the  day  is  at  its  height,  we  have  lost 
the  dew  of  its  morning ;   the  world  is  with  us,  and 
we  with  it;  God  is  in  heaven,  and  we  upon  earth, 
and  between  us  and  Him  there  is  already  a  great 
gulf  fixed.     Then  the  very  least  of  temptations  may 
assail  us  successfully :  our  strength  has  departed  from 
US,  and  man,  left  alone,  cannot  but  fall.    At  nighty 

X 
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Sermon  .  with  great  difficulty,  we  force  our  way  back  across ^ 
'—  the  barrier  which  has  been  interposed:   but  it  is  to 


remember  with  shame  and  sorrow  how  often  we  have 
fallen;  how  much  we  have  walked  by  sight,  how 
little  by  faith;  how  slight  a  trial  has  been  too  great 
for  temper,  for  humility,  for  kindness,  for  charity; 
how  little  has  been  said  or  done  for  God's  glory,  how 
much  for  vain  glory,  for  self-indulgence,  for  men- 
pleasing  ! 

My  brethren,  well  might  this  and  every  Sermon 
end  with  the  three  words,  Let  us  pray  !  Yes,  let  us; 
all  pray.  How  little  do  we  know,  till  we  heartily 
try  it,  not  only  the  benefit,  but  the  happiness,  of 
prayer.  God  is  very  near  us:  we  are  not  straitened 
in  Him.  God  would  have  us  pray,  in  order  that  He 
may  answer.  :  He  needs  not  words :  He  knows  what 
is  in  us,  our  sins,  :Our  weaknesses,  our  desires,  our 
wants,  even  before  we ;  ask :  yet .  He  would  have  us 
ask,  He  would  have  us  open  our  hearts  to  Him,  He 
would  have  us  confide  in  Him,  that  He  may  comfort, 
that  He  may  soothe,;  that  He  may  strengthen,  that 

Pb.  Iv.  17.  He  may  bless.     Iri  the.  evening y  and  morning,  and  at 
Tioon-day^  will  I  pray,' and.  that  instantly:  and  He 

Ps.  Ixv.  2.   shall  hear  my  voice.  .  0   Thou  that  hear  est  prayer, 
unto  Thee  shall  all  jlesh  come. 


SEEMON  XVII. 


THE  WANDEEING  AND  THE  EETUEN. 


X  2 


EPISTLE  FOR  THE  SECOND  SUNDAY  AFTER  EASTER. 

1  Peter  n.  19—25. 

19  This  is  acceptable,  if  through  conscioumess  of  God  any 

20  (yne  supports  griefs,  suffering  unjustly.  For  what  sort  of 
glory  is  it  if,  sinning  and  being  buffeted,  ye  shall  endure  ? 
but  (the  glory  is)  if,  doing  good  and  suffering,  ye  shall 

21  endure :  for  this  is  acceptable  unth  God.  For  unto  this 
were  ye  called ;  because  Christ  also  suffered  for  us,  leaving 
behind  for  you  an  example,  that  ye  might  follow  His  foot- 

22  steps :  who  did  not  commit  sin,  nor  was  deceit  found  in  His 

23  mouth;  who,  being  reviled,  reviled  not  again;  suffering, 
threatened  not;    but  committed  it  to  Him  who  judgdh 

24  righteously :  who  carried  up  our  sins  Himself  in  His  body 
to   the  tree,   that,  having  died  to  sins,  we  might  live  to 

25  righteousness  ;  by  whose  stripe-wound  ye  toere  healed.  For 
ye  were,  as  sheep,^  waydering;  but  are  now  turned  back  to 
the  Shepherd  and  Guardian  ^  of  your  souls, 

^  Matt.  ix.  36.  Mark  vL  34.  They  were  cu  sheep  not  having  a 
shepherd. 

^  Acts  zx.  28.  Take  heed  ,,  .to  all  the  flocks  over  ihe  vohick  tke 
Holy  Ghost  hath  made  you  overseers  (or  guardians). 


SEEMON    XVII. 


THE  WANDERING  AND  THE  RETURN. 


1   P£TBB  U.    25. 

For  ye  were  cu  theep  going  cutray;  hut  are  now  rehirned  unto  the 

Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  your  souls. 


The  first  Epistle  of  St.  Peter  has  ever  been  deeply    Sermon 
yalned  by  Christian  men.     Nowhere  have  we  a  more — 


emphatic  statement  of  the  work  of  Christ  in  redeem- 
ing, or  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  sanctifying  us.  Nowhere 
have  we  a  more  animating  description  of  the  Christian 
life  in  this  world,  or  a  brighter  and  more  attractive 
anticipation  of  the  glory  that  shall  be  revealed. 

It  is,  throughout,  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word, 
practical  in  its  character.  Not  only  does  it  contain 
many  details  of  duty,  but  it  also  never  leaves  those 
details  separated  from  the  one  availing  motive. 

The  Epistle  for  this  second  Sunday  after  Easter  is 
an  example  of  this  remark.  It  is  taken  from  a  pas- 
sage referring  to  the  duties  of  servants.  It  states  in 
a  very  strong  form  the  Christian  duty  of  obedience 
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Sermon    This  duty  was  not  affected  by  the  character  of  the 
—  master.     In  those  days,  you  remember,  service  was 


servitude.  A  servant  was  a  slave;  the  property  of 
his  master ;  with  no  choice  therefore  either  as  to  the 
person  whom  he  would  serve  or  the  terms  or  duration 
of  that  service.  In  all  these  respects  times  have 
changed,  with  us  at  all  events,  greatly  for  the  better. 
But  the  injunctions  laid  upon  servants,  or  slaves,  in 
the  New  Testament  are  not  therefore  obsolete.  Much 
more  rather  than  less  justly  may  it  be  said  to  servants 
now,  as  it  was  said  to  slaves  then.  Be  obedient  to  your 
masters,  with  good  will  doing  service.  .  If  your  serv- 
ing at  all  is  a  matter  of  choice,  a  choice  guided  by 
,  considerations  of  interest,  and  followed  by  results  of 
mutual  benefit,  surely ,  this  is  but  an  added  reason 
why  it  should  be  faithfully  fulfilled,  with  strict  inte-, 
grity,  with  self-denying  diligence,  with  ready  obedi- 
Yerst  18.  ence.  Servants — and  the  term  here  employed  denotes 
a  particular  kind  of  service,  that  of  the  house  or 
family,  domestic  service — Servants^  he  obedient  to  your 
Toasters  in  all  fear,  not  only  to  the  good  and  gentle,  hut 
also  to  thefroward,  the  unreasonable,  ill-tempered,  or, 
perverse. 

Such  is  the  connection  in  which  the  passage  before, 
us  stands.      But  we  shall  see  that,  important  as  b 
its  present  bearing  upon  the  case  of  servants,  it  is  by 
no  means  restricted  to  that  one  use.     Which  of  us. 
does  not  stand  in  a  relation  of  inferiority  to  some  one? . 
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Whicli  of  us,  I  might  add,  has  not  something  to    Sermon 
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bear  at  the  hands  of  some  one?    We  shall  find  here  -  -      — 
a  rule  for  every  kind  of  subordination,  and  a  motive 
for  every  kind  of  endurance. 

For  this  is  thankworthy^  literally,  this  is  favour^  that  Vene  19. 
is,  this  is  acceptable,  if  for  conscience  toward  God,  more 
Exactly,  if  because  of  the  consciousness  of  God,  that  is, 
because  he  is  conscious  of  God,  and  of  his  own  relation 
to  God  as  His  redeemed  creature,  any  one  supports 
griefs,  suffering  wrongfully.  The  stress  is  on  the 
word  wrongfully,  unjustly.  For  what  sort  of  glory  is  Verse  20. 
it,  if  sinning  and  being  buffeted,  ye  shall  endure  ;  if 
when  ye  be  buffeted  for  your  faults,  ye  shall  take  it 
patiently  ?  but  {the  glory  is)  if  doing  good  and  suffer- 
ing, ye  shall  endure  ;  if,  when  ye  do  well  and  suffer 
for  it,  ye  shall  take  it  patiently :  for  this  is  favour, 
this  is  acceptable,  with  God.  A  very  different  esti- 
mate of  merit  is  this,  my  brethren,  from  that  which  is 
either  natural  to  us  or  even  in  a  Christian  country 
generally  taken.  More  often,  I  think,  do  we  hear 
people  praised  for  their  spirit  in  resenting  than  for 
their  patience  in  bearing  wrongs. 

For  unto  this  were  ye  called:  this  sort  of  submissive  Verse  21. 
endurance  was  that  to  which  God  called  you  when  He 
offered  you  the  Gospel  of  Christ :  because  even  Christ, 
great  as  He  was,  and  holy,  and  sinless,  suffered  for  us, 
and  therefore,  so  far  as  His  own  merit  was  concerned, 
suffered  wrongfully,  for  no  sin  and  no  failing  of  His 
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Sermon    own :  and  this  with  a  special  object  in  view ;  by  way 
of  leaving  hehindfor  you  an  example — the  word  denotes 


properly  a  "  copy,"  like  that  given  to  a  child  to  write 
after — that  ye  might  follow  His  footsteps. 

And  then  we  have  a  most  beautiful  account  of 
Christ's  work  for  us,  in  its  two  parts ;  those  two  parts 
which  the  Collect  for  this  day  distinguishes,  when  it 
calls  upon  God  as  having  given  His  only  Son  "to  be 
unto  us  both  a  sacrifice  for  sin,  and  also  an  ensample 
of  godly  life."  Here  the  other  order  is  followed,  and 
the  example  stands  before  the  sacrifice,  as  the  con- 
text required.  We  are  to  bear  injustice  patiently, 
because  so  did  Christ,  leaving  us  an  example. 

Ver^e  22.  Who  did  no  sin,  nor  was  guile  found  in  His  mouth. 
The  words  are  quoted,  you  remember,  like  some  of 

Isal  liiL  9.  those  which  follow,  from  a  well-known  passage  of  the 
prophet  Isaiah.  Christ,  if  He  sufiered,  could  not  but 
sufier  wrongfully,  because  He  had  no  sin  of  His  own, 
in  deed  or  word,  to  sufier  for :  and  yet  He  did  sufier, 

Verse  23.  and  sufiered  patiently.  Who,  when  He  was  reviled^ 
reviled  not  again ;  did  not  retaliate  with  words  of  re- 
proach or  contumely,  O  how  few  can  say  this  I  how 
few  can  resist,  even  with  this  example  before  them, 
the  temptation  to  return  taunt  for  taunt,  sarcasm  for 
sarcasm,  anger  for  anger,  scorn  for  scorn!  This  is 
that  quality  in  our  Lord  to  which  the  prophet  Isaiah 

I  sal  liii  7.  alludes  in  the  words.  As  a  sheep  hefore  her  shearers  is 
dumb,  so  He  openeth  not  His  mouth.     When  He  suffered^ 

t 
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He  threatened  not ;  but  committed  it  (or  Himself),  re-    Sermon 
ferred  His  cause,  to  Him  thatjudgeth  riffhteously.         — 


Such  is  the  use  here  made  of  the  example  of  Christ. 
If  in  any  way,  from  any  cause,  from  any  quarter,  you 
ate  suffering  imjustly,  do  not  recriminate,  do  not 
threaten,  but  place  yourself  and  all  that  concerns  you 
in  the  hands  of  Him  who  in  His  own  good  time  will 
bring  your  just  dealing  to  light,  and  who  even  now, 
even  while  suffering  lasts,  can  mitigate  and  brighten 
it  by  the  comforts  of  His  own  Spirit  within.  Happy 
indeed  are  they  who  in  their  sufferings  have  no  cause 
for  self-reproach ;  who  have  a  cause  which  they  can 
commit  to  a  righteous  Judge  ;  who  have  only  to  keep 
their  own  spirit  under  suffering,  and  all  shall  be  well 
with  them.  But  still  more  cause  surely  have  they  to 
give  heed  to  this  exhortation,  who  know  and  feel  that 
suffering  has  been  in  any  part  brought  upon  them- 
selves ;  still  more  cause  to  guard  against  allowing  it  to 
make  them  morose,  fretful,  or  resentful ;  still  more 
cause,  if  it  be  possible,  for  committing  themselves  and 
it  into  His  hands,  who,  if  in  one  aspect  He  is  a  right- 
eous Judge,  is  in  another  a  faithful  Creator,  and  in 
another  a  gracious  and  most  merciful  Saviour. 

JVho  His  own  self  bore  our  sins  in  His  own  body  on  Verse  24. 
the   tree.     The   original    expression  is  rather  this; 
v?ho  carried  up  our  sins  Himself  in  His  own  body  to 
the  tree.     The  verb  is  the  same  with  that  used  in 
the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  in  the  words,  80  Christ  Heb.uL.2LS. 
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Sermon    was  once  offered  to  hear  the  sins  of  many.     He  carried 
up  our  sins,  Himself,  in  His  own  person,  yes  (it  may 


be  said)  in  His  own  body,  to  the  tree,  to  the  cross  as 
to  an  altar,  that  there  they,  our  sins,  might  be  put 
to  death  when  that  body  was  put  to  deatL  Put  to 
death  as  to  their  guilt,  put  to  death  as  to  their  curse, 
put  to  death  as  to  their  condemning  voice,  put  to 
death  as  to  their  debasing  and  enchaining  power. 

It  seems  as  though  the  Scriptures  would  exhaust 
the  very  resources  of  language  in  the  endeavour  to 
reassure  and  to  reanimate  them  that  believe.  Again 
and  again,  in  every  possible  variety  of  form,  is  the 
completeness  of  Christ's  work  shadowed  forth  to  uB 
in  the  writings  of  His  Apostles.  Take  a  single 
example  from  St.  Paul's  Epistles ;  one  which 
appears  to  approach  as  nearly  as  any  to  the  exact 

2  Cor. V.  21.  idea  here  conveyed.  One  who  knew  not  sin  did  Ood 
make  sin  for  us,  that  we  might  become  a  very  righ^ 
eousness  of  God  in  Him,  I  will  not  fritter  away  the 
force  of  the  term  by  any  paraphrase. :  God  made 
Christ  to  be  sin  for  us;  and,  because  He  did  so, 
therefore,  when  Christ  was  led  up  to  the  altar  of  His 

John  xii.    sacrifice,  lifted  up  from  the  earth  upon  His  cross  to 

82 

draw  all  men  unto  Him,  our  sins,  yes,  all  the  sins  of 
all  of  us,  were  carried  up  in  Him  to  that  altar,  and, 
when  He  was  put  to  death,  they  were  put  to  deatL 
What  can  we  say  more?  Do  you  ask.  What  part  of 
them  was  put  to  death?  was  it  their  guilt,  or  was  it 
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their  power  ?  I  answer,    They  were  put  to  death :.  Sermon 
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each  part  and  every  part  of  them  was  put  to  deaths 1^ 


Seize  upon  that  truth,  that  fact,  and  live  as  if  it  were 

true ;  live  in  the  strength  of  it,  yea,  in  the  strength 

of  Him.  whose  truth  it  is;  and,  I  say  not  only ,   Ye  John  viil 

shall  he  madefreey  but  I  say  also,  in  the  words  of  the 

same  all-true  .Witness,  He  that  heareth  my  wordy  and  John  v.  24. 

belteveth  Htm  that  sent  me,  hath  everlasting  life,  and 

Cometh  not  into  judgment^  hat  hath  passed,  has  gone 

across^  has  passed  the  boundary  line,  out  of  death  into 

life!, 

I  would  seek,  God  helping  us,  to  transfer  your 
thoughts  and  your  hopes  put. of  the  vague  future  into 
the  living  present.  I  would  restore  to  its  right  and 
original ,  place  in  the  scheme  *  of .  redemption  such 
passages  as  those  which  say  to  persons. who.  believe 
in  .Christ,  not.  Ye  shall  .come,})ut,.  Ye  have  come,  to  the  Heb.xii.22. 
mount  Sum,  and  to  the  city  of  the.  living  God,  the 
heavenly  Jerusalem  ...  and  to  the  spirits  of  just  men 
made  perfect,  and  to  Jesus  the  Mediator,  of  a  new 
dispensation,  and  to  a  blood  of  sprinkling  speaking 
better  things  than  that  of  Abel.  In  that,  difference 
between,  Ye  shall  come,  and,  ye  have  conie,]ies,.I  am 
persuaded,  for  many  persons,  the  whole  question  of 
a  vigorous  or  a  torpid  Christianity.  Tell,  a  man, 
"  By  great  efforts,  or  at  a  time  indefinitely  remote, 
you. may  attain  union  with  God  through  Christ," 
and  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil,  are  together. 
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Sermoh    and  singly  too  powerful  for  him.     Tell  liim,  •*  This 
• life  of  union  with  God  is  yours  already,  rise,  enter 


into  it,  live  it,  now,"  and  his  soul  may  be  stirred 
within  him  as  by  a  mighty  and  resistless  power. 
And  the  whole  of  this  vast  difference  lies,  for  eack 
one  of  us,  in  the  right  appreciation  of  these  few  grave 
words,  Himself  carried  up  our  sins  in  His  own  body 
to  the  cross,  that  we,  having  then  and  there,  as  by 
one  act,  in  His  person  with  whom,  as  Christians,  we 
are  one,  died  unto  {in  relation  to)  our  sins,  might  then 
and  there,  as  by  one  act — such  is  the  force  of  the 
original — live  unto  (in  relation  to)  righteousness. 
This  was  our  subject  on  Easter  Day,  suggested  by 

CoLiiLl,  St.  Paul's  language  to  the  Colossians,  as  read  in 
that  day^s  Epistle.  A  Christian  is  united  to  Christ, 
and  is  to  live  as  though  all  that  has  happened  to 
Christ  had  happened  also  to  him.  Death  and  resur- 
rection are  for  him  as  truly  past  events  as  future. 
If  ye  then  were  raised  with  Christ ...  Ye  died,  and 
your  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in  Ood.  But  observe 
to-day  how  exactly  the  same  thing  is  not  only  the 
sense  but  the  very  form  of  St.  Peter's  doctrine  also. 
Let  me  strengthen  the  interpretation  by  a  reference 

1  Pet.iv.  1.  to  yet  one  other  passage  in  this  same  Epistle.  Christ 
then  having  suffered  for  us  in  (or,  unto,  in  relation 
to)  fleshf  arm  yourselves  likewise  with  the  same  mind^ 
the  same  idea  or  thought;  namely,  that  you  also 
have  already  suffered  in  the  flesh,  have  already  died, 


% 
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not  like  Him  only,  but  with  and  in  Him  :  for  Tie  who   Sermon 
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haJtk  (twice)  suffered  in  flesh,  he  who  hath  died,  hath '— 


been  made  to  cease  from  sin.  It  is  the  very  statement 
of  St  Paul  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Komans,  and  applied 
in  precisely  the  same  manner.  For  he  that  hath  died  ^^^'  ^-  7. 
Jiaih  been  set  free  (cleared  as  by  a  judicial  sentence) 
from  sin.  A  dead  man  cannot  sin.  He  has  no 
body  in  which  to  sin.  Arm  yourselves  then  with  the 
same  idea^  that  you  died  when  He  died ;  that  ye  1  Pet.  iv.  2. 
710  longer  should  live  your  remaining  time  in  flesh  to 
(in  relation  to,  and  so,  in  the  indulgence  of)  the  desires 
of  men,  but  to  [in  relation  to,  and  so,  in  the  fulfilment 
of)  the  will  of  God,  Believe  that  your  sins  were 
upon  Christ  when  He  was  put  to  death — that  is  the 
expression  before  us ;  believe  that  you  were  in  Christ 
when  He  was  put  to  death — that  is  the  expression 
adduced  from  the  fourth  chapter ;  and,  in  either  case, 
as  the  consequence  of  this  belief,  live  as  if  you  had 
done  with  sin  as  much  as  a  dead  man  has  done  with 
it,  and  as  if  the  only  life  now  left  to  you  is  that  life 
in  Christ,  as  He  now  is  in  heaven,  which  is  altogether 
above  earth,  even  while,  as  to  its  outward  scene,  it 
has  still  to  be  passed  in  it. 

By  whose  stripes,  or  rather,  by  the  w/irTc  of  whose 
stripes,  the  wound  or  bruise  left  by  His  scourging, 
ye  were  healed.     The  figure  is  again  borrowed  from 
£he  prophecy  of  Isaiah.     The  chastisement  of  {which  Isai.  lUL  5. 
procured)   our  peace  was  upon  Him,  and  with  His 
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Sermon    stripes  we  are  healed. '  His  death  was  our  life,  and 

2k.  V IX. 

each  particular  portion   of  His    sufferings   was    an 

integral  part  of  the  work  of  our  healing.  .  It  was  the 
suffering  of  Christ ;  His  humiliation  unto  death,  as 
a  whole,  and  in  its  parts ;  which  brought  you  back, 
like  lost  sheep,  to  the  fold  of  God.  .  For  ye  were 
straying,  like  sheep:  but  ye  are  now  returned  to 'the 
Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  your  souls. 

You  will  all  desire  that  our  last  thoughts  this 
morning  should  be  suffered  to  rest  without  distraction 
upon  this  contrast.  Happy  are  they  who  can  enter 
into  both  its  parts.  Into  one  of  the  two  we  can  all 
enter.  Past  experience,  or  else  present  experience; 
will  impress  it  upon  our  hearts  in  all  its  significanca' 
Ye  v)ere,  like  sheep,'  going  astray.  Such  is  the 
brief  description  of  the  life  without  Christ.  It  is  » 
perpetual  straying.  Of.  all  the  figures  by  which  it 
is  described  to  us  in  Scripture,  I  know  not  that 
there  is  one  more  just,  or,  I  may  add,  more  affecting, 
than  this.  It  is  so  simple,  and,  like  all  the  fignieB 
of  Scripture,  so  true  to  experience.  There  is  no 
exaggeration  in  it.  It  does  not  say  of  us  all,  what 
truth  as  well  as  charity  may  constrain  us  to  feel  to 
be  applicable  only  to  some.  Straying,  wandering: 
whatever  else  might  be  exaggerated  as  a  charge  laid 
universally  against  human  nature,  certainly  this  is  not 
so.  I  believe  there  is  not  a  heart  in  this  congregation 
which  does  not  plead  guilty  inwardly  to  this  indictment 
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Certainly  we  all  say  this  of  ourselves  when  we  meet    Sermon 
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for  worship.      We  have  erred  and  strayed  from  Thy — '. 1_ 

ways  like  lost  sheep.  It  is  true  not  only  of  those  • 
whom  we  describe  as  great  sinners;  persons  of 
profligate  life  or  profane  lips.  It  is  true  not  only 
with  reference  to  the  two  or  three  glaring  instances 
of  transgression,  known  to  others  or  unknown,  of 
which  many  persons,  kneeling  before  God,  may 
"bitterly  accuse  themselves.  No,  it  is  true,  almost 
equally,  of  many  a  very  decent  life,  of  many  a  very 
pleasing  character.  Ye  were  once,  or,  ye  are  still,  as 
sheep  going  astray.  I  may  say  it  in  this  congregation 
almost  without  wounding  the  pride,  and  quite  without 
distorting  the  history,  of  any  one  who  hears  me.  I 
confine  the  words  to  one  idea:  that  which  stands 
most  directly  in  contrast  to  the  parallel  and  opposite 
clause.  Tou  once  had,  ox  else  you  still  have, 
consciously  at  least,  no  Shepherd  and  no  Guardian ; 
and  therefore  you  could  not  help  being  wanderers. 
A  wanderer  may  be  very  far,  or  very  little,  out  of 
the  right,  way:  now  and  then  he  may  be  for  a 
moment  or  two  almost  or  quite  in  the  right  way: 
but  the  point  of  his  condition  is,  that  he  is  under  no 
guidance :  when  he  is  right,  he  is  right  by  accident : 
when  he  is  wrong,  he  is  wrong  by  a^jcident,  though 
by.  a  very  natural  accident,  and  one  easily  to  be 
accounted  for :  he  has  no  consciousness  of  a  shepherd, 
a  guide,  a  guardian,  a  constant  and  watchful  eye  over 
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Sermon   him,  and  therefore  his  joumejings  have  no  direction, 

'—  his  race  no  goal,  his  exile  no  home. 

Brethren,  many  a  heart  says  at  this  moment  in  jls 
secret  place,  That  is  true.  I  am  joumejring  through 
life  at  hazard.  I  have  no  plan.  One  day  is  yeiy 
like  another,  but  not  because  each  day  is  a  definite 
and  regular  progress  towards  a  known  end.  Not  in 
that  sense.  I  have  many  good  impulses,  many  vague 
hopes,  and  many  just  regrets.  I  often  do  that  which 
is  right.  I  show  kindness,  I  abstain  £rom  fidsehood 
and  blasphemy,  I  give  something  to  the  poor,  I  go 
where  others  go  to  worship.  But  I  am  not  really  at 
imity  within.  I  do  not  know  rest.  I  have  no  sense 
of  being  under  guidance,  under  an  almighty  hand, 
under  an  imsleeping,  a  watchful,  a  loving  eye.  If  I 
were  to  die,  I  am  not  sure  what  would  become  of  me. 
I  cannot  feel  satisfied  with  my  own  inward  retrospect 
I  cannot  cast  myself  upon  a  tried  and  proved  mercy. 
I  am  a  lonely  man ;  lonely  in  heart,  lonely  in  refer- 
ence to  any  one  independent  of  change  and  death, 
lonely  in  reference  to  any  one  like  Him  of  whom  I 
seem  to  read  in  my  Bible,  of  whom  I  seem  to  hear 
some  few  Christians  tell,  as  nearer  to  them  than  the 
nearest  earthly  friend,  a  real  refuge  in  trouble,  a  sup- 
porting stay,  and  an  unfailing  hope.  Tried  by  this 
test,  I  am  still  a  wanderer.  If  I  am  going  right,  it  is 
by  chance ;  if  I  ever  reach  a  home  beyond  the  grmye, 
accident,  not  aim,  will  have  brought  me  thither. 
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Would  to  God,  my  brethren,  that  it  were  given  to    Sermon 
man — ^but  that  which  is  impossible  with  man  is  pos- '— 


gible  with  Him — to  guide  his  brother's  steps  into  the 
way  of  peace  I  to  give  an  aim  to  the  desultory,  a 
standing  place  to  the  unstable,  a  destination,  and  the 
right  destination,  to  the  purposeless  and  the  vacilla- 
ting I  O  listen  to  the  other  half  of  the  text.  Do  not 
put  from  you  God's  teaching :  it  is  for  you :  it  may 
l>e  true  of  you  to-morrow,  if  not  to-day.  Ye  are  now 
returned  to  the  Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  your  souls, 

Bemark  that  there  is  One  who  is  this  to  you,  by 
right  and  by  will  of  His,  even  already,  even  before 
you  turn.     The  question  is  in  the  turning.    Shepherd 
and  Bishop  of  your  souls  He  is  already :  the  question 
is.  Have  you  yet  turned  to  Him  ?    This  it  is  which  so 
wonderftdly  marks  God's  teaching.     It  is  all  of  things 
ready,  things  done,  things  which  are  already  facts; 
not  visionary  prospecte,  not  possible  contingencies, 
but  things  accomplished,  things  waiting  only  to  be 
grasped.     See  it  here.     The  Shepherd  and  Bishop  of 
your  souls.     There  is  a  Person  so  described  in  refer- 
ence to  us  all.     Some  have  turned  already  to  Him, 
and  some  not  yet:  but  to  all  He  already  bears  this 
relation,  if  only  they  will  have  Him  in  it.     There  is 
po  getting,  procuring,  finding  a  Saviour :  that  is  not 
what  God  sets  us  to  do :  that  He  does,  that  He  has 
done,  for  us.     There  is  only  this:  the  Shepherd  being 
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Sermon  ready,  the  Guardian  being  ready,  but  you  having  your 

'—  back  towards  him,  you  micstjtist  turn  rounds    Against 

your  will  He  cannot  assist  you.  It  is  against  His  rule; 
Matt.ix.29.  which  always  is,  According  to  your  faith^  be  it  unto 
you:  strong  faith,  much  help ;  weak  faith,  little  help; 
no  faith,  no  help.  But  more  than  this :  we  can  under- 
stand  just  enough  of  the  things  of  God  to  see  that  a 
salvation  against  a  man's  will,  or  (in  one  sense)  even 
without  a  man's  will,  would  be  no  salvation  at  alL 
And  therefore  we  can  accept  with  thankfulness  the 
one  condition  which  is  imposed.  You  must  turn— or 
(which  is  only  another  way  of  expressing  the  same 
truth,  and  perhaps  still  more  scripturally)  you  must 
be  turned — and  then  all  is  done :  the  Shepherd,  the 
Guardian,  of  your  souls,  stands  ready,  and  salvation  is 
not  to  be  still  sought,  it  is  already  found. 

This  is  that  act  of  which  some  unsound  things 
have  by  some  been  uttered,  and  with  which  some,  yet 
far  more  perilously,  would  endeavour  wholly  to  dis- 
pense ;  conversion.  Ye  are  now  returned,  ye  have  now 
turned  hack,  or,  have  been  turned  back,  to  the  Shepherd 
and  Bishop  of  your  souls.  True,  we  ought  not  tD 
want  this.  In  a  Christian  country,  within  the  fidd 
of  a  Christian  Church,  we  ought  to  be  Christiaiis 
1  John  iL   jGrom  the  first  hour :  little  children  in  Christ  fiisl 

12. 

then  young  men,  then  in  due  course  men  of  foil 
age,  then  old  men,  fathers,  in  Christ ;  His  all  along. 
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growing  with  a  steady  and  a  healthy  progress  to  the   Sebmon 
measure  cf  the  stature  of  the  fulness  of  Christ.    We 


ought  not  to  want  a  wrench,  a  reversal,  a  convnlsion, 
of  the  spiritual  being,  to  make  ns  Christians  indeed. 
But»  if  we  do  want  it,'  it  may  be  a  thing  to  be 
r^retted,  it  may  be  a  thing  to  be  ashamed  of,  but 
do  not  let  ns  deny  that  it  is  a  necessity*  Do  not 
let  ns  aigae  that,  because  we  ought  not  to  want  it, 
therefore  we  do  not  want  it. 

Two  things  I  will  say,  and  then  conclude. 

The  question  as  to  our  wanting  this  change,  this 
return,  this  conversion,  is  merely  this :  Which  way 
axe  our  faces  turned  now  ?  If  towards  Christ,  then 
we  do  not  want  it  The  only  object  is,  that  we  should, 
somehow  or  other,  by  whatever  means  it  be  e£feeted, 
face  towards  Him,  front  towards  Him,  have  our  eye 
fixed  upon  Him  that  we  may  follow  Him  hence- Rev.  xiv.  4. 
forth  whithersoever  He  goeth.  I  cannot  answer  the 
question  for  any  one.  But  it  is  a  very  serious  one. 
Are  you  still  wandering?  still  living  by  chance, 
and  therefore  going  astray  ?  Or  is  Christ  before  you? 
do  you  set  Him  before  you  each  day,  in  BKs  death, 
in  His  resurrection,  in  His  life  after  resurrection  in 
heaven,  in  His  work  for  you,  in  His  will  concerning 
you,  in  His  unchanging  mercy,  in  His  all-availing. 
His  Spirit'3,  strength  ? 

Lastly,  if  the  answer  to  this  former  question  be 

y2 


I 
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Sermon    in  any  case  unfavourable  or  doubtful,  then  I  would 

1- beseech  you  to  take  a  very  simple,  and  a  very 

hopeful,  view  of  the  change  required  in  you.  Say 
to  yourself,  I  am  like  a  sheep  going  astray;  but 
there  is  One  seeking  me.  There  is  One  whom  my 
wandering  has  pained,  has  grieved.  There  is  One 
whose  heart  yearns  after  me  still.  The  moment 
I  come  to  myself,  the  moment  I  want  Him,  the 
moment  my  heart  relents,  and  would  fain  see  Him 
and  have.  Him  for  my  Shepherd  and  my  Guardian, 
that  moment  He  will  become  this  to  me.  To  be 
converted  is  to  turn  round.  It  is  a  change  of 
direction,  not  a  change  of  nature.  It  is  a  turning 
back ;  yes,  it  is  a  return.  Blessed  words  I  Ye  are 
returned  to  your  Shepherd.  These  persons  to  whom 
St.  Peter  writes  had  not  first  had  Christ  and  then 
left  Him ;  and  yet  when  they  came  to  Him,  it  is 
called  not  a  coming,  but  a  returning.  What  does 
that  say?  Surely  that  Christ  is  (if  I  might  so 
express  it)  the  natural,  the  original.  Shepherd  and 
Guardian  of  our  souLs ;  so  that  he-  who  comes  to 
Him,  even  if  it  be  for  the  first  time  consciously, 
returns  in  doing  so ;  comes  to  a  place,  to  a  home, 
to  a  person,  which  or  who  was  His  already,  and 
from  which  or  from  whom  he  has  been  all  the  time 
a  truant  and  a  wanderer.  Does  not  this  speak 
volumes  to  us  as  to  the  facility  of  finding  Christ 
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when  we  do  turn  to  Him  ?  God  grant  that  blessing  to    Sermon 

.  XVII. 

each  one  of  us  who  may  still  need  it;  and  we  all '-— 

need  it  more  or  less ;  in  a  stronger  or  a  more  limited 
sense  we  all  need  it  every  day ;  the  blessing  of  this 
turning  round  by  an  act  (under  His  prompting)  of 
the  heart  and  will,  and  of  then  discovering  that 
He  to  whom  we  thus  turn  has  been  all  the  time, 
by  right  and  by  office,  not  a  stranger  to  us,  but 
already  the  very  Shepherd  and  Bishop  of  our  souls/ 


i 


SEEMON   XVIII. 


ONE  FLOCK,   ONE  SHEPHERD. 


GOSPEL  FOR  THE  SECOND  SUNDAY  AFTER  EASTER. 

St.  John  x.  11 — 16. 

1 1  Jesus  mid,  I  am  the  good  shepherd :  the  good  shepherd 

12  layeth  dovm  his  life  for  the  sheep.  But  he  that  is  an  hire' 
ling  and  not  the  shepherd,  whose  ovm  the  sheep  are  not,  seeth 
the  wolf  coming,  and  leaveth  the  sheep,  and  Jleeth — and  the 

13  wolf  seizeth  them,  and  scattereth — because^  he  is  an  hireling, 

14  and  careth  not  for  the  sheep,    I  am  the  good  shq>herd,  and  I 

15  hnow  my  ovm  (sheep),  and  my  oton  know  m>e,  even  as  the 
Father  knotveth  me  and  I  know  the  Father;  and  I  lay 

16  down  my  life  for  the  sheep.  And  other  sheep  I  have,  which 
are  not  of  this  fold;  them  also  must  I  bring,  and  they  shaU 
hear  my  voice,  and  there  shall  become  one  flock,  one  shepherd, 

^  According  to  the  reading  here  adopted,  the  word  ^'heea/use** 
depends  upon  "  leaveth  the  sheep  cmdfleeth  **  in  verse  12 ;  the  dlaose 
"  and  the  wolf  seizeth  them  and  scattereth**  being  regarded  as  x^tfeii- 
thetical.  The  words  *'  the  hireling  fleeth,**  with  which  the  18ih 
verse  begins  in  some  manuscripts  and  in  the  Authorized  Yerdoni 
were  probably  added  to  explain  the  sense. 
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St.  John  z.  16. 

And  other  Bhetp  I  have,  which  wrt  not  of  this  fold :  them  alto  I  muet 
hringy  and  they  shall  hear  my  voice  ;  and  there  shall  be  one  fold, 
and'one  Shepherd, 

The  Epistle  for  the  day,  considered  this  morning,    Sermon 
spoke  of  a  return  to  the  Shepherd  of  our  souls.  -^^^ 


The  Gospel,  reserved  for  this  evening,  tells  us  more 
of  this  Shepherd,  in  His  own  words ;  and,  familiar 
as  the  subject  is  to  all  of  us,  I  know  not  that  it  can 
ever  be  superfluous  to  dwell  upon  it  with  prayer 
«nd  praise. 

The  few  verses  read  as  the  Gospel  are  taken  from 
a  much  longer  passage  on  the  same  general  topic. 
But  the  di£Sculty  is  rather  to  choose  than  to  find  . 
material  for  thought,  when  we  dwell  upon  the 
character  of  Christ  as  the  Good  Shepherd.  And 
therefore  I  will  confine  myself  strictly  to  the  six 
verses  which  form  the  Gospel  for  the  day. 

Jems  said — for  so  is  the  Gospel  prefaced — I  am  the  Verse  11. 
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Sermon  good  shepherd.     The  good  shepherd  lays  down  his  Itfi 
for  the  sheep.     But  he   that  is  an  hireling  and  not 


the  shepherd,  whose  cum  the  sheep  are  not,  seeth  the 

wolf  coming^  and  leaveth  the  sheep,  and  fleeth — and 

[so  that)   the   wolf  catcheth   them,  and  scattereth — 

Verse  13.    because  he  is  an  hireling,  and  careth  not  for  the  sheep.  I 

Verse  14.    am  the  good  shepherd,  and  I  Tcrvow  mine  own,  and  mine 

Verse  15.    own  Icnow  me,  even  as  the  Father  knoweth  me  and  I 

know  the  Father ;  and  I  lay  down  my  life  for  the 

Verse  16.    sheep.     And  other  sheep  I  have,  which  are  not  of  this 

fold:Jthem  also  I  must  bring,  and  they  shall  hear  my 

voice,  and  there  shall  be  one  flock,  one  shepherd. 

I  know  not  that  it  is  necessary  to  say  more  than 
one  word  upon  the  imagery  here  employed. 

In  Palestine,  we  are  told — ^to  quote  the  substance 
of  a  few  sentences  from  the  account  of  a  recent 
traveller — there  is  a  sight  often  to  be  seen  in  the  near 
neighbourhood  of  Jerusalem,  that  of  the  shepherds 
leading  over  the  hills  their  flocks  of  sheep  and  goats, 
the  white  sheep  and  the  black  goats  intermingled  on 
the  mountain-side,  yet  by  their  colour  at  once  dis- 
tinguishable from  each  other.  The  shepherds^  we 
Lukeii.  8.  kuow,  abode  with  their  flocks,  at  the  time  of  the 
Grospel  history,  at  least  within  a  few  miles  of 
Jerusalem:  it  is  possible  that  such  a  flock  may 
have  wandered  up  the  sides  of  the  Mount  of  Olives, 
and  suggested  to  Him  who  was  sitting  there  with 
Markziu.3.  His  disciples  over   against  the  temple,  the  scene 
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of  the  Shepherd  of  mankind  dividing  the  parts  of  Sermon 
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that  vast  flock,  each  from  each,  the  sheep  on  His 


right  baud,  and  the  goats  on  His  left  It  was  32. 
probably  on  the  same  Momit  of  OKves,  while  con- 
versing with  the  excommunicated  blind  man,  that  John  ix.  85. 
our  Lord  uttered,  in  the  hearing  of  the  Pharisees, 
another  Parable — that  which  is  now  before  us — the 
Parable  of  the  Good  Shepherd.  The  sheepfold  on 
the  slope  of  the  hill — the  wicket-gate — the  keeper 
of  the  gate — the  sheep,  as  in  all  southern  coimtries, 
following,  not  preceding,  the  shepherd  whose  voice 
they  hear — may  have  been  present  to  His  sight  then, 
as  in  the  later  parable ;  and  thus  it  may  have  been 
the  same  outward  scene  which  /suggested  the  image 
of  the  mild  and  beneficent  Guardian,  and  of  the 
stem  and  awfiil  Judge  of  the  human  race.^ 

It  is  with  the  earlier  only  of  these  two  Parables 
that  we  are  now  concerned ;  that  which  sets  before 
us  our  Lord  Himself  under  the  similitude  of  the 
Good  Shepherd.  I  think  that  the  Parable,  so  far 
as  it  is  comprised  in  the  six  verses  just  read  to  you, 
may  be  suggestive  of  three  chief  reflections. 

1.  The  first  of  these  is,  the  care  of  Christ  for  those 
who  are  His ;  a  care  arising  out  of  ownership^  and 
prompting  an  entire  self  sacrifice  in  their  hehalf 

A  contrast  is  presented.  Some  shepherds  are 
hirelings,  paid  for    their  trouble   in    guiding    and 

^  See  Professor  Stanley's  SiTiai  and  Palestine,  Chap,  yiii  p.  415. 
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SfniM05    gnarding   the   flock«      Such  a  shepherd    does  not 
XVIIL    ^  *^  *  ^ 
really  care  for  the  sheep.     He  thinks  of  himself; 


what  he  can  get  for  taking  charge  of  them.  When 
danger  approaches,  it  is  not  of  them  that  he  thinks^ 
but  of  himself.  He  leaves  them  to  the  rayening 
wolf,  to  be  canght  or  to  be  scattered.  He  thinks 
only  of  making  his  escape,  because  he  is  an  hireling, 
and  careth  not  for  the  sheep. 

The  words,  my  brethren,  have  a  significance  for 
us  ministers  of  the  Gospel  beyond  what  they  can 
possibly  have  for  you.    It  is  not  that  there  is  any 

1  Cor.ix.14. reproach  in  what  St.  Paul  calls  "living  of  the 
Gospel;''  receiving  a  maintenance  from  that  work 
which  in  these  days  demands  a  whole  life  for  its 
performance.  It  is  not  this  which  makes  a  man  a 
"  hireling,"  in  the  bad  sense  of  that  word.  That  lies 
in  the  spirit  in  which  the  work  is  done.  And  how 
rare  is  that  solicitude  for  the  souls  of  men  which 
is  here  ascribed  to  the  good  shepherd!  We  are 
called  pastors  (shepherds)  as  well  as  teachers.     No 

Acts  XX.  28.  figure  is  more  common.  Take  heed  to  yourselves^  St 
Paul  said  to  the  elders  of  the  Church  of  Ephesus,  and 
to  all  the  flock  over  the  which  the  Holy  Ghost  hath 
made  you  overseers,  to  feed  the  Chwrch  of  God,  which 
He  hath  purchased  with  His  own  blood.  For  I  know 
this,  he  adds,  continuing  the  same  illustration,  that 
after  my  departing  shall  grievous  wolves  enJUr  in 
amcyng  you^  not  sparing  the  flock.     And  in  the  same 
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terms  St.  Peter  addresses  the  ministers  of  the  Church    Sermon 
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in  his  own  and  in  all  later  times.    Feed  the  flock  of-—- 

"^1  Pet.  V.  2. 

Ood  which  is  aifnong  you,  taking  the  oversight  thereof , 
not  hy  constraint,  hut  willingly  ;  not  for  sordid  gain, 
hut  of  a  ready  mind  . .  .  And  when  the  chief  Shepherd 
shall  appear,  ye  shall  receive  the  crown  of  glory  that 
fadeth  not  away.  How  deeply  must  a  conscientious 
Clergyman  reproach  himself  for  the  faintness  of  his 
own  sense  of  these  things!  How  difficult  is  it 
for  him  in  all  things  to  see  himself  last;  to  think 
more  of  the  welfare  of  his  charge  than  of  his  own 
ease  or  comfort  or  honour !  Men  are  severe  judges 
of  us :  but  we  must  not  complain.  We  ought  to  be 
what  too  often  we  are  not.  We  have  devoted  our- 
selves to  a  certain  work,  and  woe  is  unto  us  if  we  iCor.ix.l6. 
do  it  not  as  we  have  promised ! 

But  let  us  now,  both  for  your  sake  and  our  own, 
set  in  contrast  with  the  conduct  of  the  hireling,  that 
of  the  true,  the  good,  the  Divine  Shepherd. 

He  cares  for  us,  I  know  nothing  more  deeply  ^  ^®*'  ^'  *^' 
persuasive  than  those  four  words  and  the  truth  which 
they  express.  There  are  •  those  who  pass  through 
life  in  a  state  of  constant  depression  and  discontent, 
because  they  think  that  no  one  cares  for  them.  It 
is  a  pain  which  lies  very  deep  in  hearts  that  would 
not  be  suspected  of  it.  A  person  may  possess  power 
and  fame  and  success  and  popularity,  and  yet  feel  it. 
Such  persons,  perhaps  even  more  than  otKex^^  «xa 


.  i 
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Sermon   slow  to  believe  in  the  existence  towards  them  of  such 
'—  a  thing  as  disinterested  affection.     And  we  are  all 


of  us  too  much  guilty  of  the  sin  of  thinking  of  Qodj 
Pa.  1.  21.  or  of  Christ,  that  He  is  even  such  an  one  as  ourselves  r 
slow  to  realize  the  idea  of  there  being  in  heaven  a 
love  and  a  care  for  us  which  we  have  not  found  upon 
earth;  a  love  and  a  care  absolutely  disinterested, 
unaffected  by  distance  and  difference,  unvanquished 
by  coldness  and  ingratitude,  ever  ready,  throughout 
our  day  of  grace,  to  come  forth  towards  us  freely  and 
folly  with  cheering  and  elevating  and  transforming 
power.  Such  a  thought,  could  we  but  receive  it 
into  our  hearts,  would,  by  His  grace  from  whom  it 
comes,  convert  us,  turn  us  towards  God,  as  in  a 
moment.  Is  it  true  ?  Can  Jesus  Christ  really  thus 
care  for  us  ?  Can  it  be  anything  to  Him  whether  we 
are  happy  or  unhappy,  whether  we  live  or  die,  are 
saved  or  perish?  It  is  difficult  indeed  to  think  so. 
When  we  look  within,  to  what  we  are  in  ourselves ; 
when  we  look  behind,  to  the  time  past  of  our  lives ; 
^  we  can  scarcely  see  what  there  is  in  us  on  which  the 
love  of  Christ  can  fasten.  But  He  seems  to  tell  us 
here  how  it  is.  The  hireling  flees  because  he  cares 
not  for  the  sheep ;  and  he  cares  not  for  them  because 
they  are  not  his  own.  The  care  of  Christ  for  us 
springs  out  of  ownership.  We  are  His  twice  over ; 
first  brought  into  being,  then  redeemed,  by  Him.  If 
He  thought  it  worth  while  to  create  us,  if  He  thought 
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weD,  He  must  indeed^  caie  for  us.      I  take  the 


broadest  groond  of  alL    I  sa j  nothing  of  personal 

meiity  or  of  states  of  mind,  of  lepentuiee^  or  Cadth, 

or  obedience.     I  speak  onlj  of  creation,  and  of 

redemption ;  that  redemption  of  which  we  read  that 

Christ  i$  ike  propitiatiom  far  our  sinsj  and,  lest  anj  lJahnii.2. 

one  shonld  saj,  "  Peihai»  not  for  mj  sins,  perhaps 

onlj  for  the  sins  of  tme  Christians;"    it  is  then 

added,  and  not  far  ours  only,  but  ciUo  far  the  sins  of 

tie  whole  world.    Take  that  gromid,  and  it  wiU  not 

hSi  YOiL    It  is  exceeding  broad.     Christ  cares  fbrFk.exix. 

yon  because  jon  are  His,  and  with  a  reality  of 

ooncem  which  led  Him  even  to  lay  down  life  itself 

for  yon. 

It  is  the  thought  of  this  care  which  has  in  CTeiy 
age  opened  the  flood-gates  of  repentance,  and  turned 
souls  to  God.  While  we  will  not  believe  in  it,  we 
cannot  turn.  But,  if  anything  should  ever,  under 
GM's  blessing,  reveal  it  to  you — and  many  things 
may  do  so;  many  things,  I  mean,  may  be  the 
instnmient  of  doing  so ;  then  you  will  hasten  back  to 
Christ,  and  love  Him  because  you  see  that  He  has  i  John  It. 

19. 

first  loved  you.     I  say,  many  things  may  be  the 
means  of  revealing  to  you  Christ's  care  about  you. 
Because  the  same  God  is  the  God  of  Providence  and 
of  grace :  the  same  Saviour  holds  the  keys  of  natural  Rev.  I  is. 
and  of  qiiritual  life  and  death :  and  I  am  quite  sure 
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Sebmoh   that  He  uses  the  one  {onction  to  subserve  the  other. 
XVIII.    _  .  1  ,. 
I  am  qmte  sure  that  our  hves  are  very  minutely 

as  well  as  very  powerfully  attended  to,  and  that 

eyery  life  has  many  openings  a£Forded  to  it  for  seemg 

what  it  has  never  seen  before,  and  for  becoming  what 

it  has  never  become  before. 

But  you  must  not  wait  for  these  things.  They 
come  to  those  who  will  seize  them  when  they  come, 
but  not  to  those  who,  if  they  come,  would  let  them 
pass  by  unheeded.  This  very  service,  this  very 
Sermon,  has  been  an  opportunity  for  you  of  realizing 
Christ's  care  that  you  should  be  saved :  if  you  let 
it  escape  you,  you  may  perhaps  never  have  another* 

2.  But  I  must  come  now  to  a  second  topic 
suggested  by  this  passage ;  the  trUimcUe  mutual  Jenow^ 
ledge,  if  I  might  so  express  it,  which  exists  between 
Christ  and  those  who  are  Hisy  those  who  believe  in 
His  care  and  turn  to  Him. 

The  words  are  very  remarkable.  They  are  a  little 
obscured  in  our  English  Version.  In  reality  they  are 
these.  /  Icnow  my  owuy  and  my  own  know  wia,  even, 
as  the  Father  Jcnoweth  me  and  I  know  the  Father. 
The  mutual  knowledge  of  Christ  and  of  His  redeemed 
is  like  the  mutual  knowledge  of  Christ  Himself  and 
God.  These  are  deep  things,  my  brethren;  secret 
things,  too  deep  for  words.  But  surely  we  may 
call  one  another  to  acknowledge  and  to  admire  the 
greatness  of  the  gift  offered  to  us,  the  closeness  and 


I 
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intimacy  of  that  knowledge  of  Christ  which  is  opened    Skrmon 

.  xvin. 

to  all  who  truly  believe.  1- 


,:  It  is  very  easy  to  disparage  things  in  which  we  do 
not  share.  And  in  this  way  it  has  come  to  pass  that 
the  world  even  of  professed  Christians  can  despise  or 
deny  the  mystery  of  a  real  and  living  communication 
between  the  soul  of  a  man  and  the  Spirit  of  his 
Saviour.  But  we  must  cling  to  that  truth,  and  never 
let  it  go.  The  secret  of  the  Lord  is  with  them  <^<Ps.xxv.H. 
fear  Him^  and  He  will  show  them  His  covenant.  My 
own  know  me,  even  as  I  know  the  Father. 

My  brethren,  we  are  not  inquisitive  enough,  and  we 
are  not  ambitious  enough,  in  the  things  of  God.  Men 
used  to  spend  a  lifetime,  hours  in  each  day,  in  explo- 
ring the  mysteries  of  the  Christian  life ;  in  studying 
with  all  their  energy  the  living  Word,  and  in  calling 
upon  God  with  those  unuttered  yearnings  of  soul 
which  St.  Paul  recognizes  as  the  very  intercession  of  Rom.  viii. 
the  Holy  Spirit  within.  These  things  are  now  almost 
of  the  past.  We  demand  now  a  more  easy,  a  more 
popular,  I  fear  a  more  superficial,  kind  of  religion; 
one  which  shall  be  compatible  with  almost  any  amount 
of  dissipation,  and  satisfied  with  almost  any  slightness 
of  devotion.  It  is  not  thus  that  the  words  will  ever 
be  made  good  to  us.  My  own  know  me,  even  as  I  know 
the  Father.  Such  knowledge  is  indeed  too  wonderful  Ps.cxxxix. 
for  such  seeking,  and  we  cannot  attain  it. 
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Sbbmon        Yet  let  me  not  use  words  of  haishness  towards  any  of 

XVIIL  ... 
the  &intest  enquirers  after  the  life  of  Christ    It  is  only 


for  the  purpose  of  arousing  that  we  would  ever  reprove. 
We  all  need  the  word  of  exhortation,  which  bids  us 
enquire  more,  desire  more,  expect  more,  in  the  know'- 
ledge  of  Christ.  We  all  need  to  be  put  on  our  guard 
against  that  perfunctory  sort  of  devotion,  which  actu- 
ally runs  away  from  the  Y&ry  commimicatiaDs  for 
which  it  seems  to  ask.  We  cannot  know  Christ 
without  giving  some  time  to  it  There  is  a  work  of 
the  understanding  to  be  done,  and  there  is  awork  of 
the  heart  to  be  done,  in  acquiring  this  knowledge. 
We  have  to  study  deeply  what  Grod  has  revealed  to 
us  of  Himself  in  Christ  And  we  have  to  acquaint 
ourselves  with  Christ  Himself,  even  as  we  would 
with  an  earthly  friend,  by  the  help  of  intercourse  and 
cS  converse.  He  that  has  much  time  at  his  command 
may  well  give  liberally  of  it,  and  he  that  has  little 
may  well  do  his  diligence  gladly  to  give  of  that  little, 
in  the  pursuit  of  that  knowledge  of  God  and  of  Christ, 
John  xYu.  which  alone  for  any  of  us  is  life  etemaL 

There  are  still  two  points  to  be  very  briefly  noticed 
in  the  knowledge  here  spoken  o£ 

i.  The  knowledge  of  the  voice ;  the  ready  recogni- 
tion of  that  sound  when  it  summons  in  this  direction 
Vertei.      OT  in  that     The  sheep  follow  htm;  far  they  Jemnv 
VetteS,      his  voice  .  ,  .  A  stranger  toill  they  not  foUow,  hut 


nWB  SHI 
I  kirn ;  far  t 

H  (we  reason  why  we  fihonld  be  well  acqaain- 

huCbndt ;  tbat  we  may  always  hear  when  He 

L  be  able  to  distinguiah  Hia  call  from  the 

r  aoTincla  which  counterfeit  it  in  this  world. 

:t  condition  of  obedience.    If  we  know  not 

%  certain  sound  be  the  voice  of  the  Shepherd 

L  stranger,  we  cannot  be  enre  whether  we  are 

KTroDg  in  following  it.     Hence  that  frequent 

n  matters  of  duty,  which  marks  the  course 

r  of  us.     We  have  allowed  other  lords  to  l«»i-  J^^'i- 
,      .  -  .    ,■      ■  .  ,        ". 

i^ominion   over  ns;   inclination,   passion,    the 

,  self-love,   self-interest;    till  at   last  we  can 

■  distinguish  onr  real  owner's  roice  when  it 

1  ns ;  there  ia  no  promptitude  in  our  response 

^  Kud   no    stediaatness    or  consistency   in   our 

I  The  intimate  personal  knowledge  which  Christ 
i  each  one  of  us.     He  needed  not,  St  John  says,  John  ii.  25. 
y  should  testify  of  mem;  far  He  hmw  what  vaa 

e  thought  of  Christ's  knowledge  of  us,  ou^t  it 
I,  can  it  be,  in  any  degree  a  comforting  thought? 
it  can  that  knowledge  be  but  a  knowledge  of  in- 
'  -iiimities,  faults,  and  sins ;   a  knowledge  of  the  clewv 
Bess  of  the  light  againert  which  we  have  sinned,  of  tl 
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Sermon    perverseness  of  the  spirit  in  which  we  have  walked 
-^IIIL,  before  Him  ? 

It  does  not  seem  as  if  He  represented  His  knowledge 
of  us  quite  in  this  aspect  He  seems  rather  to  speak 
of  it  as  a  privilege  of  His  servants,  that  He  should 
know  them  as  He  does.  And,  if  the  knowledge 
spoken  of  be  that  which  we  imderstand  by  the 
knowledge  of  a  friend,  we  can  all  comprehend  this. 
To  be  acquainted,  even  amongst  men,  with  the  great, 
with  the  good,  with  those  who  are  honoured  in  their 
generation,  is  felt  by  every  one  as  an  object  of  ambi- 
tion :  in  this  sense,  how  much  more  to  be  permitted  to 
say  that  we  know  and  are  known  by  Christ! 

But,  even  if  the  other  kind  of  knowledge  be  in- 
tended ;  the  knowledge  of  insight,  apart  from  that  of 
acquaintance ;  it  ought  not  to  be,  it  is  not  meant  to 
be,  terrifying  or  confounding  to  any  of  us.  If  Christ 
knows,  as  no  man  can  know,  our  shortcomings  and  our 
backslidings,  our  follies,  faults,  and  sins;  on  the  other 
hand  He.  knows,  as  no  man  can  know  them,  our  diffi- 
culties, our  temptations,  our  struggles,  our  aspirations, 
our  reluctant  defeats,  our  all  but  victories,  our  bitter 
anguish  of  repentance,  our  earnest  efforts  after  amend- 
ment, our  sincere  confessions,  our  humble  prayers.  I 
do  not  say  this  in  excuse  for  sins:  God  forbid.  I 
only  say  that  Christ's  judgment,  though  ten  thousand 
times  more  holy,  is  also  ten  thousand  times  more 
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mercifol,  than  that  of  the  world.     Well  may  His    Sermon 

XVIII. 

servants  say,  Let  me  fall  now  into  the  hand  of  the 


ISam.xxiv. 

Lord,  for  His  mercies  are  great,  and  let  me  not  fall     14. 
into  the  hand  of  man.     They  need  not  fear  the  search- 
ing penetration  of  that  discerning  eye,  if  only  they 
can  appeal  to  Him,  as  His  fallen  disciple  did  of  old, 
and  say,  Lord,  though  I  have  fallen,  though  I  have 

forgotten,  though  I  have  denied,  though  I  have  for- 

•    

saken  Thee,  yet,  Lord^  Thou  knowest  all  things;  Thou  John  xxi. 
Jenowest  that  I  love  Thee, 

3.  I  have  spoken  now  of  the  care  of  Christ  for  His 
servants,  and  of  the  mutual  knowledge  which  exists 
between  Him  and  them.  I  have  yet  one  concluding 
reflection  to  suggest  to  you,  drawn  from  the  text  itself, 
the  last  verse  of  the  Gospel.  And  that  is,  the  special 
concern  here  indicated  for  the  future  extension,  the  suC" 
cessful  gathering,  and  the  final  union,  of  that  Church 
"  which  is  the  blessed  company  of  all  faithful  people J^ 

And  other  sheep  I  have;  have  already,  in  foreknow- 
ledge and  purpose ;  which  are  not  of  this  fold,  this 
nation  of  Israel,  to  which  the  ministry  of  Christ  while 
Himself  upon  earth  was  to  be  limited. 

Them  also  must  I  bring:  must,  because  so  it  is 
written  of  me ;  must,  because  my  love,  even  as  that 
of  the  Father  who  sent  me,  is  not  bounded  by  local 
or  national  restrictions ;  must,  because  Ood  so  loved  John  iiL16. 
the  world,  that  He  gave  His  only  begotten  Sony  thai 
whosoever  believeth  in   Him  should  not  perish  but 
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Sermon    have  everlastinq  life.     Then  also  must  I  brmg .-  // 

XVIIL  .  .  . 
for,  if  I  do  it  not,  none  else  can :  the  work  of  savii^ 


JohnzL52.  one  sonl,  as  well  as  that  of  gathering  together  tn  one 
the  children  of  Qod  thai  are  scattered  abroad^  is 
beyond  the  power  of  any  hmnan  messenger,  and, 
except  I  work,  from  heaven^  in  the  hearts  of  them 
that  hear,  no  one  man,  to  the  veij  end  of  time,  can 
be  tnmed  from  darkness  to  light.  Them  also  must  I 
bring  :  bring  ;  leading,  not  driring  them ;  drawing 
them  gently  forward,  by  the  persuasion  of  my  Spirit 
within,  out  of  the  waste  wilderness  of  sin  and  self 

Ps.  xxiii.  2.  into  the  green  pastures  and  beside  the  still  waters, 
out  of  the  wretchedness  of  a  life  of  cares  and  vanities 
into  the  joy  and  the  peace  which  belong  to  my 
redeemed. 

And  they  shall  hear  my  voice.  They  shall  recog- 
nize, one  after  another,  in  distant  lands,  in  successiTe 
generations,  the  voice  which  addresses  them  as  they 
are,  and  which  offers  them  what  they  want;  the 
voice  which  speaks  the  universal  language,  touches 
the  universal  wound,  and  heals  the  universal  woe; 
^  the  voice  which  whosoever  hears  within  finds  himself 
at  once  calmed,  emancipated,  and  illuminated;  the 
voice  which  whosoever  patiently  follows  will  find 
himself  led  onward  from  strength  to  strength  by  a 
wisdom  not  his  own  into  a  happiness  of  which  he 
dreamed  not 
And  there  shall  be  one  fiock^  one  Shepherd.     One 
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flochy  consisting  of  all  those  who  accept  Christ  aa   Sermon 

.  .  XVIII 

their  Saviour,  under    one   Shepherd^  that    Saviour '— 


who  casts  out  none  that  come  to  Him.  John  vi.37. 

My  brethren,  no  passages  of  Scripture  ought  to 
be  more  attractive  to  us  than  those  which,  like  this, 
show  that  our  Lord  Himself  had  from  the  very  first 
our  particular  case  in  view.  It  was  no  after-thought, 
still  less  was  it  any  accident,  but  a  plan  arranged  by 
Him  and  declared  from  the  begini^ing,  which  brought 
the  Gentiles,  which  brought  us  of  this  land  and  age, 
into  the  flock  and  fold  of  Christ  Of  us  He  thought 
when  He  was  upon  earth:  for  us  He  has  made 
provision  from  His  throne  in  heaven :  in  our  behalf 
He  sent  forth  that  great  company  of  the  preachers,  Ps.  Ixviii. 
spoken  of  in  the  language  of  prophecy,  which  has 
been  ever  since  gathering  new  generations  and  new 
races  into  the  Gospel  fold :  in  our  behalf  He  Himself 
uttered  that  memorable  prayer  in  the  same  night  in 
which  He  was  betrayed.  Neither  pray  I  for  these,  John  xvi'. 
my  first  disciples,  Qlone,  but  for  them  also  which  shall 
believe  on  me  through  their  word;  that  they  all  way 
be  one ;  as  Th^u^  Father,  art  in  me,  and  I  in  Thee, 
that  they  also  may  be  one  in  us ;  that  the  world  may 
believe  that  Thou  ha^st  sent  me. 

One  flock,  one  Shepherd.  Yes,  such  was  Christ's 
will  and  Christ's  promise.  That  they  also  may  be  one 
in  us.  Yes,  such  was  Christ's  prayer  and  Christ's 
ordinance.    Has  it  been  fulfilled  ?    Is  it  in  course  of 
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Sebmon    fulfilment?    Yes,  that  also  we  doubt  not.    But,  to 
—  look  on,  from  the  level  of  earth  and  of  things  present. 


upon  the  community  of  His  professed  people,  we 
might  well  ask,  Where  is  the  sign  of  tmity?  where 
is  the  one  flock?  where  is  the  one  Shepherd? 
where  is  the  saying.  That  they  all  may  he  one  t  It 
is  sad  to  see  divisions  where  there  ought  to  be 
peace;  men  believing  in  one  Saviour,  seeking  one 
rest  and  one  home,  and  yet  all  differing  about  the 
means  by  which  that  end  is  to  be  won  I  Let  us  be 
careful  not  to  add  to  such  divisions.  Let  us  be 
resolute  to  see  Christ's  people  in  all  who  own  Him 
as  their  Saviour.  Let  us  never  doubt  that  there  may 
be  a  unity  of  spirit  in  diversity  of  form,  even  as  there 
certainly  may  be  a  diversity  of  spirit  in  unity  of 
form.  They  shall  hear  my  voice:  let  that  be  for 
ourselves,  let  that  be  (so  far  as  it  is  necessary)  for 
others,  our  test  of  unity.  Are  we,  are  they,  listening 
to  Christ's  voice,  and  living,  day  by  day,  as  He 
Acts  X.  35.  taught,  as  He  teaches  ?  Are  we,  are  they,  fearing 
God  and  working  righteousness?  Are  we,  are  they, 
doing  all  that  can  be  done  to  set  forward  holiness 
and  godliness  on  this  sinful  earth  ?  Are  we,  are  they, 
acknowledging  Christ's  Word  as.  the  rule  of  faith, 
and  Christ's  example  as  the  rule  of  practice  ?  Then 
are  we  already  one  in  Him.  Then  we  may  be  quite 
sure  that,  whatever  differences  of  form  may  seem  to 
^k       divide  us,  these  belong  rather  to  the  circumstances 
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amidst  which,  than  to  the  spirit  in  which,  we  are    Sermon 
living  here  below.     If  in  anything  ye  he  otherwise 


mindedy  God  shall  reveal  even  this  unto  you.  Many 
things  which  now  appear  to  us  to  be  almost  or  quite 
essential  to  Christianity  may  hereafter  perhaps  fall 
off  from  us  as  we  pass  through  the  dark  river  or 
through  the  golden  gates  beyond.  Let  us  all  AoZ^  Col.  ii.  19. 
the  Head,  derive  every  day  our  own  strength  and 
grace  from  Him,  and,  be  well  assured,  we  shall  find 
ourselves  at  last — much,  it  may  be,  to  our  surprise — 
to  have  been  all  one  in  Christ  Jesm.  GaL  iii.  28. 


THE  END. 
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PEEFACE 

TO  THE  SECOND  EDITION. 

Eight  Sermons  have  now  been  added  to  the 
series.  These  were  preached  in  the  month 
of  July,  the  former  course  having  ended  in 
April.  The  title  of  the  Volume  has  thus  been 
rendered  somewhat  less  appropriate;  but  it 
could  scarcely  have  been  altered  without  risk 
of  confusion.  The  additional  Sermons  are  also 
published  separately,  for  the  convenience  of 
those  who  may  be  in  possession  of  the  former 
Edition. 

I  am  grateful  for  many  kind  notices  of  this 
little  Volume  in  its  earlier  form;  and  I  can 
only  hope  that  its  present  enlargement  will  not 
be  found  unseasonable. 


The  Vioarage,  Doncasteb, 
May  4, 1861. 


SERMON  XIX. 


THE  EXPECTATION  OF  THE  CEEATION. 


EPISTLE  FOR  THE  FOURTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  TRINITY. 

Romaub  vni.  18 — 23. 

18  I  RECKON  that  the  suffeHngs  of  tlie  present  season  are 
not  vforthy  in  comparison  with  the  glory  which  is  to  he 

19  unveiled  upon  us.  For  the  earnest  expectation  of  the  creation 

20  is  waiting  for  the  unveiling  of  the  sons  of  6fod,  For  to 
vanity  was  the  creation  sheeted,  not  willingly,  hut  hy  reason 

21  of  Him  who  subjected  it,  in  hope,  hecause  even  the  creation 
itself  shall  he  liherated  from  the  slavery  of  corruptio7i  into 

22  the  liberty  of  the  glory  of  the  children  of  Chd.  For  we 
know  that  all  the  \creation  groaneth  together  and  is  in 

28  travail  together  until  now:  and  not  only  so,  hut  even  our- 
selves, though  tve  have  the  Jlrttfruits  of  tJie  Spirit,  even  we 
ourselves  groan  in  ourselves,  tffaiting  for  an  adoption,  the 
redemption  of  our  hody. 


SERMON   XIX. 


THE  EXPECTATION  OF  THE  CREATION. 


ROMANS  vin.  19. 

The  earnest  expectation  of  the  creature  waiteth  for  the  manifestation 

of  the  sons  of  Qod. 

Since  I  last  addressed  you,  the  great  festivals  of  Sermon 
the  Christian  year  have  ended,  and  we  have  entered 1— 


now  upon  that  long  course  of  Sundays  after  Trinity 
which  stretches  through  the  whole  of  summer  and 
autumn.  That  long  succession  of  outwardly  un- 
Inarked  Sundays  has  been  not  unaptly  compared  to 
the  Dispensation  itself  under  which  we  are  living. 
For  many  centuries  God  has  ceased  to  deal  with 
men  by  special  interpositions.  He  is  as  really  present, 
as  really  acting,  as  really  saving  and  judging,  as  He 
ever  was :  but  He  does  not  carry  on  His  works  by 
visible  or  audible  signs:  men  may,  if  they  will,  go 
on  their  way  and  forget  Him.  No  one  now  comes 
to  us  from  the  dead :  we  are  left  with  Moses  and  the 
Prophets,  we  are  left  with  the  written  Word  of 
Christ  and  His  Apostles,  and  it  is  our  business  to 
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Sermok    hear  them.     If  we  do  not  that,  let  ns  be  well  assured 

XIX. 

—  that  we  should  not  really  have  been  profited  by  a 


different  system.  We  often  say  to  ourselves,  If  only 
some  direct  message  could  come  to  us  from  Grod  Him- 
self, we  should  be  aroused,  we  should  be  convinced, 
we  should  be  converted  and  live.  But  what  saith  the 
answer  of  God  to  us,  as  it  is  repeated  in  our  hearing 
(perhaps  with  this  very  design)  at  the  beginning  of 
Luke  xvi  this  Unmarked  portion  of  our  year  ?  ijT  they  hear  not 
Moses  and  the  prophets^  neither  toould  they  he  per- 
suaded thoiigh  one  rose  from  the  dead}  Startled 
we  might  be,  terrified  we  might  be;  stirred,  per- 
haps, for  the  moment  to  anxiety,  agitation,  and 
alarm :  but  it  is  not  thus  that  permanent  changes  of 
life  are  effected  in  any :  if  at  all,  they  must 
come  from  the  inward  working  of  God's  Spirit,  who 
can  use  as  His  instruments  the  commonest  incidents 
of  the  most  uneventfrd  life,  nay,  whose  presence  is 

1  Kings 

xix.11,12.  never  indicated  by  the  wind,  the  earthquake,  or  the 
fire,  but  is  then  first  manifested  when  all  these  are 
finally  followed  by  the  still  small  voice. 

The  proper  business  of  this  season  of  the  Christian 
year,  even  as  the  proper  business  of  lives  spent,  like 
ours,  under  the  tranquil  Dispensation  of  the  Spirit^  is 
the  pondering  of  Bevelation ;  the  letting  our  hearts 
be  penetrated  with  Grod's  Word ;  the  diligent  hearing 
of  Moses  and  the  Prophets,  still  more  of  Christ  and 

1  Gospel  for  the  first  Sunday  after  Trinity. 
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the  Apostles;  the  steady,  earnest,   daily  study   of   Sermon 
what  God  has  taught,  that  so  we  may  have  a  safe- '. — 


guard  within  against  the  deadening  influences  of  the 
present,  and  be  enabled  to  anticipate,  with  unshaken 
unswerving  faith,  the  great  events  which,  whether  we 
see  their  signs  or  no,  are  certainly  to  come  upon  the 
earth,  and  to  bring  with  them,  for  each  one  of  us, 
consequences  of  everlasting  moment. 

I  know  not  that,  in  this  point  of  view,  I  could 
select  a  more  serious  or  a  more  profitable  subject  of 
reflection,  than  that  which  is  presented  to  us  here  in 
the  text  and  in  the  context,  and  which  forms  the 
Epistle  for  this  day.  May  God  give  to  each  one  of  us 
an  ear  to  hear  it ! 

St.  Paul  has  been  speaking  of  the  Holy  Spirit  as 
bearing  a  concurrent  testimony  with  that  of  our  own 
spirit  to  our  being  sons  of  God.  And  he  has  added 
that  the  relation  of  sonship  towards  God  involves  in  Verse  17. 
it  the  prospect  of  an  inheritance ;  an  inheritance  to  be 
received  from  God,  and  in  which  we  shall  be  asso- 
ciated with  Christ.  Heirs  of  Ood,  he  says,  and  joint- 
heirs  with  Christ;  if  so  be  that  we  suffer  with  Him, 
that  we  may  he  also  glorified  together.  As  he  says 
elsewhere.  If  we  died  with  Christ,  we  shall  also  live  2  Tim.  il 

11  12. 

with  Him  :  if  we  suffer  (endure),  we  shall  also  reign 
with  Him.  The  condition  of  our  future  union  with 
Christ  in  glory,  is,  our  being  united  with  Him  now  in 
patient  endurance. 
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Sermon        Then  he  proceeds  to  say  that  it  is  worth  our  while 
'. —  to  submit  cheerfully  to  this  condition.     For  I  reckon 

Verse  18.       ^        _         ^    ,  ^ 

that  the  sufferings  of  the  present  season  are  not  worthy 
in  {of)  comparison  with  the  glory  that  is  to  he  revealed 
{unveiled)  unto,  so  as  to  aflfect,  and  reach,  and  come 
upon,  us.  You  observe  how  he  speaks  of  the  pre- 
sent life ;  as  the  present  season,  the  seasoii  that  now  is. 
There  is  great  seriousness,  there  ought  to  be  great 
comfort,  in  the  expression.  We  are  apt  to  regard 
life  as  a  long,  undefined,  purposeless  expanse  of  time : 
St  Paul  calls  it  a  season  :  and  that  word  includes  in 
it  two  notions ;  a  Umit,  and  a  design.  A  season  means 
a  portion  cut  out  of  time,  by  One  who  sees  its  end  as 
well  as  its  beginning ;  and  it  means  also,  an  opportu- 
nity for  something,  something  to  be  done,  or  some- 
thing to  be  gained,  within  those  limits.  Such  is  life, 
to  our  race  as  a  whole,  and  to  each  one  of  us. 

Now,  then,  this  limited  and  designed  period  is  one 
which  contains  sufferings.  The  sufferings  of  this  pre- 
sent season.  If  we  live  long  enough,  we  shall  all  find 
it  so.  There  will  be  many  things  which  thwart  in- 
clination, which  try  feeling,  yes,  which  harass,  which 
distress,  which  afflict  us.  No  life  is  too  young  to  have 
.  had  some  indications  of  this  already.  The  sufferings 
of  childhood  are  small  when  viewed  from  maturity, 
but  never  are  sufferings  more  keen  than  when  they 
come  upon  inexperience. 
XV.      St.  Paul  had  great  experience  of  suffering.     /  die 


)^- 
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daily y  he  once  said  of  himself.     He  was  a  good  judge    Sermon 

therefore  of  one  side  at  least  of  the  case,  when  he 

instituted  the  comparison  presented  in  the  verse 
before  us.  He  had  entered,  he  tells  us,  into  a  sort  of 
calculation.  Was  it  worth  while  to  suflfer  as  he  did  ? 
to  suffer,  we  add,  as  all  persons  must  in  a  degree 
suffer  in  this  life ;  as  Christian  persons  must  expect 
to  suffer  in  an  especial  manner?  What  is  there  to  be 
set  against  these  sufferings  for  Christian  persons  ? 
There  is  a  glory,  he  says,  to  be  hereafter  revealed, 
and  which  is  to  come  even  to  them.  Glory :  what  is 
that  ?  It  is  a  vague  word  to  many  of  us.  But  this 
passage  may  serve  to  clear  it  up.  Glory  is  the  mani- 
festation of  excellence.  Applied  to  God,  as  in  the  phrase 
so  common  in  Scripture,  the  glory  of  Ood,  it  means, 
the  manifestation  of  what  God  is,  whether  in  power, 
or  wisdom,  or  goodness,  or  in  all  of  these  together. 
Applied  to  men,  to  Christian  men,  in  the  sense  here 
designed,  it  means,  the  manifestation  hereafter  of  what 
they  are,  not  in  themselves — for  that  could  only  be 
the  exhibition  of  weakness,  faultiness,  and  sinfulness — 
but  in  their  relation  to  God  as  His  children,  to  Christ 
as  His  redeemed,  to  the  Holy  Spirit  as  His  dwelling- 
places  and  His  temples.  This  manifestation  is,  as  the 
next  verse  tells,  the  glory  which  is  to  be  revealed. 

And  the  passage  would  not  be  fully  explained 
without  a  single  word  of  comment  upon  that  last  ex- 
pression, revealed.    It  is  properly,  uncovered.,  unveihd 

A  A 
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Sermon   The  glory  is  there  now,  there  abeady:    Christian 
people  are  already  children  of  God,  already  redeemed 


by  Christ,  already  inhabited  by  the  Holy  Spirit:  but 
there  is  a  veil  over  the  glory :  men  who  pass  by  them 
do  not  see,  are  not  aware  of  it :  the  world  judges  them 
often  contemptuously,  and,  even  if  it  could  perceive 
their  true  dignity,  their  direct  connection  with  God 
Himself,  would  scarcely  think  the  better  of  them.  But 
the  glory  which  akeady  exists  veiled,  will  hereafter 
be  uncovered,  unveiled,  revealed. 

These  brief  hints  must  suffice  as  an  introduction  of 
the  great  subject  before  us  to  your  view.  You  will 
remember  the  words  noticed,  and  their  meaning:  a 
seasoUf  the  season  that  now  is ;  sufferings ;  ghry ; 
revealed;  and  the  calculation;  sufferings  set  against^ 
weighed  against,  glory ;  and  St.  Paul's  imhesitating, 
triumphant,  estimate  of  the  preponderance  of  the 
latter  over  the  former. 

And  now  he  says  that,  however  indifferent  the 

world  may  be  on  the  subject,  this  future  revelation  of 

the   Christian's    glory    has   those  who    are  deeply 

interested  in  it. 

Verse  19,        For  the  earnest  eocpectaiion  of  the  creation  is  waiting 

for  the  revelation  {the  unveiling)  of  the  sons  of  God. 

This   is   the  imcovering    of  the    at  present  veiled 

glory  of  the  Christian,  of  which  I  have  already  spoken. 

A  very  remarkable  turn  is  here  given  to  the  subject 

Paul,  with  the  eye  at  once  of  a  poet  and  of  a 
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prophet,  discerns  in  the  present  scene  of  created  being    Sermon 
tokens  of  a  state  of  expectation.     The  creation  here  is '■ — 


a  word  of  large  import.  It  includes  even  the  irrational, 
perhaps  even  the  inanimate,  portions  of  God's  handy- 
work  on  earth.  The  whole  earth  in  its  present  state; 
the  world  of  nature ;  the  brute  creation,  as  well  as  the 
human  creation  above  and  the  material  creation 
below  it ;  all  indicate  a  condition  of  imperfection,  of 
suffering,  of  decay  ;  all  express,  unconsciously  where 
not  consciously,  a  sense  of  want,  of  deterioration,  of 
distress;  all  are,  oftentimes,  in  many  aspects,  not 
what  they  would  be,  not  what  they  were  as  they  came 
fresh  from  the  organizing  hand  of  God ;  all  denote,  to 
one  who  looks  on  with  the  sympathy  of  humanity, 
much  more  with  the  reflection  and  discernment  of  one 
taught  of  God,  a  position  very  far  removed  from  that 
which  once  they  occupied,  from  that  which  they  were 
designed  to  occupy,  from  that  which  they  yet  must 
occupy,  under  the  sway  of  One  as  infinitely  merciftil 
as  He  is  Omnipotent,  Omnipresent,  and  Eternal  St 
Paul  does  not  hesitate  to  say — and  we  know  also  that  i  Cor.  vii. 

40. 

he  had  the  Spirit  of  God — that  this  degenerate,  this 
suffering,  this  sin-contaminated  world,  expresses  by 
signs  not  to  be  mistaken  a  longing  and  a  yearning  for 
those  times  of  restitution  of  all  things,  those  times  of  Acts  ill  19, 
refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  which  shall 
accompany  the  fulfilment  of  the  mystery  of  God.  The  Rev.  x.  7. 
creation,  he  says,  is  watching  as  with  outstretched  "hjead. 

A  A  2 
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SiEPMOK    (such  is  the  force  of  the  original  language)  for  the 
'- —  future  unveiling  of  the  sons  of  Grod. 


Verse  20.  For  the  creation  was  avhjected  to  vanity.  There  is 
one  Book  in  the  Bible  which  forms,  almost  through- 
ont,  an  inspired  commentary  npon  this  expression. 
Tou  all  remember  the  opening  of  that  Book  to  which 

Eccle8.i2. 1  refer.  Vanity  cf  vanities^  saith  the  Preacher^  vanity 
of  vanities;  all  is  vanity.  And  you  know  well  the 
sort  of  topics  with  which  that  Book  abounds.  The 
vanity  of  which  it  complains  is  not  the  frivolity  of 
fashion,  not  the  conceit  of  self-complacency,  but 
rather  the  restlessness,  the  emptiness,  the  frailty,  the 
disappointment,  the  unsatisfactoriness,  the  nothing- 
ness, alike  of  natural  phenomena  and  of  human 
circumstance;  the  weariness  and  the  painfulness,  the 
waste  of  effort  and  nugatoriness  of  endeavour,  which 
belongs  alike  to  man,  and  to  nature  as  affected  by 
man;  the  ceaseless  round  of  labours  issuing  in  no 
result,  destitute  of  all  hope,  and  fruitless  of  all 
abiding  consequence.  Such  is  the  pregnant  meaning 
of  the  word  vanity^  as  here  borrowed  rather  than 
originated  by  St.  Paul.  Such  is  that  condition  to 
which  he  describes  the  creation,  in  all  its  parts, 
rational  and  irrational,  animate  and  inanimate,  as 
subjected,  not  willinglyy  not  by  any  choice  or  act  of 
its  own,  but  by  reason  of  Him  who  subjected  it;  that 
is,  owing  to  the  appointment  of  Him  who,  for  man's 
sin,   inflicted  that  judgment  of  subjugation   to   the 
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power  of  corruption  and  decay;  subjected  it,  towever,  Sermon 
not  finally  and  for  ever,  but  in  hope,  the  hope  of  an '- — 


eventual  restoration  and  reconstruction,  because  even  Vene  21. 
the  creation  itself,  not  man  only,  so  far  as  he  consents 
to  the  terms  of  the  Gospel,  but  the  inferior  creation 
also,  shall  be  liberated  from  the  slavery  of  corruption, 
of  suffering,  of  disease,  and  of  decay,  into  the  liberty 
of  [which  belongs  to)  the  glory,  the  manifested  per- 
fection, of  the  children  of  Ood.  The  fall  of  man 
involved  the  inferior  creation  also  in  some  of  its 
disastrous  consequences :  the  introduction  of  the  new  2Pet.iii.l3. 
heavens  and  new  earth,  wherein  dwelUth  righteous- 
ness, shall  bring  with  it  the  reversal  of  that  derived 
doom. 

For  we  know  that  all  the  creation  groaneth  together  Verae  22. 
and  is  in  travail  together  until  now  :  the  former  ex- 
pression denoting  simply  the  suffering,  the  latter  the  John  xvi. 

20—22 

liopeful  prospect  which  is  opened  to  that  suffering. 
And  not  only  so,  not  only  the  rest  of  God's  creatures,  Vene  28. 
but  even  ourselves,  though  we  have  the  firstfruits  of 
the  Spirit,  that  is,  the  firstfruits  of  our  inheritance, 
namely,  the  Holy  Spirit  dwelling  in  us  in  this  life, 
even  we  ourselves  groan  in  ourselves,  waiting  for  an 
adoption,  the  redemption  of  our  body. 

My  brethren,  the  whole  of  the  passage  which  I 
have  thus  brought  before  you  speaks  of  an  expecta- 
tion. The  earnest  expectation  of  the  creation.  Sub- 
jected the  same  in  hope.     We  ourselves  groan  within 
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Sbbmon    ourselves^  waiting  for  {expecting)  an  adoption.    The 

creation  is  expecting  z  Christ's  servants  are  expecting ; 

it  is  one  of  their  two  characteristics  as  elsewhere 
1  Thefls.  i.  given ;  they  have  turned  to  God,  to  serve  Him,  and 
to  wait  for  something,  for  some  One.  Are  there  any 
then  who  are  not  expecting,  who  are  waiting  for 
nothing?  Yes,  there  are:  there  are  many  who  have 
no  serious  expectation  at  all ;  certainly  none  of  the 
particular  event,  the  particular  change,  of  which  St. 
Paul  is  here  writing. 

The  creation  expects ;  even  the  irrational,  even  the 
brute  creation,  even  inanimate  nature  herself,  expects 
and  waits.  And  the  Church,  the  true  spiritual 
Church  of  Christ,  expects ;  yea,  groans  within  itself 
as  with  outstretched  head  it  watches  and  longs  for  an 
appearing.  But  the  careless  and  the  worldly  wait 
not,  expect  not.  They  famish  indeed  a  sign  to 
others :  the  things  which  happen  to  them,  their  eager 
covetings,  their  bitter  disappointments,  their  hopeless 
despairings,  their  faithless  suicides,  all  swell  the 
chorus  which  rises  from  a  sin-stained  earth,  telling 
the  oft-repeated  tale  of  a  subjugation  to  vanity  itself, 
yea,  echoing  that  dismal  world-wide  sound,  Vanity  of 
vanities ;  vanity  of  vanities ;  all  is  vanity.  But  they 
themselves,  though  their  history  may  all  go  to  inten- 
sify the  general  expectation,  yet  they  themselves 
expect  not.  They  stand  aloof,  as  it  were,  from 
the    two    bodies  of   expectants,  shamed   not  only 
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by  the  example  of  the  Christian  indeed.,  but  by  the    Sermon 

very  spectacle  of  the  beasts  that  perish  :  they  rise  not  , '. — 

to  the  redeemed  glory  of  the  one;  nay,  they  sink 
below  the  level  of  the  very  instincts  of  the  other. 

It  is  not  that  any  one  lives  and  expects  nothing. 
We  are  all  looking  forward;  none  more  so  than  the 
man  or  the  woman  whose  all  is  in  time.  We  are  all 
looking  forward,  with  but  too  much  confidence,  or  but 
too  much  eagerness,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  something, 
yes,  to  many  things,  in  prospect;  to  some  things 
which  may,  to  many  which  will  never,  come.  But 
the  great  question  is,  What  ?  What  are  we  expect- 
ing? Is  it  the  right  thing?  Is  it  the  true  thing? 
Is  it  the  thing  which  is  sure  to  come,  because  Grod 
has  foretold  it?  Is  it  the  great  thing?  Is  it  that 
consummation,  that  restitution,  that  rectification,  that 
revelation,  that  unveiling,  to  the  certainty  of  which. 
St.  Paul  here  bears  witness  ? 

It  becomes  us  all  to  look  well  into  this  matter.  It 
is  very  disgraceful  to  be  expecting  nothing  but  that 
which  is  bounded  by  the  limits,  and  involved  in  the 
chances,  of  tima  And  it  is  very  affronting  to  God 
to  take  no  pains  to  understand  the  particular  thing 
which  He  has  declared  to  be  His  will,  to  be  His 
purpose,  concerning  us.  Let  us  try,  let  us  pray,  to 
enter  into  it. 

The  creation  is  waiting  for  the  unveiling  of  the 
sons  of  God;  waiting  for  its  own  deliverance  irom  the 
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Sermon    bondage  of  corruption  into  that  liberty  which  belongs 
to,  and  which  is  to  accompany,  the  glory,  the  mani- 
fested perfection,  of  the  children  of  Grod.     This  is  all 
somewhat  mysterious.     It  seems  to  say  that  in  the 
renovated  earth,  purged  by  the  last  judgment  of  fire, 
there  shall  be  room    for    other  existences  besides 
redeemed  souls :  there  shall  be  a  face  of  nature  too, 
and  a  race  of  inferior  creatures  too,  and  a  life  of 
freedom  for  the  one  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  beauties 
and  the  bounties  of  the  other :  it  seems  to  say  this, 
and  it  is  a  very  bright  and  pleasant  picture  for  one 
who  has  suffered  in  this  life  with  the  sufferings  of 
irrational  animals,  and  wondered  by  what  inexpUcable 
links  their  destiny  can  have  been  fastened  to  the 
destiny  of  man.     But  these  things,  though  pleasant 
ideas,  and  scarcely  to  be  excluded  from  the  passage 
on  which  we  have  dwelt,  may  be  thought  to  savour 
more  of  poetry  than  of  religion.    Let  us  see  then — ^if 
this  be  what  irrational,  what  inanimate  nature  ex- 
pects— ^what  it  is  which  the  other  class  of  expectants 
is  looking  for;  that  class  which  is  directly  lighted  by 
knowledge  from  on  high,  and  whose  expectation  is 
distinctly  warranted  by  the  word  which  cannot  de- 
ceive. 

We,  we  who  have  in  this  life  the  presence  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  as  the  firstfruits  of  our  inheritance,  what 
are  we  waiting  for,  when  we  groan  within  ourselves 
in  the  agony  of  a  hope  long  deferred?    We  are 
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waiting  for  our  adoption.     Is  it  not  ours?    Are  we  Sbrmon 

...  XIX. 

not  already  sons  of  God?    Does  not  the  Spirit  within 


us  abeady  cry  to  God  as  our  Father?  Yes;  but  we  15. 
have  heard  already  that,  though  sons,  there  is  as  it 
were  a  veil  over  our  sonship;  though  adopted,  we  are 
not  yet  owned;  though  heirs,  we  are  not  yet  pos- 
sessors; and  the  world  and  the  devil  are  leagued 
together  to  make  it  out  that  we  never  shall  be.  What 
we  look  for  is  the  manifestation,  the  revelation,  the 
disclosure,  the  unveiling,  of  the  sons  of  God.  And 
that,  as  St.  Paul  here,  and  as  the  Scripture  elsewhere, 
teaches  us,  is  associated  in  God's  purposes  with  an- 
other event,  the  redemption  of  our  body. 

Already  are  we  adopted,  and  already  we  are  re- 
deemed. But  the  one  is  not  yet  individually  avowed; 
and  the  other  is  not  yet  in  every  part  completed. 
Christ's  work  and  suffering  has  indeed  perfected 
redemption:  it  has  secured  it  in  all  its  parts:  it  con- 
tained in  itself,  potentially,  its  final  fulfilment. 
Already  in  this  life  is  the  soul  of  the  Christian 
redeemed:  not  only  in  right  and  power,  but  in  act 
and  reality,  is  the  soul  set  free  to  know  and  to  serve 
God,  and  to  dedicate  to  Him  in  daily  service  that 
life  which  the  soul  regulates.  However  many  the 
deficiencies,  however  many  the  faults,  of  a  Christian, 
still,  if  he  be  earnestly  striving,  if  he  be  devoted  to 
his  Saviour,  they  touch  not  the  reality  of  his  redemp- 
tion, though  they  make  a  heavy  demand  upon  hinv 
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Sebmok  for  increased  energy  and  hnmility,  faith  and  self- 
abasement.     But  there  is  one  part  of  him  which  in 


this  life  is  wholly  unredeemed ;  his  body.  Not  that 
the  body  is  any  longer  allowed  to  indulge  its  sinful 
desires :  it  is  held  in  check  by  the  redeemed  soul :  it 
is  made  to  offer  a  living  sacrifice  of  active  obedience. 
But  there  it  still  is;  kept  under,  brought  into  sub- 
jection,  regulated,  mortified;  yet  withal  a  material^  a 
1  Cor.  XT.  fleshly,  a  corruptible,  a  dying  thing,  and  flesh  and 

50, 

blood  cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of  Grod.  That  body 
which  has  been  carrying  about  with  it  for  years  the 
seeds  of  disease  and  of  decay;  that  machine  which  is 
wound  up  for  its  appointed  time,  but  which  is  ever 
gradually  wearing  out,  till  at  last  it  ceases  to  move, 
and  refuses  to  execute  the  mandate  of  the  directing 
will;  must  first  perish  before  it  can  put  on  immor- 
1  Cor.  XT.  tality;   must  first,  with  the  exception  of  that  one 

61  52 

'  '  generation  which  shall  be  alive  upon  earth  when 
Christ  comes  in  glory,  be  laid  in  the  dust  to  undergo 
the  process  of  dissolution  and  corruption,  before  it 
can  be  changed  into  that  spiritual  body,  independent 
of  the  wants  and  incapable  of  the  accidents  of  the 
life  that  now  is,  which  alone  can  enter  into  the  king- 
dom of  God,  or  be  at  once  the  temple  and  the  in- 
strument of  the  redeemed  soul  through  the  ages  of  an 
eternal  life. 

St.  Paul  thought  much,  spoke  much,  and  wrote 
much,  of  this  redemption  of  the  body,  which  is  resur- 
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rection.    He  had  suffered  much  in  the  body,  through    Sermon 

XIX. 

the  body,  and  from  the  body,  and  he  longed  to  lay '— 


aside  this  daily  drag  and  burden.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  was  a  man  of  great  and  determined  energy 
in  God's  service.  He  did  not  wish  to  cease  from 
activity.  He  knew  that  a  soul  is  but  half  a  man ; 
well  qualified  for  the  repose  of  the  intermediate 
paradise,  but  incapable  of  the  resumed  work  for  God 
which  is  to  be  the  glory  (though  we  know  not  its 
nature)  of  the  reconstructed  man  in  heaven.  There- 
fore he  desired,  as  he  says,  not  to  be  unclothed,  but  2  Cor.  v.  4. 
rather  to  be  clothed  upon ;  not  to  be  divested  finally 
of  his  bodily  frame,  but  rather  to  have  it  so  trans- 
formed and  so  remodelled  as  that  it  should  possess  at 
once  a  spiritual  freedom  and  an  unwearied  strength. 
This  was  St.  Paul's  conception  of  heaven,  and  of  this 
the  resurrection  of  the  body  was  an  indispensable 
condition. 

We,  my  brethren,  have  too  much  lost  this  hope  of  Actsxxiij.e. 
Israel;  this  special  expectation  of  the  resurrection 
of  the  dead.  Therefore  it  is  that  we  confuse  the 
departure  with  the  glory;  make  no  distinction  between 
the  paradise  of  the  soul  and  the  heaven  of  the  man; 
and  scarcely  enter  into  the  vital  importance  of  the 
promise,  that  the  same  Jesus  who  w^as  seen  to  ascend  Acts  i.  ii. 
shall  be  seen  in  like  manner  coming  again  to  the 
earth. 

And  yet  we  need  the  doctrine,  every  day,  of  the 
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Sermon   resurrection  of  the  body.    We  need  it  for  hope;  we 

XIX. 

'■ —  need  it  for  encouragement ;  we  need  it,  most  of  all, 


for  warning  and  for  exhortation.  If  these  bodies  are 
thus  honourable ;  if  death  itself  shall  only  temporarily 
divide  us  and  them ;  if  the  hope  of  the  Christian  is 
the  resumption  of  the  body,  transfigured  indeed  and 
spiritualized,  but  still  a  body,  and  still  the  same 
body ;  O  how  careful  should  we  be  to  keep  them  in 
this  life  in  all  honour!  how  earnestly  should  we 
remember  the  solemn  words  of  the  same  Apostle  of 
1  Cor.  vi.   the  resurrection,  Know  ye  not  that  your  body  is  the 

19  20.  •        •      •  .  ' 

temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost  which  is  in  you,  which  ye 
have  of  God;  and  ye  are  not  your  own,  for  ye  are 
bought  with  a  price:  therefore  glorify  God  in  your 
body,  and  in  your  spirit,  which  are  God's  ! 


SERMON  XX. 
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EPISTLE  FOR  THE  FIFTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  TRINITY. 

1  P£TEB  m.  8—15. 

8  Be  ye  aU  harmonums,  sympathizing^  brotherly,  tender , 

9  humble;  not  repaying  evil  for  evil,  or  railing  for  railing, 
but  on  the  contrary  blessing;  because  unto   this  were  ye 

10  called,  that  ye  might  inherit  a  blessing.     For  he  tliat  would 
love  life  and  see  good  days,  let  him  stop  his  tongue  from  evil, 

11  and  his  lips  that  they  speak  not  guile ;  and  let  him  turn 
away  from  evil  and  do  good,  let  him  seek  peace  and  pursue 

12  it;  for  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  are  upon  righteous  men,  and 
His  ears  unto  their  prayer  ;  but  the  face  of  the  Lord  is  upon 

13  m.en  doing  evil  things.     And  who  is  there  that  will  harm 

14  you,  if  ye  prove  imitators  of  the  good  ?  But  if  ye  should  even 
stiffer  because  of  righteousness,  blessed  are  ye.  And  their  fear 

15  fear  not,  nor  be  troubled;  hU  sanctify  Christ  as  the  Lord  in 
your  hearts. 
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1  Peteb  III.  15. 
Sanctify  the  Lord  Ood  m  your  hearts* 


St.  Peter's  first  Epistle  has  ever  been  a  favourite  Sermon 

XX. 

book  of  Scripture  with  all  Christian  people.  It  affords 


a  beautiful  example  of  the  inseparable  union^  in 
true  religion,  of  feeling  and  conduct,  of  doctrine  and 
practice.  Nowhere  do  we  find  a  more  touching 
outburst  of  Christian  trust  and  love^  than  in  the 
opening  of  this  letter.  Blessed  he  the  God  and  i  Pet.  i.  3, 
Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christy  who  according  to 
His  abundant  mercy  begat  us  again  unto  a  living  hope 
hy  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ  from  the  dead .... 
whom  not  having  seen  ye  love  ;  in  whom^  though  now 
ye  see  Him  not,  yet  believing^  ye  rejoice  with  a  joy 
unspeakable  and  full  of  glory.  And  then  how  im- 
mediate is  the  practical  inference!  Wherefore  gird 
up  the  loins  of  your  mind,  be  sober ^  and  hope  to  the 
end  for  the  gra,ce  that  is  to  be  brought  unto  you  at  the 
revelation  of  Jesus  Christ ;  as  obedient  children^  not 
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SsBMOH  fashioning  yourselves  according  to  the  desires  which 

tcere  before  in  your  ignorance;  but  after  {the  likeness 

of)  the  Holy  One  who  called  youj  be  ye  yourselves  also 
holy  in  every  part  of  your  behaviour;  because  it  is 
written^  Ye  shall  be  holy,  because  I  am  holy. 

By  degrees  the  Apostle  passes  on  into  separate  par- 
ticulars of  duty,  into  which  we  mnst  not  now  attempt 
to  follow  him.  But  in  the  eighth  verse  of  the  chapter 
now  before  us,  the  commencement  of  this  daj^s 
Epistle,  he  turns  from  special  addresses  to  give  this 
general  charge,  in  close  connection  with  which  the 
text  will  be  found  to  stand. 
Vene  8.  Finally^  be  ye  aU  harmonious^  sympathizing,  bro- 

Vene  9.  therly,  tender,  humble;  not  giving  back  evil  in  exchange 
for  evil,  or  railing  for  railing;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
blessing;  because  unto  this  were  ye  called^  that  ye  might 
inherit  a  blessing.  If  your  hope,  as  Christians,  is,  to 
enter  into  the  happiness  of  God's  blessing ;  of  having 
good  words  spoken  of  you  (for  that  is  the  meaning  of 
the  original  expression),  words  of  forgiveness,  comfort, 
and  grace,  by  Him  whose  blessing  is  life ;  take  heed 
that  you  be  not  guilty  of  the  inconsistency  of  those 
who  show  a  harsh  and  resentful  spirit  towards  men, 
while  they  expect  a  merciful  treatment  from  Him 
against  whom  they  have  sinned. 

And  then  the  Apostle  illustrates  and  enforces  his 

charge  by  a  quotation  from  the  thirty-fourth  Psalm. 

Verse  10.     Pgy  Ji^  that  would  love  life,  he,  that  is,  who  would 

Pa  xxxiv. 
12. 
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fain  enjoy  life,  and  see  good  days,  days  of  tranquillity    Skrmon 

XX. 

and  happiness,  let  him  stop  his  tongue  from  evil,  and  his '- — 


lips  that  they  speah  not  guile.     These  things  have  a 
direct  tendency  to  embitter  life  ;  not  for  others  only, 
against  whom  our  lips  may  utter  words  of  unkindness 
or  injustice,  but,  by  a  righteous  reaction,  for  ourselves 
also.     They  hare,  besides,  the   displeasure  of  God 
upon  them,  and,  where  God's  blessing  is  not,  there 
is  not  and  cannot  be  happiness.     Let  him  shun  evil,  Veru  il. 
and  do  good;  let  him  seek  peace,  and  pursue  it,  as  an 
object  of  the  greatest  value ;  if  peace  does  not  come  to 
him,   let  him  go   in   quest   of  it ;   if  it    seems   to 
be  escaping  from  him,  let  him  pursue  till  he  overtakes 
it  and  brings  it  back.     These  are  amongst  the  most 
elementary  of  all  rules  of  life  :  but  do  they  not  embrace 
also  all  that  really  makes  life  good  and  sound  and 
happy  ?    And  then  a  motive  is  added,  from  the  same 
passage  of  the  Old  Testament.  For  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  Verse  12. 
are  upon  righteous  men,  and  His  ears  [are)  unto,  that 
is,  are  open  to,  their  prayer;  but  thefa>ce  of  the  Lord 
is  upon  evildoers.     The  word  is  the  same  in  either 
case ;  upon  righteous  men,  upon  evildoers :  the  sense 
supplies  the  difference  :  in  the  one  case  it  is  with  ap- 
proval, in  the  other  it  is  with  displeasure.     In  the 
Psalm  itself,  a  clause  is  added  :   The  face  of  the  Lord  Psalm 

xxxiv.  16. 
is  against  them  that  do  evil,  to  cut  off  the  remembrance 

of  them  from  the  earth. 

There  the  quotation  ends :  then  St.  Peter  goes  on 
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Sermon    to  ask,  And  who  is  he  that  will  harm  you,  if  ye  he 
XX. 

(fiecome,  or  prove  yourselves)  imitators  of  the  good; 


whether  of  that  which  is  goody  or  of  Him  who  is  goodj 
does  not  appear  from  the  word  employed.     To  do 
good  has  a  direct  tendency  to  preserve  from  wrong. 
One  who  consistently  follows  the  example  of  Him 
Psalm        who  is  good  and  doeth  goody  will,  as  a  general  rule, 
Verse  U.     provoke  no  hostility.     But  if  ye  even  should  suffer  for 
righteousness'  sake,  happy  are  ye.     In  a  Christian  esti- 
mate, to  suffer  for  welldoing  is  to  be  like  Christ :  it  is  a 
PhU.  I  28.  token  of  His  approval,  and  a  pledge  of  salvation.     To 
2  Thess.  i.  you  of  salvation,  and  that  of  God.     To  you  who  are 
troubled  rest  with  vs. 

And  fear  not  their  terror ;  be  not  afraid  of  the  in- 
timidation of  your  enemies ;  nor  be  troubled.  The 
laai.Tiii.i2.  quotation  is  now  from  the  prophet  Isaiah.  But  sanc- 
tify the  Lord  God  in  your  hearts.  The  passage  in 
Isaiah  adds,  in  further  elucidation  of  the  sense,  And 
let  Him  he  your  fear,  and  let  Him  he  your  dread;  and 
He  shall  he  for  a  sanctuary.  Do  not  fear  your  earthly 
enemies,  but  fear  God  :  sanctify  Him  in  your  hearts, 
and  you  shall  find  Him  your  sanctuary. 

These  are  the  words  which  I  propose  for  your 
especial  consideration  this  morning.  May  Grod  by 
His  Holy  Spirit  unfold  them  to  us  in  their  wisdom,  in 
their  comfort,  and  in  their  strength ! 

I  may  mention  that  another  and  possibly  a  truer 
reading  here  gives  us  as  St.  Peter's  form  of  the  quo* 
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tation,  But  sanctify  the  Lord  Christy  or  rather,  Christ    Sermok 
as  the  Lordy  in  your  hearts.     It  is  only  another  proof, '■ — 


were  it  needed,  of  the  place  which  Christ  occupied  in 
the  faith  and  the  reverence  of  His  first  disciples.  His 
name  might  be  substituted  at  will  for  that  of  God 
Himself  in  any  passage  of  the  inspired  Scriptures 
of  the  Old  Testament. 

Sanctify y  then,  God^  or  Christy  or  (to  combine  the 
two  readings)  Ood  in  Christ,  as  the  Lord,  in  your 
hearts.  God  in  Christ  is  to  be  the  sanctuary  of  His 
people. 

I  will  say  a  few  words  on  two  parts  of  this  subject. 
First  of  the  consecration,  and  secondly  of  the  use,  of 
this  sanctuary.  A  more  instructive  or  a  more  delight- 
ful meditation  could  scarcely  be  proposed  to  us. 

1.  Elsewhere  we  are  ourselves  called  temples. 
Know  ye  not,  St.  Paul  says  to  the  Corinthians,  that  i  Cor.  vL 
your  body  is  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost  which  is  in 
youy  which  ye  have  of  God*  But  the  metaphors  of 
Scripture  are  not  to  be  tied  down  to  one  application. 
We  are  temples,  or  sanctuaries,  of  God,  because  of  His 
Holy  and  Divine  Spirit  dwelling  in  us.  But  here  we 
read  of  a  temple  within  a  temple.  In  that  sanctuary 
which,  in  one  point  of  view,  we  ourselves  are,  there  is 
yet  an  inner  shrine.  Within  the  tabernacle  itself  there 
is  a  veil,  and  beyond  that  mysterious  veil  there  is  a 
Holy  of  Holies,  a  most  holy  place. 

The  text  tells  of  the  consecration    of  this   inner 
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Sebmok    temple.     Scmcttfy,  St.  Peter  says,  that  is,  consecrate^ 

L_  God  in  Christ  as  the  Lord  in  your  hearts. 

We  have  all  of  us,  I  dare  say,  witnessed  the  conse- 
cration of  a  Church.  We  have  seen  the  fabric  gi'owing 
from  its  foundation.    We  have  seen  the  first  stone 
laid  with  much  ceremony,  amidst  many  hopes  and  with 
many  prayers.     We  have  passed  the  place  daily,  or 
visited  it  from  time  to  time,  in  the  interval  between 
that  laying  of  the  first  stone,  which  was  the  dedication 
of  the  ground,  and  that  solemn  act  of  inauguration 
which  was  the  consecration  of  the  finished  building. 
We  have  seen  the  walls  rise,  the  arches  gradually 
spring  upwards,  the  roof  framed  and  at  last  covered, 
the  windows  carefully  shaped  and  then  filled  per- 
haps with  bright  colours.     All  this  time  the  workmen 
busied  themselves  within,  as  they  might  have  done 
in  the  construction  of  a  common  dwelling.     No  one 
thought  it  irreverent  to  enter  with  his  head  covered  : 
the  time  for  such  scruples  was  not  j^i.     At  last  the 
day  of  consecration  arrived.     A  religious  service,  of 
unusual  ceremony  and  devotion,  set  apart  the  building 
for  ever  to  the  sole  use  of  God's  worshippers,  and 
invoked  the  perpetual  blessing  of  God  Himself  upon 
all  who  should  there  assemble  in  that  character   to 
the  very  end  of  time. 

This  illustration,  far  as  it  sinks  below  the  glory  of 
that  which  is  here  spoken  of,  may  yet  help  us  to  enter 
into  the  meaning  of  the  first  part  of  St.  Peter's  charge. 
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Consecrate  the  Lord  In  your  hearts.     Consecrate  that    sebmou 

XX 

inmost  slirine  of  all,  which  is  the  very  presence-cham- ! 

ber  of  God  Himself  in  each  living  man. 

Many  of  us  have  as  yet  no  sacred  place  within. 
Their  heart  is  not  yet,  in  any  part  of  it,  shut  off  from 
all  profane  and  common  uses,  and  dedicated  to  a 
special  worship  and  service.  Every  part  is  open.  The 
world  may  come  in.  The  flesh,  with  its  affections 
and  lusts,  may  come  in.  The  devil,  with  his  thousand 
malignities  against  God  and  man,  may  come  in  and 
go  out  at  his  pleasure.  There  has  been  no  consecra- 
tion service  yet  The  heart  is  empty  of  any  Divine 
presence :  all  is  common,  all  is  (in  the  most  correct 
sense  of  the  term)  profane :  no  Deity  yet  owns  it,  to 
the  exclusion  of  that  which  is  alien  to  God  or  hostile. 

And  with  many  of  us  the  sacred  place  within  is 
wrongly  tenanted.  We  have  set  up  an  idol,  or 
many  idols,  in  our  hearts.  One  greater  idol,  self — 
and  many  lesser  idols,  of  ambition,  of  covetousness, 
of  worldliness,  of  passion,  of  lawful  affection  exag- 
gerated, or  of  unlawful  affection  indulged — ^these 
things  have  entered  in,  and  occupied  the  most  holy 
place  with  another  than  the  Most  Holy  One ;  so 
that,  in  reality,  if  not  empty,  it  is  even  worse  than 
empty ;  God  is  not  there :  His  temple  has  either 
never  been  consecrated,  or  it  has  been  subsequently 
defiled. 

To  these  two  classes  of  persons — and  does  not  the 
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Sbbmow    present    congregation    contain    examples    of    each? 
St.   Peter    here    says,   Consecrate  God,   consecrate 


Christ,  in  your  hearts.  And  what  then  is  the  par- 
ticular thing,  the  particular  act,  denoted  by  this 
expression  ?  I  think  we  may  briefly  describe  it  as 
the  inviting  of  God  in  Christ  to  come  and  dwell  in 
John  xiv.  us.  According  to  our  Lord's  own  saying,  We  will 
come  unto  Htm,  and  make  our  abode  with  Him, 

I  can  scarcely  say  anything  new  upon  this  all- 
important  topic.  But,  though  not  new,  what  we 
say  may  by  God's  blessing  be  a  word  of  truth. 
We  have  used  a  human  comparison ;  that  of  the 
building  of  a  Church,  and  its  gradual  preparation 
for  the  day  of  consecration.  I  am  sure  we  all  feel, 
instinctively  I  may  almost  say,  that  we  are  so  made, 
in  mind  and  soul,  as  to  have  great  capacities  for 
receiving  God  into  us.  All  the  various  departments 
of  our  inner  being,  like  the  aisles  of  one  of  our  great 
cathedrals,  point  towards,  and  lead  up  to,  one  solemn 
and  sacred  end :  they  are  not  separate  and  isolated, 
they  are  not  self-contained  and  self-completed,  they 
are  but  parts  of  a  whole,  they  have  an  ulterior  pros- 
pect and  a  designed  connection,  they  tend  towards 
something,  and  they  can  be  satisfied  with  nothing 
else.  I  am  only  expressing  the  universal  feeling, 
when  I  say  that  neither  intellect  by  itself,  nor  power 
by  itself,  nor  wealth  by  itself,  no,  nor  affection  by 
itself,  can  at  all  still  the  tumult  or  fill  the  void  of 
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our  nature :  we  want  rest ;  we  wanted  it  before,  we    Sermon 

XX. 

want  it  still;  and  we  find  that  it  is  one  kind  of ! — 

rest,  and  only  one,  which  we  yearn  after  or  can 
accept;  we  want  something  to  lean  upon  which  is 
all-supporting,  we  want  something  to  grasp  which 
is  unchanging,  we  want  something,  nay,  we  want 
some  One,  to  reverence,  who  is  absolutely  perfect, 
we  want  something,  nay,  we  want  some  One,  to  Iot^, 
who  is  altogether  lovely.  And  until  ifre  have  found 
this,  until  we  have  grasped  this,  until  we  have  access 
to  and  communion  with  and  incorporation  in  this 
— this  thing,  this  Peraon — we  must  hunger  and  thirst, 
we  must  pine  and  sicken  and  at  last  die ;  nature  cries 
out  for  it,  because  He,  the  God  of  nature,  first  made 
us  and  formed  us  for  Himself. 

Now  therefore  let  him  who  has  not  yet  found  this 
find  it  now.  The  Church  is  erected :  its  walls  have 
risen  to  their  full  height,  its  pillars  and  arches  are 
stately,  its  aisles  duly  guide  eastward,  its  pavement 
is  smooth  and  bright,  its  windows  are  tinted  with 
storied  colour :  all  is  spacious,  all  is  beautiful :  the 
workmen  have  withdrawn,  the  work  is  accomplished : 
but  to  what  purpose  ?  here  is  a  Church  closed  against 
the  worshipper,  and  here  is  a  Church  actually  dese- 
crated to  some  other,  some  common,  use:  here  (to 
drop  the  figure)  is  a  man  without  religion,  living 
altogether  without  God  in  the  world;  and  here  is 
a  man  making  idols  for  himself  of  the  creature; 
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Skrmoij   worshipping  self,  the  meanest  of  deities,  or  worship- 

L_  ping   the   world,   the  most  variable  and  the   most 

cruel :  my  brethren,  these  things  ought  not  so  to  be. 
Arise,  while  yet  you  may,  and  consecrate  your 
temple !  Arise,  call  upon  God,  who  is  even  now 
nearer  to  you  than  the  very  soul  within:  tell  Him 
your  need,  tell  Him  your  disappointment,  tell  Him 
your  sense  of  vanity  and  emptiness  and  nothingness, 
and  invite  Him  to  be  your  God :  invite  Him  into  the 
empty  or  else  the  desecrated  temple,  yea,  consecrate 
the  Lord  God  in  your  heart  I 

I  am  persuaded,  my  brethren,  there  is  more  in 
these  inward  acts  of  religion  than  we  often  dream 
of.  In  pressing  upon  you  this  special,  this  solemn 
consecration,  I  urge  a  very  real  thing,  and  one  with- 
out which  the  second  charge  to  be  addressed  to  you 
can  scarcely  find  place.  Enter  into  a  very  close 
questioning  with  your  own  hearts,  secretly  in  your 
chamber,  this  day ;  and,  if  you  perceive  that  God 
in  Christ  is  not  yet  known  to  you  personally  as  your 
very  present  help,  as  your  Father  and  Saviour  and 
Comforter,  do  not  despise  the  counsel  which  bids 
you  solemnly  and  earnestly  invite  Him  to  become 
so,  invite  Him  into  the  heart  which  is  empty  of 
Him,  invite  Him  into  the  heart  which  He  has  pre- 
pared for  Himself,  and  which  without  His  presence 
must  be  a  wilderness  or  worse  for  ever.  It  is  out 
of  these  deliberate  acts  of  self-dedication,  or  (which 
i 
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is  the  same  thing)  of  Divine  consecration,  that  the    Sbrhon 
new  life  has  sprung  in  many  of  those  whom  the  ' 

Church  of  Christ  now  looks  back  upon  as  its  chief 
examples  and  guides.  They  have  been  in  all  ages 
the  very  starting-points  of  Christian  lives ;  the  land- 
marks, and  the  resting-places,  and  the  occasional  repa- 
rations, of  such  Hves,  in  their  onward  course.  So 
may  it  be  with  you  I  God  waits  but  for  the  turning 
of  the  heart :  He  listens  ever  to  the  cry  of  that  heart 
which  asks  Him  to  become  its  sanctuary. 

2.  And  now  let  me  briefly  speak  of  the  conse- 
quence of  this  act  of  consecration.  Sanctify,  con- 
secrate, God  in  Christ,  in  your  heart,  as  its  shrine, 
its  most  holy  place :  that  is  the  first  point.  And  He 
shall  bejbr  a  sanctuary  :  that  is  the  second. 

He  shall  be  for  a  sanctuary.  The  words  sound 
sweet  and  encouraging.  To  have  God  for  our  sanc- 
tuary seems  as  if  it  must  be  a  comfort  and  a  privilege; 
Let  us  draw  out  its  meaning  in  two  very  simple 
particulars.  A  sanctuary  is,  first,  a  place  of  worship : 
and  a  sanctuary  is,  secondly,  a  place  of  refuge. 

i.  A  place  of  worship.  God  in  the  heart  is  the 
Christian's  place  of  worship.  Some  persons  are  super- 
stitious in  their  notions  of  the  sanctity  of  place. 
They  think  their  prayers  are  more  acceptable  to  God 
in  a  church  than  in  a  room.  And  of  course  in  one 
sense  they  are  so :  that  is,  a  person  who  despises 
the  worship  of  God  in  the  congregation  is  guilty  of 
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Sbrmon  a  great  sin,  and  can  scarcely  be  expected  to  wor- 

'. —  ship  acceptably  anywhere.    And  we  know  also  that 

an  especial  blessing  is  promised  to  prayers  oflFered 
where  even  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in 
the  name  of  Christ.  It  is  not  of  these  things  that 
we  speak  as  superstitious.  We  are  thinking  now  of 
a  different  matter.  And  we  would  notice,  as  St 
Peter  teaches  us,  that  there  is  always  a  fear  of  our 
having  no  place  of  real  worship,  no  sanctuary  which 
is  God  Himself,  in  our  own  hearts.  Many,  we  fear, 
worship,  at  the  very  best,  as  it  were  in  an  uncon- 
secrated  or  else  a  desecrated  place  within.  Many 
worship,  whether  in  their  private  or  in  their  public 
prayers,  as  it  were  out  of  doors,  in  a  place  which  is 
not  particularly  God's,  a  place  not  set  apart  for  Him 
in  their  hearts  by  an  act  of  consecration,  a  place  which 
is  open  to  any  profane  use,  or  else  actually  tenanted 
by  an  idol  deity. 

It  is  diflScult,  perhaps,  to  give  full  expression  to 
the  idea  contemplated.  In  prayer  we  ought  to  be 
able  to  feel  ourselves  in  God's  very  presence.  He 
must  have  a  place  in  our  hearts,  before  we  can  find 
Him  there.  And  then,  having  invited  Him  into  our 
hearts  by  an  act  before  described  as  one  of  conae- 
cration,  we  must  ever  be  meeting  Him  there,  going 
to  Him  there,  speaking  to  Him  there,  as  a  Person  not 
at  a  distance,  not  with  a  gulf  fixed  between  us  and 
Him,  not  doubtfully  or  precariously  or  accidentally 
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present,  but  known  and  felt  and  often  before  found  to    Sermon 

.  XX. 

be  abiding  with  us,  to  whom,  whenever  we  will,  we '- — 

may  turn  as  in  a  moment,  and  be  quite  sure  to  have 
access  by  an  immediate,  a  direct  communication.  This 
is  one  of  the  uses  of  that  sanctuary  which  St.  Peter 
bids  us  to  consecrate.  It  is  a  place  of  worship  for  us 
within  the  heart.  Those  of  us  who  have  known  the 
dreariness  of  that  state  in  which  the  prayer  of  each 
day  is  offered  in  hesitation,  at  a  venture,  as  if  to 
some  one  in  another  place  or  another  country,  some 
one  who  might  perhaps,  but  only  perhaps,  be  within 
hearing  or  inclined  to  hear;  a  state  in  which  each 
particular  prayer  begins  and  ends  with  itself,  as  a 
separate  act  of  duty,  a  separate  and  too  often  a  reluc- 
tant exertion  of  will ;  can  appreciate,  at  least  by 
contrast,  the  happiness  of  him  who  has  God  for  his 
sanctuary  within,  who  carries  about  therefore  with 
him  the  very  shrine  of  his  worship,  and  has  only  to 
enter  it,  on  each  particular  occasion,  as  a  familiar 
place,  to  which  he  has  always  a  ready  access,  and  in 
which  he  is  ever  certain  alike  of  a  ready  welcome  and 
of  a  gracious  answer.  Let  us  claim  this  privilege,  each 
one  of  us ;  and  be  well  assured  that  of  God's  free 
grace  it  will  in  due  time  be  granted  to  all  who  ask  it. 
ii.  He  shall  be  to  you  for  a  sanctuary.  We  have 
spoken  of  the  sanctuary  within  as  a  place  of  worship  : 
we  have  still  to  speak  of  it  as  a  place  of  refuge.  It  is 
probably  in  this  latter  sense  that  the  prophet  Isaiah 
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Sermon   in  the  passage  quoted,  and  the  Apostle  Peter  in  the 
'. —  verse  read  as  the  text,  especially  used  the  expression. 


A  sanctuary  is  an  asylum.   Such  was  the  use  made  of 

the  temple  of  old,  when,  to  take  one  familiar  example, 

1  Kings  i.   Adonijdh  feared  because  of  Solomon,  and  arose^  and 

50. 

went,  and  caught  hold  on  the  horns  of  the  altar.  Such 
was  the  promise  made  to  the  rebellious  nation  in  the 
days  of  its  distress  and  captivity,  when,  as  was  said 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  by  the  Prophet  Ezekiel, 
Ezek.  xi     Although  I  have  cast  them  far  ojf  among  the  heathen, 

lo. 

and  although  I  have  scattered  them  amxmg  the  countries, 
yet  will  I  he  to  them  as  a  little  sanctuary  in  the  countries 
where  they  shall  cotne.  A  sanctuary  is  a  place  of  refuge. 

Be  not  afraid  of  their  terror,  neither  be  troubled ; 
hut  sanctify  the  Lord  Ood  in  your  hearts  ,  .  .  And  He 
shall  be  for  a  sanctuary. 

Is  any  one  here  present  suffering,  in  any  sense, 
for  righteousness'  sake  ?  made  to  feel  himself  or  her- 
self the  object  of  reproach,  or  of  suspicion,  or  of 
coldness  and  indifference,  because  of  a  deeper  sense 
than  that  which  others  possess  of  the  importance  of 
eternal  things  ?  More  than  this  we  can  scarcely  have 
to  dread  in  these  days:  but  even  this  little  is  not  little. 
Matt.  X.  36.  A  man's  foes  may  be  those  of  his  own  household, 
without  one  act  of  open  violence  or  of  direct  persecu- 
tion. Perhaps  the  art  of  opposition  to  Christ's  cause 
in  the  world  was  never  better  understood  than  it  is 
now.     Softer  times  have  introduced  softer  weapons : 
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the  sneer,  the  hint,  the  scarcely  breathed  insinuation    Sermon 

of  a  wilful  or  a  self-righteous  singularity,  not  to  men- L_ 

tion  the  more  flattering  devices  by  which  it  is  sought 
to  draw  the  Christian  into  an  acquiescence  with  the 
world,  answer  the  purpose  far  more  eflectively  than  a 
rudeness  which  would  disgust,  or  a  severity  which 
must  alienate.  The  real  offence  of  the  cross  has  not  Gal.  v.  2. 
yet  ceased,  nor  will  it  cease  in  this  life  ever.  Most 
important  is  it,  for  all  who  would  be  Christians  indeed, 
that  they  be  raised  above  the  fear  of  man  by  a  deeper 
and  a  more  impressive  fear  within.  And  yet,  next  to  the 
importance  of  being  independent  of  the  fear  of  man, 
stands  the  importance  of  being  so  in  a  right  spirit. 
Much  harm  has  been  done  to  the  cause  of  Christ's 
Gospel  by  an  unchristian  Christianity;  by  a  re- 
gard to  His  service  not  shown  in  His  spirit ;  by  a 
perverseness,  or  by  a  self-will,  or  by  an  irritation,  or 
by  a  harshness,  most  alien,  in  each  instance,  alike  to 
His  teaching  and  to  His  example.  Now  the  secret  of 
boldness,  and  the  secret  of  charity,  both  lie  in  the 
charge  before  us.  Have  the  Lord  for  your  sanctuary. 
When  man  would  make  you  afraid,  enter  your  asy- 
lum. The  name  of  the  Lord  is  a  strong  tower :  the  ProT.  xviiL 
righteous  runneth  into  it,  and  is  safe.  Come,  my  people,  isai.  xxvi. 
enter  thou  into  thy  chamber,  the  secret  place  of  thy  heart 
where  God  is  enshrined,  and  shut  thy  doors  about  thee  : 
hide  thyself  as  it  were  for  a  little  moment,  until  the  in- 
dignation he  overpast.     Then  wilt  thou  come  forth  ^ 
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Sermon    having  learned  the  twofold  lesson,  of  courage  and  of 
'- —  charity,  of  independence  and  of  Divine  love. 


And  is  any  one  here  present  suffering,  not  from  op- 
position, but  from  anxiety  ?  Is  the  care  of  life  heavy 
upon  you?  Is  anxiety,  for  the  wellbeing,  in  soul 
or  in  body  or  in  circumstance,  of  another,  or  for  your 
own,  weighing  down  the  spirits,  and  tracing  the  lines 

Psalm  It.  of  care  upon  your  countenance  ?  O  cast  thy  burden 
upon  the  Lord,  be  it  what  it  may,  and  He  shall  sustain 

1  Pet.  V.  7.  even  because  He  careth  for  thee.  Let  Him  be  thy 
sanctuary:  run  into  it,  into  the  shrine  where  He 
dwells  within,  and  be  safe,  be  strong  I 

Or  is  it  sin  that  makes  you  afraid  ?  sin  past,  bur- 
dening the  conscience ;  or  sin  in  prospect,  weakening 
the  energies  by  which  it  should  be  met  and  conquered  ? 
Is  temptation  powerful,  and  faith  weak,  and  hope  dead 
within  ?  Is  the  enemy  whispering,  It  is  in  vain  :  I 
am  stronger  than  thou^ — evil,  in  thy  case  at  least, 
more  powerftil  than  good  ?  Brother,  sister,  remember 
what  the  Apostle  says  here,  Consecrate  the  Lord  in 

Psalm  Ivi.  your  heart,  and  let  Him  be  your  sanctuary.  What 
time  I  am  afraid,  I  will  trust  in  Thee,  To  the  horns 
of  the  altar,  to  the  place  of  the  one  sacrifice  once 
offered,  yea,  to  the  mysterious  mercy-seat  where  He, 
the  God  of  grace,  dwells  within  the  veil,  thither  flee : 
thither  can  neither  the  accuser  nor  the  tempter  follow 
thee :  abide  there,  and  thou  art  free  from  condemna- 
tion :  abide  there,  and  thou  art  free  from  sin.     And 
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that  place,  that  safe  place,  that  blessed,  that  peaceful   Sbbmon 

place,  is  within  thee :  thou  leavest  it  not  when  thou 

comest  forth:  it  is  within  thee  still.  Only  let  thy 
heart  be  God's,  and  He  will  keep  thee.  Where  thou 
goest.  He  will  go :  where  thou  restest.  He  will  rest : 
consecrate  the  Lord  God  in  thy  hearty  and  He,  where- 
ver thou  art,  will  be  to  thee  for  a  sanctuary. 


SERMON  XXI. 


WISDOM  TOWAKDS  THOSE  WITHOUT. 


C  C 


COLOSSIANS  IV.   2—6. 

2      Persist  in  prayer,  being  wakeful  in  it  in  (amidtt) 

JJ  thanksgiving ;  praying  at  the  same  time  also  concerning  tu, 

that  God  may  open  to  us  a  door  of  the  wordy  to  speak  the 

4  secret  of  Christ,  for  which  I  am  even  hound,  that  I  may 

5  manifest  ii  as  I  ought  to  speak.     Walk  in  wisdom  towards 

6  them  that  are  without,  haying  up  the  opportunity.  Let 
your  speech  he  always  in  kindness,  seasoned  with  salt,  so  as 
to  hmw  how  ye  ought  to  answer  every  one. 


SERMON  XXI. 

WISDOM  TOWARDS  THOSE  WITHOIJT. 

COLOSSIANS  IT.  5. 

Walk  in  vnsdom  toward  them  tkaJt  are  without,  redeeming  the  time. 


In  these  words,  taken  from  the  second  Lesson  for    sehmok 
this  evening,  we  have  first  a  rule,  and  secondly  a — 


principle.     Each  of  the  two  is  expressed  a  little  more 
fully,  in  the  parallel  passage  in  the  Epistle  to  the 
Ephesians.     See  then  that  ye  walk  circumspectly,  not  Eph.  v.  15. 
as  fools,  hut  a^  wise  ;  redeeming  the  ttm£,  because  the 
days  are  evil. 

But  even  in  its  briefest  form,  and  within  its  nar- 
rowest limits,  the  charge  before  us  has  more  in  it 
than  one  Sermon  can  exhaust.  A  few  practical 
remarks  upon  it  can  never  come  amiss. 

Walk  in  wisdom  toward  them  that  are  without. 
The  rule  respects  the  conduct  of  persons  described 
as  within  a  certain  space,  in  relation  to  other  persons 
described  as  being  on  the  outside  of  it. 

C  C  2 
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Sermon       We  all  see  what  is  meant  by  this  description. 

The  enclosed  space  spoken  of  is  the  Christian  body  ; 

the  community  of  Christ's  disciples  and  servants,  as 
distinguished  from  that  larger  community  which, 
though  redeemed  by  Him  as  all  the  world  is,  yet 
is  not  at  present  His  by  the  appropriation  of  that 
redemption. 

It  is  easy  to  see  what  the  meaning  of  this  distinc- 
tion would  be  to  the  Colossians  who  are  here  ad- 
dressed. In  those  first  days  of  the  Gospel,  a  false 
profession  of  Christianity  was  so  rare — had  so  little 
to  make  it  a  temptation,  when  to  be  a  Christian  was 
to  be  despised  or  to  be  persecuted — that  all  who  wor- 
shipped God  through  Christ  Jesus  might  be  spoken 
to  as  sincere  in  tl.at  confession,  and,  however  taulty, 
however  far  from  the  full  stature  of  Christian  per- 
fection, still  real  partakers  of  the  Divine  Spirit  and 
real  heirs  of  the  Divine  glory.  In  those  days  there- 
fore "  they  that  were  within "  included  all  baptized 
and  professing  Christians,  and  "  they  that  were 
without"  meant  only  the  Jewish  or  the  heathen 
world  surrounding  the  Christian  society. 

Thus  the  duty  of  Christians  in  reference  to  their 
intercourse  with  one  another  and  with  the  world 
must  have  been  then  clear  and  comparatively  easy. 
I  need  not  say  that  the  case  is  greatly  complicated 
for  us.     The  world  itself  has  now  become  nominally 

^  Cliristian.     And  we  have  no  right,  as  individuals. 
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to  sit  in  judgment  upon  the  right  of  others  to  the    Sermon 
name  and  privileges  of  a  Christian.     Every  baptized '■ — 


person,  not  excluded  from  the  Church  by  a  formal 
act  of  excommunication  such  as  that  denounced  by 
St.  Paul  in  his  first  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  or  i  Cor.  v 
practically  from  Christian  society  by  some  proved 
or  notorious  crime  of  his  own,  is  entitled  to  be  re- 
garded by  us  as  a  brother,  whatever  may  be  his  real 
condition  in  the  sight  of  God  as  to  the  depth  of  his 
convictions  or  the  consistency  of  his  feelings  with 
his  professions.  We  have  no  right  to  say  that  we 
are  within,  and  that  others,  equally  Christians  by 
profession,  are  without,  the  pale  of  a  Christian  bro- 
therhood. Notorious  sin,  in  one  calling  himself  a 
Christian,  furnishes  a  sufficient  reason  for  refusing 
his  acquaintance,  for  avoiding  his  society :  St.  Paul 
himself,  in  the  chapter  just  referred  to,  tells  us  so :  1  Cor.  v. 
but  he  tells  us  also  that  it  is  because  he  calls  himself 
a  brother,  because  he  is  a  Christian  by  profession, 
that  it  is  necessary  thus  to  discountenance  him :  he 
does  not  become  one  of  those  without,  a  heathen, 
that  is :  he  is  still  one  of  those  within,  and,  because 
he  is  so,  it  is  necessary  that  those  within  should  mark 
their  disapproval  of  his  guilt. 

No  one  will  deny,  my  brethren,  that  these  dis- 
tinctions are  important  for  us  all,  living  in  an  age 
and  a  land  of  wide-spread  profession.  There  is  no 
practical  question  which  more  often  comes  before  ua 
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Skrmon    than  this;  as  to  the  proper  mode  of  dealing  with 

persons  whose  life  and  conversation  indicate  a  want 

of  real  religion,  without  lying  under  any  suspicion 
of  actual  immorality.  We  all  know  that  society  is 
largely  composed  of  such  persons.  It  would  be  affec- 
tation to  suppose  that  the  majority  of  those  with 
whom  we  mix  on  occasions  of  business  or  relaxation 
are  persons  walking  in  the  love  of  God  or  in  the 
comfort  and  strength  of  His  Holy  Spirit.  We  per- 
ceive in  them  no  sign  of  those  dispositions  or  of 
those  tastes  which  would  certainly  accompany  such 
a  life.  And  we  know  how  they  would  be  dealt  with 
by  many  Christians.  We  know  that  it  has  been 
made  by  many  Christian  teachers  and  by  many 
Christian  people  a  first  principle  of  true  religion  to 
live  only  amongst  the  truly  religious;  to  shun  the 
society  of  less  serious  persons  as  they  would  that  of 
the  avowed  enemies  of  Christ;  and  to  apply  to  all 
such,  without  further  hesitation,  all  the  terms  used 
in  Scripture  with  reference  to  a  world  of  unbelievers 
and  of  idolaters. 

My  brethren,  we  have  not  so  learned  Christ.  We 
cannot  thus  confound  things  that  differ.  We  cannot 
thus  obliterate  the  mark  of  Christian  Baptism,  or  anti- 
cipate the  disclosures  of  God's  final  judgment.  We 
doubt  not  indeed  that  God  could  judge  even  now 
between  man  and  man  in  this  congregation,  who  are 
His  in  heart,  and  who  are  His  only  in  name :  but 
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we  are  quite  sure  that  this  is  not  given  to  us,  and   Sfrmon 
that  it  is  against  His  most  solemn  warnings  if  we 


.    Matt.  xiii. 

attempt  it.    We  see  that  to  attempt  it  is  fall  of  evil    28—80. 
on  both  sides ;  full  of  self-righteousness  and  uncha- 
ritableness  on  the  one  side,  full  of  discouragement 
and  actual  injury  on  the  other. 

Has  then  the  charge,  Walk  in  wisdom  toward  them 
that  are  without,  no  application  now  ?  Yes,  my  bre- 
thren, like  all  the  words  of  Scripture,  it  has  its  just, 
its  important,  its  Divine  lesson :  and  may  God  give 
us  grace  to  understand  and  to  receive  it  I 

There  are  those  around  us  every  day,  perhaps  very 
near  us,  perhaps  amongst  our  most  loved  and  loving 
friends,  certainly  amongst  our  common  associates  in 
public  and  in  private,  who  have  not  yet  found,  them- 
selves being  the  judges,  the  comfort,  the  peace,  the 
strength,  or  the  hope,  which  Christ's  Gospel  offers 
and  which  the  Spirit  of  Christ  communicates  to  those 
who  truly  believe.  There  is  nothing  uncharitable 
in  saying  this.  We  say  it  only  of  those  who  would 
say  it  of  themselves.  There  are  some  who  do  not 
yet  feel  their  need  of  these  things.  There  are  some 
who  find  in  a  daily  round  of  business  or  of  amuse- 
ment such  satisfaction  as  at  least  makes  them  indif- 
ferent to  a  higher.  There  are  some  who  are  deferring 
serious  thought  till  a  more  convenient  season.  There 
are  some  who  persuade  themselves  that  spiritual 
religion,  if  not  a  dream,  is  at  least  a  special  gift; 
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Sbbmon   the  privilege  of  a  few,  not  the  necesMsity  of  alL    And 

XXL 

of  conrse  there  are  some  of  yet  b'ghter  or  more  pre- 
judiced minds  than  these :  some  who  talk  slightingly 
or  jestingly  of  devout  men  or  of  holy  things;  and 
some  who  in  the  disappointment  of  their  own  higher 
aspirations  have  acquired  a  perceptible  bitterness  of 
tone  towards  persons  more  successful  in  their  pursuit 
of  the  Kfe  of  God,  and  speak  of  religion  in  terms 
almost  of  disparagement,  only  because  they  think  of 
it  as  a  blessing  denied  to  themselves. 

These  are  examples  of  various  kinds  of  character 
which  meet  us  in  the  daily  contact  of  life.  We  may 
well  add  to  them  those  whom  we  should  describe 
as  simply  well-disposed;  enquirers,  with  more  or 
less  of  earnestness,  after  the  way  of  truth;  young 
persons,  not  yet  fixed  in  principle,  not  yet  finally 
set  in  the  way  in  which  they  are  to  go;  amiable 
persons,  full  of  kindly  impulses,  and  in  some  danger 
of  mistaking  the  natural  for  the  spiritual;  candid 
persons,  open  to  conviction,  and  exercising  a  quiet 
and  an  intelligent  judgment  upon  points  of  opinion 
and  conduct  which  are  presented  to  them  in  the 
intercourse  of  dafly  Ufe.  And  surely  we  may  add 
to  these,  yet  again,  a  large  class  of  persons  con- 
sciously inconsistent;  persons  with  some  piety  of 
feeling,  but  troubled  also  by  some  special  root  of 
bitterness,  some  perverseness  of  spirit  or  temper 
which  daily  interferes  with  it  in  practice ;  persona, 
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too,  who  once  perhaps  seemed  nearer  to  God  than    Sermon 

XXI. 

they  now  are ;  persons  who  have  fallen  more  or  less '- — 


into  acts  of  folly  or  sin,  and  who  are  bitterly  accusing 
themselves  of  a  want  of  resolution,  of  decision,  of 
earnestness,  in  returning  finally  and  for  ever  into 
those  paths  of  virtue  and  watchfulness  firom  which 
they  have  allowed  themselves  to  turn  aside. 

I  think  that  we  are  uttering  no  libel  upon  social 
life,  or  even  upon  family  life,  in  thus  describing  the 
sort  of  characters  which  are  to  be  found  in  each.  St. 
Paul,  I  do  not  doubt,  would  have  considered  all  these 
cases  as  lying  not  without  but  within  the  pale  of 
Christ's  Church :  the  worst  of  them  he  would  have 
described  rather  as  brothers  or  as  sisters  walking  2  Thess.  iii. 
inconsistently,  than  as  persons  to  be  dealt  with  as 
strangers  or  enemies,  between  whom  and  us  there  can 
exist  no  bond  but  that  of  an  original  humanity. 

And  yet  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  towards 
all,  even  the  very  best,  of  these.  Christians  to  whom 
a  greater  measure  of  light  and  peace  has  already 
been  vouchsafed  liave  a  very  serious  duty  to  per- 
form, and  one  to  which  in  a  certain  sense  the  rule 
is  applicable.  Walk  in  wisdom  toward  them  that  are 
without  Upon  the  conduct,  upon  the  language, 
upon  the  spirit,  of  any  one  of  us,  in  the  daily  inter- 
course of  the  family  or  of  society,  much  may  depend, 
for  persons  like  those  whom  I  have  described,  as  to 
their  being  helped  or  else  hindered  in  rising  to  a 
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Sermon    higher  grace  and  at  last  reaching  the  very  kingdom 
01  heaven. 


Walk  in  wisdom  towards  them.  Can  we  not 
readily  think  of  some  ways  in  which  this  rule  may 
be  applied  or  else  neglected? 

Wisdom,  in  its  practical  working,  is  shown  by  the 
adaptation  of  right  means  to  a  right  end. 

Now  what,  as  true  Christians,  should  be  your  end  ? 
the  object  for  which  you  Kve  ?    The  question  might 

2  Cor.  V.  15.  be  variously  answered.  Thai  they  who  live  should  not 
live  unto  themselves,  hut  unto  Him  who  died  for  them 
and  rose  again.  That  would  be  a  very  comprehen- 
sive answer.  St.  Paul  chooses  it  as  the  briefest 
and  clearest   statement  of  a  Christian's   aim.      He 

Ro7u.xiv.  8.  lives  unto  Christ.  Whether  we  live,  we  live  unto  the 
Lord ;  and  whether  we  die,  we  die  unto  the  Lord; 
that  is,  in  relation  to  Him;  having  Him  in  our 
view,  and  referring  every  word  and  ax;t  to  Him, 
regarding  each  as  it  bears  upon,  as  it  affects,  Him, 
His  will,  His  glory. 

But,  in  explaining  our  present  subject,  we  may 
adopt  a  slightly  different  form  of  expression,  and 
say,  that  our  aim,  as  true  Christians,  ought  to  be, 
to  glorify  God,  not  only  by  serving  Him  stedfastly 
ourselves,  but  especially  by  drawing  others,  as  oppor- 
tunity is  given  us,  towards  Him  and  so  towards 
their  true  happiness.  In  entering  into  society,  as 
well  as  in  the  more  private  intercourse  of  family  life, 
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our  object  ought  to  be  this;  not  so  much  to  bear    Sermon 
a  testimony  to  our  own  convictions,  as  we  might  do '- — 


in  the  presence  of  persons  who  were  hopelessly  set 
against  truth  and  against  the  Gospel,  but  rather, 
to  help  these  persons,  in  their  various  characters  and 
states  of  mind,  towards  that  which  will  make  them 
happy,  towards  that  one  point  of  rest,  towards  that 
one  living  and  loving  Person,  in  which  and  in  whom 
they  will  find  the  satisfaction  of  every  want  and  the 
dismissal  of  every  evil. 

Does  this  seem  an  exaggerated,  an  enthusiastic, 
an  unreal  view  of  so  common  and  so  unromantic  a 
thing  as  family  or  social  intercourse?  I  do  not 
think  that  it  is.  It  may  well  be  that  the  best  and 
truest  of  Christians  may  mix  for  a  long  time  in 
society,  and  yet  not  be  able  to  point  to  any  one 
definite  instance  in  which  he  has  been  permitted 
to  efiect  so  great  a  result  as  the  changing  of  a  single 
character.  But  yet,  so  subtle  and  so  secret  are  the 
workings  of  man's  soul,  that  He  who  knows  them 
all  may  be  aware  of  many  instances,  wholly  unsus- 
pected by  the  human  instrument,  in  which  the  obser- 
vation of  the  deportment,  the  words,  the  conduct,  of 
one  who  has  steadily  kept  in  view  the  object  which 
has  been  stated,  may  have  been  the  means  even  o 
saving  a  soul  from  death  and  of  hiding  in  the  blood  James  v.20. 
of  Christ  a  multitude  of  sins.  Only  let  it  be  our 
aim.     That  is  the  first  and  chief  thing.    Let  it  be 
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Sermoit    our  aim,  to  draw  others  towards  their  tnie  happiness. 

XXI 

'. —  This  is  the  beginning  of  the  wisdom  spoken  of;  to 

have  an  object,  and  the  right  object,  in  view. 

But  then  as  to  the  means  of  effecting  it  Walk  in 
wisdom  means,  not  only.  Aim  at  the  right  object,  but 
also,  Take  your  aim  truly.  And  I  am  sure  we  all  see 
how  untruly,  that  is,  how  injudiciously,  many  persons 
aim  even  at  the  highest  and  best  object 

Observe — it  is  the  key  to  a  great  part  of  the  mat- 
ter— ^the  object  is  to  attract,  to  win,  to  persuade.  It 
is  not  to  bear  testimony  and  there  leave  it  That  is 
a  poor  object  It  is  almost  a  selfish  object.  That  is 
a  testimony  against,  but  we  want  a  testimony  to, 
attractive  to,  influential  with,  those  of  whom  we  speak. 
Then  the  first  thing  will  be,  to  guard  against  repel- 
ling. It  is  very  easy  to  repel.  Persons  in  any  of  the 
moods  before  described  will  easily  be  repelled  from 
good.  If  you  are  morose,  if  you  are  contemptuous,  if 
you  are  harsh  in  your  judgments,  if  you  are  intolerant 
of  differences  of  opinion,  you  will  not  be  walking  in 
wisdom,  however  you  may  discharge  your  conscience. 
Let  it  be  seen  that  you  are  just,  let  it  be  seen  that  you 
are  charitable,  let  it  be  seen  that  you  are  open-minded, 
let  it  be  seen  that  you  are  large-hearted,  let  it  be  seen, 
almost  above  all,  that  you  are  happy,  and  then  the 
first  point  will  have  been  gained :  not  only  will  you 
have  had  the  right  object  in  view,  but  you  will,  in 
one  respect,  have  taken  your  aim  rightly.     The  first 
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thing  to  guard  against  is  repelling  when  you  would    Sebmow 
attract,  


But  there  is  a  further  point.  St.  Paul  says,  Let  Rom.xv.2. 
every  one  please  his  neighbour  :  but  lie  does  not  end 
there :  indeed  he  says  in  another  place,  If  I  yet  Gal.  i.  lO. 
pleased  men^  I  should  not  he  the  servant  of  Christ: 
therefore  he  adds,  Let  every  one  please  his  neighbour^ 
for  his  good,  to  edification.  So  would  we  say  here. 
It  is  not  enough  to  attract :  it  must  be  towards  truth, 
towards  happiness,  towards  God.  It  is  comparatively 
easy  to  attract;  to  make  people  like  and  approve 
your  tolerant  spirit,  your  calm  judgment,  your  indul- 
gent charity.  But  the  question  further  is.  To  what 
end  ?  Will  they  be  the  better  for  these  things  ?  Did 
you  desire  that  they  might  be  so  ?  If  so,  you  will 
have  kept  a  watch  over  the  door  of  your  lips,  that 
nothing  inconsistent  with  the  will  of  God  may  come 
forth  out  of  them ;  no  approval  of  worldly  maxims, 
no  acquiescence  in  unchristian  principles,  no  admira- 
tion of  wrong,  no  jesting  at  sin :  your  cheerfulness 
must  not  degenerate  into  levity,  nor  your  charity  into 
indiflference.  The  object  must  have  been  not  only 
proposed  to  yourself  once,  but  steadily  kept  in  view : 
to  attract  men  towards  God,  not  to  attract  them 
towards  yourself. 

These  are  difficult  things,  my  brethren  ;  very  diffi- 
cult, when  we  try  at  all  to  act  upon  them.  It  is  so 
easy  to  make  society  a  thing  altogether  apart  from  our 
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Sermon    religion,  to  regard  it  as  a  mere  relaxation,  a  mere 

'■ —  pause  in  the  Christian  life ;  and  it  is  so  easy  to  seek 

applause  in  it,  to  make  agreeableness  its  object,  the 
receiving  of  pleasure  and  not  the  doing  good  ;  that 
we  can  scarcely  wonder  at  those  who  have  turned 
aside  from  it  altogether  for  the  higher  object,  though  it 
might  not  be  wisely  sought,  of  saving  their  own  souls 
alive.  Let  us  impress  deeply  upon  our  hearts  the 
great  end  of  all  Christian  intercourse :  let  us  be  on 
the  watch,  not  only  to  avoid  defeating  it,  but  to  find 
opportunities  for  promoting  it :  let  us  not  be  satisfied 
with  doing  this  generally,  by  the  maintenance  of  a 
Christian  spirit  in  the  sight  of  others,  but  let  us  also 
be  watchful  and  thankful  for  every  opening,  given  to 
us  or  made  by  us,  for  a  more  close  access  to  the  heart 
and  soul  of  another,  with  the  hope  of  fostering  some 
good  inclination,  or  of  removing  some  doubt,  some 
difficulty,  some  discouragement :  and  thus,  in  all 
ways,  let  us  make  it  our  object  to  seek  God's  glory 
and  the  welfare  of  His  redeemed ;  remembering,  in 
the  last  place,  the  principle  which  is  here  appended 
to  the  rule. 

Redeeming  the  time. 

There  are  two  words  employed  in  Scripture  to 
express  our  one  word  "  time."  One  of  these  words 
denotes  time  vaguely ;  mere  duration,  mere  extension, 
of  time :  the  other,  which  came  before  us  last  Sunday, 
and  which  occurs  to-night  in  the  clause  now  under 
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consideration,  expresses  a  portion  cut  out  of  time,    Sermon 

XXI. 

limited    consequently   in    extent,   and   designed   to '- — 


answer  an  object.     This  latter  term  therefore  contains 

the  idea  of  each  of  our  two  expressions,  "season" 

and  "  opportunity."     Last  Sunday  we  spoke  of  it  in 

the  words,  the  sufferings  of  the  present  season  :  to-  Rotn.  viii. 

night  we  must  briefly  indicate  its  meaning  in  the 

phrase,  redeeming  the  time,  or  rather  (to  give  it  very 

literally)  iuying  wp  the  opportunity. 

When,  in  the  Book  of  Daniel,,  the  Chaldeans  had 
said,  in  answer  to  the  king's  demand  that  they  would 
tell  him  both  his  forgotten  dream  and  its  interpre- 
tation, Let  the  kinjg  tell  his  servants  the  dream,  and  we  Dan.ii.7,8. 
will  show  the  interpretation  of  it,  we  read  that  the 
king  answered  and  said,  I  know  of  certainty  that  ye 
would  gain  the  time,  iecause  ye  see  the  thing  is  gone 
from  me.  The  words  rendered,  ye  would  gain  the 
time,  are,  in  the  Greek  Version  of  the  passage,  the 
very  same  here  employed,  and  their  use  there  explains 
their  meaning  here.  Ye  would  gain  the  time,  is,  more 
exactly,  ye  desire  to  buy  up  the  opportunity ;  that  is, 
like  merchants  eagerly  possessing  themselves  of  the 
whole  of  some  valuable  commodity,  ye  are  trying  to 
make  the  very  most  of  the  opportunity  which  my 
forgetfulness  of  the  dream  gives  you  for  concealing 
your  real  want  of  skill  in  the  art  of  the  diviner. 
Redeeming  the  time,  is,  in  like  manner,  buying  up,  as 
a  very  precious  kind  of  merchandise,  and  so,  making 
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Skbmoii    the  very  most  of,  tuming  to  the  very  best  possible 

XXI.  '  . 
accoant,  the  opportunity. 


Life  is  not  only  a  certain  duration  of  time :  it  is 
also  our  opportunity.  It  has  an  object  as  well  as  a 
course ;  an  object  which  must  be  gained  during  it,  or 
it  cannot  be  gained  ever;  it  is  our  opportunity- 
regarded  as  a  whole,  it  is  our  one  opportunity — of 
reaching,  of  attaining,  of  effecting,  of  becoming, 
something,  which,  if  we  reach  not,  if  we  do  not,  if  we 
become  not,  while  life  lasts,  we  must  forego,  we  must 
forfeit,  we  must  lose,  for  ever. 

Therefore  buy  it  up.  Make  the  very  most  of  it. 
Walk  in  wisdom  toward  them  that  are  loiikout,  buying 
up  the  opportunity.  Soon  will  these  lips  be  silent. 
Soon  will  others  be  in  your  dwelling.  Soon  will  a 
new  generation  arise,  which  knows  you  not  At  pre- 
sent you  are  upon  the  earth :  soon  will  you  sleep 

Luke  six.  below  it.  Take  heed  to  occupy  while  you  can. 
When  your  Master  returns  for  you,  let  Him  find  your 
work  dona  See  that  some  shall  have  been  the  better 
for  your  day  on  earth.  See  that  some  have  cause  to 
bless  God  for  your  having  had  life  given  you.  Let  the 
next  generation  of  your  family  find  it  not  less  but 
more  easy  to  remember  God,  for  your  having  gone 

1  Cor.  vil   before  them.     Brethren^  the  time  is  short.     Already 

29. 

God  sees  your  life  as  a  whole,  and  is  judging  it. 
Already — it  is  a  happier  thought,  and  not  less  true — 
already  God  has  had  mercy  upon  you,  and  accepts  for 
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Christ's  sake  every  act  that  you  have  done,  every    Sermon 

.  XXI. 

word  that  you  have  spoken,  as  for  Him.     Do  you  not 1— 


wish  that  others  should  be  partakers  with  you  in  the 
benefit,  in  the  unspeakable  gift  ?  O  bless  God  that  2  Gor.ix.i5. 
He  has  so  made  and  so  endowed  you  as  that  you  can 
do  something — little  it  may  be,  for  are  we  not  all  dust 
of  the  earth  when  weighed  in  the  balances  of  eternity? 
yet  something  still,  in  making  Him  better  known, 
more  regarded,  more  loved,  on  this  earth  on  which  in 
its  turn  each  generation  frets  itself  and  sins  and 
suflfers. 

Buy  up  the  opportunity.  Yes,  say  not  in  your 
heart.  Life  is  long  and  tedious :  a  day  lost  is  nothing 
in  such  a  reckoning.  Each  day  is  an  integral  part  of 
the  great  opportunity :  lose  one  day,  and  the  whole 
must  be  defective.  Lose  one  day,  and  the  chances 
are  greatly  against  your  redeeming  the  next.  Let 
each  day  have  its  work  done,  as  it  has  its  work 
assigned.  Let  the  account  of  each  be  sealed,  before 
the  next  be  opened.  Let  the  omissions,  let  the  short- 
comings, let  the  negligences,  let  the  indolences,  let 
the  timidities,  of  one,  be  well  confessed  and  con- 
sciously forgiven,  before  you  enter  upon  the  next. 
And  O,  amongst  these,  will  not  the  want  of  wisdom 
toward  them  that  are  without,  will  not  the  indiflference 
shown  toward  the  souls  of  others,  will  not  the  faint- 
heartedness, will  not  the  coldness,  will  not  the 
self-indulgence,  of  our  intercourse  with  otheia^o^'cvx:^^ 

D  D 
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Sermon    a  large  and  a  tear-blotted  page  ?    May  GoA  forgive 
'- —  us  all,  and  help  us  all,  for  His  Son's  sake !     It  is 


good  for  us  to  be  sorry.  The  time  was  short,  and  we 
hare  made  it  shorter.  The  opportunity  was  precious, 
and,  instead  of  buying  up  each  fragment  of  it,  we 
have  squandered  of  it   whole   days,  whole   weeks, 

P8.cxliiL2.  whole  years!  Enter  not  into  judgment  with  us,  O 
Lord !  Give  us  Thy  grace  of  repentance :  give  us 
Thy  grace  of  contrition,  and  of  soberness,  and  of 
watchfulness,  and  of  godly  fear!  Grant  that  the 
future,  if  it  be  short,  be  well  used !  Grant  that  the 
past,  for  Thy  Son's  sake,  may  not  rise  against  us  in 
judgment !  Happy  will  that  day  be,  when  we  shall 
receive  the  final  seal  of  forgiveness,  and  shall  rest  in 
hope.  We  would  not  prolong  our  days  here,  but  we 
would  end  them  peacefully.  We  would  see  our  work 
finished.  Then  would  we  bathe  it  in  the  tears  of 
repentance :  we  would  wash  it  white  in  the  blood  of 
the  Lamb.     In  Thy  forgiveness  would  we  find  peace : 

P8.xxxvL9.  in  Thy  light  alone  would  we  see  light 
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2  Thessalonians  ii.  1 — 17. 

1  And  we  beseech  you,  brethren,  by  the  presence  of  our  Lord 

2  Jesus  Christ  and  our  gathering  together  to  Him,  to  the  end 
that  ye  be  not  quickly  shaken  from  your  understanding  nor 
disturbed,  either  through  spirit  or  through  word  or  through 
letter  as  if  through  us,  how  that  the  day  of  the  Lord  is 

8  instant  Let  not  any  one  deceive  you  in  any  way :  for,^ 
unless  there  come  the  apostasy  first,  and  the  man  of  sin 

4  be  unveiled,  the  son  of  destruction,  who  opposeth  and  exalteth 
himself  exceedingly  against  every  (so)  called  god  or  object 
of  reverence,  so  as  himself  to  take  his  seat  in  the  temple  of 

5  God,  displaying  hiwAdf  that  he  is  God Remember  ye 

6  not,  that,  while  I  was  still  vnth  you,  I  was  wont  to  tell  you 
these  things  ?     And  now  ye  know  that  which  restraineth,  to 

7  the  end  that  he  be  unveiled  in  his  own  season.  For  the 
secret  of  lawlessness  already  worketh :    only  he  who  now 

8  restraineth  {will  do  so)  until  he  be  taken  out  of  the  way :  arji 
then  shall  be  unveiled  the  lawless  one,  whom  the  Lord  will 
consume  by  the  breath  of  His  rrvouth  and  abolish  by  the  mani- 

infestation  of  His  presence :  he  whose  presence  is  by  the  working 
of  Satan  in  all  power  and  signs  and  wonders  of  falsehood 

^  The  sentence,  afber  being  extended  by  the  enumeration  of  par- 
ticulars in  verse  4,  is  interrupted  by  the  question  of  verse  5,  and 
not  resumed. 
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and  in  all  deceit  of  unrighteousness  for  {towards)  them  that  10 
perish  because  they  received  not  the  love  of  the  truth  to  the 
end  that  they  should  he  saved.    And  for  this  cause  God  11 
sendeth  them  a  working  of  error  to  the  end  that  they  should 
believe  the  falsehood,  tliat  all  might  be  judged  who  believed  12 
910^  the  truth  but  took  pleasure  in  unrighteousness.    But  we  18 
are  bound  to  thank  God  always  concerning  you,  brethren 
beloved  by  the  Lord,  because  God  chose  you  from  the  be- 
ginning unto  salvation  in  holiness  of  the  Spirit  and  belief 
of  the  truth;  whereunto  He  called  you  by  our  Gospel,  unto  14 
acquisition  of  the  glory  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ     So  then,  15 
brethren,  stand  fast,  and  hold  the  transmissions  which  ye 
were  taught  either  through  word  or  through  letter  of  ours. 
And  may  our  Lord  Jesus  Ghist  Himself,  and  God  our  16 
Father,  who  loved  us  and  gave  everlasting  comfort  and  a 
good  hope  in  grace,  comfort  your  hearts  and  establish  them  17 
in  every  good  work  and  word. 
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2  Thessalovians  il  8. 


And  then  ihcUl  that  wicked  be  revealed,  whom  the  Lord  shall  comume 
with  the  tpirit  of  His  mouth,  cmd  shall  destroy  with  the  bright- 
ness of  His  coming. 


Sbbmon   The  course  of  our  Services  has  broueht  before  us 

XXII. 

'—  once  again  this  evening  the  Chapter  from  which  the 


i 


text  is  taken.  The  sound  of  its  words  has  been  often 
in  our  ears.  We  have  occasionally  perhaps  heard 
what  is  commonly  called  a  controversial  Sermon 
upon  it  More  often  we  have  passed  the  Chapter 
by,  and  observed  that  our  ministers  did  so,  as  a 
portion  of  God's  Word  difficult  of  interpretation,  and 
waiting  for  its  fidl  elucidation  till  a  time  still  ftiture. 

Shall  we  endeavour,  my  brethren,  to  draw  from  it 
to-night  something  which  may  be  instructive,  inte- 
resting to  us  all,  and  edifying  ?  We  will  try  to  look 
into  it  with  a  calm  and  unprejudiced  mind,  bringing 
io  its  eiLamination  as  little  as  possible  of  preconceived 
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opinion,  dismissing  as  far  as  possible  all  that  we  may    Sermon 
have  before  imagined  or  accepted  as  to  its  meaning '— 


and  its  application.  So  reading  it,  I  think  we  shall 
gain  some  good  to  our  hearts  and  souls,  and  God  will 
bless  us  in  the  humble  eflTort  to  walk  in  His  light. 

The  time  will  not  be  wasted  if  I  first  read  the 
words  to  you  once  again,  with  some  closeness  and 
even  baldness  of  rendering.  It  is  especially  necessary 
in  such  a  case  to  throw  out  of  our  way  anything  of 
merely  human  appendage,  and  to  arrive  at  the  exact 
language  of  the  blessed  Apostle  himself. 

Now  we  beseech  you,  brethren,  by  the  presence,  the  Verse  1. 
future  presence,  or  coming,  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  our  gathering  together  to  Him,  (as  described  in 
the  former  Epistle  to  this  Church,)  that  ye  may  not  he  Vene  2. 
quickly  shaken  from  your  mind,  that  is,  from  your  calm 
and  right  judgment,  nor  be  disturbed,  either  through 
spirit  or  through  word  or  through  letter  as  if  through  us 
— by  any  supposed  testimony,  whether  in  the  form  of 
a  spiritual  gift,  or  an  inspired  utterance,  or  an  epistle 
purporting  to  come  from  us  your  Evangelists — how 
(stating)  that  the  day  of  the  Lord  is  instant,  absolutely 
impending  and  imminent.  Let  not  any  one  deceive  you  Verse  8. 
in  any  way  :  for  that  day  comes  not  unless  there  have 
come   the  apostasy  first,  and  unless  there  have  been 
unveiled  the  man  of  sin,  the  son  of  perdition,  or  de- 
struction :  the  very  term  applied  to  Judas  in   the  Jo^n  ^^ii. 
prayer  of  our  Lord  to  His   Father :    he  who  with-  Vw9a  4. 
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Sermon    standeih    and   exalteth  himself  exceedinaly    aaainst 
^  every  one   called  god — the   expression   is   borrowed 


Dan.  xi.  36.  from  the  Book  of  Daniel — or  object  of  reverence, 
30    as  himself   to    take  his  seat  in  the    temple    of 

Verse  6.  God,  displaying  himself  that  he  is  God.  Remeinher 
ye  not  that,  when  I  was  still  with  you,  I  used  to  tell 

Verse  6.  you  these  things  ?  And  now  ye  know  that  which  re- 
straineth,  that  so  he  may  be  revealed  in,  and  not 

Verse  7.  before,  his  own  season.  For  the  secret  of  wickedness, 
of  lawlessness  or  disobedience,  is  already  working: 
only  he  who  now  restraineth  will  do  so  until  he  be 

Verse  8.  removed  out  of  the  way :  and  then  shall  be  unveiled 
the  wicked  {the  lawless  or  disobedient)  one,  whom  the 
Lord  will  consume  with  the  breath  of  His  mouth,  and 
will  destroy  by  the  manifestation,  the  Epiphany,  of 

Verde  9.  His  presence,  or  coming  :  whose  presence,  or  coming-^ 
that  is,  the  coming  of  the  wicked  one — is  according 
to  (by)  the  operation  of  Satan,  in  {amidst)  all  power 

Verse  10.  and  signs  and  wonders  of  falsehood,  and  in  (amid^it) 
all  deceit  of  unrighteousness,  every  deceit  and  trickery 
that  wickedness  can  practise,  for  {in  relation  to,  that 
is,  practised  upon)  them  that  perish  {that  are  in  process 
of  destruction)  because  they  received  not  the  love  of  the 

Verse  11.  truth  that  they  might  be  saved.  And  for  this  reason, 
because  they  would  not  love  the  truth,  God  sendeth 
them,  in  judgment,  an  operation  of  error  {misleading). 

Verse  12.  SO  that  they  believe  the  falsehood ;  that  they  all  may  be 
judged  {condemned)  who  believed  not,  while  they  could, 


THE   MAN   OF  SIN.  409 

the  truth,  but  had  pleasure  in  unrighteousness.     But    Sermon 
we  are  bound  to  thank  God  always  concerning  you^ 


Verse  13. 

h^ethren  beloved  by  the  Lord^  because  Ood  chose  you 
from  the  first  unto  salvation  in  [through)  holiness  of 
{vyrought  by)  tlie  Spirit  and  belief  of  the  truth;  where-  Verte  14. 
untOy  to  which  state  or  result,  He  called  {invited  or 
summoned)  you  by  means  of  our  Gospel,  our  message 
of  good  tidings,  unto  the  obtaining  of  the  glory  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.     So  then^  brethren,  stand  fast,  and  Verse  15. 
hold  the  traditions,  the  doctrines  transmitted  to  you, 
which  ye  were  taught  whether  through  word,  when  we 
were  with  you,  or  through  letter  of  ours:  the  reference 
is  to  his  former  Epistle.  And  may  He  Himself,  our  Lord  Verse  16. 
Jesus  Christ,  and  God  our  Father,  who  loved  t^,  and 
gave,  once  for  all,  everlasting  consolation  and  a  good 
hope  in  grace,  through  His  free  favour,  comfort  your  verte  V. 
hearts  and  establish  them  in  the  maintenance  of  every 
good  work  and  word. 

Now  let  me,  in  the  next  place,  express  in  a  very 
brief  paraphrase  so  much  of  the  substance  of  this 
passage  as  involves  no  doubtful  interpretation. 

I  hear  that  there  is  an  unsettlement  of  mind  amongst 
you,  arising  from  an  impression  that  the  great  day  is 
close  at  hand.  I  pray  you  to  correct  that  impression. 
I  thought  that  I  had  guarded  against  it  You  surely 
remember  what  I  told  you,  when  I  was  with  you,  as  to 
the  necessary  preliminaries  to  the  great  end  of  all. 
Many  things  have  to  be  accomplished  before  the  great 
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Skbmoh   drama  reaches  its  dose.     The  apostasy — does  not  that 

XXIL 
— vHyrd  recall  to  you  a  whole  train  of  predictions  ?     Hie 

man  of  sin^  with  all  his  blasphemous  pretensions,  his 
claim  to  preeminence  above  God  Himself^  his  patoer 
and  signs  and  lying  wonders — where  is  hef  is  he  yet 
manifested?  Nay^  is  there  not  stiU  in  existence,  as 
you  heard  from  me,  an  impediment  to  his  manifesto^ 
tion  ;  an  impediment  which  must  he  removed  out  of  the 
way  hefore  that  manifestation  can  he  complete  f  I 
remind  you  of  these  items  of  doctrine :  it  is  needless, 
I  am  sure,  to  detail  them.  Be  prepared,  then,  for 
delay  in  the  coming  of  the  Lord,  Space  must  he 
given,  first  for  the  subtle  working,  already  hegun,  of 
the  mystery  of  iniquity.  That  must  go  on,  under- 
ground as  it  werey  or  at  least  amidst  checks  and  dis- 
couragements, so  long  as  the  obstacle  of  which  I  have 
spoken  shall  remain  in  force.  Next,  when  this  is 
removed,  there  shall  he  an  unveiling  of  the  wicked  one. 
He  shall  take  to  himself  all  his  power ;  he  shall 
surround  himself  with  signs  and  portents,  fallacious 
indeed,  hut  not  the  less  deceptive ;  he  shall  deceive,  if 
it  u)ere possible,  the  very  elect;  he  shall  lead  captive  in 
an  easy  and  willing  thraldom  all  those  who,  at  the 
season  of  his  manifestation,  shall  not  have  received 
into  their  inmost  hearts  the  love  of  the  truth.  It  shall 
be  the  punishment  of  all  these,  to  believe  the  lie.  And 
then,  upon  this  developed  Antichrist,  this  enemy  of 
God,  this  seducer  of  man,  at  the  very  height  of  his 
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triumph,  in  the  very  hour  of  Ms  fancied  security,  there    Sermon 

shall  hurst  the  light  of  Ghrisis  presence :  the  Son  of 

man  shall  be  seen,  descending  even  as  the  Saviour 
ascended,  and  the  very  breath  of  His  mouthy  the  very 
brightness  of  His  coming,  shall  consume,  shall  destroy, 
shall  smite  with  instant  discomfiture,  him  who  but  now 
seemed  to  have  succeeded  in  obliterating  Ood  Himself 
from  the  earth  which  He  created.  I  thank  Ood  for 
you,  beloved  brethren,  that  you,  when  that  last  deluge 
sweeps  the  world,  will  be  safe  in  an  arh  which  can 
safely  ride  the  waters.  You  have  listened  to  the  call 
of  Chrises  Oospel:  you  have  believed  the  truth:  you 
have  been  made  holy  by  an  indwelling  Spirit:  you 
therefore  have  the  sign  of  Ood^s  choice  upon  you,  you 
shall  be  amongst  those  who  obtain  the  glory.  Only 
stand  fast.  Hold  the  traditions.  Ouard  zealously 
the  good  deposit :  and  may  Ood  your  Father  keep  you 
evermore  in  His  peace  and  in  His  strength,  even  as  He 
has  already  loved  you  and  given  you  the  comfort  of  an 
eternal  hope. 

I  could  not  bear  to  leave  such  a  Chapter,  my 
brethren,  in  that  region  of  obscurity  and  almost  of 
repulsiveness  in  which  I  am  sure  that  for  many  of 
us  it  has  heretofore  lain.  Let  us  turn  now  from  its 
general  aspect  to  consider  a  few  special  points  in  it. 

1.  And,  first,  you  will  observe  that  it  teaches  us  a 
lesson  of  humility.     And  this  in  two  senses. 

i.  First,  there  are  limits  to  our  knowledge. 


412  THE  MAN  OF  SIN, 

Sermon       Even  in  the  Book  of  God's  Revelation  there  are 

XXII 

'—  things  which  we  cannot  explain.    In  the  Chapter 

before  ns  a  reference  is  made  to  certain  things  which 
St,  Paid  had  told  the  Thessalonian  Christians  when 
he  was  with  them.  Bemember  ye  not,  that,  when  I 
was  yet  with  you,  I  told  you  these  things?  How 
natural,  how  like  the  general  character  of  the 
Apostolical  writings,  which  are  incidental  not  formal, 
etters  not  treatises,  that  he  should  leave  that  refer- 
ence unexplained  I  Those  to  whom  he  wrote  under- 
stood him :  that  was  enough.  God's  Providence 
indeed,  and  therefore  God's  design,  caused  the  Epistle 
to  have  a  wider  use  than  its  writer  foresaw  for  it: 
but  this  wider  use  was  not  to  affect  its  composition : 
that  which  it  was  unnecessary  to  explain  to  the 
Thessalonians^  because  thej  already  knew  it,  was  not 
to  be  explained  for  others  into  whose  hands,  after 
them,  the  Epistle  was  to  fall.  Everything  essential 
to  faith  or  practice  has  been  taught  us  in  some  place 
or  other  of  those  Holy  Scriptures  over  which  God's 
care  for  His  Church  has  so  marvellously  and  so 
effectually  watched :  but  many  things  may  have  been 
told,  by  word  of  mouth,  to  Churches  which  the 
Apostles  were  planting,  and  not,  in  every  single 
particular,  to  those  who  were  to  possess  only  the 
correspondence  by  which  the  later  wants  of  those 
Churches  were  from  time  to  time  supplied.  It  is 
one  part  of  our  trial  to  be  contented  with  imperfect 
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light.     St.  Paul  says  to  the  Thessalonians,  When  I  Skemon 

was  with  you,  I  told  you  what  withholdeth,  what  re 

straineth,  the  full  manifestation  of  the  Wicked  one. 
Ye  know  what  it  is.  They  knew,  and  therefore  were 
not  told.  We  know  not,  and  yet  are  not  told.  Con- 
jectures as  to  the  meaning  have  been  abundant.  But 
we  want  certainty,  not  conjecture :  and  if  we  cannot 
have  certainty,  we  must  be  content  to  wait.  It  is  no 
business  of  the  preacher,  and  it  is  no  business  of  the 
expositor,  to  tell  us  what  he  thinks,  when  what  we 
want  to  know  is  what  God  says.  Here  is  a  point  on 
which  we  are  not  instructed,  and  (what  is  more  try- 
ing) on  which  others  were.  And  yet  I  had  far  rather 
be  told  to  wait,  than  conjecturally  enlightened.  It  is 
easy  to  guess  what  may  have  been  in  St.  Paul's  mind 
when  he  thus  wrote.  Speaking  as  he  is  of  a  future 
manifestation  of  evil,  in  a  form  and  with  a  virulence 
unknown  before,  we  may  imagine  that  by  an  obstacle 
to  that  manifestation  he  may  have  intended  some 
coercive  and  therefore  salutary  power  like  that  by 
which  the  organization  of  the  great  Roman  Empire 
in  his  time,  or  of  the  civil  government  of  nations  in 
all  times,  held  or  holds  in  check  the  unbridled  license 
of  impiety  and  crime.  It  may  be  so.  But  where 
the  language  of  Inspiration  is  silent,  we  do  well  to 
be  silent  too.  And  we  learn  from  the  silence  of 
Inspiration  a  lesson  not  wholly  negative.  It  reminds 
us  of  the  ignorance  of  nature :  it  should  make  ua 
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Sermoh    thankfiil  for  even  a  partial  illmnination :  it  should 


stimulate  our  desire  for  the  fuU  light  of  the  future : 
it  should  repeat  to  us  the  words  of  St.  Paid  as  written 
1  Cor.  xiii.  to  another  congregation,  Now  I  know  in  part :  but 
hereafter  I  shall  know,  even  as  also  lam  knoum, 

ii.  Thus  we  learn,  in  the  first  place,  a  lesson  of 
humility  as  to  the  boundaries  of  our  knowledge.  But 
there  is  also  a  lesson  of  humility,  specially  suitable  to 
this  Chapter,  as  to  the  right  and  the  wrong  estimate 
of  the  importance  of  our  own  age. 

It  is  a  natural  feeling,  and  I  know  not  that  it  is 
altogether  inoperative  for  good,  which  prompts  us  to 
overvalue,  by  comparison  at  least,  both  the  magnitude 
of  the  events,  and  the  characteristics  (for  good  or  evil) 
of  the  persons,  occupying  the  stage  of  the  world 
while  we  are  among  its  spectators.     Every  age  has 
its  own   importance:  and  of   some  periods  it  may 
perhaps  be  predicted,  even  at  the  time,  that  they  will 
fill  a  large  page  in  history.     The  effect  of  that  belief, 
so  often  recurring,  if  it  be  not  always  more  or  less 
prevalent,  in  the  minds  of  men,  that  their  own  is 
such  a  marked  period,  ought  to  act  beneficially  in 
various  ways.     It  ought  to  awaken  a  keener  interest 
in  the  course  of  events — in  other  words,  in  the  pro- 
cedure of  God's  Providence — outward  and  inward, 
social  and  mental,  at  home  and  abroad.     It  ought  to 
stimulate  to  more  active  energy  every  faculty  and 
every  power  vouchsafed  to  us,  that  we  ourselves  lag 


ft 
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not  behind  In  a  race  so  ardent,  or  prove  ourselves    Sermon 

unsuitable  to  a  crisis  so  momentous.     We  can  never 

be  wrong  in  exalting  the  importance  of  our  own 
times,  if  we  draw  from  that  exaltation  the  right 
inference,  and  turn  it  to  the  right  account.  But  it  is 
otherwise  when  we  begin  to  apply  the  language  of 
Eevelation,  and  more  especially  the  language  of  in- 
spired Prophecy,  to  the  days  in  which  our  own  lot 
is  cast.  That  which  was  useful  as  a  stimulus  to 
energy  may  become  vain  and  even  mischievous  when 
it  is  made  the  criterion  of  judgment.  Examples  will 
occur  to  all  my  hearers  in  which  particular  events 
and  particular  persons  have  been  for  the  moment 
invested  by  hasty  interpreters  with  a  dignity  of 
praise  or  blame  which  a  few  years  later  those  very 
interpreters  would  have  been  compelled  greatly  to 
modify.  We  can  all  see,  as  we  look  down  a  common 
chart  of  history,  how  prophecy  would  be  interpreted, 
if  we  know  not  how  it  was  interpreted,  at  particular 
epochs,  by  persons  reading  its  language  through  the 
medium  of  contemporary  feeling.  And  possibly  the 
fault,  so  far  as  it  was  not  caused  by  the  mere  passions 
of  the  moment,  may  have  lain,  not  so  much  in  apply- 
ing as  in  restricting ;  not  so  much  in  saying.  This  is 
a  legitimate  use,  as  in  saying.  This  is  the  designed 
and  the  only  meaning,  of  such  or  such  a  particular 
prediction  contained  in  the  word  of  Eevelation.  We 
can  understand  that  a  certain  principle  may  have  been. 
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Sermon   involved  in  such  or  such  a  contest,  or  exhibited  in 

—  such  or  such  a  character;  and  that,  as  far  as  it  was 

so,  it  may  have  fallen  within  the  scope  of  a  certain 
warning  of  danger  or  a  certain  prophecy  of  judgment ; 
and  yet  that  it  woidd  have  been  both  unjust  and 
irrational  to  tie  down  that  prophecy  to  this  one  sole 
use;  a  disproportionate  and  therefore  false  view  of 
the  inspired  declaration ;  a  dishonour  done  to  infinite 
wisdom  by  a  misreading  of  existing  facts  under  the 
influence  of  an  excited  and  therefore  shortlived  feel- 
ing. We  can  all  imagine,  if  we  are  not  all  cognizant 
of,  applications  of  the  very  prophecy  before  us  made 
some  fifty  years  ago,  which  all  would  repudiate  now, 
nay,  which  some  might  be  inclined  to  replace  by 
another,  equally  narrow,  erroneous,  and  transient. 
We  cannot  attempt  these  things  with  safety.  We 
cannot  trust  the  human  judgment  which  would 
attempt  to  pass  God's  sentence  upon  the  present. 
We  cannot  tell  how  He  regards  it,  if  only  because 
we  know  not  how  we  shall  ourselves  regard  it  fifty 
or  even  five  years  hence.  Upon  the  moral  character 
of  actions — our  own  first  of  all — God's  seal  of  right- 
eous approval  or  disapproval  is  set  visibly  and  legibly. 
If  we  know  a  deed  done,  know  the  whole  of  it,  with 
its  circumstances  and  its  motives ;  or  if  we  really 
have  the  materials  for  estimating  a  whole  character — 
and,  again  I  say,  most  especially  with  reference  to 
our  own — ^we  can  declare  even  now  that  the  one  is 
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either  right  or  wrong,  the  other  either  good  or  evil.    Sermon 
But  we  dare  not  say  what  place  that  right  or  wrong — 


deed,  that  good  or  evil  character,  holds  relatively  to 
the  whole  of  time,  or  to  the  entire  counsel  of  God. 
We  look  on,  with  interest,  with  anxiety,  with  awe, 
upon  events  as  they  pass,  upon  men  who  rise,  and 
rule,  and  make  war  and  peace,  and  foster  or  oppress 
God's  truth  and  God's  servants :  but  we  do  not  pre- 
sume to  say  that  it  is  of  this  man  or  of  that  man 
particularly  that  God  has  spoken,  any  further  than 
that  it  is  He  who  ruleth  above  all  at  all  times  in  the  Dan.  iv.  25. 
kingdom  of  men,  and  that  He  weighs  both  high  and 
low  in  the  balance  of  an  infallible  and  an  impartial 
judgment.  That  humility  which  we  would  learn 
with  reference  to  the  boundaries  of  our  knowledge, 
we  must  learn  also,  in  the  second  place,  with  refer- 
ence to  our  inability  to  estimate  correctly  the  place 
which  our  own  times  shall  eventually  hold  in  the 
scale  of  a  relative  and  a  comparative  importance. 

2.  Yet,  after  this  first  lesson  has  been  thoroughly 
learned,  we  shall  find  that  enough  is  left  to  us  in  this 
very  Chapter  to  quicken  every  energy  of  our  minds 
into  an  earnest  looking  after  those  things  which  are  Luke  xxi. 

26 

coming  on  the  earth.  What  does  the  Apostle  here 
seem  to  say  ?  If  we  read  his  words  for  the  first  time, 
before  controversy  had  usurped  them,  should  we  not 
all  gather  this  from  them— ^can  we  doubt  that  the 
Thessalonians,  unless  strongly  guarded  a^^ixi'sX.  \\.\s^ 

E  E 
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Sermon    some  earlier  communication,  must  have  gathered  this 

—  from  them — that  St.  Paul,  writing  by  the  inspiration 

of  God,  predicts  a  very  incarnation  of  evil  before  the 
end  comes  ?    Listen  once  more :  That  day  shall  not 
come  J  unless  the  man  of  sin,  the  son  of  perdition^  he 
first  revealed  .  .  .  who  opposeth  and  exalteth  himself 
against  all  that  is  called  Ood  or  that  is  w(yrshipped^ 
so  that  he,  as  God,  sitteth  in  the  temple  of  God,  show- 
ing  himself  that  he  is  God*  .  .  .  And  then  shall  that 
wicked  one  he  revealed,  whom  the  Lord  shall  consume 
with  the  hreath  of  His  mouth,  and  shall  destroy  with 
the  brightness  of  His  coming  ;  even  him,  whose  coming 
%s  after  the  working  of  Satan  with  all  power  and  signs 
and  lying  wonders.     The  words  seem  to  point  all  one 
way;  to  some  concentration,  some  impersonation,  some 
incarnation,  of  evil.     Surely,  if  not  to  one  living  man 
in  whom  the  very  power  of  Satan  himself  is  embo- 
died and  developed,  yet  at  least  to  some  system,  some 
combination  of  living  agents,  to  which  a  personal 
appellation  could  be  affixed  without  a  violent  abuse 
of  terms,  some  open  antagonism  against  truth,  against 
holiness,  against  the  Gospel,  against  Christ,  against 
God  Himself,  upon  which  shall  speedily,  if  not  in- 
stantly, descend  the  yet  more  crushing  might  of 
good,  nay,  upon  which  or  upon  whom  shall  burst 
the    appalling    revelation   of   Christ  Himself   from 
heaven,  with  a  decisive  stroke  of  discomfiture,  with 
I  a  consuming  thunderbolt  of  judgment.    Need  I  say, 


THE  MAN  OP  SIN.  419 

to  any  one  here  present,  that  such  a  person,  or  such    Ssrmon 

a  combination,  thus  openly  hostile  to  God,  and  (yet 

more)  thus  instantly  visited  by  the  return  of  Christ 
for  judgment,  has  never  yet  been  realized  on  the 
earth?  Unchristian,  ungodly,  violent,  cruel  men — 
unchristian,  superstitious,  foolish,  inmioral  systems — 
these  there  have  been :  single  rulers,  like  Nero, 
Diocletian,  or  Julian,  who  set  themselves  to  trample 
out  the  Gospel  from  the  earth;  combined  powers, 
such  as  that  of  the  Papacy,  which  have  distorted 
Christianity  into  a  caricature  offensive  alike  (so  far 
as  its  distinctive  features  go)  to  reason  and  to  reve- 
lation ;  social  systems,  like  that  of  the  first  French 
Eevolution,  which  have  done  despite  to  God  Himself, 
and  worshipped  openly  as  their  deity  the  vilest  pas- 
sions of  a  fallen  nature :  types,  all  of  these,  of  that 
wicked  one,  of  that  man  of  sin,  that  son  of  perdition, 
of  whom  St.  Paul  has  here  written,  but  no  one  of 
them  satisfying  the  prediction,  no  one  of  them  fdl- 
fiUing  its  terms,  and  no  one  of  thein  finally  over- 
thrown by  the  very  coming  of  the  Lord  from  heaven. 
That  still  remains :  and  we  may  well  doubt  whether, 
amidst  all  the  wild  confusions  of  thought  and  action 
in  these  marvellous  times,  we  have  yet  seen  the  birth, 
or  at  least  the  maturity,  of  that  man,  or  that  power 
— call  it  which  we  may — in  whom  or  in  which  the 
mystery  shall  be  accomplished,  and  whose  ruin  shall 
be  consummated  by  the  Epiphany  of  Christ'^  '^^•^- 

£  E  2 
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Stomoh    sence.     Therefore  I  say  that  the  eye  of  Christian 

L_  expectation  may  well  be  strained  to  the  utmost,  and 

the  wings  of  human  imagination  stretched  as  for  a 
boundless  flight,  in  waiting  and  watching  for  those 
last  signs  of  all  which  shall  prognosticate  the  actual 
coming,  and  introduce  the  end  of  time.  We  desire 
not  to  be  wise  above  what  is  written :  but  we  must 
guard  the  written  Word  itself  against  mean  and 
grovelling  applications :  we  must  refuse,  until  the  last 
close  shall  refute  our  conclusions,  to  believe  that 
St.  Paid  wrote  thus  when  he  meant  something  in- 
finitely less,  infinitely  different,  or  when  in  reality 
he  had  no  message  to  convey  beyond  that  which  the 
instincts  of  his  own  reason  could  have  dictated  apart 
from  God. 

There  is  room,  I  say,  for  the  operation  of  curiosity, 
of  wonder,  of  awe,  yes  of  fear,  as  to  those  scenes 
which  have  yet  to  be  played  out  upon  the  stage  of 
this  earth.  We  can  see  nothing  incredible,  and 
nothing  unworthy,  in  some  such  manifestation  (before 
the  time  of  the  end)  of  the  wicked  one  in  human 
form,  and  in  the  fullest  exercise  of  all  that  malignity, 
all  that  subtlety,  all  that  cruelty,  and  all  that  hatred 
of  God,  which  is  characteristic  of  him,  as  shall  bring 
into  a  definite  compass  the  great  struggle  between 
good  and  evil,  shall  compel  men  to  take  an  open  side 
with  the  one  or  with  the  other,  and  make  the  second 
Advent  of  Christ  the  direct  intervention  of  a  De- 
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liverer  and  a  Conqueror.  Such  was  the  expectation  ®y^j^ 
of  the  Church  in  its  early  age :  I  am  far  j&om  think- 
ing  that  the  change  which  has  come  over  it  within 
the  last  three  centuries  has  been  altogether  a  change 
to  the  more  reasonable  or  the  more  true.  The 
restriction — I  do  not  say  the  application  in  a  modified 
sense,  but  the  restriction — of  this  prophecy  to  the 
errors  or  the  mischiefs,  the  sins  or  the  crimes,  of 
one  particular  perverted  form  of  Christianity,  has 
savoured  quite  as  much  of  the  party-spirit  of  man  as 
of  the  immutable  wisdom  and  jealous  truthfulness  of 
God.  Let  every  form  of  error  be  assailed  with  the 
weapons  which  befit  it :  there  may  be  some  such 
weapons  in  this  Chapter,  as  certainly  there  are 
abundant  weapons  in  other  parts  of  Scripture,  with 
which  to  meet  the  aggressions  and  to  humble  the 
pretensions  of  the  Church  of  Rome.  But  that  the 
prophecy  before  us  neither  begins  there  nor  ends 
there,  I  am  deeply  convinced.  It  points  still  onward, 
onward  still ;  and  then  only  will  it  have  received  its 
last,  its  highest  fulfilment,  when  it  has  met  with  that 
particular  developement  of  evil,  be  it  what  it  may, 
which,  in  the  first  place,  contains  in  it  no  element 
whatever  of  a  true  faith  and  no  possibility  whatever 
of  a  Christian  practice,  and  which,  in  the  second  place, 
is  proved  by  the  event  itself  to  be  that  special  and 
culminating  wickedness  which  brings  down  upon 
itself  the  veiy  interposition  of  Christ  for  judgment. 
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Sbbmon        3.     I  hiave  drawn  from  this  prophecy  a  lesson  of 

1—  humility,  and  a  lesson  of  expectation.     Let  me  add, 

in  the  third  place,  a  lesson  of  vigilance.  Let  me 
remark  upon  the  necessity  for  personal  watchfal- 
ness,  arising  out  of  the  indications  already  percep- 
tible of  a  preparation  for  the  last  outbreak  of  evil. 
The  mystery  of  iniquity ,  St.  Paul  said  even  in  those 
early  days,  doth  already  work.  The  iniquity  spoken 
of  is  "lawlessness:"  the  wicked  one  predicted  is  the 
"lawless"  one.  The  great  characteristic  of  the  man 
of  sin  is  his  exaltation  of  himself  against  every  thing 
bearing  the  name  of  God,  against  everything  claim- 
ing the  reverence  or  rousing  the  awe  of  man.  Need 
I  say  how  descriptive  this  language  is  of  the  times 
in  which  our  own  lot  is  cast?  National  prosperity 
may  prevent  outbursts  of  violence :  the  respectability 
as  well  as  the  humanity  of  rulers  may  present  few 
points  on  which  misrepresentation  or  disaffection  can 
fasten.  This  is  well  while  it  lasts :  we  may  thank 
God  for  it.  But  never  was  there  a  time  in  which 
obedience,  as  such,  was  rarer  or  more  exceptional : 
family  obedience,  civil  obedience,  ecclesiastical  obedi- 
ence. Everything  is  canvassed ;  and,  where  respect 
is  rendered,  it  is  given,  not  to  authority,  but  to  tried 
and  approved  authority ;  rendered  not  as  a  duty  but 
as  an  act  of  will.  Perhaps  it  is  more  valuable 
so  :  certainly  it  is  good  for  the  superior  to  feel  that 
without  merit  he  cannot  win  respect.     But  I  fear  we 
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do  not  err  in  seeing  a  spirit  of  lawlessness  even  in    Sermon 

these  its  less  dangerous  workings.     And  when  we '- 

turn  to  that  part  of  the  prediction  which  regards  the 
relations  of  man  towards  God,  I  much  fear  that  we 
see  a  yet  stronger  feature  of  resemblance  to  our  own 
times,  and  one  for  which  we  cannot  plead  the  same 
excuse.  In  religious  opinion  there  is  a  lawlessness 
now  which  it  is  vain  to  repress  by  claims  of  authority, 
but  which  yet  is  leading  men  every  day  further  and 
further  from  the  simplicity  of  the  faith  of  Christ 
There  is  a  want  of  reverence  abroad  amongst  us, 
which  makes  it  scarcely  an  exaggeration  to  say  of  us 
that  we  exalt  ourselves,  as  censors  and  judges,  above 
everything  that  is  called  God  or  that  is  worshipped. 
Enquiries  conducted  in  a  reverent  spirit,  with  prayer 
for  light,  amidst  habits  of  devotion,  with  watchful 
and  holy  lives,  will  never  end,  as  we  believe,  but  in 
faith  and  wisdom  :  but  is  that  the  spirit  in  which  all 
our  theological  writers,  all  our  candid  and  profound 
thinkers,  carry  on  their  researches  into  Divine  truth  ? 
We  ask  the  question,  but  we  cannot  answer  it.  And, 
alas!  for  the  multitude  of  men,  high  and  low, 
educated  and  imeducated,  who  in  these  days  sit  in 
judgment  on  every  mystery  of  doctrine  and  on  every 
form  of  worship,  how  can  we  dare  to  hope  that  any 
spirit  of  inward  reverence  presides  over  their  specula- 
tions, or  that  any  iota  of  the  faith  will  be  the  resi- 
duum of  their  (so  called)  mental  processes?     Too 
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Sermon   truly  may  we  say,  in  the  words  now  before  us,  The 

XXII.  'f  y 

—mystery  of  lawlessness  doth  already  work:  and,  when 


that  which  now  checks  it  shall  be  removed ;  when 
men's  minds  shall  have  become  habituated  to  a  freedom 
of  speculation  which  but  a  few  years  ago  would  have 
been  called  impiety,  and  it  shall  have  come  to  be 
regarded  as  an  old-fashioned  prejudice,  to  hold  in  its 
integrity  the  simple  faith  as  it  was  once  delivered  to 
the  saints ;  then  can  we  understand  how  readily  he 
may  strip  off  his  veil  who  is  to  come  amongst  us  as 
"  the  lawless  one,^'  how  instant  an  acceptance  he  may 
gain  for  his  lying  wonders,  how  speedy  may  be  the 
transition,  in  minds  thus  prepared,  from  holding  truth 
in  suspense  to  exchanging  it  for  "  the  lie." 

4.  And  therefore  I  would  add,  in  the  fourth  and 
last  place,  to  the  lessons  of  humility,  of  expectation, 
and  of  watchfulness,  a  lesson  also  of  discrimination ; 
drawn  from  the  observation  of  two  opposite  characters 
here  presented  to  us ;  of  the  persons  who  in  the  last 
great  conflict  shall  side  with  the  Wicked  one,  and  of 
those  who  in  the  same  crisis  of  their  fate  shall  remain 
faithful  to  their  Lord. 
Verses  to,       Of  the  former  two   things  are  said:   that  they 

12 

believed  not  the  truth,  or  received  not  the  love  of  the 
truth ;  and,  that  they  had  pleasure  in  unrighteousness. 
Verse  13.     Of  the  latter,  that  they  believed  the  truth,  and  were 
sanctified  by  the  Spirit. 

My  brethren,  this  brings  us  back  from  any  flights 
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of  imagination,  from  any  investigations  of  abstruse    Sermon 

doctrine,  from  any  general  reflections  upon  the  state 

of  opinion  now  or  upon  the  prospects  of  our  race  as 
revealed  to  us  by  prophecy,  and  fixes  our  whole 
attention  on  the  two  personal  questions.  Have  I 
believed  the  truth  ?  and  am  I  following  after  holiness  ? 
Strange  that  it  should  be  needful  to  ask  the  former  of 
these  questions !  What  are  we  ?  Are  we  not  Christ- 
ians ?  Do  we  not  believe  in  Christ  as  our  Saviour? 
Do  we  not  worship  Him,  weekly,  daily,  in  public,  in 
private,  as  our  Eedeemer,  our  Propitiation,  our  Lord? 
Yes,  we  do  all  these  things :  but  I  must  ask,  yet 
again,  Have  we  received  the  love  of  the  truth  ?  Is 
the  Gospel  real,  is  it  comforting,  is  it  strengthening, 
to  us — that  Gospel,  I  mean,  that  true  message  from 
God  to  sinners,  which  tells  of  sin  put  away  by  the 
sacrifice  of  Christ,  of  Christ  ever  living  to  be  the 
Intercessor  and  the  Life?  Have  we  received  the 
love  of  the  truth  ?  We  all  know  that :  do  we  love 
the  revelation  of  "  God  with  us?"  do  we  love  Him 
who  is  thus  revealed  ?  And,  if  we  do,  then  are  we 
seeking  day  by  day  the  presence  within  us  of  His 
Holy  Spirit,  bringing  every  part  of  our  lives,  every 
corner  of  our  hearts,  into  His  bright  and  searching 
light,  desiring  that  it  may  be  shone  upon,  desiring 
that  it  may  be  transformed,  by  His  immediate  pre- 
sence, by  His  quickening  power  ? 

If  these  things  are  true  of  us,  then  we  shall  be  aafe. 
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Sermon    in  the  day  of  the  revelation  of  the  Wicked  one.     He 

XXII. 

1_  will  "  have  nothing  "  in  us ;  no  wavering,  no  reluctant 

30.  *  faith,  glad  to  take  refuge  in  the  lie ;  no  inconsistent, 
no  crooked  life,  glad  to  be  excused  from  the  effort 
after  holiness.  To  us  it  will  he  no  satisfaction  to  be 
offered  something  more  rational  than  a  crucified 
Saviour :  to  us  it  will  be  no  comfort  to  be  told  that 
we  may  sin  and  not  die.  The  delusion  may  be 
strong,  the  apostasy  may  be  general :  but  we  shall 
have  a  safeguard  withinj  the  same  presence  which 
has  raised  us  out  of  sin,  which  has  cheered  us  under 
sorrow,  which  has  often  lightened  our  darkness  and 

Johnx.4,5.  made  our  weakness  strong.  We  know  that  voice  too 
well  to  mistake  another's  for  it :  we  have  waited  for 
that  coming  too  long  to  accept  in  its  stead  another 

Psalm  xcL  hope.  A  thousand  may  fall  beside  us,  and  ten 
thousand  at  our  right  hand :  but  the  infection  shall 
not  come  nigh  us  :  He  whose  we  are  will  tmn  aside 
the   poisoned   arrow   from   our   heart,    and    at   the 

Lukexxi.   moment  of  our  sorest  need  we  shall  look  up,  and 

28 

lift  up  our  heads,  and  behold  redemption,  yea,  the 
Redeemer  Himself,  at  last  drawing  nigh ! 


SERMON  XXIII. 


THE  WAGES  OF  SIN  AXD  THE  GIFT  OF  GOD. 


EPISTLE  FOR  THE  SEVENTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  TRINITY. 

Romans  yi.  19 — 23. 

19  /  SPEAK  a  human  thing ^  because  of  the  infii^mity  of  your 
flesh.  For,  as  ye  presented  ycmr  members  as  slaves  to  unclean- 
ness,  and  to  lawlessness  unto  lawlessness,  so  now  present  your 

20  memhers  as  slaves  to  righteousness  unto  holiness.  For^  when 
ye  were  slaves  of  sin,  ye  were  free  in  regard  to  righteousness, 

21  Wliat  fruit  had  ye  then  at  that  time  (in  things)  of  which  ye 

22  are  now  ashamed  ?  for  the  end  of  those  things  is  death.  But 
now,  being  set  free  from  sin,  and  enslaved  to  God,  ye  have 

23  your  fruit  unto  holiness,  and  the  end  eternal  life.  For  the 
wages  of  sin  are  death :  but  the  free  gift  oj  God  is  eternal 
life  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord, 


I 
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THE  WAGES  OF  SIN  AND  THE  GIFT  OF  GOD. 


Romans  vi.  23. 

The  wages  of  sin  is  death :  hiU  the  gift  of  Ood  is  eternal  life  through 

Jesus  Christ  o%i/r  Lord. 


The  whole  Gospel  is  summed  up  in  this  contrast.  ^|V?^ 
What  we  are  by  nature ;  what  we  should  have  come 
to,  if  we  had  been  let  alone ;  what  we  shall  come  to  if 
we  let  ourselves  alone  :  on  the  other  hand,  what  we 
are  by  grace;  what  God  has  done  for  us,  and  in 
whom;  and  where  it  is  to  be  sought,  and  how  it  may 
be  found :  all  these  things  are  contained  in  the  brief 
verse  read  as  the  text,  and  our  work  will  only  be  to 
open  it  by  God's  help,  so  that  its  contents  may  be 
seen,  apprehended,  and  appropriated  by  us  all. 

The  verse  before  us  is  the  last  verse  in  a  Chapter. 
It  is  also  the  close  of  an  argument. 

St.  Paul  has  been  making  a  very  strong  statement 
of  the  blessings  into  which  Christ's  Redemption  admits 
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Sermon    all  who  believe.     The  foregoing  Chapter  has  ended 
'—  with  these  emphatic  words.    But,  where  sin  abounded, 


Rom.  V.  20,  ^race  did  much  more  abound:  that,  as  sin  reigned  in 
death,  as  the  field  of  its  manifestation,  the  arena  of  its 
triumph,  so  also  might  grace  reign  through  righteous- 
ness unto  eternxzl  life  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
So  broad  a  declaration  of  the  conquest  of  sin  by  grace 
might  seem  almost  to  make  the  existence  of  sin  a 
matter  of  indifierence.     May  not  sin  itself  redound  to 
God's  glory  in  forgiving  and  in  outdoing  it  ?     Such 
is  the  question  with  which  the   Chapter  before  us 
opens.     And  it  needs  indeed  a  scribe  well  instructed 
(like  St.  Paul)  in  the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  rightly  to  combine  the  two  halves  of  the  true 
doctrine ;  the  inexhaustible  store  of  pardon,  and  the 
sinfulness  of  that  sin  which  has  to  draw  upon   it. 
Some  men  cramp  and  fetter  the  freedom  of  the  promise : 
other  men  leave  it  open  to  an  almost  inevitable  abuse. 
Not  so  did  the  inspired  Apostle.     He  first  declares 
plainly  the  freedom  of  the  promise;  and  he  then  shows, 
not  where  it  fails,  not  the  case  which  it  is  inadequate 
to  meet,  but  the  utter  incongruity  of  a  life  of  sin  with 
a  state  of  grace,  the  utter  impossibility  of  one  who  has 
died  with  Christ,  and  risen  with  Christ,  and  ascended 
with  Christ — of  one  who  is  united  to  Christ,  as  every 
Christian  is  united  to  Him,  by  a  union  dating  from 
the  individual  appropriation  of  Redemption  in  Bap- 
tism— continuing  earthly  and  carnal  and  sinful,  dead 
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in  sin  while  Christ  is  alive  with  God,  the  creature  of  Sermon 
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time  and  sense  while  the  Saviour  with  whom  he  is '.- 

one  has  passed  through  the  heavens  into  the  cloudless 
light,  into  the  eternal  life,  above. 

The  time  would  fail  us  to  pursue  the  argument 
through  all  its  details.  Enough  for  our  present  purpose 
will  be  found  in  the  verses  immediately  preceding  the 
text.  They  contain  a  recapitulation  and  an  applica- 
tion of  the  whole. 

/  speak  a  human  thing — I  use  a  human  com-  Verse  19. 
parison,  repeated  in  the  words  which  follow — because 
of  the  infirmity  of  your  fksh ;  because  of  that 
weakness  in  apprehending  spiritual  things  which  is 
inseparable  from  your  condition  as  persons  still  in  the 
body.  F(yr — I  repeat  the  same  comparison  which  I 
have  already  employed  to  illustrate  my  meaning — as 
ye  did  formerly  present  your  members,  the  members  of 
your  body,  and  the  faculties  of  your  natural  mind,  as 
slaves  to  uncleanness,  and  to  lawlessness  unto  (to  work, 
lawlessness  ;  so  now  present  your  members  as  slaves  to 
righteousness  unto  holiness.  The  comparison  employed, 
from  the  sixteenth  verse  onwards,  is  that  of  a  master 
and  a  slave.  St.  Paul  tells  us,  humbling  as  it  may  be 
to  human  pride,  that  we  cannot,  any  one  of  us,  be  ab- 
solutely free :  we  must  have  a  master,  and  we  cannot 
have  two  masters :  but  we  have  a  choice.  We  cannot 
be  free,  but  we  may,  and  indeed  must,  exercise  one 
power  of  freedom,  that  of  choosing  our  service.     On 
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Sermon   the  one  side,  bidding,  as  it  were,  for  our  allegiance, 

—  stands  Sin ;  that  great  tyrant,  who  knows  well  how 

to  deck  out  his  yoke  with  gay  colours ;  nay,  how  to 
represent  that  it  is  no  yoke  at  all,  but  a  mere  self- 
pleasing,  a  mere  regard  to  what  is  pleasant,  to  what  is 
easy,  to  what  is  natural,  agreeable  to  inclination  in 
each  particular  point ;  but  who,  none  the  less  for  this, 
is  a  tyrant,  and  a  stem  and  cruel  as  well  as  powerful 
tyrant,  over  all  who  yield  themselves  to  his  direction. 
This  is  one  alternative.  Sin:  personified  here  as  a 
living  power,  a  real  person,  to  whom  we  are  invited  to 
surrender  ourselves,  our  bodies  and  minds,  the  members 
of  the  one,  the  faculties  of  the  other,  to  be  his  instru- 
ments, the  implements  of  his  service.  Sin,  the  antagonist 
of  God ;  Sin,  the  self-will,  as  opposed  to  God's  will ;  Sin, 
the  contradiction  of  duty  ;  Sin,  the  personification  of 
the  fallen  as  opposed  to  the  original  nature.  On  the 
other  side  stands  Righteousness;  personified  also; 
called  in  a  former  verse  "obedience;"  that  is,  obedi- 
ence to  the  rightful  authority,  the  authority  of  God 
Himself;  Eighteousness,  which  is  the  will  of  God ; 
Righteousness,  which  is  the  constant  reference  of 
everything,  and  in  everything,  to  what  God  would 
have  us  to  be  and  to  do.  And  the  charge  is,  that,  as 
we  once  gave  ourselves  up  to  sin,  whatever  the  parti- 
cular direction  in  which  it  turned  us,  so  now  we 
should  surrender  ourselves,  in  word  and  act,  in  body 
and  mind,  to  Righteousness:  unto  holiness/  to  live,  that 


% 
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is,  as  God's  consecrated  ones ;  in  all  the  peace  and  in   Sermon 
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all  the  dignity  of  persons  set  apart  by  God  Himself '— 


for  His  immediate  use  and  service. 

The  following  verse  dwells  once  again  upon  the 
direct  contrariety  and  antagonism  which  exists  be- 
tween the  one  life  and  the  other.  For^  when  ye  were  Verse  20. 
slaves  of  sin,  ye  were  free  in  relation  to  righteousness. 
You  cannot  serve  both  at  once.  You  were  once 
serving  Sin;  obeying,  we  may  briefly  say,  inclina- 
tion in  all  things.  While  this  was  so,  the  other 
master,  Righteousness,  the  will  of  God,  had  no  hold 
upon  you.  You  were  free  regarding  it.  That  sounds 
like  an  advantage.  Freedom  is  a  great  object  with  us 
all.  What  fruit  then,  the  Apostle  adds,  what  advan-  Verse  21. 
tage,  what  profit,  had  ye  then,  at  that  time,  in  things 
of  which  ye  are  n^w  ashamed  f  He  bids  them  reflect 
upon  their  life  out  of  Christ  Was  it  a  happy  life  ? 
was  it  a  remunerative  life  ?  did  it  repay  you  V  Scarcely 
so  :  for  the  end  of  those  things,  of  a  life  of  self-pleasing 
and  sin,  is  death.  While  you  are  living  in  it,  it  may 
at  times  be  a  life  of  enjoyment,  as  it  certainly  is  at 
other  times  a  life  of  conscious  weariness,  disappoint- 
ment, and  disquiet :  but  look  to  the  end;  certainly  its 
end  will  not  be  blessed :  the  end  of  those  things — they 
may  last  for  fifty  or  sixty  or  seventy  years — but  the 
end  of  those  things,  of  such  a  life,  is  death. 

But  now,  having  been  liberated,  emancipated,  y>-07W  Terse  22, 
sinj  and  enslaved^  subjugated,  to  Ood,     Be  not  afraid 

F  F 
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a  thought  aaito  be  sl^yea  of  any  one  o^  qC  mjiipXig 


except  God  is  degi^diug-  mi  repuleiv^*    '^[^il^by^ 
to  God  "  meana  tbebeing^ntirely  ^&.;'Bi^  property, 
HiiB  charge^  Hla^  purefa^^  poaae^sioil;^'  thpoe  n^m 
He  has  thought  it  worth  Tv^hile  to  i3Mk»  Tiiar  oym 
twice  over,  first  by  oreaition,  th^i^  \jp  lie  blood:  o£  H.ia 
Scm;   ihose  whom  He  desigaa  to  e^nplpyr  i^  H^ 
mini^tera  and  His  instrumeats ;  those  for  whos^  well- 
being  He  is  responsible,  and  who  never,  by  any  act 
or  any  violence,  can  be  plucked  out  of  H5s.  hand* 
"  Servants  of  Gopl "  may  quit  Him,  may  part  from 
Him :  but  '^  slaves  of  God  '■  aije  His  for  ever.     This 
Tit»  L 1.     was  the  chosen  title  of  Apostles,  themselvesw    Paul,  a 
Bom.  1 1.   slave  of  God.    Paul,  a  slave  of  Jesus  Christ     Paul 
James  i  1.  and  Timothevs,  slaves  of  Jesus  Christ    James,  a  slave 
%  Pet.  II.  of  Ood  and  of  the  Lord  Jesvs  Christ     Simon  Peter,  a 
slave  and  an  Apostle  of  Jesus  Christ     So  it  is  here. 
Emancipated  from  sin,  and  enslaved^  to  God,  ye  have 
your  fruit  unto  holiness,  and  the  end  eternal  life.    The 
advantage  of  your  new  service  i$  holiness;  a  life  of 
consistent  and  successful  consecration  to  God :  and  its 
end  is,  not,  like  that  of  the  service  of  sin,  death,  butj 
on  the  very  contrary,  imnK)rtal,  everlasting,  eternsd 
iVerte  23,     life.     For  the  wages  of  sin  is  death  :■  hut  the  free  gift 
of  God  is  eternal  life  in  Christ  Jesus  owr  Lord, 

The  subject  thus  proposed  for  special  con&id^^on 
to-day  divides  itself  for  us  into  two  parts.     First,  ih^ 
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uHtffea  of~sm  is  deabJu.    SitQondl%  Aer  gift,  of  6hd  is    Ssbmoit 
eiemall^m  Ghriai\.  


Itlies^OB  the  9ur£Etce<)£  tkei  text  to  remaiL that  theie 

ift  a«  contcaat.  here,  as  between  the  nature  of  the  two 

raaalta,  so  also  between  theterms^of  the  two  afflryiceA 

Sin.  gives-  wages- :  what  Qvod  gives  to  His  servanta  is 

ft  gratuity..   Let  us  dwdl:  a  little  upeaa  this^  thou^t. 

The  word,  here  rendered  "wages"  i»  tiie  same 
which  is  used  in  Scripture  for  a  soldier'sr  pay..  Be  Liikeiii.l4. 
content  with  your  wagea,  was  the:  charge  of  John  the 
Baptist  to  the  soldiers  who  asked  of  him-  their  duty. 
Who  ffoeth  a  warfare  at  any  time  at  higs  ovm.  wages^  1  Cor.ix.  7. 
that  is,  fcr  pay  famished  by  himself?  was:  St.  Paul's 
question  to  those  who  would  grudge  to  a  minister  of 
the  Gospel  his  right  to  line  of  the  Qospd. 

But,  whether  in  its  application  to  the  pagr  of  a 
soldier  or  to  the:  wages  of  a  servant,  the  whole  point 
of  the  expression  lies  in  this ;  that  certain  work  done 
has  a  right  to  a  certain  remuneration.  The  wages  of 
sin,  in  like  mann^,.will  be,  the  remuneration,  which 
sin  gives>  for  work  done  in  its  service. 

My  brethren,  it  is  a  sad  and  a  solemn  subject,  but 
not  on  that  account  is  it  the  less  needful  that  it  be 
sometimes  brought  before  us  in  the  congregation:  how 
sin  repays  those,  who,  in  the  alternative  presented  to 
each  of  us  as  to  our  choice  of  a  master,  have  been  un- 
happy enough  to  make  the  wrong  choice ;  to  have 
chosen  the  service  of  sin  and  not  the  service  of  God. 

F  F  2 
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Sermon       Let  US  not  forget  that  Sin  is  a  word  of  wide  import, 
1—  We  can  all  assent  to  the  truth  of  the  statement  before 


us,  if  it  be  restricted  to  the  case  of  great  excesses  of 
wrong-doing ;  to  the  case  of  the  dishonest,  the  in- 
temperate, the  grossly  profligate,  who  reap  the  fruit  of 
their  evil  deeds  in  bodily  disease  or  in  civil  punish- 
ment. Great  cause  indeed  have  such  persons  to  say 
to  themselves,  In  serving  Sin,  I  have  served  a  very 
just  master.  For  each  one  of  my  dishonest  acts,  for 
ea.h  one  of  my  sinM  lusts,  Sin,  my  master,  has  given 
me  a  definite  and  a  very  exact  equivalent.  I  squan- 
dered my  money  in  riotous  living,  and  I  have  come  to 
penury.  I  neglected  my  health,  I  despised  the  warn- 
ing of  the  physician,  I  deemed  myself  exempted  from 
the  common  conditions  of  the  bodily  frame ;  and  I  am 
now  a  wreck  of  what  I  was,  every  organ  disarranged, 
and  the  whole  existence  a  burden  and  a  curse.  I  gave 
no  heed  to  the  voice  of  conscience,  I  treated  as  a  dead 
letter  the  terrors  alike  of  man  and  God,  I  went  on  as 
though  none  would  ever  see,  as  though  the  Judge 
himself  were  in  league  and  concert  with  the  criminal; 
and  at  last  I  found  that,  in  deed  and  in  truth,  God  is, 
and  is  a  just  God:  Sin  paid  me  my  wages,  and, 
behold,  they  were  exactly  counted,  and  short  neither 
Gal.  vi.  7.  in  tale  nor  weight  1  Be  not  deceived :  God  ts  not 
mocJced :  for^  whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that  shall  he 
also  reap.  There  is  a  sowing  and  a  reaping :  there  is 
also  a  working  and  a  wage  I 
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But,  though  less  obviously,  it  is  not  less  really   Sermon 
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true,  in  reference  to  cases  far  short  of  criminal  excess. 

We  see  it  in  the  way  in  which  sin  pays  in  kind,  A 
man  neglects  prayer,  neglects  his  Bible,  neglects  the 
Sunday,  once  :  that  is  sin ;  it  is  a  contradiction  of  the 
known  will  of  God,  He  supposes  himself  free  to 
resume  any  of  these  intermitted  habits  when  he  will : 
he  is  his  own  master,  he  thinks,  and  what  he  has  to- 
day willed  one  way,  he  may  to-morrow  will  the  other. 
But  Sin  is  standing  over  him,  and  mocking  his  vain 
calculations.  He  has  done  a  piece  of  work  for  Sin 
to-day,  and  Sin  will  pay  him  his  wages  in  inclining 
him  to  do  the  same  to-morrow.  To-morrow  it  wiU 
be  easier  to  him  to  sia  To-morrow  the  voice  of 
inclination  will  be  stronger,  and  the  voice  of  conscience 
weaker,  and  thus  he  will  do  again  as  he  has  done 
once,  and  find  it  far  less  difficult  and  at  the  time  far 
less  remorseful 

That  is  sin,  which  contradicts  the  will  of  Goi  No 
sin  can  be  really  more  sinful,  by  whatever  name  it 
may  disguise  itself,  than  that  of  a  predominant  un- 
godliness; an  habitual  living  without  God,  apart 
from  Christ,  in  a  world  which  God  has  created,  which 
Christ  has  redeemed.  I  am  sure  I  need  not  say  how 
this  sort  of  sin  repays  its  service.  I  am  sure  I  need 
not  say  how  retributive,  how  strictly  retributive,  is 
that  consequence  which  follows  such  a  life ;  how  very 
dreary  it  is  in  dark  days  to  have  no  light  above.\  Wr 


4SI  '9nE  WACffie  -OF  sin 

SnuoR   Terr  toady  it  is  in  times  of  Wewrement  to  hove  no 

xKni.      .       . 
1-  &iBnd  in  heaven;  how  very  formidable  it  is  in  BeasooB 


ef  danger,  in  the  approach  fof  deaths  to  have   no 

guiding  hand,  no  experienced  oaro^  no  trusted  k>vte, 

1  Pet.iy.i9.  to  which  to  Commit  the  keeping  of  '&e  -life  and  of  tine 

BOld. 

And  here  we  approach  the  question,  What  are  isixi'i 
wages?     The  wages  cf  sin  IS  deatiL 

This  is  true  in  every  sense  in  wiiidi  the  "word 
^^death"  is  found  in  Scripture. 

It  is  trae'of  natural  death.  Though  not  the  "wages 
of  individual  sin,  in  all  who  undergo  it,  yet  even 
natural  death,  the  death  of  the  hoAy,  is  the  eonse- 
quenoe  of  sin.  But  for  sin,  tiiese  would  not  have 
been  deaths  Every  funeral  which  passes  us  in  our 
streets,  every  loss  which  occurs  in  our  families,  shoTild 
remind  us  of  sin;  and,  though  it  be  not  the  punish- 
ment  of  the  particular  sin  of  him  who  dies,  yet  it 
should  awaken  in  our  hearts  the  remembrance  of  siq 
generally,  and  of  our  own  individual  participation  in 
that  imiversal  defilement 

And  yet,  my  brethren,  natural  death  is  the  least 
part  of  sin's  wages.  Natural  death,  if  that  were  all, 
might  be  for  us,  as  it  has  been,  we  beHeve,  for  count- 
less thousands,  the  gate  of  life.  It  is  otherwise  wi£h 
the  second  kind  of  death  ;  spiritual  deaths  the  death 
of  the  soul.  If  the  life  of  the  soul  be  umon  wifh 
GoA,  the  deadi  of  the  soul  is  separaticm  irom  Qod. 


A^^i)  THiE  eiiF*r  o^  ood.  '^ 

The  Words  aife  soon  fepoketo:  separation  iirota  God.   «ermo* 

^vttt 

!Btit  O,  )oif  brethsten,  let  \&  reflect  upon  the  thing '- 


•spoken  of.  Wh<)  "that  has  known  the  fetJrugglie  of 
getting  back  to  GocI,  <5an  ^  insiensible  to  the  dark^ 
ness,  H;o  the  misety,  t6  the  all  but  hopelessness,  of 
that  slate  "i^hidi  makes  stich  a  struggle  necessary  ? 
Nothing  but  long  familiarity  t^ith  that  condition  cOidd 
^l&e  it  to9berkble  to  any  of  t».  Without  Ood  m  the  Epk  ii.  12. 
wc^lA:  ^hsii  can  be  mote  dre^dM  ?  We  can  iibaginb 
tv^hat  it  woldd  b^  ix)  can-y  about  a  dead  body  with  us : 
what  tnUst  it  be  to  ^Ay  aboUt  everywhere  with  ub  a 
dead  soul?  O,  there  is  a  pain  in  it,  be  quite  «ure; 
though  it  &  that  sort  of  dull  pain  which  we  can  just 
eiidute  so  long  aas  we  feel  it  to  be  inevitable.  But  let 
a  chance  of  tescape  Oome,  or  even  let  one  gleam  of  real 
light  shoot  ill  upon  oUr  darktiess^  revealing  it  to  us  as 
it  il3,  and  indeed  We  shall  see  that  the  death  of  the 
soul  is  tK)  light  matter  >  we  shall  see  that  the  wages 
of  sin  are  -not  all  fature,  not  all  waiting  till  a  future 
state  foir  pfcyinent,  but  allready  in  Course  of  pajment, 
already,  not  threatening  only,  but  pi-eparing  for^  a 
payment  In  full. 

The  Ml  payinetit  is  a  third  kind  of  death  mentioned 
in  Scripture ;  what  is  there  called  "  the  second  death."  Rev.xx.i4. 
It  would  be  presumptuous,  as  well  as  most  painful,  to 
dilate  upon  this  dreadful  thing  which  is  thus  described. 
But  Z  fear  we  must  say  that  it  is  the  consummation, 
the  certain  and  inevitable  consummation,  of  a  U&. 
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Sermon   spent  on  earth  either  in  sin  or  without  God ;  the  state 

XXIII. 

'—  into  which  entrance  is  given  by  the  reunion  of  a  dead 

soul  with  its  reanimated  body ;  the  state  of  one  who 
would  not  have  God  for  his  Father,  and  died  in  that 
refusal,  and  whose  day  of  grace  has  at  last  issued  in 

2  Cor.  V.  11.  an  eternity  of  darkness.  Knowing  therefore  the  terror 
of  the  Lord,  we  persuade  men. 

But  let  me  hope  that  the  thought  of  this  painful 
truth  has  disposed  some  hearts  in  this  congregation  to 
listen  to  the  gracious  revelation  which  accompanies  it. 
The  wages  of  sin  is  death  :  but  the  free  gift  of  God  is 
eternal  life  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord. 

The  free  gift  of  God,  God  does  not  give  wages. 
He  gives  something  far  better:  for  who  has  made  God 
his  debtor?  When  we  have  done  all  that  is  com- 
manded us — and  when  will  that  be,  for  any  man?  at 

Luke  xvii.  last  we  must  say,  We  are  unprofitable  servants :  we 
have  done  hut  that  which  it  was  our  duty  to  do.  God 
has  a  right  to  our  entire  obedience :  if  it  ever  were 
entire,  still  there  would  be  nothing  over ;  no  room  for 
claims  of  merit,  or  for  rewards  of  extra-service. 

And  He  waits  not  for  these.  He  begins  by  giving. 
No  one  can  serve  Him  till  he  has  first  received.  The 
service  of  God  does  not  consist  in  a  number  of  definite 
disjointed  acts,  but  in  a  certain  spirit,  a  certain  mind, 
towards  Him,  prompting  a  certain  kind  of  life  which 
has  been  as  simply  as  beautifully  described  in  the 
three  words,  "  companionship  with  God."  This  spirit 


AND  THE  GIFT  OP  GOD.  441 

with  all  which  precedes  and  all  which  results  from  it,    Sermon 

XXIII. 

God  must  give,  God  alone.  — 


I  say,  with  all  which  precedes  it.     Because  the 
spirit  itself,  which  is  God's  gift,  is  procured  by  some- 
thing else,  the  gift  of  Christ.   First,  a  free  forgiveness,  2  Cor.  v.  21. 
wrought  out  for  us  by  Christ  bearing  our  sins  :  then 
the  belief  of  that  forgiveness,  the  fleeing  for  refuge  Heb.vi.  18. 
into  the  harbour  of  God's  love  in  Christ :  then  the  Gal.  iv.  6. 
spirit  of  the  child  breathed  into  our  hearts,  crying 
"  Abba,  Father:"  and  then  the  daily  endeavour,  in  the 
strength  of  the  Divine  Spirit  within,  to  live  as  God^s 
children  should  live  in  the  midst  of  a  world  which  lJohnv.l9. 
still  too  much  lies  in  wickedness.      These  things, 
these  four  particulars,  may  all  be  considered  as  enter- 
ing into  the  composition  of  that  whole  for  which  we 
give  thanks,  when  we  say  with  St.  Paul,  Thanks  Je2Cor.ix.l5. 
unto  God  for  His  unspeakable  gift.     The  gift  of  Ood 
is  eternal  life  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord,     God  hath  IJohnv.ll. 
gi'oen  to  us  eternal  life:  and  this  life  is  in  His  Son, 
This  is  life  eternal;  that  they  might  know  Thee^  <Ae  Jolanxvii.3. 
only  true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  Thou  hast  sent. 

Life,  life  eternal,  is  union  with  God,  through  faith 
in  Christ,  by  the  Holy  Spirit.    " 

We  can  never  too  often  remind  you  how  very  near 
to  us  this  "life"  is.      Go,  stand  and  speak  in   ^Ae  Acts  v.  20. 
temple  to  the  people  all  the  words  of  this  life.     That 
was  the  charge  given  to  the  Apostles,   when  the 
Angel  by  night  opened  the  prison  doors,  and  brought 
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^^tiCin   tbem  forth  to  resutae  their  mmistry^     And  it  is  still  as 
1-  much  as  ever  the  one  busintfls  bf  Chi*ist's  ^imste^s  to 


endeftrottrto  makethat.cne&sage  atidlble;  to  end^vonr, 
Gk)d  lielpiug  4^601,  to  'Spettk  to  liieir  p^Q|>le  all  the 
words  of  thiiB  liSdf  thlfe  eter^l  life,  which  God  hi^ 
giv6n  :to  tis  iu  His  Son.  We  do  not  like  1^  llmgoagie 
of  reproofs;  we  thiii  that  God  has  taught  tts  la  taote 
pefsuadve  knguage :  but  We  do  not  disguise  ftom 
ourselves,  and  we  mtist  tiot  disguise  from  you,  that 
dead  souls  are  often  found  in  living  bodies,  and  that 
there  is  but  one  way,  for  any  bf  us,  bf  finding  life  for 
our  souls,  even  in  coming  to  God  through  Christ,  and 
continuing  with  Him,  wh«i  we  have  thus  come,  by  a 
true  and  earnest  faith ;  that  sort  of  faith  which  looks 
upward,  in  prayer,  in  watchfulness,  in  earnest  longing, 
alid  seeA,  behind  the  cloud  which  forbids  the  entrance 

Heb.xi.27.  bf  the  ^e  of  sense,  One  Who  is  invisible  indeed  but 
&r  tnorfe  real  than  anything  that  is  seert.  One  who 
liv6fe  and  actSj  who  loves  and  may  be  loved  and  bids 
u6  love  Him^  One  who  upbraids  us  not  with  the  past 
if  only  We  will  oast  it  aWay  and  take  refuge  from  it  in 
Him,  One  Who  will  li^ver  leave  not  forsake  Us  till  He 
has  carried  us  safely  over  the  Waves  of  this  trouble- 
some world  into  the  still  calm  waters  of  an  everlasting 
haven. 

Johnxiv.6.  Eternal  life  ih  Christ  Jesu^  our  Lord.  iNo  man 
cometh  to  the  Father^  hut  by  Htm.     No  man  can  abide 

iJohnT,12.  in  God,  but  He  who  rests  in  Christ.   He  that  hiith  the 
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Son  hath  life  :  and  he  that  hath  not  the  Son  of  God    Sermon 
hath  not  life,  '— 


My  brethren,  if  there  is  anything  between  you  and 
God,  any  cloud,  any  veil,  any  barrier,  any  gulf,  be 
quite  sure  it  is  something  in  you,  not  in  Him.  And 
be  quite  sure,  whatever  it  is,  that  you  cannot  too 
quickly  or  too  resolutely  cast  it  aside.  It  will  not 
make  you  happy.  It  may  give  you  wages,  but  it 
will  never  make  up  to  you  for  the  free  gift  How 
many — alas !  we  fear,  a  multitude  which  no  man  can 
number — are  just  missing,  all  through  life,  the  enjoy- 
ment, yes,theattainment,of  that  one  thing  which  would 
make  them  happy,  which  would  give  them  peace,  and 
which  lies,  all  the  time,  O  how  near  them  !  only  just 
out  of  their  sight ;  close  by  their  path;  directly  above 
them;  yea,  as  St.  Paul  expresses  it,  in  their  very 
mouth,  so  far  as  the  profession  of  it  is  concerned ;  in 
their  very  heart,  so  far  as  the  intellectual  knowledge 
of  it  can  profit  them !  O  that  they  could  be  induced — 
God  alone  can  do  this,  but  He  is  ready  to  do  it  for 
any  one  of  you— to  put  out  their  hand  to  receive 
God's  free  gift  I  It  is  a  simple  thing ;  it  is  an  easy 
thing :  men  who  have  done  it  marvel  how  they  could 
have  lived  so  long  without  doing  it ;  how  they  could 
have  endured  the  blank,  the  dreary  blank,  of  being 
without  it.  Only  believe  the  love  that  God  hath  to  l  John  iv. 
you  in  Christ :  and  then,  according  to  your  faith,  so  Matt!hL29. 
shall  it  be  to  you! 


SERMON    XXIV. 


THE  MATUEITY  OF  CHEISTIAN  EXPERIENCE. 


2  TmoTHT  I.  8—12. 

8  Be  not  therefore  ashamed  of  the  testimony  of  our  Lord,  nor 
of  me  His  prisoner;  hut  suffer  with  the  Gospel  according  to 

9  the  power  of  God,^  who  saved  us  and  called  us  tvith  a  holy 
calling,  not  according  to  our  works,  but  according  to  His 
own  purpose  and  free  favour  which  vxis  given  us  in  Christ 

10  Jesus  before  eternal,  times,  hut  was  manifested  now  hy  the 
appearing  of  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  {as)  having  abolished 
death  and  brought  to  light  life  and  incorruption  through 

11  the  Gospel,  unto  which  ^  I  was  appointed  a  herald  artdr  an 

12  apostle  and  a  teacher  of  the  Gentiles,  For  which  cause  I 
suffer  even  these  things;  but  I  am  not  ashamed  :  for  I  know 
Him  whom  I  have  trusted,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  He  is 
able  to  guard  my  deposit  against  that  day. 

*  In  Qod's  strength,  '  For  the  service  of  which  Ooapel. 


sermon;  XXIV. 

THE  MATURITY  OF  CHRISTIAN  E^PERIEKCE. 

%  TZtfOSHT  1. 12. 
I  hnow  whom  I  have  believed. 


We  have  passed,  between  last  Sunday  and  this,  from    Sermon 
one  of  the  two  earliest,  to  the  very  latest,  in  point  of - 


time>  of  all  the  Epistles  of  St  Paul.  There  is  some- 
thing proverbially  interesting  in  last  w^^rds.  The 
voice  which  speaks,  or  the  hand  which  writer,  for  the 
last  time  on  earth,  may  well  be  heard  or  read  with 
more  than  common  feeling.  Such  is  the  impression 
which  ought  to  be  made  upon  us,  and  which,  I  think, 
almost  insensibly  is  made  upon  us,  by  this  second 
Epistle  to  the  beloved  and  faithful  Timotheus.  There 
is  one  touching  passage  in  it^  which  speaks  directly 
of  the  approaching  end.  I  am  now  ready  to  he  offered^  2  Tim.  iv. 
and  the  time  of  my  departure  is  at  hand.  I  have 
fought  a  good  fffht,  I  have  finished  my  course^  I  have 
kept  the  faith.    Henceforth  there  is  laid  up  far  me  a 
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Sermon   crown  of  righteotisness,  which  the  Lordy  the  righteous 

XXIV.  • 

1—  Judge,  shall  give  me  at  that  day. 

But,  independently  of  this  marked  allusion  to  the 
coming  close  of  his  labours,  does  there  not  run 
throughout  the  whole  Epistle  a  golden  thread  of 
pathetic  feeling,  as  well  as  of  matured  experience, 
which  renders  it  peculiarly  affecting,  as  well  as  pecu- 
liarly instructive,  to  its  readers  in  every  age  ? 

This  is  a  very  different  thing  from  saying,  as  some 
have  said,  that  the  doctrine  of  St.  Paul  was  modified 
by  lapse  of  time,  or  that  the  language  of  his  Epistles 
to  the  Thessalonians  is  of  a  different  character  alto- 
gether from  that  of  his  Epistles  to  the  Ephesians, 
for  example,  or  the  Colossians.  Such  remarks  are 
a  straining  of  facts  to  suit  a  theory.  St.  Paul,  when 
he  wrote  to  the  Thessalonians,  was  as  much  an  in- 
spired man,  as  much  a  commissioned  and  divinely 
enlightened  Apostle,  as  he  was  when  he  finished  the 
volume  of  his  letters  with  the  fourth  chapter  of  this 
Epistle  to  Timothy.  He  had  had  nothing,  on  his 
own  part,  from  first  to  last,  to  retract  or  to  unsay,  he 
had  nothing  even  to  re-word  or  to  modify — though 
he  may  have  had  misconceptions  of  his  meaning  by 
others  to  repudiate  and  to  remove — throughout  the 
whole  course  of  his  ministry  from  his  conversion  to 
his  martyrdom. 

Indeed,  we  have  in  the  Epistle  before  us,  as  if  for 
the  very  purpose  of  precluding  such  an  idea  as  that 
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of  a  change  of  spirit  or  of  doctrine  in  the  course  of   Sermon 

XXIV. 

his  writings,  one  passage  standing  in  the  most  obvious 


agreement  with  his  language  to  the  Thessalonians 
examined  last  Sunday.  Those  perilotis  times  which,  2Tim.iii.l. 
as  a  later  chapter  of  this  Epistle  tells  us,  are  to 
come  in  the  last  days,  what  are  these  but  the  full 
developement  of  that  mystery  of  iniquity  which  2  Thesa.  ii. 
the  other  Epistle  tells  of  as  already  worhingy  and 
destined  to  a  final  revelation  before  the  second 
coming  of  the  Lord  from  heaven?  The  later  and 
the  latest  testimony  sets  its  seal  thus  distinctly  to 
the  earlier  and  the  earliest 

I  know  not  whether  there  may  not  be  something 
to  be  learned,  in  this  connection,  from  that  one  clause 
which  falls  somewhat  harshly  upon  the  ear  towards 
the  close  of  this  Epistle,  Alexander  the  coppersmith  2  Tim.  iv. 
did  me  much  evil:  the  Lord  reward  him  according  to 
his  works.  May  we  not  see  here,  what  has  often  been 
noticed  elsewhere  in  Sermons  from  this  place,  a  sort 
of  final  indication  of  the  naturalness  of  St  Paul's 
character;  how,  even  to  the  last,  there  was  a  zeal 
about  his  work,  and  an  impetuosity  of  eagerness  as 
to  its  success,  which  showed  itself,  in  some  of  the 
latest  lines  which  he  ever  wrote,  by  an  appeal  to 
God  in  its  behalf  against  its  adversaries,  which 
modern  feeling  might  almost  accuse  of  a  severity 
barely  compatible  with  charity  ? 

From  first  to  last  he  sets  himself  before  us  as  one 
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Sermon    man  not  many:  from  his  first  conversion  to  Christ 

XXIV 

L-  till  the  very  eve  of  his  death  for  Christ,  he  is  seen 


real  and  the  same ;  an  instrument  of  service  as  wisely 
selected  for  what  he  was  by  nature,  as  marvellously 
adapted  and  polished  by  a  process  not  of  nature  but 
of  grace.  For  let  us  never  forget  that  the  God  of 
grace  and  the  God  of  providence  is  one  God :  the 
endowments  of  nature  are  never  overlooked,  in  the 
choice  of  His  servants  to  do  His  work,  though  they 
need  to  be  disciplined,  consecrated,  and  transformed, 
by  the  higher  influence  of  His  Holy  Spirit  acting 
1  Cor.  xii.  upon  each  severally  as  He  will. 

The  doctrine  then  of  St.  Paul,  and  the  natural 
character  of  St  Paul,  were  the  same  from  first  to 
last :  there  was  no  change  in  the  one,  there  was  no 
obliteration  of  the  other.  But  what  shall  we  say  of 
the  course  of  his  religious  character?  Was  there 
any  gradual  formation,  was  there  any  such  thing  as 
weaker  and  stronger,  lower  and  higher,  observable 
in  his  history  as  a  man  of  faith,  as  a  child  of  God  ? 
It  has  been  supposed  so :  and,  within  certain  limits, 
we  may  well  admit  it.  It  is  not  very  often  in  his 
writings  that  he  alludes  to  what  is  passing  in  his 
own  mind,  as  distinguished  from  that  in  which  he 
regards  those  to  whom  he  writes  as  participating. 
But  there  are  at  least  three  passages  in  which  the 
pei-sonal  thought  is  predominant.  And  they  occur 
in  this  order;  each  separated  from  the  other  by  a 
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considerable  interval  of  years.      There  is  first  the    Sermon 

XXIV 

passage  in  which  he  says  to  the  Corinthians,  /  Iceep 


under  my  hody  and  hring  it  into  subjection —  and  the 
expressions  in  the  original  are  stronger  still,  and  yet 
more  remarkable — lest  that  by  any  means,  when  I  have 
preached  to  others,  I  myself  should  be  a  castaway.  The 
words  are  those,  not  of  a  combatant  only,  but  of  a 
combatant  who  can  at  least  conceive  the  idea  of 
defeat.  They  indicate,  not  only  a  struggle  with  the 
flesh,  and  with  the  carnal  mind  within,  but  also  a 
struggle  which  any  relaxation  of  effort  would  render 
doubtful,  and  which  an  abandonment  of  effort  would 
render  desperate.  There  is,  again,  the  passage  written 
to  the  Philippians  during  his  first  imprisonment  in 
Kome,  in  which  he  speaks  of  himself,  not,  as  before, 
under  the  figure  of  a  combatant,  having  his  own 
body  for  his  antagonist,  but  still  as  a  runner,  with 
a  long  race  set  before  him,  a  race  tasking  every  energy 
and  demanding  an  entire  absorption  in  its  success, 
a  race  not  yet  completed,  though  its  goal  is  in  full 
view,  and  its  prize  almost  within  reach  of  the  hand 
which  is  to  grasp  it.  Brethren,  I  count  not  myself  to  PliiLiii.l3. 
have  apprehended:  but  this  one  thing  I  do;  forgetting 
those  things  which  are  behind,  and  reaching  forth  unto 
those  things  which  are  before,  I  press  toward  the  mark 
for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  Ood  in  Christ 
Jesus,  The  struggle  is  still  going  on ;  but  the  words 
which   speak   of   a  possibility   of    defeat  are   now, 

GG  2 
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Sermon   whether  accidentally  or  purposely,  withdrawn.   Years 

'—-  again  pass  between :  and  then  we  reach  the  language 

of  assured  hope  with  which  this  Epistle  abounds: 
not  the  words  only,  already  quoted  from  its  last 
chapter,  which  tell  of  a  crown  of  righteousness  re- 
served for  him  against  the  day  of  the  great  account, 
but  those  also  of  which  the  text  forms  a  part.  For  the 
which  cause  I  also  suffer  these  things :  nevertheless  I 
am  not  ashamed  :  for  I  know  whom  I  have  believed^ 
and  am  persuaded  that  He  is  able  to  keep  my  density 
that  which  I  have  committed  into  His  hands,  my 
hopes,  my  life,  my  soul,  my  present  and  etemsd 
being,  against  that  day. 

I  know  whom  I  have  believed.  Or,  yet  more  ex- 
actly, I  know  Him  in  whom  I  have  trusted. 

I  would  not  exaggerate  the  progressive  character 
of  St.  Paul's  faith.  I  do  not  doubt  that  he  could 
have  said  from  the  first  day  of  his  surrendering  him- 
self into  the  hands  of  Christ  at  Damascus,  /  know 
whom  I  have  believed.  St.  Paul  was  not,  like  so 
many  of  us,  a  man  of  morbid  self-consciousness, 
always  looking  for  something  within  at  the  very 
time  when  he  was  professing  to  renounce  all  such 
confidence  and  to  look  wholly  for  salvation  to  One 
without.  He  was  not  a  man  of  half-convictions :  he 
did  not  leave  the  great  question  of  the  way  of  salva- 
tion in  suspense,  for  himself  any  more  than  for  others. 
While  he  was  in  his  ignorance,  he  was  strong  in  that 
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ignorance:   when  he  was  once  enlightened,  he  was    Sermon 
strong  in  that  enlightenment.     Up  to  a  certain  time, 1- 


he  was  earnestly  protesting  against  what  he  regarded 
as  the  fatal  error  of  the  new  religion :  in  his  zeal  for 
the  truth,  as  he  then  regarded  it,  he  was  vehement  to 
the  length  of  cruelty:   he  would  save  men's  souls 
even  at  the  cost  of  their  lives:  he  made  havoc  of  the  Actsviii.3. 
church,  jeei,  as  he  says  himself  at  a  later  time,  beyond  Gal.  I  is. 
measure  he  persecuted  the  church  of  God,  and  wasted 
it.     In  the  same  way,  when  conviction  at  last  came 
to  him,  it  came  decisively.   He  had  seen  Jesus  Christ ;  i  Cor.  ix.  l. 
he  had  heard  Him  speak,  and  speak  to  him ;  he  had  Acis  ix.  4. 
received  a  message  from  Him,  offering  pardon,  offering  Acts  ix.17. 
salvation,  yes,  offering  work  also,  offering  the  com- 
mission of  an  Apostle,  with  all  its  responsibility  and 
all  its  glory:  did  not  these  things  bespeak  a  real 
Person,  a  living  and  exalted  Saviour,  once  dead,  now 
alive  again  ?  and  could  he  question,  ever  again,  whether 
what  he  had  seen  and  heard,  what  had  been  given  to 
him  and  forgiven,  was  true,  was  a  fact,  was  certain, 
or,  if  certain,  then  unchangeable  too  ?    Therefore  I 
do  not  doubt  that  St.  Paul  would  have  said,  as  soon 
as  Ananias  left  him  in  the  house  of  Judas  at  Damas-  Actsix.ii. 
cus,  /  know  whom  I  have  believed,  and  am  persuaded 
that  He  is  able  to  guard  my  deposit,  that  which  I  now 
and  here  commit  to  Him,  soul  and  body,  life  and 
hope,  things  present  and  things  to  come,  against  that 
day,  the  day  which  I  now  know  of,  the  day  for  which 
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Sermon   henceforth  I  shall  be  evermore  looking,  the  day  of 

XXIV.  .       ,  o  ./ 

His  appearing  and  His  kingdom. 


2Tim.iv.l. 

We  must  never,  in  our  zeal  for  the  advantages  and 
the  privileges  of  a  long-tried  and  established  Chris- 
tian, forget  the  possessions,  the  very  birthright  and 

1  Cor.  iii.i.  inheritance,  of  the  mere  babe  in  Christ.  There  is 
not  one  of  you,  my  brethren,  who,  believing  in 
Christ  with  all  his  heart,  if  it  be  to-day  for  the  first 
time,  may  not  say  with  all  truth  and  with  all  assur- 
ance, /  know  whom  I  have  believed.  It  is  the  habit 
of  fixing  a  remote  date  for  the  security  and  the  com- 
fort and  the  happiness  of  being  a  Christian,  which 
keeps  many  persons  back,  humanly  speaking,  from 
ever  being  Christians  at  all.  You  have  only  to  lay 
hold  on  the  ofier  of  Christ,  you  have  only  to  believe 
what  He  has  done  for  you,  you  have  only  to  see  that 

Rom.iv.25.  He  died  for  your  sins  and  rose  again  for  your  justifi- 

iCor.iii.2i.  cation ;  and,  behold,  all  things  are  t/ours;  forgiveness, 
peace,  strength,  as  you  need  them,  received,  day  by 
day,  out  of  His  hand,  in  yours,  even  till  the  day 
when  you  shall  want  no  more  1 

But,  though  this  is  true,  and  though  it  must  never 
be  lost  sight  of  in  the  endeavour  to  enhance,  whether 
with  reference  to  St  Paul's  case  or  our  own,  the  later 
position  on  earth  of  Christ's  true  disciples,  yet  it  is 
very  just,  and  very  encouraging  also,  to  dwell  from 
time  to  time  on  some  of  the  ways  in  which  we  may 

^'serTice"  ^^P^^*  ^  "increase  and  go  forwards,"  even  upon  earth, 
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"  in  the  knowledge  and  faith  of  God  and  of  His    Sermon 

XXIV 

Son  by  the  Holy  Spirit;"  some   of  the  senses  in 1- 


which  the  words  may  be  made  good  to  each  of  us, 

even  before  death,  They  that  sow  in  tears  shall  reap  Ps.cxxvi.6. 

in  joy. 

Is  it  not,  too  often,  a  "  sowing  in  tears"  for  us  all? 
How  very  diflScult  do  we  find  it  even  to  realize  our 
own  convictions !  There  is  so  much  against  us.  So 
much  against  us  in  the  very  attempt  to  approach 
Christ,  Such  a  diflSculty  in  that  one  little  step  from 
the  seen  to  the  unseen.  Such  a  sense,  too  often,  of 
unreality  in  the  things  that  we  pray  for,  in  the  words 
in  which,  yea,  in  the  Person  to  whom,  we  pray.  And 
then,  when  we  have  prayed,  and  prayed  earnestly; 
when  for  a  moment  we  have,  as  it  were,  seen  the  Act8vii.66. 
heavens  opened  and  Jesus  standing  on  the  right  hand 
of  God  as  our  Intercessor  and  our  Life ;  0  how  trans- 
ient is  that  glory !  O  how  soon  does  it  fade  from  us, 
only  to  be  recovered,  if  at  all,  by  an  effort  as  great, 
by  a  patience  as  unwearied  1  And,  as  to  living  ac- 
cording to  the  prayer;  as  to  enduring,  in  the  trials,  Heb.xi.27. 
less  or  greater,  of  daily  life,  of  an  actual  home,  of 
public  or  private  duty,  by  seeing  Him  who  is  in- 
visible ;  as  to  being  able  to  keep  in  mind  the  things 
taught,  and  to  have  them  always  ready,  always  avail- 
able, for  word  and  act,  when  the  opportunity,  when 
the  temptation,  expected  or  unexpected,  actually 
arrives;  and  this,  day  by  day,  through  perhaps  a 
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without  drawing  back  unto  perdition;  O  how  can 


Heb.  z.  39. 

these  things  be  ?  Tell  us  how  it  can  be  done !  Tell 
us,  if  you  can,  that  it  shall  not  be  quite  always  so ; 
not  always  quite  so  difficult;  not  always  quite  so 
discouraging ;  not  always,  as  now,  a  perpetual  begin- 
ning ;  but  some  day  also  a  going  forward,  a  getting 
on,  yes,  an  advancing  and  an  arriving  1 

When  St.  Paul,  or  any  experienced  Christian 
person  now,  says,  /  know  whom  1  have  helteved^  what 
may  we  understand  him  to  mean,  beyond  what  the 
same  words  could  possibly  denote  for  us,  mere  begin- 
ners perhaps  in  the  life  of  Christ  ? 

The  difference  intended  is  not  that  between  believ- 
ing and  knowing.  St.  Paul  does  not  say,  Once  I 
believed  in  Christ,  and  now,  instead  of  believing, 
I  know  Him.  Knowledge  itself  is  belief;  belief  of 
that  which  is  true,  and  on  sufficient  grounds.  Those 
two  conditions  are  satisfied  in  the  Christian  belief. 
The  Christian's  belief  in  Christ  is  a  belief  of  that 
which  is  true ;  and  it  either  is,  or  it  ought  to  be,  a 
belief  based  on  sufficient  grounds.  He  ought  to  be 
1  Pet.iiLl5.  able  to  give  a  reason  for  the  hope  that  is  in  him,  a 
reason  for  believing.  Certainly  St.*  Paul  could  have 
given  such  a  reason.  And  therefore  we  do  not  under- 
stand him  to  say,  Once  I  believed :  now  I  know.  His 
belief  had  always  been  knowledge.  He  believed  in 
Clirist  because  he  had  seen  Him,  because  he  had 
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himself  been  dealt  with  by  Him — apprehended,  in-    Sbrmon 

strueted,  commissioned — and  because  he  could  not '— 

therefore  be  mistaken  in  declaring  that  He  who  once 
died  had  also  risen  and  was  alive.  What  he  says  is 
rather,  I  know  Him  whom  I  have  trusted.  In  putting 
my  trust  in  Christ,  I  am  following  no  slight  or  flatter- 
ing imagination ;  I  know  Him,  and,  because  I  know, 
I  trust.  I  cannot  be  deceived:  I  cannot  be  dis- 
appointed :  for  I  know  Him  in  whom  I  have  trusted. 

Many  things  might  be  said  in  elucidation  of  these 
words,  and  in  their  application  to  the  maturity  of  the 
Christian  life.  But  the  time  will  only  permit  me  to 
mention  very  briefly  two  considerations. 

1.  First,  the  increased  confidence  of  Christian  faith, 
in  the  later  days  of  life,  arises  out  of  a  prolonged 
experience  of  what  I  may  call  the  explaining  power 
of  the  Gospel. 

It  is  usual  for  persons  in  mature  age  to  speak  with 
fond  regret  of  the  supposed  happiness  of  youth.  Every 
one  agrees  to  speak  of  the  early  days  of  life  as  the 
brightest  And  no  doubt  God  has  mercifully  appor- 
tioned our  burdens  to  our  strength,  and  has  spared 
the  period  of  growth,  bodily  and  mental,  from  that 
weight  of  oppressive  care  or  sorrow  which  must  have 
stunted  or  crushed  it.  And  yet  I  gi'eatly  doubt 
whether  the  advance  of  life  does  not  bring  with  it 
more  than  a  compensation  for  everything  which  it 
takes  away.     I  am  sure  it  does  so  to  the  Christian. 
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Sermon   I  am  sure  that  the  light  heart  of  youth  can  well  be 
'—  dispensed  with  by  one  who  has  received  in  its  stead 


the  abiding  comfort  of  the  Spirit.  Let  such  a  person 
compare  with  his  later  experience  his  earlier  recollec- 
tions. Will  he  not  say,  When  I  was  a  child  or  a 
young  man,  I  was  at  the  mercy  of  a  thousand  fears 
and  doubts,  a  thousand  anxieties  and  caprices,  from 
which  I  now  find  myself  set  free  ?  What  a  puzzle  is 
life  itself  to  the  young !  How  confusing,  how  per- 
plexing, the  labyrinth  in  which  they  find  themselves 
involved !  Has  it  indeed  a  clue  ?  Apparently  so 
uncertain,  has  it  any  scheme  ?  so  mysterious,  has  it  a 
key?  so  unsatisfying,  has  it  a  rest?  so  shadowy,  has 
it  a  substance?  Yes,  as  age  advances,  it  is  found  to 
have  each  and  all  of  these  in  Christ. 

In  all  sciences,  the  observation  of  facts  is  the  test 
of  truth.  If  a  supposed  law  is  found  to  satisfy  all  the 
phenomena  which  occur  within  that  portion  of  the 
field  of  nature  to  which  it  refers,  it  is  accepted  by 
a  sound  induction  as  unquestionably  true.  Now 
the  same  thing  may  be  said  with  regard  to  Christ's 
Gospel.  He  who  has  it  in  his  heart  possesses  the  key 
to  human  life  as  a  whole  and  in  its  parts.  If  the 
Gospel  be  true,  the  phenomena  of  this  world  are  all 
intelligible. 
Mark  vii.  The  Gospcl  says,  From  within,  out  of  the  heart  of 
man,  proceed  evil  thoughts,  and  from  evil  thoughts 
evil  acts:  that  is  the  account  of  men,  apart   from 
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Christ,  without  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  within.    Sermon 
Is  it  not  verified?  The  Gospel  says,  There  is  nothing 


Luke  xii.  2. 

covered,  which  shall  not  be  revealed :  God  shall  bring  Eccles.  xii. 
every  work  into  judgment,  with  every  secret  thing.     ^^' 
Do  we  not  see  Him  already  doing  so  ;  already  reveal- 
ing, already  judging,  in  the  earth,  every  day  ?    The 
Gospel  says,  No  amount  of  natural  gifts,  intellect,  know-  Luke  xii. 
ledge,  education,  health,  abundance,  affection,  or  what- 
ever else  may  have  been  vouchsafed  to  a  man,  can  be 
depended  upon  either  to  make  him  happy,  or  even  to 
keep  him  safe  from  folly,  sin,  or  shame :  nay,  these 
things  may,  without  God's  special  grace,  only  aggra- 
vate danger,  and  make  ruin  easier  as  well  as  more 
disastrous.    Is  it  not  thus?  do  we  not  see  it  to  be 
thus  every  day  ?    The  Gospel  says,  The  sum  of  life,  Eccles.  i. 
without  God,  is  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit :  there  is  is.  ivii.  21. 
no  peace  to  the  wicked :  there  is  no  safeguard  against 
misery,  there  is  no  antidote  to   despair,  except  in 
Christ :  and  which  of  us  can  say  that  we  have  either 
found  or  seen  any  such,  or  that  the  words  which  thus 
warn  us  are  not  as  true  as  they  are  explicit? 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Gospel  says,  This  life  is  Luke  xtL 
not  your  all:  there  is  an  immortality  beyond,  in  Actsiii.19, 
which  all  the  inequalities  of  this  life  shall  be  rectified, 
and  all  the  distresses  of  this  life  done  away,  for  all 
who  will  listen  to  Christ's  voice  now :  this  life  is  but 
a  small  part  of  the  whole  of  man's  being :  God  is  not 
unrighteous  in  allowing  His  servants  to  suffer  here ; 
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XXIV.  ,         .  . 

—  be  thought  to  be  if  this  troublous  state  were  either  of 


His  causing  or  were  the  whole  of  man's  existence: 
even  now  Christ  has  opened  a  refuge  for  you :  He 
Matt.xi.28.  says.  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  are  unsatisfied,  all  ye 
Rom.viiL  2.  that  thirst,  all  ye  that  are  unhappy,  yea,  all  ye  that 
^  '  are  grieved  and  wearied  with  the  burden  of  your  sins, 
and  I  will  give  you  rest :  ye  shall  find  rest  unto  your 
souls.  .  .  .  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  cleanseth  from 
all  sin.  . .  .  the  spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus  shall  set 
you  free  from  the  bondage  of  sin  and  death :  it  is  not 
by  Him  therefore  that  you  are  forgotten,  it  is  not  of 
Him  that  you  are  miserable :  hear,  and  your  soul  shall 
live.  And  is  not  the  experience  of  life,  on  these  points 
also,  clear  and  decisive  ?  Are  there  not  those  in  the 
world,  and  numerous  enough  to  make  good  the  saying, 
who  have  evidently  found  rest  to  their  souls  in 
Christ?  Are  there  not  cases — not  as  many  in  number 
as  we  would  there  were,  but  enough  to  establish  the 
promise — in  which  lives  have  evidently  been  changed, 
in  habit  and  in  destination,  so  that  they  who  were  one 
thing  are  now  another;  another  in  point  of  usefulness, 
another  in  point  of  devotedness,  another  in  point  of 
holiness,  another  in  point  of  happiness?  Are  not 
these  things  matters  of  experience,  even  to  one  who 
looks  on  as  a  spectator?  Is  it  not  found  that  there 
is  an  amplitude,  as  well  as  a  versatility,  in  Christ's 
Gospel,  which  makes  it  at  once  large  enough  to  satisfy 


I 


CHRISTIAN   EXPERIENCE.  461 

all  wants,  and  minute  enouffh  to  minister  to  all  symp-    Sermon 

XXIV. 

toms  ?    Is  there  any  case  to  which  that  Gospel  is  not '— 

found  applicable,  if  there  be  only  the  will  to  apply 
it?  And,  where  there  is  the  will  to  apply  it,  is  it 
not  the  testimony,  the  eventual  testimony,  of  all  and 
of  each,  that  it  was  comforting,  that  it  was  salutary, 
that  it  was  powerful ;  that  it  came  home  to  the  heart 
in  a  way  which  nothing  else  did,  and  awakened  there 
aspirations,  impulses,  and  at  last  hopes,  such  as 
nothing  else  could  either  emulate  or  simulate  ? 

Often  indeed  has  the  Christian,  in  the  course  of 
life,  slackened  his  own  speed  in  running  the  heavenly 
race,  and  then  he  has  been  taught,  by  an  opposite 
experience,  to  appreciate  the  blessedness  of  living 
close  to  God.  Often,  again,  has  he  sought,  and 
sought  earnestly,  to  bring  home  his  own  experience 
to  the  heart  of  another,  and  has  found  himself  baffled, 
in  doing  so,  by  the  coldness,  by  the  prejudice,  by  the 
hardheartedness  or  the  faintheartedness,  of  man.  Yet 
even  then  he  has  seen  the  Gospel  exemplifying  itself 
by  its  refusal  as  much  as  by  its  acceptance :  he  has 
recognized  here  the  very  picture  of  man's  heart  as 
drawn  by  the  Gospel  itself,  and  has  bowed  himself  in 
deep  submission  beneath  the  disappointing  as  beneath 
the  wonder-working  hand  of  God. 

Thus,  in  all  ways  ;  by  observation  and  by  experi- 
ence ;  by  what  is  given  and  by  what  is  withheld ;  by 
mercy  and  by  judgment ;  by  the  revelation  of  man 
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'—  his  path,  as  he  moves  onwards  toward  the  goal,  such 


a  multiplied  and  such  a  varied  evidence  of  the  tnith- 
fulness  of  the  Gospel,  as  constrains  him  to  say  with 
tenfold  conviction,  I  know  whom  I  have  believed:  His 
Gospel  is  the  key  to  human  life:  there  is  not  a 
chamber,  not  a  lurking-place,  in  it  all,  which  that  key 
cannot  unlock  and  open. 

2.  But  certainly  this  experience  of  what  we  have 
called  the  explaining  power  of  the  Gospel  would  be 
most  incomplete  if  it  were  not  accompanied  by  another 
experience;  that  of  the  directing  and  supporting 
power  of  Christ  Himself. 

/  know  Him  whom  I  have  believed^  if  it  means 
nothing  else,  at  least  means  this :  I  know  Christ  as  a 
man  knows  his  friend,  and  I  can  trust  Him  with  the 
future  because  I  have  found  Him  trustworthy  in  the 
past. 

We  begin  perhaps  by  an  approach  to  Him,  timid, 
feeble,  hesitating,  tentative.  It  is  a  mere  peradventure 
Job  xliL  6.  that  He  may  help  us.  We  have  heard  of  Him  by  the 
hearing  of  the  ear,  but  our  eye  has  not  seen  Him. 
We  are  in  sorrow,  or  we  are  in  difficulty,  or  we  are  in 
anxiety,  or  we  are  in  temptation,  and  we  want  a 
strength  and  a  comfort  not  our  own.  Therefore  we 
come  to  Him.  But  so  dim  is  our  light,  so  feeble  our 
strength,  in  doing  so,  that  it  is  as  if  faith  preponderated 
over  unbelief  but  by  one  small  grain  ;  as  if  it  must  be 
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all  but  an  afiront  to  Christ  Himself  to  approach  Him    Sermon 

XXIV. 

at  all  with  such  a  heart.    And  yet  Tie  hears.    Lord,  I 


Mark  ix.  24. 

believe:  help  Thou  mine  unbelief:  that  prayer  was 
accepted  once  ;  it  is  accepted  always.  This  was  the 
beginning.  Thus  faith  grew.  Sometimes  an  answer 
was  felt  to  come  when  we  prayed:  then  we  were 
encouraged.  Sometimes  no  answer  seemed  to  come 
when  we  prayed :  then  we  were  quickened  to  greater 
humility,  to  a  deeper  self-knowledge,  to  a  more  godly 
fear.  But  by  degrees  we  began  to  expect  an  answer. 
Prayer  was  emboldened,  hope  fostered ;  and  in  the 
same  degree  life  brightened,  and  courage  grew.  At 
last  we  were  able  to  depend  upon  an  answer.  We 
began  to  perceive  that  Christ  listened,  and  that  He  was 
strong  to  save.  Then  we  could  treat  Him  with  more 
confidence.  It  was  a  mighty  change  for  us  when 
we  really  felt  what  it  was  to  know  Him  whom  we 
believed.  This  could  only  be  by  experience ;  the  ex- 
perience of  much  mercy,  the  experience  of  real  help, 
the  experience,  first  and  last,  of  great  patience.  We 
have  found  Him  to  be  near :  we  have  found  Him  to 
be  within  hearing:  we  have  found  Him  to  be  con- 
cerned in  us :  we  have  found  Him  to  be  all-wise :  we 
have  found  Him  to  be  Almighty :  we  have  found  Him 
to  be  very  pitiful  and  of  tender  mercy.  Then  at  last  James  v.ii. 
we  shall  be  able  to  say,  /  know  Him  whom  I  have 
believed ;  and  am  persuaded  that  He  is  able  to  keep  that 
which  I  have  committed  unto  Him  acjainst  that  day. 


i 
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THE  SPIRIT  OF  BONDAGE  Aim   THE  SPIRIT 

OF  ADOPTION. 


H  H 


EPISTLE  FOR  THE  EIGHTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  TRINITY. 

B01CA.NS  vm.  12-— 17. 

12     BRETHREN,  we  are  dd>tor8y  not  to  the  flesh,  for  the  purpose 

IZ  of  living  according  to  flesh.  For,  if  ye  live  according  to  fl>esh, 

ye  are  about  to  die :  but,  if  ye  by  spirit  ^  are  putting  to  death 

14  the  actions  of  the  body,  ye  shall  live.    For  as  many  as  are  led 

15  by  a  spirit  of  God,  these  are  sons  of  God,  For  ye  received 
not  a  spirit  of  slavery  again  unto  fear,  but  ye  received  a 

16  spirit  of  adoption,  wherein  tve  cry,  Abba,  Father,  The 
Spirit  itself  beareth  vntness  together  with  our  spirit  that  we 

17  are  children  of  Ood:  and,  if  children,  heirs  also  ;  heirs  of 
God,  and  fellow-heirs  of  Christ;  if  at  least  we  suffer  together, 
that  we  may  also  together  be  glorified. 


^  By  spirit/  L  e.  by  means  of,  under  the  power,  the  direction  and 
dictation,  of  spirit.  When  "  spirit "  is  thus  opposed  to  "  flesh,"  it 
expresses  the  renewed  mind  of  a  Christian;  the  soul  of  man  aa 
quickened  and  inhabited  by  the  Holy  Spirit:  whatever  is  done 
therefore  by  "  spirit,"  is  done  by  the  agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit : 
the  difference  is  but  one  of  expression.  Sometimes,  as  in  verses 
16,  26,  &c.,the  Holy  Spirit  is  introduced  directly  and  personally  : 
sometimes,  as  here,  mediately,  through  the  human  spirit,  which  He 
animates,  and  as  so  animated  by  Him. 


SERMON  XXV. 


THE  SPIRIT  OF  BONDAGE  AND  THE  SPIRIT  OF 

ADOPTION. 


Romans  vni.  15. 

Te  have  Wit  received  the  spirit  of  hondage  again  to  fetw :  Jmt  ye  have 
received  the  spirit  of  adoption,  wherthy  we  cry,  Abba,  Father, 


I  KNOW  not  where  we  could  have  found   a  more    Sermon 

XXV. 

fitting  close  (if  such  it  be  for  some  of  us)  for  the ^ 

Christian  instruction  of  the  present  season,  than  in 
the  words  thus  brought  to  us  in  the  Epistle  for  this 
day.  Their  very  sound  says  to  us.  It  must  be  a 
delightfiil  thing  to  be  a  Christian  indeed.  Their 
very  sound  says  to  us,  That  self-examination  to 
which  duty  alike  and  prudence  calls  me,  as  to  the 
reaHty  of  my  participation  in  Christ,  can  be  no  doubt- 
ful or  difficult  matter,  so  long  as  I  have  the  test 
here  proposed  to  me  to  direct  and  to  decide  it.  The 
spirit  of  bondage  or  the  spirit  of  adoption — the  spirit 
of  a  slave,  or  the  spirit  of  a  child,  towards  God — 
if  the  question  be  only,  which  of  these  is  mine  ?  let 

HH  2 
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Sermon    conscience  speak,  and  let  there  be  silence  for  her 

XX  V. 

1—  answer,  and  assuredly  I  shall  know  for  certain  which 


of  the  two  conditions  is  at  this  moment  mine. 

A  very  brief  glance  at  the  context  must  prepare 
us,  as  usual,  for  bringing  home  more  closely  to  our 
hearts  the  searching  yet  (I  would  hope)  not  depress- 
ing question  of  the  text.  I  read  from  the  twelfth 
verse. 

Ferae  12.  So  then,  brethren,  if  this  be  what  the  flesh 
does  for  us ;  if  the  carnal  mind,  the  mind  of  those 

Fene  6.      who  mind  the  flesh,  is,  as  we  have  above  declared, 

Ferte  7.      death ;  if  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity  against  God ; 

Ferae  8.  if  they  who  are  in  the  flesh  cannot  please  God ;  if 
no  one  who  has  not  passed  out  of  the  state  of  flesh 
into  the  state  of  spirit,  by  the  possession  of  the  Spirit 

Fer8e9.      of  Christ,  really  belongs  to  Christ,  or  is  interested 

Ferae  n.  in  the  hope  of  the  future  quickening  of  his  dead 
body  in  resurrection  by  the  operation  of  the  indwell- 
ing Spirit ;  it  must  follow  from  all  this  that  we  are 
debtors  not  to  the  flesh,  to  live  according  to  flesh.  Surely 
we  are  under  no  obligation  to  this  thing  which  works 
nothing  but  condemnation,  nothing  but  wrath,  nothing 
but  exclusion  from  all  bright  hopes  and  from  all 
present  consolations.  The  "  flesh"  is  the  body,  with 
all  that  belongs  to  it ;  its  passions,  its  appetites,  its 
ambitions,  its  jealousies,  its  vanities,  its  selfishnesses. 

Gal.  V.  24.  It  is  the  body  with  its  aflections  and  lusts.  It  is 
that  through  which  the  world  acts  upon  us.     It  is 
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that  which  the  devil  uses  as  his  instrument  of  temp-    Sermon 
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tation.    It  is  that  of  which  St.  Paul  complained  when L_ 


he  said,  0  icretched  man  that  I  am  !  who  shall  deliver  Rom.  vii. 
me  from  this  body  of  death?  It  is  that  of  which 
St.  Paul  spoke  as  his  own  chief  antagonist,  when  he 
said,  /  therefore  so  run^  as  not  uncertainly  ;  so  fight  1  Cor.  ix. 
J,  as  not  heating  the  air :  hut  I  huffet  my  hody^  and 
bring  it  into  servitude^  lest  that  hy  any  means,  when 
I  have  preached  to  others,  I  myself  should  be  a  cast'- 
away. 

Here  therefore  the  same  Apostle  writes  that  we 
are  under  no  obligations  to  the  body.  What  has 
it  ever  done  for  us — that  is  the  thought  suggested — 
what  do  we  owe  to  it  for  favours  received,  that  we 
should  live  according  to  it,  should  submit  to  its 
dictation,  and  make  its  promptings  our  rule  of  life  ? 

For,  if  ye  live  according  to  fiesh ;  if  ye  follow  rer«e  13. 
the  inclination  of  the  body,  when  the  selfish  prin- 
ciple, acted  upon  by  it,  says.  Do  this,  or  forbear  from 
that ;  if  that  is  the  life  you  are  living,  ye  shall  die  ; 
ye  are  ahoiU  (or  destined)  to  die  :  the  death  of  the 
body  will  be  your  death :  they  who  have  sown  to  Gal.  vi.  8. 
the  flesh  must  expect  to  reap  corruption:  they  who 
have  known  no  life  here  but  that  of  sense  and  of  self, 
can  expect  no  happy  life  hereafter,  but  rather  a  state 
of  living  death,  when  all  that  survives  will  be  Divine 
and  spiritual. 

But,   if  ye   by  spirit    are  putting    to    death   the 
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Skbmon    auctions  of  the  bodt/y  ye  shall  live.     If  your  present 
life  is  one  of  treating  the  body  as  if  it  were  already 


Rom.  ^^3>T,  -.«  .  • 

&c.  dead;  a  life  of  union  with  Christ  as  having  died 
&c.  '  and  risen  again,  exercised  by  constantly  living  above 
earth  even  while  still  in  it ;  a  life  of  refiising  to  gratify 
natural  inclination  when  it  bids  you  to  indulge  your- 
self, to  yield  to  sloth,  to  pamper  appetite^  to  court 
the  world,  to  humour  vanity,  to  make  things  present 
your  aim,  your  treasure^  your  idol ;  if  this  be  your 
life  now,  and  if  in  living  such  a  life  you  are  not 
merely  casting  out  one  evil  spirit  by  another,  as 
indolence  by  ambition,  or  sensualiiy  by  pride,  but 
really  seeking  and  following  the  guidance  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  God  and  of  Christ  within ;  then 
indeed  ye  shall  live :  even  now  you  shall  enjoy  that 
true  life  of  man  which  is  union  with  God,  and  here- 
after you  shall  be  admitted  into  that  nearer  access  to 
Him  which  is  to  be  the  happiness  through  eternal 
ages  of  all  who  have  come  to  Him  through  His 
Son. 

This  must  be :  this  eternal  life  must  be  the  por- 

Ferse  14.  tion  of  true  Christians :  for  all  who  are  habitually 
led  hy  a  spirit  of  God,  are  sons  of  Ood;  and  sons  of 
God  must  be  partakers  of  the  immortality  of  God. 
All  who  are  connected  with  God  by  a  true  bond 
of  sonship  must  live,  like  God  and  with  God,  for 
ever.     And  such,  the  Apostle  proceeds,  is   indeed 

Venc  15.     your  glorious    position.      For   ye  received  not^    in 


Luke  xz. 
37,  38. 
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becoming  Christians — he  refers  their  thoughts,  here    Sermon 
as  always,  to  the  time  when  the  Holy  Spirit  was '— 


first  communicated  to  them  as  believing  and  baptized 
converts — ye  received  not  a  spirit  of  bondage  again,  a 
second  time,  like  that  which  you  had  before  received 
from  a  fallen  nature  or  from  a  dispensation  like  that 
of  the  Law,  unto  fear,  so  that  your  feeling  should  be 
one  of  slavish  dtead  towards  God :  but  ye  received 
a  spirit  of  adoption,  in  which,  under  the  influence  of 
which  Spirit,  we  cry,  Abba,  that  is,  Father.  The 
same  Hebrew  form  of  the  word  Father,  and  com- 
bined, as  here,  with  it,  is  familiar  to  us  all  in  our 
Lord's  prayer  in  the  garden  of  Gethsemane,  Abba,  Mark  xiv. 
Father,  all  things  are  possible  unto  Thee  ;  take  away 
this  cup  from  me ;  nevertheless,  not  what  I  will,  but 
what  Thou  wilt;  and  again  in  a  passage  in  St.  Paul's 
Epistle  to  the  Galatians,  And  because  ye  are  sons,  Qal.  iy.  6. 
God  sent  forth  the  Spirit  of  His  Son  into  your  hearts, 
crying,  Abba,  Father.  To  the  sense  of  the  verse 
we  shall  return  immediately,  after  just  adding  the 
conclusion  of  the  paragraph. 

The  Spirit  itself  beareth  witness  together  with  our  FerwW. 
spirit  that  we  are  children  of  Ood.  In  prompting 
this  feeling  towards  God,  this  cry  of  our  hearts 
to  Him  as  our  Father,  the  Holy  Spirit  ratifies  the 
assurance  of  our  own  spirit  that  we  are  indeed  God's 
children;  and,  if  children,  also  heirs;  heirs  of  Ood, 
andfelhw-heirs  of  Christ;  if  at  least  we  suffer  together 
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Sermon    with  Him,  that  we  may  also  together  with  Him  be  glori- 
—fied.  The  relation  of  children  towards  God  involves  in 


it  the  expectation  of  a  future  inheritance ;  of  an  inhe- 
ritance in  which  we  shall  be  associated  with  Christ. 
The  train  of  thought  is  exactly  that  of  a  passage 
just  referred  to  in    the  Epistle  to  the  Gulatians. 

GaLiv.  6,7.  Because  ye  are  sons^  Ood  sent  forth  the  Spirit  of  His 
Son  into  your  hearts,  crying,  Abba,  Father:  where- 
fore  thou  art  no  more  a  servant,  but  a  son,  and,  if 
a  son,  also  an  heir  of  Ood  through  Christ ;  or,  accord- 
ing to  another  reading  of  that  clause,  also  an  heir 
through  Ood,  by  God's  gift  and  operation.  And  then 
the  last  words  of   the  paragraph    remind    us,    in 

2Tim.ii.l2.  accordance  with  other  like  exhortations  of  St.  Paul, 
that  our  entrance  into  the  future  inheritance  depends 
upon  our  willingness  to  share  in  this  life  Christ's 

Visitation  sufferings ;  to  be  made  like  Him  in  patiently  bearing 
disappointments,  trials,  and  sorrows,  as  God  shall 
appoint,  to  be  more  than  compensated  hereafter  by 

lCor.i?.17.  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory. 
But  this  thought  having  been  dwelt  upon  on  the 
first  Sunday  of  the  month,  in  considering  the  Epistle 
for  the  Fourth  Sunday  after  Trinity,  we  will  turn 
now  to  the  contrast  more  particularly  chosen  as  this 
morning's  subject.  Ye  received  not,  in  becoming 
Christians,  a  spirit  of  bondage  again  to  fear  :  but  ye 
received  a  spirit  of  adoption,  wherein  we  cry,  Abba^ 
Father. 
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1.  Not  a  spirit  of  bondage.  Sermon 

Last  Sunday,  commenting  upon  an  expression  in 

the  Epistle  for  the  day,  enslaved  to  God^  I  tried  to 
show  you  the  comfort  and  the  dignity  of  that  position 
which  Apostles  claimed  for  themselves  so  earnestly 
and  so  frequently,  the  position  of  a  slave  of  God. 
This  was  one  view  of  the  term :  to  belong  to  God, 
to  be  His  property.  His  charge,  His  purchased  and 
now  inalienable  possession,  is  one  thing :  but  to  have 
the  spirit  of  a  slave  towards  Him,  to  receive  for  the 
second  time  a  spirit  of  bondage  unto  fear,  that  is 
quite  another. 

The  words  themselves  seem  to  indicate,  as  already 
noticed,  that  a  spirit  of  bondage  towards  God  is  our 
natural  feeling.  Te  received  not  again  a  spirit  of 
bondage.  And  is  it  not  so  ?  Is  not  that  our  own 
experience  ? 

What  is  a  spirit  of  bondage,  or  slavery,  towards 
God  ?  What  are  some  of  its  elements  ?  some  of  its 
characteristics?  some  of  its  workings?  We  shall 
perhaps  almost  be  anticipating,  in  endeavouring  to 
reply  to  these  questions,  the  second  part  of  our  sub- 
ject, that  which  is  to  place  in  contrast  with  the  spirit 
of  a  slave  the  spirit  of  a  child :  but  nevertheless  let 
us  take  the  two  parts  as  they  come,  and,  while  appeal- 
ing to  your  consciences  as  to  the  one,  endeavour  to 
interest  your  hearts  in  the  consideration  of  the 
other. 
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Sermon        We  read  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  that  it 

XXV 

^— was  the  object  of  Christ's  coming  into  the  world 


in  human  natore,  and  dying  in  that  nature  for  us, 
Heb.  ii.  15.  to  deliver  them  who  through  fear  of  death  were  aU 
their  lifetime  subject  to  bondage.  The  fear  of  death, 
and  of  the  terrible  possibilities  (at  least)  which  must 
be  faced  just  beyond  death,  lies,  no  doubt,  at  the  root 
of  that  spirit  of  bondage  which  oppresses  man  in  life. 
The  feeling  that  we  are  in  another's  hands,  powerless 
alike  overthe  duration  and  to  agreat  extent  over  the  cir- 
cumstances of  our  own  being,  is  a  very  formidable  thing 
in  itself.  If  we  add  to  this,  that  the  person  in  whose 
hands  we  thus  are  is  either  unknown  to  us  or  supposed 
to  be  unfriendly,  we  have  suggested  a  consideration 
which  has  exercised  more  influence  than  any  other 
upon  the  religion,  and  through  it  upon  the  history,  of 
the  world.  Hence  all  manner  of  superstitions:  a 
powerful  Being,  absolute  over  our  destiny,  yet  un- 
known to  us  in  character,  in  will,  and  in  intention, 
must  be  propitiated  by  such  offerings  as  we  possess 
or  can  discover,  if  perchance  He  may  be  induced  to 
use  His  power  for  protection  and  not  for  destruction. 
Thus  the  spirit  of  bondage  is  the  very  religion  of  the 
heathen. 

But  is  it  necessarily  changed  by  the  possession  of  a 
revelation?  a  real  revelation,  accepted  by  the  under- 
standing and  respected  by  the  conscience  ? 

It  is  a  great  thing,  no  doubt,  to  possess  the  revela- 
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tion  of  a  Divine  Father,  a  most  merciful  Saviour,    Sbrmoit 

XXV. 

and  an  indwelling  Comforter.     Perhaps  in  the  worst '■ — 

of  cases  this  revelation  is  not  wholly  inoperative  upon 
the  minds  of  those  who  possess  it.  There  lies,  no 
doubt,  under  many  an  inconsistent  life,  under  many 
a  rebellious  will,  under  many  a  defiled  conscience, 
just  a  peradventure  both  of  faith  and  hope ;  just  that 
little  spark  of  good  which,  however  neglected,  how- 
ever smothered,  however  all  but  extinguished,  yet 
makes  it  possible,  in  this  life,  that  a  change  may 
come ;  possible  that,  in  some  day  of  darkness,  there 
may  be  an  arising  and  turning  as  to  a  Father,  a  prayer 
for  a  forgiveness  known  about  if  not  known,  a  cry  for 
mercy  which  could  not  have  risen  from  a  heathen 
heart,  because  uttered  in  the  name  of  a  Redeemer 
whose  very  existence  is  the  secret  of  the  GospeL 

There  is  this,  in  the  very  worst  of  us,  to  counteract 
the  spirit  of  bondage.  But  may  I  not  go  far  above 
the  very  worst,  far  above  persons  of  evil  life  and 
hardened  conscience,  and  yet  say  that  the  spirit  of 
the  slave  may  be  predominant  ?  Yes,  we  see  it,  we 
have  all  probably  felt  it,  if  indeed  any  feel  it  not  now, 
in  every  dealing  of  the  natural  heart  with  God,  in 
every  relation  of  the  natural  heart  to  God's  worship 
and  to  God's  service. 

We  have  learned,  my  brethren — the  experience  of 
life  has  taught  us — to  be  thankful  for  any  sort  of  re- 
gard for  God  which  may  be  cherished  or  manifested 
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Sermon   in  men.  We  find  much  less  of  it  than  we  mieht  have 

XXV 

-. '—  expected.     We  believe  that  the  tendency  of  these 

later  days  of  the  world  is  to  get  rid  of  superstition 
without  replacing  it  by  religion ;  to  have  the  fear 
of  God  cast  out,  not  by  the  love  of  God,  but  by 
indifference,  by  hardihood,  yes,  by  audacity  towards 
Him.  That  formula  which  was  inserted  into  indict- 
ments  for  murder — "  not  having  the  fear  of  God  before 
his  eyes" — has  a  far  wider  application  than  to  crimi- 
nals and  malefactors.  It  might  be  made  the  descrip- 
tion of  many  a  decorous  life,  if  it  could  be  read  in 
the  light  of  an  infallible  insight  It  cannot  be  denied 
that  God  18  put  further  off  from  us  now  than  He 
was  felt  to  be  two  centuries  or  two  generations  ago. 
Phenomena  of  nature  which  were  once  His  witnesses 
are  now  silent  concerning  Him.  They  are  referred 
now,  one  after  another,  truly  it  may  be,  to  what  are 
called  laws,  traceable  by  man  or  untraceable,  but, 
in  either  case,  in  name  at  least,  and  to  the  popular 
apprehension,  far  removed  from  the  direct  agency 
of  God  Himself.  It  is  not  every  one  who  stays  to 
enquire  what  a  law  of  nature  means,  what  nature 
herself  means,  whether  to  the  philosopher  or  to  the 
Christian:  the  one,  God's  procedure;  the  other, 
God^s  rule  :  nature,  God's  agency  in  things  outward ; 
a  law  of  nature,  God's  mode  of  conducting  that 
agency.  These  things  being  left  out  of  sight,  the 
mention  of  these  things  having  come  to  be  regarded 
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as  obtrusive  if  not  unphilosophical,  no  wonder  if  the    Sbbm. 

advance   of   science  exercises    sometimes  a  malign 

influence  upon  the  popular  religion ;  if  its  tendency, 
most  needlessly  and  most  unworthily,  has  sometimes 
been  rather  to  diminish  the  dread  than  to  magnify 
and  bring  home  the  love  of  God. 

I  have  mentioned  one  possible  cause  of  what  I 
cannot  but  regard  as  the  diminished  fear  of  God  in 
these  times,  whether  as  a  motive  or  as  a  check  upon 
human  conduct.  If  time  permitted,  or  if  the  present 
subject  warranted  it,  the  enumeration  of  such  causes 
might  be  greatly  extended.  We  do  not  see  around 
us,  even  in  persons  well  brought  up  and  on  the  whole 
well  conducted,  that  prevalence  of  the  fear  of  God 
as  a  reason  for  doing,  and  still  more  for  not  doing, 
which  seems  to  have  belonged  to  what  I  may  call  the 
same  level  of  character  in  earlier  times.  But  my 
business  is  now,  rather  to  speak  of  the  imperfection, 
than  to  exalt  the  value,  of  mere  fear  as  a  principle 
of  religion.  Fear  is  better  than  carelessness ;  any 
fear  better  than  no  regard;  the  very  spirit  of  the 
slave  better  than  the  spirit  of  the  rebel :  but  we  are 
seeking  to  show  how  fear,  at  the  best,  falls  below 
and  comes  short  of  the  Christian  standard;  how 
unworthy  it  is  of  the  place  which  it  often  usurps  in 
our  feeling  towards  God,  whether  as  shown  in  His 
worship,  or  as  shown  in  His  service. 
^      It  is  a  matter  which  comes  home  very  closely  to 
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S«-»«   us,  and  which  nothing  but  pergonal  enquiry  wiU 

enable  us  to  decide.    Now  therefore  let  me  appeal 

to  you,  my  brethren — and  I  would  especially  say, 
let  me  appeal  to  the  younger  members  of  this  con- 
gregation— as  to  the  feeling  with  which  they  observe 
any  forms  of  devotion  which  they  may  practise  in 
private,  and  as  to  the  feeling  with  which  they  come 
hither,  Sunday  by  Sunday,  to  God's  public  worship. 
Is  it  not  too  much  in  the  spirit  of  the  slave  ?  Is  it 
not  rather  as  a  matter  of  necessity,  of  what  I  may 
call  conscientious  compulsion,  than  as  a  matter  of 
privilege,  an  exertion  of  ready  and  joyful  will  ?  Do 
you  not  feel  rather  as  if  God  would  be  angry  with 
you,  as  if  some  judgment  would  overtake  you,  if  yoa 
failed  to  perform  this  quota  of  service,  than  as  if  you 
were  permitted,  by  God's  special  kindness  towards 
you,  to  come  and  to  speak  to  Him,  to  spend  a  little 
time  with  Him,  and  to  be  refreshed,  revived,  and 
reanimated  by  His  gracious  converse?  You  can 
scarcely  imagine  how  much  turns  upon  the  aspect 
of  these  duties,  upon  the  mere  light  in  which  you 
view  them,  upon  the  spirit  in  which  you  come  to 
them.  Treat  them  as  duties ;  they  will  be  such, 
and  nothing  more,  to  you.  You  will  discharge  them, 
and  there  it  ends.  You  will  imagine  perhaps  that 
you  have  done  a  good  deed,  and  go  away  self-satisfied. 
Or  you  will  feel  that  it  was  a  very  poor  deed,  fall  of 
infirmity,  fall  of  sin,  yet  required  of  you,  and  you 
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will  go  away  empty  and  perhaps  murmuring.     But    Sbsb 

in  either  case  you  have  done  it  as  a  slave,  of  whom 

your  Master  exacted  such  or  such  a  task-work.  And 
thus,  though  it  was  right  you  should  do  it,  and  it 
would  have  been  wrong  not  to  do  it,  yet,  not  doing 
it  in  a  right  spirit,  not  doing  it  out  of  love,  not  doing 
it  of  free-will,  not  doing  it  cheerfully  and  thank- 
fully, but  of  necessity,  if  not  grudgingly,  you  could  2  Cor. 
scarcely  expect  to  reap  a  blessing :  it  was  done  as  a 
single  disjointed  act;  it  was  done  to  satisfy  God ;  it 
was  not  done  out  of  love ;  it  was  not  done  as  a  child 
towards  a  Father,  but  as  a  slave  towards  a  Master. 

Let  these  brief  hints,  my  brethren,  not  have  been 
quite  thrown  away.  See  whether,  by  God's  blessing, 
you  may  not  give  quite  a  new  character  to  your  acts 
of  worship.  Say  to  yourself  when  you  kneel  down 
in  secret,  say  to  yourself  when  you  come  hither  to 
worship,  God  has  been  very  good  to  me :  He  has 
redeemed  me  by  the  blood  of  His  Son :  He  permits, 
nay,  He  bids  me,  to  regard  myself  as  redeemed,  as 
brought  nigh,  as  His  son :  and  now,  at  this  time, 
I  am  coming  to  exercise  this  relation  towards  Him : 
I  am  coming  to  tell  Him  my  wants,  I  am  coming  to 
tell  Him  my  sins  and  infirmities,  that  the  one  may  be 
supplied,  and  the  other  put  away,  by  His  direct  act : 
yes.  He  is  here,  and  I  am  come  here  by  His  gracious 
will,  that  I  may  commune  with  Him,  may  tell  Him 
that  I  adore,  that  I  trust,  that  I  love,  that  I  desire  to 
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Sermon    serve  Him,  and  may  hear  Him  speak  to  my  inmost 
'• —  soul  the  words  of  His  forgiveness  and  of  His  love. 


See  whether  prayer  will  not  become  pleasant  to  you, 
when  you  cast  behind  you,  in  beginning  it,  the  spirit 
of  the  slave,  and  claim  as  your  right  by  Grod's  gift 
the  spirit  of  adoption,  the  spirit  of  a  son. 

Now  I  must  not  stay  to  urge  the  same  enquiries,  or 
to  oflfer  the  same  advice,  with  reference  to  God's  daily 
service.  What  has  been  said  as  to  His  worship  must 
suffice  to  indicate  also  what  should  be  said  as  to  His 
service  :  how,  in  each  particular  act,  we  are  prone  to 
regard  ourselves  as  performing  a  task,  something  which 
must  be  done,  which  we  shall  be  punished  for  not  doing; 
how  every  act  of  charity  is  infected,  and  I  may  well  say 
poisoned,  by  this  feeling ;  how  every  duty  of  domestic, 
social,  or  public  life  is  made  to  be,  if  a  religious  act 
at  all — and  I  am  speaking  of  those  who  try  to  make  it 
so — ^yet  at  least  an  act  not  rising  higher  than  the  region 
of  conscience,  not  springing  out  of  the  renewed  soul, 
not  the  consistent  and,  if  I  might  so  express  it,  the 
natural  working  of  the  risen  life,  the  life  which  is 
Col.  iii  3.  hidden  above  with  God  in  Christ,  and  which,  in  every 
pulsation,  is  derived  from  a  vital  union  with  that 
Saviour  who  dwells  above  at  the  very  right  hand  of 
God  in  heaven.  Here,  too,  the  way  to  cast  out  the 
spirit  of  the  slave  will  be,  to  say  to  ourselves,  day  by 
day,  and  many  times  in  each  day,  not  so  much,  G^ 
requires  of  me  this  duty  or  service,  but  rather,  God 
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in  His  great  goodness  allows  me  to  do  this  or  this    Seb& 

for  Him ;  He  is  here,  present  with  me  in  it,  work- 

ing  in  me  both  to  will  and  to  do;  His  Spirit  can 
consecrate  this  the  commonest  act  into  a  living  sacri- 
fice ;  His  Spirit  can  strengthen  me  for  this  the  most 
difficult  act  if  I  set  myself  to  do  it  in  His  name ;  and 
thus,  in  all  things,  let  me  live  both  in  God  and  unto 
God,  counting  it  my  highest  happiness  to  be  entrusted 
with  anything  that  can  be  done  for  Him,  as  an 
expression  of  love,  and  with  a  view  to  His  sole 
honour  and  praise.  So  living,  we  shall  be  happy. 
So  living,  it  will  be  no  revulsion,  no  revolution,  but 
a  mere  change  of  circumstance,  a  mere  developement 
of  that  which  has  been  long  known  and  done 
below,  when  we  find  ourselves  transplanted  from  the 
wilderness  of  earth  to  the  garden  of  the  Lord  in  la.  li. : 
heaven. 

2.  Not  a  spirit  of  bondage,  but  a  spirit  of  adoption. 
We  have  combined  the  two  points  in  the  one.  Yet 
let  me  not  end  without  very  briefly  indicating  four 
of  those  particulars  in  which  the  spirit  of  adoption 
will  manifest  itself,  and  by  which,  consequently,  each 
one  of  us  may  judge  of  its  presence  in  ourselves. 

i.  The  spirit  of  adoption  is  a  spirit  of  reverence. 
Not  of  slavish  fear,  but  of  filial  reverence.  It  is  not 
without  reason  that  I  urge  this  first  amongst  its  attri- 
butes. No  man  is  absolved  from  this  duty :  let  me 
rather  say,  no  man  can  be  happy  without  having  some 

I  I 
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Sfrmon    one  to  revere ;  some  one  whom,  the  more  he  knows  of 
'- —  him,  the  more  he  reveres ;  some  one  towards  whom 


that  process  of  discovery  which  is  inseparable  from 
prolonged  intercourse  is  a  process  wholly  of  increasing 
reverence,  insomuch  that  they  who  stand  nearest  to 
Ib.  vi.  2.  His  throne  in  heaven  veil  their  faces  as  they  worship, 
and  they  who  live  nearest  to  Him  on  earth  are  ever 
found  the  most  humble,  the  most  self-abased,  yea,  the 
most  full,  of  all  men,  of  reverence  and  awe  and 
godly  fear. 

ii.  The  spirit  of  adoption  is  a  spirit  of  submission. 

The  cry,  Abba^  Father,  is  the  expression  of  an  entirely 

resigned  will    It  was  so  used  on  earth  by  Him  who, 

Heb.  V.  8.  though  He  was  a  Son,  yet  condescended  to   learn 

Mark  xiv.    obedience  by  the  things  which  He  suffered.     Ahhay 

36»  

Father,  all  things  are  possible  unto  Thee  :  take  away  this 
Luke  xxiL  cvp  from  me :  nevertheless^  not  my  will,  but  Thine^  he 
Matt!  xxvi  done.  If  this  cup  may  not  pass  away  from  «i6,  except 
I  drink  it,  Thy  will  be  done.  Where  is  he  in  this 
congregation  who  has  no  need — where,  certainly,  is 
he  in  this  congregation  who  will  not  one  day  have 
need — to  learn  that  spirit,  to  pray  that  prayer?  God 
grant  us  all  betimes  that  spirit  of  adoption  from 
which  alone  that  prayer  can  rise  heartily,  or  be  heard 
with  acceptance !  Well  may  he  who  knows  that  he 
has  indeed  a  Father  in  heaven,  submit  himself  in  all 
respects  to  His  wise  and  fatherly  wilL 

iii.  The   spirit  of  adoption  is  a  spirit   of    trust. 
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Submission  runs  on  into  confidence.    The  one  is  a    Sebmon 
readiness  to  bear  even  though  the  stroke  were  in ~ 


anger :  the  other  is  the  assurance  that  the  stroke  will 
not  be  in  anger,  or  that,  beneath  the  anger,  even  if 
anger  should  be  needful,  will  lie  a  deep  purpose  of 
eventual  mercy.  Though  He  slay  me,  yet  loill  Itrust  Jobxiii.l5. 
in  Him  :  for  even  from  the  very  depths  of  the  grave  I 
know  that  He  can  and  that  He  will  at  last  raise  Heb.xll9. 
me  up. 

iv.  And  thus  the  spirit  of  adoption  is,  in  the  last 
place,  and  throughout,  a  spirit  of  love.  It  seems 
very  wonderful  that  God  should  care  for  our  love. 
But  it  is  so.  Not  awe,  not  fear,  not  dread — ^not  in 
these  things  is  God  glorified,  but  in  that  going  forth 
of  the  human  spirit  to  Him,  as  to  One  in  whom  alone 
it  can  rest  and  be  satisfied ;  that  return  of  love  for 
love ;  that  same  yearning  of  the  heart,  after  an  afiec* 
tion  unchangeable  and  inexhaustible,  which  upon 
earth,  as  directed  towards  a  human  object,  is  the 
source  of  all  our  deepest  joys  and  of  all  our  keenest 
sorrows;  this  it  is  which  God  would  have  turned 
towards  Himself,  and  which,  when  once  so  turned,  is 
as  certain  to  be  satisfied  as  it  is  in  itself  elevating 
and  glorious.  Herein  is  the  spirit  of  adoption  fol- 
fiUed.  Reverence  for  God,  submission  to  God,  con- 
fidence in  God,  all  meet  and  are  consummated  in  the 
love  of  God.  May  He  who  has  prepared  for  them  Collect  for 
that  love  Him  such  good  things  as  pass  man's  under-   Trin. 

I  I  2 
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Sermon   Standing,  pour  into  all  our  hearts  such  love  toward 

XXV.  . 

. 1-  Him,  that  we,  loving  Him  above  all  things^  may 


obtain  His  promises,  which  exceed  all  that  we  can 
Eph.iii.l9.  dcsire,  and  be  filled  with  all  the  fulness  of  Gk)d. 


SERMON   XXVI. 


GOD  SPEAKING  IN  HIS  SON. 


k 


HSBBBWS  L  1 — 8. 

1  In  many  parts  and  in  many  ways  God  Komng  spoken 

2  of  old  to  the  fathers  in  the  prophets,  at  the  end  of  these  days 
spoke  to  v^  in  a  Son,  whom  He  constituted  inheritor  of  aU 

8  things,  through  whom ,  He  also  made  the  ages;  whoy  being 
the  effulgence  of  His  glory  and  the  impress  of  His  essence, 
and  supporting  all  things  by  the  word  of  His  power,  after 
making  a  purifcation  of  sins,  sat  down,  at  the  right  hand  of 
majesty,  on  high. 


SERMON  XXVI. 

GOD  SPEAKING  IN  HIS  SON. 

Hebrews  l  1,  2. 

Ood,  who  at  tfumdry  times  and  in  divers  mamnera  spake  m  time  past 
vmto  the  faihers  by  the  prophets,  haih  in  these  last  days  spoken 
wito  tbs  by  Sis  Son. 

The  remarkable  and  magnificent  opening  of  the    Sermon 

Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  has  in  all  ages  been  dwelt  upon 

with  admiration.  Its  very  dissimilarity  to  anything 
else  in  the  Scriptures  has  no  doubt  added  to  its  interest 
There  is  no  other  Epistle  which  does  not  begin  with 
the  name,  or  with  some  clear  indication  at  least,  of 
the  writer.  Here,  whatever  the  reason,  the  writer 
entirely  disappears.  That  he  was  not  unknown  to 
his  intended  readers,  that  there  was  no  intentional 
concealment  of  the  authorship,  is  clear  from  some  inti- 
mations at  the  close  of  the  fifth  Chapter,  and  yet  more 
from  the  last  verses  of  the  Epistle :  Know  ye  that  Heb.ziii.23. 
cmr  brother  Timothy  is  set  at  liberty ;  vnth  whom,  if 
lie  come  shortly,  I  will  see  you.  But  that  which  was 
remarked  in  reference  to  the  subject,  in  commenting 
(two  Sundays  ago)  upon  the  second  Chapter  of  the 
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Sermon   second  Epistle  to  the  Thessalonians,  may  here   be 

L_  said  with  regard  to  the  authorship ;  namely,  that 

there  were  things  known  to  the  early  Church,  or  to 
some  of  its  congregations,  which  are  not  known  to 
us ;  doctrines  delivered  orally,  and  referred  to  after- 
wards in  letters  as  remembered  and  therefore  needing 
no  repetition ;  or  else  letters  written,  as  from  a  known 
person  to  persons  well  remembering  him,  but  without 
happening  to  mention  the  name  itself,  and  therefore  left 
to  later  generations  in  the  position  of  anonymous  com- 
positions, awakening  a  natural  curiosity,  and  justi- 
fying all  possible  research  and  comparison,  scarcely 
more  by  the  treasures  which  they  open  than  by  the 
mysteries  which  they  conceal. 

Of  this  latter  order  is  the  great  Epistle  before  ns. 
That  impetuous  and  often  presumptuous  positiveness 
which  marks  the  dogmatism  of  human  critics  upon 
points  which  lie  too  deep  for  discovery,  or  else  be- 
side the  mark  of  practical  importance,  is  not  shared 
by  the  Church  as  represented  in  her  canon  of  Scrip- 
ture or  in  her  formularies  of  faith  :  where  evidence  is 
incomplete  or  indecisive,  the  authority  of  the  Church 
bids  us  rather  doubt  than  err,  and  is  contented  to 
assign  a  place  amongst  God's  inspired  communica- 
tions to  a  treatise  of  which  she  dares  not  pronounce 
finally  upon  the  human  authorship.  The  Epistle  to 
the  Hebrews,  as  we  must  all  have  remarked,  does 
not  stand  in  our  Bibles  where  it  certainly  would  have 
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been  placed  had  its  authorship  been  unquestioned.    Sermon 

.  XXVI 

The  Epistles  of  St.  Paul  are  not  placed  in  chrono- — 

logical  order  in  the  Bible.  Rather  has  an  attempt 
been  made  to  arrange  them  according  to  their  im- 
portance ;  either  with  regard  to  the  Church  to  which 
they  were  written,  or  with  regard  to  the  subjects 
of  which  they  treat.  Thus,  and  perhaps  on  both 
accounts,  we  have  first  in  order  the  Epistle  to  the 
Romans,  though  in  reality  written  not  first  but  fifth 
of  St.  Paul's  Epistles ;  after  the  two  Epistles  to  the 
Thessalonians,  and  the  two  to  the  Corinthians.  On 
either  principle  of  arrangement— with  reference  to 
the  importance  of  its  subject,  or  the  importance  of 
the  Church  addressed — the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews 
could  scarcely  have  failed  to  occupy  a  very  early 
place.  But  we  find  it  after  the  shortest  and  the 
most  private  of  all  St  Paulas  Epistles ;  after  those 
to  the  smallest  and  least  celebrated  Churches ;  after 
those  even  to  individuals,  to  Timothy,  to  Titus,  and 
to  Philemon.  This  is  because  the  authorship  of  the 
Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  is  not  certainly  known.  Upon 
this  point  the  Church  has  been  wisely  willing  to  sus- 
pend her  judgment  She  has  named  it  the  Epistle  to  the 
Hebrews :  she  has  given  it  a  decided  place  amongst  the 
oracles  of  God :  but  she  haa  not  presumed  to  call  it — 
though  that  title  has  gradually  crept  into  our  editions 
— the  Epistle  of  Paul  the  Apostle  to  the  Hebrews: 
she  has  rather  sought  to  express  the  calm  and  instruc- 
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Sbrmon   tive  language  of  one  of  tbe  greatest  Christian  writers 
1-  of  tte  third  century,  "  Who  wrote  the  Epistle,  Grod 


alone  knows  for  certain/' 

Yet  I  think  we  may  say  with  truth  that  no  Book 
contained  in  the  Volume  of  Eevelation  bears  on  its 
face  a  more  decisive  stamp  of  Inspiration.  What  a 
majesty,  what  an  eloquence,  yet  what  a  simplicity, 
shines  throughout  it  I  In  one  respect  we  owe  more 
to  it  than  to  any  other  portion  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment :  it  has  given  us  the  key  to  the  Old.  Writings, 
institutions,  ordinances,  lives,  which  we  might  other- 
wise have  passed  by  in  the  pages  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment as  belonging  merely  to  the  history  of  Israel, 
as  possessing  no  value  for  us,  and  as  never  having 
possessed  anything  of  vital  or  spiritual  import  even 
to  those  to  whom  they  belonged,  we  here  find  to  have 
had  a  meaning,  and  one  of  everlasting  moment ;  to 
have  sprung  out  of  the  very  depths  of  the  Divine 
Wisdom,  and  to  be  as  instructive  in  their  retrospect 
as  they  were  enlightening  and  ennobling  in  their 
prospect.  The  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  might  well  be 
entitled,  The  Gospel  of  the  Old  Testament. 

But  it  is  to  its  opening  words  that  I  must  confine 
your  attention  this  evening.  I  will  read  once  again 
to  you  the  first  three  verses,  with  a  few  brief  words  of 
explanation^  and  then  draw  firom  them  three  remarks 
upon  the  contrast  indicated  in  the  text. 
Fene  1.  In  manifold  parts  and  ways  Ood  having  spoken  of 
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old  to  our  fathers  in   the  prophets^  at  the  end  of  Sermon 

XXVI. 

these  days  spake  to  us  in  a  Son^  whom  He  constituted 


Ferae  2, 

inheritor  of  all  things^  through  whom  He  also  made  the 
world;  who,  being  the  effulgence  of  His  ghry  and  the  Verse  8. 
impress  of  His  essence^  and  supporting  all  things  by 
the  word  of  His  power,  after  making  a  purification  of 
sins,  sat  doum,  at  the  right  hand  of  m^ajesty,  on  high. 

My  brethren,  our  object  is  instruction  first,  then 
exhortation.  Bear  with  me  therefore  if  I  endeavour 
to  say  a  word  or  two  in  explanation  of  difficulties  in 
three  of  the  most  important  verses  in  the  whole  Bible. 
I  will  make  my  explanations  as  brief  as  possible. 

The  words  rendered  in  our  Version  at  sundry  times 
and  in  divers  tnannjers,  are  really,  in  m^ny  parts  and 
in  many  ways.  Grod's  former  revelations  of  Himself 
to  man  were  made,  as  it  were,  in  portions,  not  in 
whole.  Here  a  little  and  there  a  little,  as  occasion 
required.  He  disclosed  His  character.  His  will,  or  His 
purposes,  to  man.  It  was  done  in  mmiy  parts  ;  never 
as  a  whole,  never  completely,  never  comprehensively. 

Again,  it  was  done  in  many  ways.  Sometimes  by 
dreams  or  visions,  sometimes  in  type  and  emblem, 
sometimes  by  a  direct  message,  communicated  to  a 
living  man  to  be  communicated  by  him  to  living 
men.  There  was  this  variety  in  God's  earlier 
revelations.  Your  own  recollection  of  the  Old  Testsr- 
ment  history  and  of  the  writings  of  the  Prophets  wiU 
enable  you  to  verify  the  remark. 
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Sebkon       Then,  this  fragmentaty  and  this  varioos  commoni- 

XXVI.  .  o  rf 

'■—  cation  was  made  in  the  prophets  ;  in  the  person  and 


by  the  mouth  of  human  utterers  of  Divine  truth.  A 
prophet,  in  Scriptural  language,  is  not  necessarily  a 
predicter :  some  were  and  some  were  not  such  :  but 
the  title  implies  rather  a  forthteller  than  a  foreteller : 
a  prophet  is  one,  not  who  divines,  not  who  sees  into 
futurity  by  some  art  or  gift  of  his  own,  but  one  who 
utters  in  God's  behalf  a  message  which  God  first 
communicates  for  this  purpose  to  him. 

Such  was  the  mode  of  revelation  under  the  Old 
Dispensation.  It  was  occasional  It  was  fragmentary. 
It  was  various  in  mode  and  form.  It  was  always 
made  through  human  utterers. 

Now  comes  the  contrast.  In  these  last  days.  More 
exactly,  at  the  extremity  of  these  days.  These  days  is  an 
expression  often  found  in  the  Scriptures— or  something 
equivalent  to  it — in  contradistinction  to  those  days. 
Luke  xz.  This  a/je  is  contrasted  with  that  ojge  ;  the  period  that 
is  now,  with  the  period  that  shall  be,  that  is  to  come. 
The  one  is  the  period  before  Christ :  the  other  is  the 
period  of  Christ.  It  was  not  given  to  the  Old  Testa- 
ment writers  to  know  of  two  comings  of  Christ  It 
was  not  given  even  to  the  New  Testament  writers  to 
know  of  the  length  of  the  interval  between  the  two. 
This  has  always  been  one  of  the  secret  things  which 
belong  to  the  Lord  our  God.  Therefore  we  often  find 
in  the  Scriptures  expressions  which  refer  to  times  still 


84,  35. 
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future,  future  even  to  us,  used  with  regard  to  the    Sermon 

XXVI. 

whole  of  that  period  which  was  introduced  by  the  first '— 


coming  of  Christ,  His  coming  in  the  flesh,  and  will 
be  greatly  affected  by  His  second  coming,  in  glory,  in 
His  kingdom.  Here  God  is  said  to  have  spoken  to  us 
by  His  Son  at  the  extremity  of  these  days  ;  that  is,  at 
the  close  of  the  Old  Dispensation ;  at  the  end  of  the 
period  which  was  prior  and  prefatory  to  the  times  of 
the  Messiah. 

Ood  spoke  to  its  in  a  Son.  Such  is  the  form  of  the 
original  expression.  In  one  who  was  not  a  prophet 
but  a  Son.  One  who  occupied  that  position,  stood  in 
that  relation  to  God,  which  is  essentially  incommuni- 
cable to  others,  the  position^  the  relation,  of  the 
very  Son  of  God. 

Whom  He  constituted  inheritor  of  all  things.  To 
whom,  as  the  reward  of  His  humiliation,  God  gave  a  Phil.  U.  9, 
name  which  is  above  every  name,  a  glory  and  a 
dominion — not  as  the  original  partaker  of  the  Divine 
nature,  but  as  the  risen  and  exalted  Son — ^which  is 
commensurate  with  the  universe  and  irresistible  in 
power. 

He  who  is  thus  exalted  after  His  humiliation  for 
man,  is  the  same  Person  by  whom  G^oA.  originally  made 
the  worlds.  The  exact  expression  is,  hy  whom  also  He 
made  the  ages.  The  word  used  is  that  which  speaks 
of  the  universe  not  in  relation  to  space  but  to  time, 
and  which  is  extended  by  the  sacred  usage  to  include  Heb.  xi.3 
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Sermon    all  the  conditions  and  all  the  subiects  of  the  present 

XXVI. 

'—  state ;  the  whole  stage  on  which,  and  all  the  beings 


by  whom,  the  agencies  of  time  are  wrought  and  the 
destinies  of  eternity  shaped. 

The  description  goes  further.  Who  heing  the  efful- 
gence of  Hia  glory  and  the  impress  of  His  essence.  The 
**  glory "  of  Grod,  is.  His  perfection ;  His  whole 
character ;  what  we  may  describe  as  the  aggregate  of 
His  attributes ;  God  such  as  He  is,  in  all  His  charac- 
teristics, of  power,  wisdom,  truth,  holiness,  goodness, 
love.  In  Christ  God's  whole  perfection  shines  forth 
for  the  illumination  and  for  the  salvation  of  man. 
Christ  is  the  sum  of  those  rays  which  come  forth 
from  the  central,  the  unapproachable  Sun,  for  the 
enlightening,  comforting,  and  fertilizing  of  the  earth. 
He  is  light  in  communication.  Thus  is  Christ  the 
effulgence  of  QodHs  glory.  He  is  also  the  impress  of 
His  essence  :  that  Person  in  whom  the  very  nature  of 
God  is  engraven,  even  as  the  letters  of  a  name  (such 
is  the  figure)  may  be  cut  upon  a  seal,  or  the  features 
of  a  face  upon  a  coin,  with  all  the  clearness  and  the 
indelible  permanence  of  the  art  of  the  engraver. 

And  then,  finally,  it  is  added  that  He  by  whom  at 
first  God  made  the  worlds  is  also  the  constant  up- 
holder of  that  existence  which  He  gave.  Just  as  it  is 
expressed   in  St.  Paul's  Epistle  to  the  Colossians : 

Col.  i.  15,    Who  {Christ)  is  the  image  of  the  invisible  Ood:  there 
&c. 

is  the  impress  of  God's  essence  :  then,  in  Him  were  all 


GOD  SPEAKING  IN  HIS  SON.  495 

things  created  .  ,  ,  all  things  have  been  created  hy    Sermon 
Him  as  the  agent,  and  unto  Him  as  the  object,  of  all — 


.  ,  .  and  in  Him  all  things  consist :  He  is  not  only  the 
bringer  into  being,  but  He  is  also  the  upholder  in 
being,  the  very  condition  of  the  consistence  and 
coherence,  of  the  universe  of  Grod. 

He  it  was,  even  He,  thus  glorious,  thus  powerful, 
thus  essential  to  the  very  existence  of  being,  who  first 
purged  away  our  sins  by  the  sacrifice  of  Himself,  and 
then  took  His  seat  at  the  right  hand  of  Grod,  to  carry 
on  there  the  work  of  the  Mediator  and  the  Intercessor, 
until  the  time  shall  come,  fixed  in  the  counsels  of 
God  from  the  beginning,  when  He  shall  return  even  Acta  i.  11. 
as  He  ascended,  but  in  power  and  great  glory,  to  be 
the  Judge  of  quick  and  dead. 

It  is  the  very  highest  oflSce  of  preaching,  to  set 
Christ  Himself  before  men.  That  is  our  work.  If 
that  be  done — so  far  as  that  is  done — God  will  not 
leave  us  without  witness.  The  object  of  this  Epistle 
was  to  make  Christ  so  great  in  the  eyes  of  the  Hebrew 
congregations,  that  they  might  be  bold  and  firm  in 
adhering  to  Him  in  days  when  their  courage  and  con- 
stancy were  to  be  put  to  a  very  severe  test.  In  like 
manner  would  we,  my  brethren,  urge  upon  you  and 
upon  ourselves,  if  it  were  in  one  last  testimony  firom 
this  place,  the  incomparable  greatness  of  that  Gospel 
which  we  believe  God  to  have  sent  to  us  from  heaven, 
and  thus  lay  the  foundation  for  that  appeal  which 
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Sermon    these  same  pages  contain  to  the  understandings  and 
—  the  consciences  of  men,  How  shall  we  escape,  if  we 

Heb.  ii.  3. 

neglect  so  great  salvation  ? 

We  may  see  three  chief  considerations  involved  in 
the  words  now  before  us;  in  the  fact  that  God  in 
these  last  days  has  spoken  to  us  by  His  Son.  These 
are,  in  brief,  the  authority,  the  tenderness,  and  the 
finality,  of  the  utterance. 

1.  It  has  come  to  be  regarded,  in  these  days — per- 
haps not  for  the  first  time,  but  there  is  something  of 
novelty  in  it  for  us — ^as  an  entirely  open  question, 
what  we  will  take,  and  what  we  will  leave,  of  the 
Divine  Kevelation.     We  take  the  Book  into   our 
hands,  and  we  sit  in  judgment  upon  its  contents,  as 
we  would  upon  those  of  any  human  composition. 
Some  men  will  have  nothing  to  say  to  the  Old  Tes- 
tament.  Because  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  gives  us 
a  high  estimate  of  the  wisdom  and  of  the  glory  of  the 
Old  Testament,  therefore  this  too  must  be  dismissed 
along  with  that.     One  part  of  the  Scriptures  is  too 
mysterious,  another  too  Jewish,  another  too  historical, 
another  too  uncharitable.     Thus  the  volume  is  pared 
and  clipped  until  indeed  a  very  small  residue  is  left 
undamaged  or  unmutilated.     Now  I  am  far  firom  say- 
ing that  human  criticism  is  altogether  misplaced  in 
reference  to  Divine  truths.     There  are  questions,  pre- 
liminary questions,  which  must  be  settled,  witii  regard 
to  the  canon  of  Scripture,  and  with  regard  to  the 
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text  of  Scripture,  yes,  and  with  regard  to  the  truth    Sermon 

of  Christianity  itself,  which  it  is  doing  no  honour  to — 

God,  but  the  very  contrary,  to  leave  unsettled  or  to 
shrink  from  as  unsettUng.     The  love  of  truth  is  not 
only  consistent  with,  it  is  essential  to,  a  real  love  of  the 
truth.     Truth,  and  the  truth,  can  never  be  at  variance. 
But  what  is  to  be  lamented  is,  that  persons,  profess- 
ing at  least  to  be  convinced  of  the  substantial  trath  of 
Christianity,  should  never  be  able  to  accept  any  part 
of  it  as  coming  to  them  with  authority.     If  we  do 
believe  that  Christ  is  more  than  man,  if  we  do  believe 
that  God  in  these  last  days  spoke  to  us  by  His  Son, 
then  surely  our  question  should  only  be.  What  did 
Christ  utter?   what  did  God   speak  to  us  by  His 
Son  ?  And  that  which  careful  examination — it  cannot 
be  too   careful — ^has  satisfied  us  that  Christ  really 
said,  by  Himself  or  by  His  commissioned  Apostles, 
ought  not  then  to  be  tried  over  again,  to  see  whether 
it  is  such  as  our  own  reasonings  would  have  tauglit  us 
without  His  saying  it,  before  we  receive  it,  and  set 
ourselves  to  live  by  it,  as  an  integral  portion  of  the 
revealed  truth  of  God.      First  be  convinced  of  the 
historical  facts  of  the  Gospel :  satisfy  yourself  that 
there  was  such  a  person  as  Jesus  Christ  once  upon 
earth :  satisfy  yourself  as  to  His  life  and  death  and 
resurrection,  as  you  would  satisfy  yourself  X)f  any 
other  historical  facts  resting  upon  human  testimony : 
then  satisfy  yourself  that  the  books  which  profess  to 

K  K 
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Sermon    be  are  really  a  record  of  His  message:   spend,  if 

'—  circumstances  permit,  all  the  care  and  all  the  skill 

which  is  at  your  command  in  ascertaining  the  fideUty 
with  which  the  text  of  that  record  has  been  trans- 
mitted and  preserved:  but  at  last— let  the  time  at 
last  come  ...  and  life  is  short— its  all-important  work 
must  not  be  for  ever  deferred  ...  at  last  take  the  mes- 
sage as  you  have  it,  and  believe — ^believe,  for  it  is 
reason  even  more  than  religion  which  bids  you  to  be- 
lieve it,  that  God,  who  does  nothing  in  vain,  would  not 
have  spoken  to  you  by  His  Son  that  which  you  could 
have  discovered  as  well  without  Him ;  believe  that 
there  was  a  purpose  and  a  use  in  that  as  in  every 
other  act  of  God  ;  and,  as  you  value  your  immortal 
soul,  do  listen  to  what  Christ  has  said,  and  seat  your- 
self, in  heart,  at  His  feet,  to  hear  and  to  receive  and  to 
live  His  Word ! 

It  is  in  this  point  of  view  that  we  would  thank  God 
for  what  He  has  here  and  elsewhere  taught  us  as  to 
the  dignity  and  as  to  the  greatness  of  His  Son.  He 
has  spoken  to  us  in  these  last  days  by  His  Son: 
who  is  He?  My  brethren,  who  is  He?  Who  is 
the  Son  by  whom  God  has  spoken  to  us  ?  I  ask  the 
question,  not  of  unbelievers,  not  even  of  persons  in 
suspense  about  believing ;  I  cannot  expect  that  they 
should  answer  it  with  the  understanding  or  with  the 
heart ;  but  I  would  ask  it  of  you  who  do  believe,  of 
you  whose  consciences  and  whose  hearts  have  had 
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feome  dealings  with  God  on  the  basis  of  His  revela*   Sermon 

.  XXVI. 

tion,  and  I  would  bid  you  answer  it,  as  you  surely  — — 

may  do,  out  of  the  pages  of  that  revelation  itself.     I 
would  bid  you  say  to  yourselves.  He  by  whom  God 
speaks  in  the  Gospel  is  He  by  whom  at  first  He  made 
the  worlds.     It  is  He  who  upholds  all  things  every 
day  by  the  word  of  His  power.    It  is  He  who  is  the 
effulgence  of  God's  glory,  and  the  very  impress  of 
God's  essence.    It  is  He  whom  He  hath  constituted 
heir  of  all  things,  and  who  now  sits  in  heaven  at  the 
right  hand  of  the  majesty  of  God  Himself.     Be  not 
afraid  to  say  these  things  boldly.     The  very  faith 
of  the  believer  is  in  danger  of  being  affected  by  the 
incredulity,  by  the  doubts,  yea,  by  the  scorn  of  the 
unbeliever.     But  be  not  ye  shaken.    Grasp  the  truth 
of  Christ's  Divinity,  of  His  eternity,  of  His  power,  of 
His  work  in  creation,  of  His  present  existence,  of  His 
kingdom  and  glory,  all  the  more  tenaciously  because 
others  would  rob  you  of  it,  because  others  would 
explain  it  away,  would  affect  not  to  see  it  in  the 
Bible,  or  would  rather  suffer  it  there  than  gloiy  in  it. 
We  need  for  ourselves,  not  for  purposes  of  attack  only 
or  of  defence,  purposes  of  controversy  or  of  orthodox 
confession,  but  for  our  own  personal  warning  and 
quickening  and  even  alarming,  the  true  doctrine  of 
the  authority,  the  dignity,  the  majesty,  the  glory,  of 
Him  by  whom  God  spake  to  us  when  He  spake  to  us 
by  His  Son.     Be  afraid  not  to  listen  to  Him.    Yes, 
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Sermon   He  appealed  Himself  to  such  motives,  when  He  said 

XXVI. 

'—  on  earth,  in  answer  to  the  enquiry  of  His  enemies, 


Mark  xiv.   Art  Thou  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  Blessed  f    I  am  : 
61,62.  '  -^        ,   , 

and  ye  shall  see  the  Son  of  man  sitting  on  the  right 
hand  of  power,  and  coming  in  the  clouds  of  lieaven. 
Ye  shall  see  Him :  O  let  us  have  heard  Him  first ! 

And,  as  for  warning,  so  for  comfort  also,  we  need 
all  the  weight  of  that  testimony  which  tells  us  of  the 
dignity  of  the  Son.  We  want  a  support  for  our  faith 
such  as  nothing  short  of  Divinity  can  supply.  And 
we  have  that  support.  We  have  it  here ;  in  these 
few  words.  Do  we  use  it  ?  O,  this  is  why  our  lives 
are  so  inconsistent,  our  aspirations  so  faint^  our  steps 
so  tottering  and  so  wandering;  that  we  are  afraid  of 
leaning  with  our  whole  weight  upon  what  Grod  has 
testified  of  His  Son.  Say  to  yourselves,  and  let 
nothing  ever  tempt  you  to  shrink  from  the  avowal,  I 
believe  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God.  I  believe 
that  He  was  from  the  beginning  with  Grod,  and  was 
God.  I  believe  that  He  made  the  worlds.  I  believe 
that  He  upholds  aU  things  by  the  word  of  His  power. 
I  believe  that  all  hearts  are  open  to  Him.  I  believe 
that  He  is  present  everywhere.  I  believe  that  He 
will  come  again  to  judge  the  qxdck  and  the  dead.  I 
will  trust  Him  therefore  implicitly.  I  will  speak  to 
Him  as  beiug  all  this.  I  will  believe  that  it  is  Qx)d's 
John  V.  23.  purpose  that  all  men  should  honour  the  Son  even  as 
they  honour  the  Father,  and  I  will  not  fear  being 
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condemned  for  doing  so.     He  by  whom  God  in  these    Sermon 

XXVI. 

last  days  has  spoken  to  me  shall  be  to  me,  not  my 


Jobn  XX. 

Lord  only,  but  my  God.  28. 

2.  And  thus  the  authority  passes  into  the  tender- 
ness ;  which  was  the  second  consideration  drawn  for 
us  from  the  text.  When  He  had  by  Himself  purged 
our  sins.  I  know  not  that  I  could  add  anything 
which  the  very  sound  of  those  words  has  not  sug- 
gested. He  by  whom  God  has  spoken  to  us,  being 
such  as  we  have  heard  in  nature,  in  power,  in  dominion 
and  glory,  took  upon  Himself  our  weaknesses,  and  in 
a  human  body  died  for  our  sins. 

We  see  in  the  very  greatness  of  the  contrast  an 
argument  for  its  truth.  There  is  something  in  it  so 
transcendently  above  man's  conception,  and  in  the 
same  degree  so  wonderfully  like  God.  A  greatness 
and  a  condescension,  a  majesty  and  a  tenderness, 
so  far  above  (indeed)  out  of  our  sight,  but,  when  Psalm  x.  5. 
suggested,  when  combined  for  us  out  of  sight,  so 
exactly  satisfying  our  idea  of  fitness,  our  idea  of  what, 
if  God  acted  at  all,  would  be  meet,  would  be  becom- 
ing, would  be  Godlike  I  How  truly  is  this  the  New 
Testament  developement  of  that  combination  of 
greatness  and  of  condescension,  of  which  even  in  the 
Old  we  cannot  read  without  emotion.  Thy  way  is  in  Pb.  ixxvii. 

19  20. 

the  sea,  and  Thy  path  in  the  great  waters,  and  Thy 

footsteps  are  not  known:  Thou   leddest   Thy  people 

like  a  flock  hy  the  hand  of  Moses  and  Aaron.     Being 
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Sermon    the  brightness  of  His  glory,  being  the  express  image  of 
— ^  His  person,  He,  by  Himself  purged  our  sins. 


And  yet,  ray  brethren,  even  before  we  reach  that 
verse,  we  have  read  enough  to  make  good  the  second 
point  on  which  we  are  touching,  when  we  find  that 
God  spoke  to  us  in  His  Son.  The  sonship  of  Christ 
is  the  proof  of  God's  tenderness  in  speaking  by  Him. 

Matt,  xxil  When  the  owner  of  the  vineyard  in  the  parable, 
having  yet  one  son,  his  well-beloved,  determined  to 
send  him  also  to  the  rebellious  husbandmen^  he  said, 
They  will  reverence  my  son.  When  God  sent  His  Son 
to  us,  it  was  as  though  He  had  said,  not  only,  They 
will  reverence,  but  also,  they  will  love  my  Son,  when 
they  see  Him,  when  they  hear  Him.  Yes,  considering 
from  what  Christ  came,  and  to  what  He  came ;  con- 
sidering who  He  was,  and  how  on  earth  He  was  dealt 
with  ;  considering  the  glory  which  He  had  had  with 
the  Father  before  time  began,  and  the  humiliation 
and  the  shame  and  the  pain  and  the  death  which  was 
the  very  condition,  the  very  object,  of  His  incarna- 
tion ;  we  may  well  be  touched  when  we  think  of 

Rom.  viiL  the  Father  not  spanng  Him,  but  delivering  Him  up 
(according  to  the  Scriptural  expression)  for  tis  all  / 
handing  Him  over,  as  it  were,  into  unloving,  unsym- 
pathizing,  unfeeling  hands,  to  be  profaned,  to  be 
contemned,  to  be  tortured,  to  be  crucified !  Yes,  the 
tenderness  has  not  all  to  be  learned  firom  the  details  of 
what  Christ  said  upon  earth,  or  was,  as  God's  mes- 
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senger :  it  is  learned  already  in  the  thought  of  Gtod's    Sebmon 

selecting  Him  as  the  messenger,  and,  in  the  foresight ^ 

of  all  that  was  involved  in  it,  choosing  in  these  last 
days  to  speak  to  us  in  His  Son. 

3.  But,  leaving  this  deepest  and  most  beautiful  of 
all  thoughts  for  your  own  thankful  meditation,  I  must 
hasten  to  the  third  and  last  topic,  that  of  the  finality, 
arising  out  of  the  completeness,  of  God's  revelation 
of  Himself  in  the  Son.  God's  revelations  by  the 
prophets  were  made,  as  we  have  seen,  in  many  porta; 
one  part  of  the  whole  of  His  truth  here,  another 
there ;  one  part  now,  another  then ;  and  never  pieced 
together;  no  clue  given  to  the  labyrinth  of  per- 
plexities, of  seeming  contradictions,  involved  in  the 
separate  utterances ;  no  harmonizing  principle  stated, 
which  might  reconcile,  for  example,  the  justice  and 
the  goodness,  the  mercy  and  the  judgment ;  no  mani- 
festation of  the  whole  of  God's  character,  or  of  the 
manner  of  the  coexistence  of  this  part  of  His  character 
with  that.  It  was  a  succession  of  separate  revelations, 
as  partial  in  their  character  as  various  in  their  form. 

Now  place  in  contrast  with  this.  His  speaking  to  us 
by  His  Son.  Here,  you  see,  it  was  not  only  a  word, 
or  a  number  of  words,  spoken,  but  it  was  the  speaking 
in  a  Person.  The  Person  was  the  Word.  The  mes- 
sage was  Christ  Himself.  God  was  brought  to  us, 
in  the  whole  of  His  character,  in  the  unity  at  once 
and  the  fulness  of  His  attributes,  because  brought  to 
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Sermon    us  in  Him  who  was  the  effulgence  of  His  glory,  and 
^the  living  impress  of  His  nature. 


Now  it  is  of  the  very  essence  of  such  a  revelation, 
that  it  should  be  final ;  that  it  should  be  the  last  of 
all.  There  is  no  other  behind,  because  any  other 
must  be  less  glorious.  When  God  has  come  to  us 
in  His  Son,  He  can  come  to  us  in  none  greater. 

Col.  il  8, 9.  In  the  Son  dwelleih  all  the  fulness  of  tJ^e  Godhead 
bodily.    In  the  Son  are  hid  all  the  treasures  of  wisdom 

1  John  y.  and  knowledge.  He  that  hath  ths  Son  hath  life  ;  hath 
wisdom,  hath  the  knowledge  of  God,  hath  God  Him- 
self. He  who  once  spake  "  in  many  portions"  hath 
now  spoken  in  His  Son,  and  spoken,  in  doing  so,  for 

1  Cor.  XV.   the  last  time*    Then  cometh  the  end, 

24. 

My  brethren,  if  we  are  poor  in  Divine  knowledge 
the  fault  is  our  own.  We  are  so  slight,  so  per- 
functory, in  our  study  of  God.  We  think  we  know 
all.  We  sit  in  judgment  upon  the  word,  when  we 
John  xil  ought  to  be  letting  the  word  judge  us.  And  there- 
fore that  solemn  saying  is  made  good  against  us. 
Matt  XL  25.  Thou  host  hid  these  things  from  the  wise  and  prtident, 
and  hxist  revealed  them  unto  babes. 

Take  then  fully  into  your  view   the  finality  of 

Christ's  revelation.      It  is,   in   every  sense  of  the 

Eph.  i.  10.  words,  a  dispensation  of  the  fulness  of  time.     Lose 

it  not,  for  there  is  no  other.     God,  in  speaking  by 

His  Son,  has  spoken  indeed  for  the  last  time. 

But  here  is  our  comfort.     God  at  last  has  spoken 
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to  US  in  a  Person.     It  is  not  so  much  the  knowledge    }^khmok 
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of  truths  to  which  He  calls  us :  it  is  the  knowledge 
of  a  Person.  Of  that  there  is  no  end.  If  we  live 
with  a  human  person,  whom  we  fondly  love,  and  who 
is  in  any  sense  worthy  of  our  love,  we  all  know  that 
we  do  not  exhaust  that  person,  even  so  far  as  the 
knowledge  of  him  is  concerned,  by  any  length  of 
intercourse,  nor  by  any  devotedness  of  study.  There 
is  always  something  new;  some  new  exhibition  of 
character,  drawn  out  by  some  new  conjuncture  of 
circumstances :  and  whereas  the  longest,  the  most 
interesting,  or  the  most  difficult,  of  human  books 
would,  in  the  course  of  years,  be  drained  to  its  very 
dregs  and  cast  aside  as  done  with,  it  is  not  so  with 
the  living  man;  it  is  not  so  with  the  acting  and 
thinking  life ;  it  is  not  so  with  the  loving  friend,  in 
whose  constant  presence  we  have  found  comfort  and 
repose. 

If  this  can  be  so  with  human  converse,  how  ouglit 
it  to  be  for  us  all  with  that  communion  which  is  more 
than  human?  O,  my  brethren,  God  did  speak  once, 
but  is  He  not  still  speaking,  in  His  Son  ?  God  grant 
that  that  voice  be  not  silent  to  any  of  us !  Alas  for 
those  to  whom  it  is  only  a  matter  of  history  that  God 
spoke  in  Christ!  What  are  they  not  missing?  What 
have  they  in  its  stead  ?  Whose  voice  are  they  listen- 
ing to?  Or  whose  voice  are  they  listening  for?  There 
are  some  who   pass   all   through  life  listening  for, 

L  L 
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Seiimon    instead  of  listening  to,  a  revelation;  always  expecting. 

XXVI.  .    .  ./  i  o' 

never  receiving ;  ever  Uaming,  never  able  to  come  to 


2Tim.iii.7.  7  /.  r>i 

the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  God  g^ant  that  we  be  not 
of  that  number !  Here,  in  this  Book,  He  has  spoken: 
but  it  is  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  opening  the  irn^ard 
ear,  that  He  may  speak  to  us  personally  in  His  Son. 
That  voice  is  never  silent  to  any  who  have  the  will 
to  hear  it.  No  new  revelation :  the  Volume  of  the 
written  Word  is  closed  now  against  additions :  but 
the  voice  which  spoke  speaks  still ;  speaks  to  attract, 
speaks  to  warn,  speaks  to  counsel,  speaks  to  explain, 
speaks  to  comfort;  takes  the  word  from  the  dead 
silent  page,  and  speaks  it  inwardly  to  the  listening 
heart ;  makes  it  the  T?ord,  not  of  information  only, 
ifl.  XXX.  21.  but  of  strength  and  peace  and  direction,  saying.  This 
is  the  way,  walk  ye  in  it,  when  we  are  turning  aside 
to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left. 

There,  in  that  presence,  let  us  all  meet  one  another 

.JolinxiL35.  day  by  day,  walking  in  the  light  while  we  have  it, 

Tit.  ii.  13.  and  looking  forward,  with  one  heart,  to  that  blessed 

hope,  even  the  glorious  Epiphany  of  our  Lord  Jesus 

Christ. 


THE  END. 
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